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in the U.S. Armed Forces. A soldier who felt 
we must defend America and fight for free-
dom, Sgt. Flanagan received glowing rec-
ommendations from his superior officers and 
fellow soldiers. One of the principle reasons 
that he re-enlisted was to act as a mentor to 
the newly enlisted soldiers and to help train 
Iraqi army recruits. 

Speaking of his future as a soldier and a 
patriot, Sgt. Flanagan once wrote a poem that 
included the words, ‘‘And now, my son, I pray 
to thee. Never ever forget me; that I died a 
soldier’s death, to keep you free with my last 
breath.’’ 

In times when children and families need 
role models to look up to and emulate, Ser-
geant Flanagan was a true American hero. 
Our community feels his loss immensely. 

I hope that in renaming this post office, we 
will memorialize Sergeant Flanagan’s courage 
and never forget his sacrifice for this great Na-
tion. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. We have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1402. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

RACHEL CARSON POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 1434) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 896 Pittsburgh 
Street in Springdale, Pennsylvania, as 
the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1434 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. RACHEL CARSON POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 896 
Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Pennsyl-
vania, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I might 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I am pleased to join with my colleagues 
in the consideration of H.R. 1434, which 
names the postal facility in Spring-
dale, Pennsylvania after Rachel Car-
son. 

H.R. 1434, which was introduced by 
Representative JASON ALTMIRE of 
Pennsylvania on March 9, 2007, was re-
ported from the Oversight Committee 
on March 29, 2007, by voice vote. This 
measure, which has been cosponsored 
by 40 Members, has the support of the 
entire Pennsylvania, congressional del-
egation. 

Starting in the mid-1940s, Ms. Carson 
became concerned about the use of 
newly invented pesticides, especially 
dichloro diphenyl trichloroethane, bet-
ter known as DDT. This turned into an 
amazing thesis she entitled ‘‘Silent 
Spring.’’ ‘‘Silent Spring’’ focused on 
the environment and the effect of pes-
ticides on humans. This was known as 
Carson’s greatest work. She worked to 
defend the claims in ‘‘Silent Spring’’ 
until her death. It is believed that Car-
son’s ‘‘Silent Spring’’ was the catalyst 
for the United States taking a more in- 
depth look at the use of pesticides, as 
well as the founding of government 
agencies such as the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Madam Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the mem-
ory, legacy, and contributions of Ra-
chel Carson and urge swift passage of 
this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume to 
speak in total support of the naming of 
this post office. 

As a member of the committee, I 
thoroughly support the fact that we 
have not yet done enough to recognize 
some of the brave people from the past 
who created the government, the good 
parts of government that we take cred-
it for every day. Certainly, I believe 
this is a good example. Not only was 
she, in fact, the person most respon-
sible for recognizing the dangers of 
DDT and leading to the banning of it, 
but, quite frankly, Rachel Carson, in 
her novel ‘‘Silent Spring,’’ brought to 
the forefront the very concept of writ-
ing works which are widely read, and, 
in fact, can make a real difference in 
America’s point of view. 

b 1445 
Rachel Carson was born in 1907 in a 

rural area of Springdale, Pennsylvania, 
where she first acquired her interest in 
nature. Majoring in marine biology, 
with a strong background in creative 
writing, she graduated from Chatham 
College in 1929 magna cum laude. De-
spite financial difficulties, Ms. Carson 
continued her studies at Johns Hopkins 
University, graduating in 1932 with a 
graduate degree in zoology. While ex-
panding her great passion about zool-
ogy and other living things, Carson 
taught at Johns Hopkins and at the 
University of Maryland while pursuing 
her doctorate degree. 

Due to financial circumstances, Car-
son found a part-time position as a 
writer for radio scripts at the United 
States Bureau of Fisheries. She was 
faced with sexist resistance, not un-
common at that time, not uncommon 
at this time, as she took the civil serv-
ice exam, but after obtaining a high 
score, she was given a full-time posi-
tion as a junior aquatic biologist at the 
Bureau of Fisheries. At the U.S. Bu-
reau of Fisheries, Ms. Carson sub-
mitted one of her radio scripts, named 
‘‘Undersea,’’ to the Atlantic Monthly, 
which was published in 1937. Pub-
lishers, impressed with her writing, en-
couraged her to expand the article into 
book entitled Under the Sea-Wind. 

Carson continued to write. Her sec-
ond book, The Sea Around Us, was on 
the New York Times best seller list for 
86 weeks and won the 1952 National 
Book Award and earned her two hon-
orary doctorates. The book was then 
made into an Oscar-winning documen-
tary. Her writing achievements did not 
end here, as she went on to publish a 
third and fourth book and write numer-
ous magazine articles. 

