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Administration of Christian Brothers College
High School when they selected Jay as “Sen-
ior of The Year” among a class of 217 sen-
iors. Moreover, Jay was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and was regularly on the
Honor Roll at CBC.

Jay’s family and high school colleagues
have chosen to honor his life and preserve his
memory by supporting the Martie J. “Jay”
Aboussie, Jr. '01 Scholarship Fund at Chris-
tian Brothers College.

| commend the efforts of his friends and
family in honoring Jay’s life to ensure that his
memory lives on.

———
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
commemoration of the 92nd anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. On April 24, 1915, the
Ottoman government ordered the deportation
of 2.5 minion Armenians. Over the next year,
1.5 million Armenians had been killed or sent
to the horrors of concentration camps.

April 24 lives in the hearts and minds of an
Armenians. And while this day of remem-
brance is somber, the day also brings a sense
of encouragement that stems from the suc-
cess of Armenian-American communities here
at home in the United States, as well as the
independent nation of Armenia. This nation’s
independence has become a living testament
of honor to the memories of the survivors and
their descendents.

| have always supported the Armenian com-
munity. In 2003, | had the opportunity to visit
Armenia and to plant a tree at the Genocide
memorial. We must never forget the horrors
that took place 92 years ago. Let us never for-
get the 1.5 minion Armenians who perished in
1915 and 1916. We know such mass murder
is not a tragedy from a distant past, but a con-
tinuation of the failing to recognize these bar-
baric acts before they are executed.

Mr. Speaker, again, | wish to commemorate
the 92nd anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, and | urge the leadership to bring H.
Res. 106 to the floor for a vote. If we are to
change the future, we must recognize the
past.

———
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today is a day
of remembrance and commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide, one of the darkest chap-
ters of World War I, and the first of the series
of genocides we saw in the 20th Century. We
set today aside to remember, as we do every
year, because it is essential to reflect upon
these terrible events, but we also do so be-
cause we know that the Armenian people

must continually confront and surmount the
legacies and the consequences of those dark
days.

The writer Milan Kundera once wrote that
“The struggle of man against power is the
struggle of memory against forgetting.” There
are those that would deny the Armenian
Genocide, just as there are those that deny
the reality of the Nazi Holocaust. In com-
memorating the Armenian Genocide we col-
lectively engage in that struggle of memory
against forgetting. We do this not only to re-
member the past, but to reaffirm our commit-
ment to prevent such things from ever hap-
pening again, and to strive towards making a
better future for the Armenian people.

It has taken Armenia decades to reach a
point where its people could enjoy their rights
as a free people. Today, we have an oppor-
tunity and a responsibility to help ensure that
the Armenian people can build a better future.
And so, | look forward to continuing to work
with the Armenian-American community and
Members of the Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menia to address the issues facing this long-
time friend and important ally of the United
States, so that together we build something
positive, something hopeful, something good
for the futute—a peaceful, prosperous and se-
cure Armenia.

The Armenian Genocide is sometimes
called the “Forgotten Genocide.” In fact, as
most of you know, back in 1939, prior to the
invasion of Poland, Adolph Hitler argued that
his plans for a Jewish holocaust would in the
end be tolerated by the West, stating: “After
all, who remembers the Armenians.” But we
do remember, and we shall never forget. And
our memory and commemoration is stronger
than the hate of those who would perpetrate
the greatest crime known to humanity, the at-
tempt to exterminate an entire people.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 92nd anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide. Our voices, as well as
those of Armenian-Americans across the Na-
tion, are essential in the effort to bring needed
attention to such a historic tragedy. The Arme-
nian-American community has made tremen-
dous contributions to our country, and their ef-
forts and passion will help ensure that those
who lost their lives will not be forgotten.

Today, we pay tribute to the memory of
those who died, reflect on all those who have
suffered from such prejudice, and vow to raise
awareness so that such an atrocity never oc-
curs again. As a member of the Armenian
Caucus and a cosponsor of the genocide res-
olution, | will keep fighting to ensure that the
Armenian Genocide is appropriately recog-
nized.

It is a shame that we have not learned from
our mistakes in the past regarding genocide,
but it is not too late to heal these wounds and
also help end atrocities occurring as we
speak. To that end, we must not stand by as
the situation deteriorates in Darfur. It is our
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duty to end this human suffering, and | will
continue to work to stop this conflict and pro-
mote peace in Sudan. Together, let us make
this world a better place.

As an ardent supporter of Rhode Island’s
Armenian-American community throughout my
public service career, | am proud to join my
colleagues today in honoring the victims of the
genocide by paying tribute to their memory,
showing compassion for those who have suf-
fered from such prejudice, and never forget-
ting the pain that they have endured.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE RALPH
FORD JR.

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, | rise
with a level of sadness to pay tribute to a
good son, a good husband, a good father, a
good citizen and one of Chicago’s finest of the
men and women in blue, Police Sargent Ralph
Ford Jr.

It has been my pleasure and that of my wife
to know the Ford Family for many years. | first
knew Ralph’s mother, Mrs. Jacqueline Ford,
when she was a pioneer community activist
serving on the board of the Martin Luther King
Jr. neighborhood health center. She and my
wife Vera have attended Carey Tercentenary
AME Church together forever. | first knew
Ralph well when he was a young Chicago po-
lice officer and | began to run for public office;
he was a diligent and enthusiastic volunteer
who was not afraid to be associated with our
campaign even though | was running as an
independent against the existing political ma-
chine. The fact that Ralph had attended the
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff added an-
other star to his crown because | had attended
the old Arkansas A.M. & N College before it
attained University status. Being the excellent
police officer that he was, Ralph made Sar-
gent and outdistanced many of his peers. He
was jovial, a good talker, had a great person-
ality and a wonderful sense of humor.

Family meant everything to Ralph, he was
totally devoted to his wife and children, he had
a great affinity for other members of the fam-
ily, and of course he and his mother Jackie
had an absolute long-standing love affair.

Madam Speaker, Sargent Ralph Ford Jr.
was an absolute credit to his law enforcement
profession, the apple of his wife and family’s
eyes and a joy to humanity. He shall be sorely
missed.

H.R. 362 AND H.R. 363

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | am encouraged by the continued
development of science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) education pro-
grams in the United States as we seek to stay
competitive at the global level. While H.R. 362
and 363 attempt to boost these endeavors, we
have to examine at what cost and whether
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