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also the national level. Recently, the Theodore 
plant won the Environmental Performance 
award from the Portland Cement Association. 
Additionally, Dow Jones Sustainability Index 
named Holcim as ‘‘Leader of Industry,’’ and for 
four years, Holcim has been noted in the Dow 
Jones Sustainability World Index and the Dow 
Jones STOXX Sustainability Index in Europe. 

Holcim (US) Inc. is one of the Nation’s lead-
ing manufacturers and suppliers of cement 
and mineral components. With 14 manufac-
turing plants and over 70 distribution facilities 
in the United States, the Holcim Theodore 
plant is a shining star in Holcim’s corporate 
constellation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in congratulating the Holcim cement 
plant in Theodore, Alabama, for all of their 
great accomplishments. I know the plant man-
ager, Joe McFalls, the employees, their 
friends, families, and members of the commu-
nity join with me in praising Holcim for their 
many accomplishments, and I extend thanks 
for their continued service to Mobile County 
and the First Congressional District. 
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Thursday, April 19, 2007 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater Wheelchair Basketball 
team, who—in a stunning display of 
athleticism and courage, captured the 2007 
National Intercollegiate Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship. 

Led by Coach Tracy Chynoweth, the 
Warhawks capped an extraordinary season by 
defeating the Fighting Scots of Edinboro Uni-
versity to win their fourth national champion-
ship in 5 years. UW–Whitewater coiled a 28– 
2 season record, with a conference record of 
18–0. 

The Warhawks were led by freshman stand-
out Joe Chambers, who averaged 15 points 
and 10 rebounds this season and registered 
23 points and 12 rebounds in the champion-
ship game. His play was complemented by 
National Play-of-the-Year Matt Scott, who 
averaged 14.5 points per game, including 14 
points and 9 rebounds against Edinboro. ‘‘It’s 
an honor to be a part of this team,’’ said 
Chambers. ‘‘We clicked on all cylinders and 
played like a band of brothers.’’ The 
Warhawks are favored to return to the Na-
tional Title game next year as they lose only 
one player from this year’s championship 
team. 

Winning the title in front of 1,750 fans, the 
Warhawks brought tremendous victory home 
to the great state of Wisconsin and estab-
lished their dominance as the premiere wheel-
chair basketball program in the country. I sin-
cerely congratulate the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater Wheelchair Basketball 
team for their remarkable achievements and 
wish them the best of luck in their quest to re-
peat as National Champions. 
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Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1677, the Taxpayer 
Protection Act of 2007. 

This bill accomplishes several important ob-
jectives. It cracks down on websites that at-
tempt to strip unwitting consumers of sensitive 
information by imitating the IRS website. Elec-
tronic filing is on the rise, which is good for 
both consumers and the IRS, and we must 
make sure Americans feel comfortable and se-
cure when paying their taxes online. 

This legislation would also require the IRS 
to notify a taxpayer when it becomes evident 
in the course of a tax fraud investigation that 
he or she may have been the victim of identify 
theft. In the past, when presented with evi-
dence of such fraud, the IRS, incredulously, 
would not apprise an individual of the serious 
situation he or she was facing. This must 
change. 

In addition, the bill would also simplify tax 
filing requirements for businesses owned joint-
ly by a husband and wife and make it easier 
for a married couple to file as a single propri-
etor of a business rather than as a partner-
ship. It increases consumer protections from 
predatory providers of refund anticipation 
loans, gives taxpayers more time to recover 
property seized improperly by the IRS, and 
updates federal law to stop certain forms of 
tax fraud. 

Perhaps most importantly, this bill would 
strengthen our outreach to people entitled to 
cash back on their tax returns under the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The EITC 
is effective because it rewards work. The fami-
lies of Americans who work hard but don’t 
earn a lot should not be forced to live in pov-
erty. However, recent evaluations have shown 
that approximately 25 percent of hardworking 
households eligible for the EITC have not 
claimed it, and billions of dollars in targeted 
tax credits did not end up in the hands of the 
workers who needed them most. 

When hundreds of millions of Americans 
step up to invest in their country by paying 
their taxes, they must know that Congress is 
looking out for their best interests. By passing 
this bill, we are doing just that. 

I thank my colleagues and urge passing of 
the bill. 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join my colleagues and my constitu-
ents in solemn recognition of Yom Hashoah, 
or Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remem-
brance Day; a special day where we mourn 
the millions of Jews who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis. 

This day has special significance for Jews, 
the main target of Nazi atrocities. I represent 
many constituents who are Holocaust sur-
vivors and many more that lost friends, rel-
atives and loved ones. We mourn their loss; 
honor their memory; and unite in opposition to 
acts of bigotry and intolerance. 

We also pause to remember the innocent 
people of Darfur. The mass killings, acts of 
rape, and displacement of innocent civilians 
occurring daily in Darfur is unconscionable 
and must end. This is a moment in human his-
tory when the poignant expression ‘‘Never 
Again’’ must be repeated over and over again, 
coupled with real action to end this tragic pe-
riod of human suffering. 

This year, as we commemorate Holocaust 
Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Day on 
Capitol Hill, we pause to remember one Holo-
caust survivor, Professor Liviu Librescu, who 
was tragically killed on the campus of Virginia 
Tech protecting his students from a gunman 
who murdered 32 innocent people. 

His death occurred on Monday, April 16, the 
day Israelis commemorated Yom Hashoah. 

A native of Romania, Liviu Librescu survived 
the Holocaust, endured years of communist 
oppression in Eastern Europe, immigrated to 
Israel in 1978 and then relocated to the United 
States where he taught engineering science 
and mathematics. 

Before the tragedy at Virginia Tech, Pro-
fessor Librescu was known as a passionate, 
world class educator who dedicated his life to 
teaching students. Now, he will also be re-
membered as the hero who saved lives by 
blocking a doorway from an oncoming killer, 
allowing students to escape to safety. Pro-
fessor Librescu sacrificed his life, so that oth-
ers may live. His selfless action in the face of 
such terrifying danger epitomizes the heroism 
and courage that defined Liviu Librescu’s life. 

May the memory of Liviu Librescu, the six 
million Jews who perished in the Holocaust, 
and the victims of genocide in Darfur be 
blessed for all eternity. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF 
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2007 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
here today to pay tribute to a great educator: 
Mr. Paul Vranish, Superintendent for Tomillo 
Independent School District. The Texas Edu-
cation Agency named Mr. Vranish the Com-
munities in Schools Superintendent of the 
Year. 

Mr. Vranish became the Superintendent of 
Tomillo ISD in June 2002. He was recognized 
for his part in his ‘‘Parent Chats’’ program 
which encourages better communication be-
tween the community and the school district. 

Along with increasing dialogue between the 
district officials and the public, Mr. Vranish has 
also worked to bring his students and commu-
nity the information and technology they need 
to excel in the world by providing increased 
computer access and free high-speed internet 
access to Tomillo, a small Texas town near 
the Mexico border. 

Mr. Varnish is a dedicated educator who 
has done much to provide a quality education 
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