Ms. Carson’s fourth and legendary 
book, Silent Spring, greatly influenced 
the way Americans thought about the 
environment and was discussed by 
President John F. Kennedy. One of the 
main themes of her novel was how all 
aspects of the environment were con-
nected. She explained that when one 
uses a pesticide to exterminate a par-
ticular organism, the poison travels up 
the entire food chain, ultimately af-
fecting large animals and humans. 
With the publication of Silent Spring, 
Carson was able to draw in reputable 
scientists in support of her cause of re-
sponsible DDT usage and help spread 
awareness of its impact on the environ-
ment. 

Rachel Carson was elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and received many honors, in-
cluding the Audubon Medal and the 
Cullen Medal of the American Geo-
graphical Society, for her achieve-
ments. Unfortunately, poor health kept 
Ms. Carson from witnessing the ban on 
DDT in the United States, as she 
passed away in 1964. She was awarded 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
posthumously in 1980. 

Carson’s legacy lives on as the quiet 
and consistent voice urging people to 
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come to terms with nature. The major 
conference room at the headquarters of 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
is named the Rachel Carson Room. The 
Rachel Carson State Office Building is 
located in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
and is home to the Department of En-
vironmental Protection and the De-
partment of Conservation and Natural 
Resources. There are also numerous 
bridges, parks, and schools which bear 
her name as well. 

To further recognize and honor her 
contributions in the centennial cele-
bration of her birth and to honor her 
life as a teacher, scientist, environ-
mentalist, activist, and, most of all, 
writer, please join me in supporting 
and passing H.R. 1434. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, it is now my pleasure to yield such 
time as he may consume to the sponsor 
of this bill, one of the outstanding new 
Members of the House, Representative 
JASON ALTMIRE, from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois and the gentleman from California 
for their very eloquent remarks. 

This is a very special day for me. I 
grew up in southwestern Pennsylvania, 
right across the river from Springdale, 
Pennsylvania, where Rachel Carson 
was born and raised and where she is 
truly a legendary figure. She is an icon 
in western Pennsylvania, and this is a 
very special year for Rachel Carson’s 
memory because May 27, 2007, would 
have been Rachel Carson’s 100th birth-
day. 

And she has received tremendous 
honors throughout her life. We do have, 
as the gentleman said, bridges named 
after her and schools and other things. 
But I can think of no greater represen-
tation for the beginning of Rachel Car-
son and the beginning of the modern 
environmental movement than to have 
the post office in her hometown of 
Springdale named after her. And, iron-
ically, Springdale itself last year cele-
brated its centennial, so she was born 
in the very early days of Springdale. 
And this bill has widespread support 
throughout the district that I rep-
resent, the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict where Springdale is located, but 
also throughout all of western Pennsyl-
vania and all of Pennsylvania. And I do 
thank the gentleman for his kind re-
marks. But I wanted to talk a little bit 
about Rachel Carson. 

As I said, she was born in 1907 in 
Springdale. She graduated from the 
Pennsylvania College for Women, 
which currently is known as Chatham 
College. And Rachel Carson got her de-
gree in English, which would serve her 
well in her writing career over the 
years. She earned her master’s degree 
in zoology from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, so she has very strong ties to 
Maryland, and I am going to talk a lit-
tle bit more about that because she 
taught zoology at the University of 
Maryland, right down the road from 

where we are right now. And while she 
continued her studies at the Marine Bi-
ological Laboratories in Woodshole, 
Massachusetts, she continued her 
teaching career. So in the very early 
days, she was getting to know the envi-
ronment and getting a greater under-
standing of the world around her and 
what was to come in her life. 

Now, according to Time Magazine, 
‘‘It was there in her early twenties that 
she first saw and became enchanted 
with the enormous mysteries of the 
sea.’’ And as I talked about, this was a 
lifelong passion for Rachel Carson. Her 
early writings at the time focused on 
the waters and the seas, and I believe a 
lot of that has to do with her upbring-
ing in Springdale, Pennsylvania, be-
cause the Allegheny River flows right 
through the town there, right along the 
river, and she spent a lot of time study-
ing the river in her youth growing up. 
And the Rachel Carson homestead, 
which is her childhood home, has been 
restored. And there is an active and on-
going presence there in the town, and 
the stories are legendary about her 
spending hours and hours of time sit-
ting there on the riverbank, studying 
the waters and thinking about it. And 
those who knew her at the time knew 
that that was her passion and that was 
going to be the direction of her career 
and her life. 

