E824

As a prerequisite to expansion, my bill re-
quires the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to implement an effective biometric air
border exit system, US-VISIT air exit, so we
can know at all times who is in our country.
My bill also requires that VWP travelers be
screened against terrorist and criminal watch
lists and that VWP countries report all lost and
stolen passports, so these passports cannot
be used by terrorists and criminals. We must
also improve information-sharing with our
VWP partner countries to be able to know
whether a traveler might present a threat to
the U.S. In addition, before admitting new
countries to the VWP, DHS must consider
other security factors, such as the country’s
passport standards, airport security, whether
the country has an effective air marshal pro-
gram, and whether its nationals have a history
of compliance with our immigration and other
laws.

My bill maintains the requirement that the
nationals of a VWP country demonstrate they
will comply with our immigration laws. Some
who advocate expanding the Visa Waiver Pro-
gram say that preventing terrorism should be
our only concern and that we should not con-
sider whether a country’s nationals have a his-
tory of immigration violations or visa over-
stays. While preventing terrorist travel is our
primary security concern, it is not our only se-
curity concern. As we have seen in recent
worksite enforcement actions, persons living
and working in the U.S. illegally can also
present security risks to our citizens and our
economy, such as engaging in identity theft, or
they can be exploited by criminal or terrorist
elements. Robust border security, where we
have control of who enters and leaves our
country and know they are here for legitimate
purposes, must be central to any expansion of
the VWP. To that end, | am pleased to offer
an approach to accomplishing this goal—the
Secure Visa Waiver Travel Act of 2007.
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Monday, April 23, 2007

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, due to
being unavoidably delayed, | missed votes on
H.R. 1677 (rolicall No. 214) and H. Res. 196
(rolicall No. 215). | would have voted in favor
of both H.R. 1677 and H. Res. 196, had |
been present to record my vote.

———

HONORING THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 23, 2007

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the African American Association.
Throughout its extraordinary history, the Asso-
ciation has been known for promoting equality,
diversity, social justice, and African American
community empowerment. This year the Asso-
ciation celebrates the 45th anniversary of its
founding.

The African American Association was first
organized in the early 1960s by African Amer-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ican students at the University of California,
Berkeley. Among the founding members were
community leaders such as Khalid Al-Mansour
(known then as Don Warden); future Judges
Henry Ramsey and Thelton Henderson; future
Congressman and Oakland Mayor Ron Del-
lums; and future Black Panthers Huey Newton
and Bobby Seale.

The Association’s founding occurred in the
midst of a turbulent time for African Americans
and for our country. Malcolm X was fearlessly
expressing his views on race relations. Many
African nations were being liberated after
years of colonial rule and oppression. The civil
rights movement was gaining national momen-
tum, and many young African Americans were
feeling a newfound source of pride in their Af-
rican heritage. A primary impetus for the
group’s establishment was an interest in learn-
ing the real history of Africa and slavery in the
United States. Not having the resources for a
mass media campaign, group members took
their message to where the people were: they
took their message to the streets.

Of central importance to Association mem-
bers were questions related to the African
American self-image. Members wanted to ad-
dress the negative light in which many African
Americans viewed themselves, specifically in
the context of their African heritage and phys-
ical features. Moreover, the Association’s mis-
sion was to help African Americans cultivate
the sense of self-love that for many had been
missing as a result of slavery’s destructive leg-
acy within the African American community
and throughout our country.

After being met with skepticism initially, the
Association began to reach more and more
people with their message of empowerment.
Members began reaching a wider audience by
broadcasting a half-hour radio show on Oak-
land KDIA, entitled We Care Enough To Tell
It Like It Is. After approximately a year of
meeting in various locations, the Association
established regular meeting facilities on Grove
Street in Oakland. The best known and most
attended events were the Association’s weekly
Monday Night Lectures and Friday Night Fo-
rums. These gatherings featured discussions
of books on African and African American his-
tory, religion, architecture, current events, and
other topics. People of all ages attended these
lively meetings because they always rep-
resented an opportunity to learn, and to look
at things from a new perspective.

