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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

CALLING FOR JUSTICE IN DARFUR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
we see from time to time, way too 
often from my perspective, a divisive, 
partisan discussion, debate, and often-
times nearly fisticuffs on this House 
floor. But, Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight 
to speak about an issue that each of us, 
every one of us, can agree upon, where 
there is no partisan or political consid-
eration. And that, Mr. Speaker, is what 
is transpiring, has transpired over the 
last several years in Darfur. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that there 
have been 2 million citizens of Sudan 
who today no longer live in their 
homes or their villages, and we know 
that there have been 450,000 people 
killed in Sudan. It is something that 
demands our attention. It is something 
that we as a Congress, we as a country 
and we as a world must come together 
to bring the death and destruction, the 
inhumanity, the hunger, the violence 
to an end. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity 
several weeks ago to join the Honor-
able STENY HOYER, the distinguished 
majority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in a visit to Darfur. And 
there, of course, we had the oppor-
tunity to meet with government offi-
cials, but we also had the opportunity 
to see for ourselves the conditions that 
human beings are living in today. And 
while I hope our meetings with govern-
ment officials were useful, I know the 
view I saw, the scenes that were 
brought to my attention, the people I 
met transcend any meeting I could 
have with a government official to dis-
cuss what is going on but was an oppor-
tunity for me to have my life changed 
as a human being to see that we all 
have a cause to see that life prevails 
and justice endures. 

Upon my return, Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I took the opportunity to visit the 
Holocaust Museum. This week is the 
week of remembrance of the Holocaust, 
and while there, I saw the quote from 
Isaiah, Isaiah 43:10, that says: ‘‘You are 
my witness.’’ Mr. Speaker, that speaks 
to me and should speak to all of us. We 
are the witness of the holocaust today. 
And many Members of Congress, much 
more so than I and for longer periods of 
time than I have paid attention to this 
issue, have been trying to rise to the 
occasion and bring awareness to the 
world. And I commend my colleagues 
who have been outspoken on this issue 
for a long time, and I join them to-
night. 

And today I was back to the Holo-
caust Museum, where President Bush 
spoke. And, yes, it was a remembrance 
of the death and destruction that the 
Jewish community, the people of the 
Jewish faith suffered, but it also 
brought home the importance of ad-
dressing genocide and death today. And 
I commend our President for his de-
mands that the Sudanese government 
allow an African Union/U.N. peace-
keeping force, that they reach out to 
the rebel leaders, that they end their 
support for the violent Janjaweed mili-
tia and they permit humanitarian aid 
to pass. And President Bush outlined 
some steps that we as a country are 
willing to take and requests that we 
can make to the United Nations. 

Congress has designated this week as 
the ‘‘Days of Remembrance’’ in order 
to commemorate those victims of the 
Holocaust. While at that Holocaust 
Museum, I learned much about the 
reach of the Holocaust and saw images 
of death and dehumanization. And as I 
reflected upon the Jews past and con-
sidered the future of African tribes in 
Darfur, I have to ask a question: Are 
we going to wait until the proportions 
of death are similar to the Holocaust 
before we take action? 

The exhibit that moved me the most, 
Mr. Speaker, was the list of 10,000 indi-
viduals who took action during the 
Holocaust. They have been identified 
by the Israelis as ‘‘the Righteous 
Among the Nations,’’ those who risked 
their lives to save innocent Jews dur-
ing Nazi rule. 

When the conflict in Darfur has 
ended, everyone will feel sorrow for the 
unnecessary loss of life. But will our 
Nation be among those, will we as indi-
viduals be among those who feel shame 
for inaction or pride for standing up for 
justice in Darfur? 

f 

DRUM BEATS OF WAR ARE 
GROWING LOUDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 
drum beats of war are growing louder. 
There is a growing fear here and 
around the world that the President, 
either alone or by proxy, will order a 
military strike against Iran. 

The President has escalated the mili-
tary presence in Iraq at the same time 
he has escalated the military rhetoric 
concerning Iran. The President’s accu-
sations against Iran are being planted 
like seeds in fertile ground. Is this how 
the President cultivates diplomacy, or 
is he sowing the seeds for another war? 

The House must pass legislation that 
would require a debate and a vote be-
fore the President orders U.S. Forces 
to launch a military strike against 
Iran. This is the people’s House, and 
the American people have spoken. 
They don’t trust the President, and 
they are worried about his saber rat-
tling toward Iran. 

I think of it this way: If Iraq is a 
quagmire, and it is, then Iran will be 
quicksand, with America sinking deep-
er and deeper into a disastrous foreign 
policy grounded in brute force and pro-
ducing brutal consequences: thousands 
of American soldiers dead, tens of 
thousands of American soldiers gravely 
wounded, billions of dollars borrowed 
and wasted, over 100,000 Iraqi civilians 
killed and injured, a raging civil war. 

And after all that, the President and 
the Vice President say a military op-
tion is on the table for Iran. To prove 
it, U.S. warships were ordered into the 
Gulf 2 weeks ago. It was a show of mili-
tary might around the date that the 
Russian military intelligence sources 
have widely forecast that the U.S. 
would strike Iran in stories posted on-
line and in newspapers. 

The current political regime in Iran 
is a government I do not endorse or 
support, but the record must show that 
the President’s policies in Iraq created 
the problem the President now warns 
he will fix by military action, if nec-
essary. 

After the overthrow of Saddam Hus-
sein, the President installed Paul 
Bremer as America’s de facto premier 
of Iraq. Mr. Bremer answered only to 
the White House and not to the Iraqi 
people. Bremer dictated a series of 
policies that dismantled Iraq from the 
inside out. With the White House call-
ing his every move, Bremer first dis-
mantled the Iraqi civil society, plung-
ing an entire nation into chaos. The 
Iraqi civilians who ran everything from 
sewage treatment plants to traffic con-
trol to keeping the lights on were sum-
marily fired. The country’s infrastruc-
ture remains crippled by Bremer’s 
order 4 years later. Bremer also dis-
missed Iraq’s military, and in so doing, 
he put tens of thousands of demoralized 
Iraqis on the streets with a gun and a 
grudge. The vast majority of these peo-
ple were in the military for the pay and 
the job, not because they supported 
Saddam. 

With Iraqi civil and military sectors 
wiped out over 4 years ago, there were 
no Iraqis left to guard the borders be-
tween Iraq and Syria and Iraq and Iran. 
The borders have been wide open ever 
since because the appointed proxy gov-
ernment didn’t bother to understand 
the history of the region or a basic na-
tional security need to protect a na-
tion’s borders. 

We know weapons and insurgents 
have been walking across Iraq’s open 
borders. Almost a year ago, leaders 
told me in Amman, and these are Iraqi 
leaders, that the most constructive 
thing the U.S. could do would be to 
withdraw from the cities and redeploy 
to the borders and establish border 
guards. 

Instead of doing something construc-
tive, the President ordered a military 
escalation in Iraq that is destructive. 
The Iraqi people want us out of Iraq. 
The American people want us out of 
Iraq. But the President drives us deep-
er and deeper into Iraq and then 
threatens military action against Iran. 
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