In 1936 she went to work as a junior 
aquatic biologist at the U.S. Bureau of 
Fisheries, again very suitable to some-
one with that level of interest and that 
educational background. She was the 
second woman in the history of the 
agency to hold a full-time professional 
position. So she was a trailblazer right 
from the start. And her early writings, 
as the gentleman from California men-
tioned, Under the Sea-Wind, The Sea 
Around Us, and The Edge of the Sea, 
celebrated the wonders of nature and 
continued her ongoing expertise and in-
terest in aquatics and the sea. The Sea 
Around Us won the John Burroughs 
Medal, which was then the equivalent 
of what is today the National Book 
Award. So here we see the beginnings 
of a writing career. And this is where 
her English degree comes back, and she 
now has expertise in not only zoology 
and water and the Bureau of Fisheries 
as her profession, but she begins a long 
and fruitful career as an author, so she 
wins what is then the equivalent of the 
National Book Award. And within the 
first year, this was in the 1930s, that 
book sold over 200,000 copies. 

Rachel Carson is most famous, of 
course, for her book, Silent Spring, 
which was published in 1962, and it 
criticizes the use of pesticides, particu-
larly DDT, but not exclusively. It is 
widely created with launching the 
modern environmental movement, in-
cluding Earth Day, which just over this 
past weekend we celebrated Earth Day 
all across the country while Rachel 
Carson is credited with the founding of 
that movement as well. So, again, this 
is a very timely measure today, and I 
do encourage my colleagues to support 
it. 

I did want to mention that, unfortu-
nately, it was not long after the pub-
lishing of Silent Spring that Rachel 
Carson took ill and breast cancer took 
her life at the early age of 56, in 1964. 
But that did not end the legacy of Ra-
chel Carson. In 1980 she was post-
humously awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, which all of our 
Members here know that is an incred-
ible honor to be bestowed upon some-
one. And in 1999 Time Magazine recog-
nized Rachel Carson as one of the 20th 
century’s 100 most influential Ameri-
cans, again a fantastic and well-de-
served honor. 

So, again, throughout western Penn-
sylvania this year, her 100th birthday 
we are celebrating Rachel Carson. And 
it is important, having just had Earth 
Day over the weekend and the increas-
ing awareness of the environment 
around us, that we do allow Springdale 
Township, where this is a very popular 
measure and something that we have 
been waiting to see this day come. I 
would ask my colleagues to show their 
support and recognize the tremendous 
contributions that Rachel Carson has 
had not only for western Pennsylvania, 
not only for the United States of Amer-
ica, but around the world. She truly is 
an icon, and she truly did change the 
world. 

So at this time I would like to thank 
the gentleman from Illinois for allow-
ing me to bring this bill forward. I 
thank the committee, and I thank the 
gentleman from California. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, it is my pleasure now to yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my good friend from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for yielding me the 
time. 

Just a few points about Rachel Car-
son and Silent Spring and the profound 
transformational effect that that book 
had on our society. 

She was a Federal employee. She 
worked for the predecessor of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. She was recog-
nized, even as a child, as an out-
standing writer. But she saw some-
thing that she knew was wrong, and 
she dedicated her life to changing the 
future for subsequent generations of 
Americans and really changed the 
world in terms of its view of pesticides. 

At that time it wasn’t just that pes-
ticides were being poured all over 
farms but in our own residential neigh-
borhoods. I can remember, I am old 
enough to remember, the big clouds of 
pesticides, and we would run in and out 
of them, and we would follow the pes-
ticide truck on bicycles, and we had no 
idea this was poisonous stuff that was 
being put into our lungs, our atmos-
phere. And yet at that time the pes-
ticide industry came up with a doctor, 
he was on television, everybody 
watched him as he said that she was 
absolutely wrong. There was no sub-
stance to her allegations; that if people 
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listened seriously to her, it would 
cause widespread disease and poverty 
all over the world. 

b 1500 
And he said that the scientific evi-

dence shows that there is no harm to 
these pesticides, these toxic chemicals. 
One might refer to that when we look 
at some of the other trailblazers who 
had the courage to speak up, despite 
those who too readily condemn them 
because they are making a profit from 
current conditions. Climate change, en-
docrine disruptions and the like. She 
had the kind of courage and intellect 
and goodness of spirit to change the 
world. I am very pleased that she is 
getting a little recognition from the 
Congress today. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

In closing, I think this is so appro-
priate that we consider today, at a 
time when we are looking at ever more 
vexing issues of the use of pesticides, 
the need for pesticides, the inter-
national conventions. I will be part of 
a group, House and Senate, that will be 
in Belgium this weekend where one of 
the major topics will be meeting with 
the Europeans on the next step in find-
ing ways to limit or eliminate various 
pesticides, in addition to the constant 
effort to deal with ozone-depleting 
chemicals. 