Over the years, the Association continued
its advocacy for social, political, economic,
and educational equality for African Ameri-
cans. Members urged African Americans to
establish businesses, and the Association
formed its own employment office to match
members with job opportunities. The Associa-
tion also remained centrally involved in the
struggle to promote education among young
African Americans, urging them to not only
complete their education but to obtain the
highest grades at the highest level of edu-
cation that they could. In addition, the Asso-
ciation organized to address countless other
issues, including community safety, the dev-
astating impact of the Jonestown Massacre,
and social justice in African countries.

Today the members and supporters of the
African American Association have come to-
gether to celebrate not only the organization’s
45th anniversary, but also the group’s perma-
nent and positive impact on our community.
On this very special day, | join all of the mem-
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bers in thanking and saluting the Association
for its profound contributions to California’s 9th
Congressional District, our country, and our
world.
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Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | missed
rolicall votes during the week of April 16,
2007. On rollcall vote No. 214, the motion to
suspend the rules and pass, as amended,
H.R. 1677, the Tax Payer Protection Act, |
would have voted “yea”; on rollcall vote No.
215, the motion to suspend the rules and
agree to H. Res. 196, supporting the goals
and ideals of World Water Day, | would have
voted “yea”; on rollcall vote No. 216, the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree, as
amended, to H. Con. Res. 100, condemning
the recent violent actions of the Government
of Zimbabwe against peaceful opposition party
activists and members of civil society, | would
have voted “yea”; on rollcall vote No. 217, the
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H.
Res. 273, supporting the goals and ideals of
Financial Literacy Month, | would have voted
“yea”; on rollcall vote No. 218, the motion to
suspend the rules and agree to H. Con. Res.
76, honoring the 50th Anniversary of the Inter-
national Geophysical Year, | would have voted
“yea.”
yOn rollcall vote No. 219, ordering the pre-
vious question, | would have voted “yea”; on
rollcall vote No. 220, agreeing to H. Res. 301,
the rule providing for consideration of H.R.
1257, Shareholder Vote on Executive Com-
pensation Act, | would have voted “yea”; on
rollcall vote No. 221, the motion to suspend
the rules and agree to H. Res. 306, offering
heartfelt condolences to the victims and their
families regarding the horrific violence at Vir-
ginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia, | would
have voted “yea”; on rollcall vote No. 222,
agreeing to the Chabot of Ohio Amendment
No. 1, | would have voted “nay”; on rollcall
vote No. 223, agreeing to the Chabot of Ohio
Amendment No. 2, | would have voted “no”;
on rollcall vote No. 224, the motion to recom-
mit, with instructions, H.R. 1361, the Relief for
Entrepreneurs: Coordination of Objectives and
Values for Effective Recovery Act, | would
have voted “nay.”

On rollcall vote No. 225, passage of H.R.
1361, the Relief for Entrepreneurs: Coordina-
tion of Objectives and Values for Effective Re-
covery Act, | would have voted “yea”; On roll-
call vote No. 226, the motion to suspend the
rules and agree to H. Res. 300, commending
the achievements of the Rutgers University
women’s basketball team and applauding the
character and integrity of their student-ath-
letes, | would have voted “yea”; On rollcall
vote No. 227, the motion to suspend the rules
and agree to H. Res. 293, supporting the
goals and ideals highlighted through National
Volunteer Week, | would have voted “yea”;
On rollcall vote No. 228, ordering the previous
question on H. Res. 317, | would have voted
“yea”; On rollcall vote No. 229, agreeing to H.
Res. 317, providing for consideration of H.R.
1905 and H.R. 1906, | would have voted
“yea”; On rollcall vote No. 230, the motion to
recommit with instructions H.R. 1905, |
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