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of the committee to call up a bill on 
Calendar Wednesday. 
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Mr. SESSIONS. Further parliamen-
tary inquiry, Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Is the chairman of 
the committee the only person that is 
in order to call up a bill during the call 
of the committees on Calendar Wednes-
day? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Cal-
endar Wednesday business may only be 
called up on formal authorization by 
the reporting committee. Clause 2(b) of 
rule XIII is sufficient authority for the 
chairman of a committee to call up a 
bill on Calendar Wednesday. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE REVEREND 
RON JACKSON, GUEST CHAPLAIN 

(Mr. SPRATT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, to-
day’s opening prayer was given by the 
Reverend Ronald B. Jackson. Reverend 
Jackson serves as the minister of East 
Gaffney Baptist Church in Gaffney, 
South Carolina, a pulpit that he has 
filled with distinction since 1989. 

Reverend Jackson’s ministry is based 
in East Gaffney Baptist Church, but 
not confined there. He has a television 
ministry in Greenville and a radio min-
istry in Gaffney. He is a prominent 
preacher, for sure, but he is also a pas-
tor who has been recognized for service 
throughout the Southeast. He has es-
tablished, for example, a foundation to 
help needy ministers and their families 
called the Parsons’ Pantry Fund. 

Three years ago, Governor Sanford 
awarded him the Order of the Silver 
Crescent, our State’s highest award for 
volunteer service. 

Reverend Jackson has spread the gos-
pel from the Second Baptist Church of 
Great Falls, South Carolina, where he 
was called to the pulpit, to Bethel Bap-
tist Church in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, and even to Bourbon Street in 
New Orleans, where he was assistant 
chaplain, before coming home to South 
Carolina and eventually settling in 
Gaffney. 

Reverend Jackson is married to 
Karen A. Jackson. They have two chil-
dren, Kimberly McMillin of Inman and 
Bryan Jackson of Gaffney; and three 
grandchildren. Karen also has a son, 
Brock Burgess, of Gaffney. 

On behalf of the House, I want to 
thank Rev. Jackson for his inspiring 
prayer and the Speaker and Rev. 
Coughlin for asking him to open to-
day’s session. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 one- 
minute requests from each side. 

THE IRAQ WAR 

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, 4 years 
ago, the United States invaded Iraq, os-
tensibly to eliminate weapons of mass 
destruction. When no such weapons 
were found, instead of declaring vic-
tory and bringing the troops home, the 
administration in its arrogance decided 
to dismantle the major institutions of 
Iraqi society and settle into a long- 
term occupation in order to remake 
Iraq in our own image. 

The dismantling of Iraqi institutions, 
the army, the Baath party, et cetera, 
led to the breakdown of the delicate 
balances in Iraqi society and the emer-
gence of civil war between Sunnis and 
Shiites. The continuing occupation led, 
as occupations do, to the development 
of a nationalist insurgency. 

Now we have Sunni, Shiites and the 
insurgents shooting at each other and 
all shooting at American troops. This 
will go on as long as the occupation 
continues. The only way out is for Con-
gress to mandate a timetable for a 
phased withdrawal of our troops. 

Only such a mandate can get the 
Iraqi Government to step up to the 
plate. As Defense Secretary Gates said 
yesterday, the strong feelings ex-
pressed in the Congress about the time-
table probably has had a positive im-
pact in terms of communicating to the 
Iraqis that this is not an open-ended 
commitment. Only a mandated time-
table for withdrawal will end the end-
less occupation and end the endless 
bloodshed of young Americans. 

f 

USING PATIENT CARE MANAGE-
MENT TO IMPROVE HEALTH 
CARE 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, eighty percent of health 
care dollars are spent treating chronic 
illnesses. These are complex cases 
where patients have multiple doctors, 
treatments, medications and tests. Er-
rors can result from confusion and 
miscommunication, but case manage-
ment can be effective in reducing these 
errors. 

However, Medicare and Medicaid do 
not reimburse for patient care manage-
ment. Unnecessary hospitalizations in-
creased from about 1 percent for a pa-
tient with just one condition to 27 per-
cent for a person with eight chronic 
conditions. 