We are, today, as a result of her 
work, we are in fact smarter in the way 
we look at the chemicals that bring 
good things to life, as I think that we 
once said. We don’t assume they are 
bad. We do test to make sure that what 
they do good for us is well measured 
against the side effects. That was a 
standard created as a result of Rachel 
Carson. We are honored to have had 
somebody who worked for the Federal 
Government, who published and who 
cared and who persevered throughout 
her entire life. 

I join with the majority in urging the 
swift passage of this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, to close, let me just thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for intro-
ducing this legislation, and the gen-
tleman from California for his eloquent 
statements in support of it. 

And I sort of reflected, as I listened 
to Representative MORAN, that it is 
good to have all of the eloquence and 
all of the youth, but to have been there 
and be old enough to remember, I join 
with him because I remember DDT as I 
was growing up in rural America, and 
the utilization of it as people would 
spray their crops and use it to fight 
pesticides, but were endangering them-
selves. And there was a great deal of 
fear and consternation. 

So again, I thank the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania for introducing this 
legislation. I urge its support. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1434. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE 
WITH RESPECT TO RAISING 
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGING 
PREVENTION OF SEXUAL AS-
SAULT 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
289) expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives with respect to rais-
ing awareness and encouraging preven-
tion of sexual assault in the United 
States and supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 289 

Whereas, on average, a person is sexually 
assaulted in the United States every two- 
and-a-half minutes; 

Whereas the Department of Justice reports 
that 191,670 people in the United States were 
sexually assaulted in 2005; 

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have 
been victims of rape or attempted rape; 

Whereas children and young adults are 
most at risk, as 44 percent of sexual assault 
victims are under the age of 18, and 80 per-
cent are under the age of 30; 

Whereas sexual assault affects women, 
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in 
the United States; 

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault 
victims pursue prosecution by reporting 
their attack to law enforcement agencies; 

Whereas two-thirds of sexual crimes are 
committed by persons who are not strangers 
to the victims; 

Whereas sexual assault survivors suffer 
emotional scars long after the physical scars 
have healed; 

Whereas prevention education programs 
carried out by rape crisis and women’s 
health centers have the potential to reduce 
the prevalence of sexual assault in their 
communities; 

Whereas because of recent advances in 
DNA technology, law enforcement agencies 
have the potential to identify the rapists in 
tens of thousands of unsolved rape cases; 

Whereas aggressive prosecution can incar-
cerate rapists and therefore prevent them 
from committing further crimes; 

Whereas free, confidential help is available 
to all survivors of sexual assault through the 
National Sexual Assault Hotline, more than 
1,000 rape crisis centers across the United 
States, and other organizations that provide 
services to assist survivors of sexual assault; 

Whereas the rate of sexual assaults has de-
creased by half in the last decade; and 

Whereas April is recognized as ‘‘National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that— 
(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and 

Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate the people of the United 
States about sexual violence and to encour-
age the prevention of sexual assault, the im-
proved treatment of its survivors, and the 
prosecution of its perpetrators; 

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge the more than 20,000,000 men and 
women who have survived sexual assault in 
the United States and salute the efforts of 
survivors, volunteers, and professionals who 
combat sexual assault; 

(C) national and community organizations 
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in pro-
moting awareness about sexual assault, pro-
viding information and treatment to its sur-
vivors, and increasing the number of success-
ful prosecutions of its perpetrators; 

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and 
health professionals should be recognized 
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to increase the percentage 
of sexual assault cases that result in the 
prosecution and incarceration of the offend-
ers; 

(2) the House of Representatives strongly 
recommends national and community orga-
nizations, businesses in the private sector, 
colleges and universities, and the media to 
promote, through National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month, awareness 
of sexual violence and strategies to decrease 
the incidence of sexual assault; and 

(3) the House of Representatives supports 
the goals and ideals of National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 289 recog-
nizes April as National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month. The 
purpose of National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month is to 
increase the public’s awareness and un-
derstanding about sexual violence in 
our society in order to encourage and 
support prevention of sexual assault. 

The United States has the highest 
rate of any country publishing such 
statistics. A person is sexually as-
saulted in the United States every 21⁄2 
minutes. The National Institute of Jus-
tice estimates that over 300,000 women 
and 90,000 men are forcibly raped each 
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