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In 1975, Dorothy Height participated in the 

Tribunal at the International Women’s Year 
Conference of the United Nations in Mexico 
City. As a result of this experience, NCNW 
was awarded a grant from the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
to hold a conference within the conference for 
women from the United States, African coun-
tries, South America, Mexico and the Carib-
bean. This was followed with a site visit with 
50 of the women to visit with rural women in 
Mississippi. Under the auspices of the USAID, 
Dorothy Height lectured in South Africa after 
addressing the National Convention of the 
Black Women’s Federation of South Africa 
near Johannesburg (1977). Since 1986, she 
has worked tirelessly to strengthen the Black 
family. 

Madam Speaker, under the leadership of 
Dorothy Height: NCNW achieved tax-exempt 
status in 1966; NCNW dedicated the statue of 
Mary McLeod Bethune in Lincoln Park, Wash-
ington DC in 1974—the first woman to be so 
honored on public land in the Nation’s Capital; 
developed model national and community- 
based programs ranging from teenage par-
enting to pig ‘‘banks’’—which addressed hun-
ger in rural areas; established the Bethune 
Museum and Archives for Black Women, the 
first institution devoted to black women’s his-
tory; established the Bethune Council House 
as a national historic site; transformed NCNW 
into an issue-oriented political organization, 
sponsoring ‘‘Wednesdays in Mississippi’’ when 
interracial groups of women would help out at 
Freedom Schools organizing voter registration 
drives in the South and fostering communica-
tions between black and white women; and 
established the Black Family Reunion Cele-
bration in 1986 to reinforce the historic 
strengths and traditional values of the black 
family. 

Among the major awards bestowed upon 
Dorothy Irene Height in gratitude and appre-
ciation for her service to our Nation and the 
world are the following: Presidential Medal of 
Freedom presented by President Bill Clinton; 
Congressional Gold Medal presented by Presi-
dent George W. Bush; John F. Kennedy Me-
morial Award; NAACP—Spingarn Medal; Ha-
dassah Myrtle Wreath of Achievement; Min-
isterial Interfaith Association Award; Ladies 
Home Journal—Woman of the Year; Congres-
sional Black Caucus—Decades of Service; 
President Ronald Reagan—Citizens Medal; 
Franklin Roosevelt—Freedom Medal; Essence 
Award; and the Camille Cosby World of Chil-
dren Award. 

Dorothy Height was also elected to the Na-
tional Women’s Hall of Fame and is the recipi-
ent of 36 honorary degrees from colleges and 
universities as diverse as: Tuskegee Univer-
sity, Harvard University, Spelman College, 
Princeton University, Bennett College, Pace 
University, Lincoln University, Columbia Uni-
versity, Howard University, New York Univer-
sity, Morehouse College, and Meharry Medical 
College. 

Madam Speaker, Dorothy Height has wit-
nessed or participated in virtually every major 
movement for social and political change in 
the last century. For nearly 75 years, Dorothy 
Height has fought for the equality and human 
rights of all people. She was the only female 
member of the ‘‘Big 6’’ civil rights leaders 
(Whitney Young, Jr., A. Philip Randolph, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., James Farmer, and Roy 
Wilkins). Her vision and dedication made 

NCNW the premier organization in advocating 
for the health, education and economic em-
powerment for all women of African descent 
around the world. 

Thank you, Dorothy Height, for your service 
to our Nation. You have made America a bet-
ter place for all persons of all races, religions, 
and backgrounds. You have mentored hun-
dreds, been a role model to thousands, and a 
hero to millions. You are an American original. 
I am glad to count you as a friend. 
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HONORING FRANK KRUESI 
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OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 20, 2007 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the long and distinguished 
career of my friend, Frank Kruesi. After 9 
years of dedicated service, Kruesi is retiring 
as President of the Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA). 

Prior to his service at the CTA, Mr. Kruesi 
served as Chief Policy Officer for the City of 
Chicago for Mayor Richard M. Daley. He also 
served as the Executive Officer of the Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s Office and was the 
legislative assistant to then-Senator Richard 
M. Daley in the Illinois General Assembly, 
where he focused on mental disabilities, 
human services, and juvenile justice legislative 
initiatives. 