The Federal Government will pay bil-
lions to treat chronic illness that could 
have been prevented. The University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center found that 
care management can reduce re-hos-
pitalizations of diabetics by 75 percent. 
Another study reduced hospitalizations 
of patients with heart disease by 50 

percent. We cannot continue to finance 
a broken health care system and expect 
different results. 

We need to transform our health care 
system to make sure that we focus on 
patient safety, patient quality and pa-
tient choice. I urge my colleagues to 
learn more about patient management 
care programs by visiting my Web site 
at murphy.house.gov. 

f 

DEALING WITH VIOLENCE IN 
AMERICA 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, envi-
ronmental awareness has created an 
awareness of the urgency of collective 
action to save our planet. We need a 
similar commitment to dealing with 
violence in America. Would that the 
tragic events in Blacksburg, Virginia, 
which took 33 lives, be an isolated ex-
ample of the effects of gun violence in 
America. 

In fact, about 32 people perish each 
and every day in America in handgun- 
related incidents. The level of violence 
in our society constitutes a national 
emergency. I am offering the following 
approach to change America’s direc-
tion, away from death and disintegra-
tion and towards life and social cohe-
siveness. First, passage of legislation 
to create a Cabinet level Department 
of Peace and Nonviolence, H.R. 808; sec-
ond, passage of H.R. 676 to create Medi-
care for all, not-for-profit health care 
system focusing on mental health care 
issues; and, third, a ban on handguns, 
legislation which I am currently draft-
ing. 

America is being engulfed in violence 
every day. Let’s show that we have the 
wisdom and the courage to come from 
our hearts to meet this challenge. 

f 

GO GATORS 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, as we 
continue to mourn the recent tragedy 
at Virginia Tech, we are reminded once 
again how fragile life is. Notwith-
standing this tragedy, I would like to 
take a short moment to acknowledge 
the accomplishments of the University 
of Florida, which I represent in Gaines-
ville, for repeating as men’s national 
basketball champions. 

This historic championship makes 
the Gators the first team since 1991– 
1992 to win back-to-back national titles 
and become only the seventh school 
ever to repeat as champions. With the 
Gators’ 84–75 victory over the Ohio 
State Buckeyes, Florida remains the 
only school in the NCAA history to 
hold both the men’s basketball and 
football championship titles in the 
same year. 

The Florida Gators are excellent rep-
resentatives of both the university and 
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the great State of Florida in their fo-
cused persistence and unassailable de-
sire to succeed. My colleagues, I take 
great pride in representing the Univer-
sity of Florida and congratulate Coach 
Billy Donovan and the entire univer-
sity on this great accomplishment. 

f 

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, over the past 3 
months, the new Democratic Congress 
has reached across the aisle to work 
with Republicans on legislation that is 
going to produce positive results for 
the American people. We vowed to run 
this House differently than the Repub-
licans, and since day one, we have lived 
up to that promise. 

During our first 100 hours, we passed 
legislation increasing the minimum 
wage, reducing the cost of prescription 
drugs, making college more affordable, 
securing our Nation by implementing 
the 9/11 recommendations and ending 
subsidies for big oil companies. 

Since that time, we passed legisla-
tion that changes the direction of the 
war in Iraq, but also fully funding our 
troops and supporting our veterans. At 
the end of last month, we also passed a 
budget resolution that balances our 
budget within 5 years, something that 
the Bush administration and his budg-
ets have not been able to do. 

Not only is our budget fiscally re-
sponsible, it also increases the funding 
for children’s health care, for edu-
cation and for veterans health care, all 
without raising taxes. Yes, we are 
going in a new direction. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, most of us just returned from 
2 weeks talking with constituents. In 
the Third District of Texas, folks only 
had one thing on their mind, illegal im-
migration. 

They were hopping mad that illegal 
immigrants come into this country at 
all. They told me any proposal that 
would grant automatic American citi-
zenship to illegal immigrants would be 
blanket amnesty, and they’re right. 

People have waited years to become 
American citizens through the legal 
proper channels. Granting blanket am-
nesty to untold millions of illegal im-
migrants undercuts the merits of cre-
ating a legal citizenship program. Just 
like in the 1980s, if we grant amnesty 
now, many more illegal immigrants 
will simply flock into our country and 
demand their day for amnesty. Amer-
ica must be a Nation that respects the 
rule of law and enforces it. 
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TIME FOR NEW DIRECTION IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, during 
the President’s weekly radio address, 
he accused the Democrats of spending 
68 days pushing legislation that would 
undercut our troops. 

