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breathed that dust in. Everyday I car-
ried that deadly dust home on my
clothes. I took it into our house and I
contaminated my own wife and each of
my babies with it too. I just don’t
know how to live with the pain of what
I have done to them.

If we can make something good come
of this, maybe I'll stick around to see
that, maybe that could make this
worthwhile.

I told him I would do all that I could,
that I wouldn’t back down, and that I
wouldn’t give up. Les accepted my offer
and then pointed his finger and said to
me: I'1l be watching, Senator.

I have kept my promise to Les and I
have worked hard to help people in
Libby. I will continue to do all I can to
help Libby.

I know that now even though Les is
not with us today he is still watching.
Les is my inspiration.

Because of Les’s work and other ad-
vocates in Libby, we launched the Cen-
ter for Asbestos Related Diseases in
Libby—called the CARD clinic. CARD
has screened and provided health care
to hundreds of Libby residents.

Screening is an essential part of
making sure people get the help they
need. Spreading the word about asbes-
tos exposure is also vital to ensure that
people who are sick get the treatment
they deserve.

The Asbestos Disease Awareness Or-
ganization is a leader in this fight.
They work tirelessly to advocate on be-
half of asbestos victims so that thou-
sands more in the future should not
suffer the same fate.

Along with the Asbestos Disease
Awareness Organization, others in the
Libby community such as Gayla
Benefield and Dr. Brad Black have
worked to educate people about the
dangers of asbestos exposure.

Then there are also those who have
left Libby, but continue to advocate on
behalf of asbestos victims such as
Margy Urnberg and Kenny and Karen
Moss, all former residents of Libby and
remarkable volunteers.

An asbestos awareness week will help
spread the word about the deadliness of
these fibers and bring relief to those
who suffer from asbestos-related dis-
eases. I will continue to fight for those
like Les, whose lives have been taken
by asbestos. I made a promise to Les
and I won’t stop until I have fulfilled
that promise.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD as if given, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-

visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;
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Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally little is known about
late stage treatment and there is no cure for
asbestos-related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis;

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos
yvet continues to consume almost 7,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States die from asbestos-related diseases
every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the
national average; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Week’ would raise pub-
lic awareness about the prevalence of asbes-
tos-related diseases and the dangers of asbes-
tos exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2007
as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General, as a public
health issue, to warn and educate people
that asbestos exposure may be hazardous to
their health; and

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Surgeon General.

————

TRAUMA CARE SYSTEMS PLAN-
NING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT
OF 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H.R. 727.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 727) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to add requirements re-
garding trauma care, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the
third time, and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, that
any statements relating thereto be
printed in the RECORD as if read, with
no intervening action or debate.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 727) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——————

NATIONAL BREAST AND CERVICAL
CANCER EARLY DETECTION PRO-
GRAM REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to H.R. 1132.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1132) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide waivers relat-
ing to grants for preventive health measures
with respect to breast and cervical cancers.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to applaud the passage of H.R.
1132, the Breast and Cervical Cancer
Reauthorization Act of 2007, a program
that the Senator from Texas, MRS.
HuTcHISON, and I have worked closely
to reauthorize. H.R. 1132, like our com-
panion bill S. 624, reauthorizes the suc-
cessful Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program. The legisla-
tion authorizes increased funding for
this program to $275 million over 5
years and provides States with greater
flexibility to reach priority, hard to
reach populations including women liv-
ing in rural areas and racial and ethnic
minorities.

Senator HUTCHISON and I would like
to clarify with the chairman and rank-
ing member the intent of the new waiv-
er demonstration project. The legisla-
tion authorizes the establishment of a
waiver demonstration project that will
allow States to leverage nonFederal
funds for breast and cervical cancer
screening and follow-up services, re-
duce barriers to screening, and increase
the number of women served. Non-Fed-
eral funds for breast and cervical can-
cer services/activities are available in
some States through State or local
government sources and private
sources. Leveraging these non-Federal
funds will augment limited available
Federal funding and thus enable the ef-
ficient and effective utilization of re-
sources to provide education and out-
reach to screen more women. It is
Congress’s intent that the Secretary,
acting through the Director of the Cen-
ter for Disease Control and Prevention,
will administer the described dem-
onstration project as part of its overall
management of the National Breast
and Cervical Cancer Program.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
thank my good friend from Maryland
for her support and partnership in re-
authorizing this very important piece
of legislation, and I appreciate the as-
sistance we received from Chairman
KENNEDY and Ranking Member ENZI, as
well as the administration and our
House colleagues. Early detection of
breast and cervical cancers saves lives
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