Mr. Kruesi’s more than 30 years of public 
service have included service at every level of 
government including serving as Assistant 
Secretary for Transportation Policy in the 
United States Department of Transportation 
under President Clinton. In that post, he ad-
vised two Secretaries of Transportation and 
developed policy initiatives in all forms of 
transportation. 

Throughout his career, Frank Krusei has 
overseen numerous achievements met by the 
CTA. Under Mr. Kruesi’s leadership, CTA has 
made service improvements on two-thirds of 
its bus routes and on all, its rail routes. A total 
of 281 bus of service improvements have 
been implemented which include 25 new bus 
routes, expanded hours of service, added trips 
to reduce wait time, and route changes to im-
prove access and connectivity. 

Innovative programs such as U–Pass, a 
program of discounted passes for college stu-
dents, have also been implemented during Mr. 
Kruesi’s tenure. The program is the largest of 
its kind in the Nation, with 76,000 students at 
33 area colleges participating. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of Illinois, I congratulate 
Frank Kruesi on his long career and thank him 
for his service to the City of Chicago. I wish 
him the best of luck in all his future endeav-
ors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF OUR NATION’S 
NURSES 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 20, 2007 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to America’s nurses during 

National Nurse Recognition Week. From Flor-
ence Nightingale, to Clara Barton, to the un-
sung heroes of today, the nurses of this coun-
try have provided invaluable service in times 
of peace and of war. Providing comfort to the 
elderly, the sick, and the dying is a, noble yet 
all too often thankless task. It is for this reason 
that we take this week in May to honor the ex-
traordinary contributions of nurses to society. 

On March 30, 1981 President Ronald 
Reagan was shot in the chest outside the Hil-
ton Hotel in Washington, D.C. He was then 
rushed to the George Washington University 
Hospital. When recounting his experience, 
President Reagan often spoke of a nurse who 
held his hand as he was taken into surgery. 
This simple act by an unknown woman com-
forted the President during his time of pain 
and fear. Almost a year later, President 
Reagan proclaimed that National Recognition 
Day for Nurses would be observed on May 6. 
Since then, the recognition has been ex-
panded to a weeklong celebration. 

With over 2.7 million registered nurses in 
this country, nursing is the largest health care 
profession. These men and women administer 
care, with profound compassion, in homes, 
hospitals, and schools across the nation. The 
theme of this year’s National Nurses Week is, 
fittingly, ‘‘Nursing . . . profession and a pas-
sion.’’ When Americans fall ill, it is the nurse 
who tends to their daily needs and provides 
comfort in times of uncertainty and pain. I 
want to take this opportunity to thank our na-
tion’s nurses for their commitment to the serv-
ice of others. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JOSEPH KEANE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 20, 2007 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of a dear friend Joseph 
‘‘Joey’’ Keane, a man who inspired countless 
people in my hometown of South Buffalo 
through his example, strength of character, 
and spirit. 

Joey Keanes life was filled with many bless-
ings. He was blessed with an extraordinary 
family; his parents Richard and Catherine 
Keane embraced him with love and care as 
they did all of their children, his 15 siblings, 7 
sisters and 8 brothers, enriched his life with 
love, laughter, and respect, and the Seneca 
Street neighborhood that was his home and 
the place where he was beloved by neighbors, 
family friends, and business owners alike. 

The Keanes are a politically prominent fam-
ily in Buffalo, NY. Joey’s brothers Dick & Jim 
were elected to public office, his brother Neil 
served as Fire Commissioner but many would 
argue that Joey was the best politician of them 
all. 

His brother Jim explained Joey and the im-
pact he has had on others best when he said, 
‘‘Joey’s taught us a lot of lessons, and he’s 
taught us the lighter side of life. I think Joey 
has made it easier for all of us to laugh at our-
selves. That’s part of the Joey Keane mys-
tique. You learn humility and how to laugh at 
yourself from the Joey Keanes of the world.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I would like to offer my 
deepest condolences to the entire Keane 
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