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does not further jeopardize the health of our
oceans in any way.

———
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IN IRAQ
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with a heavy heart to ob-
serve the death of Staff Sergeant Jesse Wil-
liams of Santa Rosa, California. Jesse was a
fine man and a fine soldier, and he leaves be-
hind a loving family bowed but not broken by
the loss of a father, husband, and son.

Sgt. Williams was serving his second tour
with the 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division at the time
of his death during combat operations in
Baqubah, in eastern Iraq.

Before and during his tours in Iraqg, Sgt. Wil-
liams had served in the army with distinction,
earning numerous accolades and awards.
During his first tour in Iraq from 2003-2004 he
earned a Purple Heart after being injured in an
explosive attack. Then, just three weeks be-
fore his death, Sgt. Williams proved his un-
common character and valor when he jumped
in to rescue two fellow soldiers who were
trapped in a flaming vehicle ignited by an in-
surgent attack. For his heroism he is currently
being considered for a Bronze Star.

Sgt. Williams was known to friends and fam-
ily for his sense of humor and love of life. As
a younger man, he found discipline and his
calling when he joined the Boy Scouts. In less
than 2 years he had completed all the require-
ments to become an Eagle Scout, indicating
the highest level of achievement. During a
leave from the Army, he returned to Santa
Rosa and spoke to the City Council in favor of
establishing a memorial for Sonoma County’s
Irag veterans. At the time, he made a strong
impression with his words; now his name will
be one of those featured on the memorial.

Sgt. Williams leaves behind his wife Sonya,
and an 11-month old daughter Amaya. Amaya
was 5 weeks old when Sgt. Williams was de-
ployed to Iraq for his second tour of duty. His
father, Herb Williams, resides in Santa Rosa
as well.

On Monday the community of Santa Rosa
paused to acknowledge their fallen soldier as
hundreds of policemen, firefighters and mem-
bers of the community took to bridges and
overpasses with signs and flags while his cas-
ket was brought back into the city. Yesterday,
almost one thousand people gathered for a
memorial service paying tribute to his life.

Madam Speaker, at this time | ask that my
colleagues join me in rising to pay tribute to
Staff Sergeant Jesse Williams, who gave his
life for his country. | know that his family is im-
mensely proud of his service, and we are all
in his debt.
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Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, | come to
the floor today with a heavy heart. The pass-
ing of the Honorable JUANITA MILLENDER-
MCDONALD is being felt by all who knew her,
and all who were touched by her career in
public service. | want to extend my condo-
lences to her family, friends and constituents
in California’s 37th District for their great loss.

In fact, we all have lost something in the
Chairwoman’s passing. For me, | lost a col-
league, but my wife Annette and | also have
lost a neighbor and friend.

Much has been said in these past days
about what she meant to California and to the
Congress as a whole. When she won her first
election to the City Council of Carson, Cali-
fornia, she committed herself to more than two
decades of public service. As the first African-
American woman to chair a committee here in
the House, she was a trailblazer. And as the
so-called “Mayor of Capitol Hill” she was
charged with ensuring the smooth operation of
the people’s House, while overseeing the big-
gest expansion of the Capitol complex as the
Capitol Visitors Center nears completion.

Madam Speaker, many of us are so busy
that we don’t have time to really get to know
one another. Seeing JUANITA every morning
on my way to the office was an extraordinary
way to start off my day, and in the evening we
would compare notes on our way home. | will
truly miss seeing her and am heart broken by
her untimely passing.

Congress has lost a singularly able and
warm person whose contributions to the great-
er good for her District, the people of Cali-
fornia, the country as a whole, and African-
American women will live on. Our prayers are
with her family as we all mourn the passing of
Chairwoman JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD.

HONORING ROGER DENNIS ON HIS
RETIREMENT
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Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Roger Dennis who is retiring as
Provost of Rutgers University. Roger has been
a member of the Camden Campus community
in Camden, New Jersey for almost a quarter
of a century, and | consider him a dear friend.

Roger has greatly contributed to the reputa-
tion of excellence at Rutgers University. Serv-
ing as Provost since 1997, he fostered excit-
ing developments in the City of Camden and
the Southern New Jersey region. Among
these initiatives are the Rutgers-Camden
Technology Campus, the Senator Walter Rand
Institute for Public Affairs, and the first doc-
toral program in children’s studies to be of-
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fered on the Camden Campus. He has also
spearheaded several ongoing improvements
to the existing campus.

Madam Speaker, | offer my congratulations
to Roger Dennis for his outstanding years of
service to Rutgers University and the City of
Camden. Roger has been a trusted friend and
| thank him for his support and advice over the
years. | wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors.

———————
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize an
organization dedicated to improving volunteer
service, United Way of Bucks County. The
selfless work of the volunteers of United Way
has made us a stronger community in count-
less ways.

For more than 50 years, United Way has
been devoted to improving the community at
large through the use of social services and
volunteer projects. Upon its founding in 1952,
it was known as “The Bucks County United
Services Foundation.” Since then, it has ex-
ceeded its own expectations, surpassing its
own fundraising goals and touching more lives
than was originally thought possible.

Today, United Way of Bucks County strives
to spread its impact to the greatest number of
people. Funding is distributed to three funda-
mental categories: ages and life stages, pro-
moting self-sufficiency, and building a healthy
community. The services of the organization
extend to one in three Bucks County resi-
dents, and have forever changed the lives of
many.

Madam Speaker, simply put, the work done
by United Way of Bucks County touches the
lives of thousands of families. The generosity
of its members reminds us of the basic giving
spirit of Americans. The inner strength and
compassion of humanity is exemplified in
these outstanding volunteers.

The work of United Way of Bucks County
has provided scholarships for daycare and
camps, dignity for the elderly, stability and
friendship for those who need it most and em-
ployment and training for the developmentally
disabled. Most importantly, however, they
have offered hope and extended a hand to
those who most need help.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to rise
today to congratulate, thank and honor United
Way of Bucks County for years of philan-
thropic contributions to society and for making
our community stronger.

—————

NINETY-SECOND COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
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Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, | join today

with many of my colleagues in remembering
the victims of the Armenian Genocide.
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