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the great State of Florida in their fo-
cused persistence and unassailable de-
sire to succeed. My colleagues, I take
great pride in representing the Univer-
sity of Florida and congratulate Coach
Billy Donovan and the entire univer-
sity on this great accomplishment.

———

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, over the past 3
months, the new Democratic Congress
has reached across the aisle to work
with Republicans on legislation that is
going to produce positive results for
the American people. We vowed to run
this House differently than the Repub-
licans, and since day one, we have lived
up to that promise.

During our first 100 hours, we passed
legislation increasing the minimum
wage, reducing the cost of prescription
drugs, making college more affordable,
securing our Nation by implementing
the 9/11 recommendations and ending
subsidies for big o0il companies.

Since that time, we passed legisla-
tion that changes the direction of the
war in Iraq, but also fully funding our
troops and supporting our veterans. At
the end of last month, we also passed a
budget resolution that balances our
budget within 5 years, something that
the Bush administration and his budg-
ets have not been able to do.

Not only is our budget fiscally re-
sponsible, it also increases the funding
for children’s health care, for edu-
cation and for veterans health care, all
without raising taxes. Yes, we are
going in a new direction.

——————

IMMIGRATION

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, most of us just returned from
2 weeks talking with constituents. In
the Third District of Texas, folks only
had one thing on their mind, illegal im-
migration.

They were hopping mad that illegal
immigrants come into this country at
all. They told me any proposal that
would grant automatic American citi-
zenship to illegal immigrants would be
blanket amnesty, and they’re right.

People have waited years to become
American citizens through the legal
proper channels. Granting blanket am-
nesty to untold millions of illegal im-
migrants undercuts the merits of cre-
ating a legal citizenship program. Just
like in the 1980s, if we grant amnesty
now, many more illegal immigrants
will simply flock into our country and
demand their day for amnesty. Amer-
ica must be a Nation that respects the
rule of law and enforces it.
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TIME FOR NEW DIRECTION IN
IRAQ

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, during
the President’s weekly radio address,
he accused the Democrats of spending
68 days pushing legislation that would
undercut our troops.

During his tour of the Middle East
yvesterday, Defense Secretary Robert
Gates said, ‘“The debate in Congress
has been helpful in demonstrating to
the Iraqis that American patience is
limited.”” He goes on to say, it has a
positive impact ‘‘communicating to
the Iraqis that this is not an open-
ended commitment.”

So who’s right? Either the Secretary
of the Defense, who is calling for the
Iraqis to take ownership of their coun-
try, or the President, who is playing
politics here at home? The Congress
has provided the President the one
thing he has refused to develop after 4
years of war: a policy to get the Iraqis
off the sidelines and onto the field.

So after years of chaos and blood-
shed, when the administration asks for
more troops and more time and more of
the same, we are calling for account-
ability of the Iraqis and a responsible
redeployment of U.S. troops. Our
troops are bearing all of the responsi-
bility for the President’s policy, and
the Iraqis have no accountability.

Secretary Gates, thank you for your
honest assessment of what it takes to
bring a new direction to Iraq.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). The Chair reminds Members to
direct their remarks to the Chair and
not to others, as in the second person.

———

YVETTE CADE—VICTOR NOT
VICTIM

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in 2005, Yvette
Cade walked into the Maryland court-
room of District Judge Richard
Palumbo to extend the restraining
order she had on her estranged hus-
band. She was tired of the abuse. She
wanted ‘‘an immediate and absolute di-
vorce.”’

Judge Palumbo, however, refused to
grant the victim’s request, made snide
remarks and dismissed the assault
case, including the protective order.
Two weeks later, Yvette Cade’s es-
tranged husband walked into her place
of business, doused her with gasoline,
struck a match and set her on fire.

Miraculously, Yvette Cade survived
this brutal attack. She received third-
degree burns over 60 percent of her
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body, yet she refused to let her phys-
ical injuries silence her voice. She be-
came an outspoken advocate against
domestic violence, urging women in
abusive relationships to leave. She has
appeared on ‘‘Nancy Grace” and
“Oprah.”

During this National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, we honor remarkable
people like Yvette Cade who speak out
for victims. Tonight, the Congressional
Victims’ Rights Caucus will award
Yvette Cade the Unsung Hero Award
for triumphing over her personal trag-
edy to become a victor rather than a
victim.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

FINDING A BETTER WAY IN
AMERICA

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask all of us what kind of Na-
tion are we when we neglect the needs
of our senior citizens.

In the past 2 weeks, I have received
over 15,000 cards from voters in Wis-
consin, just like this one from Elaine
in Peshtigo which reads: ‘I am soon an
80-year-old woman and a widow. My
husband and I farmed, and we certainly
had hard times the first years. But the
years now are harder for old people. Oil
companies take a huge profit. The
CEOs make a salary no man on Earth
is worth. The pill companies are taking
huge profits with no consideration for
our old people. The people of my gen-
eration lived through the Depression,
World War II and two more wars, and
now, in our old age, we face other ob-
stacles.”

My friends, there is a better way of
doing things in America, and by work-
ing together, we will find it with no pa-
tient left behind.

——————

BALANCE BUDGET BY
CONTROLLING SPENDING

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
the battle of ideas is alive and well
here in the House of Representatives
where we have two different parties
with two different philosophies; and
nowhere is that more clear than in the
budget debate that is occurring today.

In the budget that passed the House
before the Easter recess, the majority
passed the largest tax increase in
American history. I just held 34 town
hall meetings in my First Congres-
sional District of Wisconsin, and my
constituents are telling me they don’t
want to see the per-child tax credit get
cut in half. They don’t want to see the
marriage penalty come back. They
don’t want to see income tax rates
raised across the board. They don’t
want to see the death tax come back in
full force.
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