During his tour of the Middle East 
yesterday, Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates said, ‘‘The debate in Congress 
has been helpful in demonstrating to 
the Iraqis that American patience is 
limited.’’ He goes on to say, it has a 
positive impact ‘‘communicating to 
the Iraqis that this is not an open- 
ended commitment.’’ 

So who’s right? Either the Secretary 
of the Defense, who is calling for the 
Iraqis to take ownership of their coun-
try, or the President, who is playing 
politics here at home? The Congress 
has provided the President the one 
thing he has refused to develop after 4 
years of war: a policy to get the Iraqis 
off the sidelines and onto the field. 

So after years of chaos and blood-
shed, when the administration asks for 
more troops and more time and more of 
the same, we are calling for account-
ability of the Iraqis and a responsible 
redeployment of U.S. troops. Our 
troops are bearing all of the responsi-
bility for the President’s policy, and 
the Iraqis have no accountability. 

Secretary Gates, thank you for your 
honest assessment of what it takes to 
bring a new direction to Iraq. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). The Chair reminds Members to 
direct their remarks to the Chair and 
not to others, as in the second person. 

f 

YVETTE CADE—VICTOR NOT 
VICTIM 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in 2005, Yvette 
Cade walked into the Maryland court-
room of District Judge Richard 
Palumbo to extend the restraining 
order she had on her estranged hus-
band. She was tired of the abuse. She 
wanted ‘‘an immediate and absolute di-
vorce.’’ 

Judge Palumbo, however, refused to 
grant the victim’s request, made snide 
remarks and dismissed the assault 
case, including the protective order. 
Two weeks later, Yvette Cade’s es-
tranged husband walked into her place 
of business, doused her with gasoline, 
struck a match and set her on fire. 

Miraculously, Yvette Cade survived 
this brutal attack. She received third- 
degree burns over 60 percent of her 

body, yet she refused to let her phys-
ical injuries silence her voice. She be-
came an outspoken advocate against 
domestic violence, urging women in 
abusive relationships to leave. She has 
appeared on ‘‘Nancy Grace’’ and 
‘‘Oprah.’’ 

During this National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, we honor remarkable 
people like Yvette Cade who speak out 
for victims. Tonight, the Congressional 
Victims’ Rights Caucus will award 
Yvette Cade the Unsung Hero Award 
for triumphing over her personal trag-
edy to become a victor rather than a 
victim. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

FINDING A BETTER WAY IN 
AMERICA 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask all of us what kind of Na-
tion are we when we neglect the needs 
of our senior citizens. 

In the past 2 weeks, I have received 
over 15,000 cards from voters in Wis-
consin, just like this one from Elaine 
in Peshtigo which reads: ‘‘I am soon an 
80-year-old woman and a widow. My 
husband and I farmed, and we certainly 
had hard times the first years. But the 
years now are harder for old people. Oil 
companies take a huge profit. The 
CEOs make a salary no man on Earth 
is worth. The pill companies are taking 
huge profits with no consideration for 
our old people. The people of my gen-
eration lived through the Depression, 
World War II and two more wars, and 
now, in our old age, we face other ob-
stacles.’’ 

My friends, there is a better way of 
doing things in America, and by work-
ing together, we will find it with no pa-
tient left behind. 

f 

BALANCE BUDGET BY 
CONTROLLING SPENDING 

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
the battle of ideas is alive and well 
here in the House of Representatives 
where we have two different parties 
with two different philosophies; and 
nowhere is that more clear than in the 
budget debate that is occurring today. 

In the budget that passed the House 
before the Easter recess, the majority 
passed the largest tax increase in 
American history. I just held 34 town 
hall meetings in my First Congres-
sional District of Wisconsin, and my 
constituents are telling me they don’t 
want to see the per-child tax credit get 
cut in half. They don’t want to see the 
marriage penalty come back. They 
don’t want to see income tax rates 
raised across the board. They don’t 
want to see the death tax come back in 
full force. 
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