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The Congress sent the President a bill that
would hold Iragis accountable for taking the
steps necessary to achieve political reconcili-
ation and greater stability. The bill also pro-
vided additional funding to go after Osama bin
Laden, the Taliban and Al Qaeda. By vetoing
the bill, the President missed an opportunity to
change direction in Irag and finish the job in
Afghanistan.

The situation in Afghanistan remains grim.
On this day 4 years ago, the President told
the American people, “In the Battle of Afghani-
stan, we destroyed Al Qaeda and the
Taliban.” In speech after speech, Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and other senior
U.S. officials claimed that Al Qaeda had been
routed.

But the reality is that 4 years after the U.S.
invasion, the Taliban have regrouped and re-
mains a serious threat. In fact, a new Jihadist
sanctuary appears to be emerging on the Af-
ghan-Pakistan border.

By almost any metric, whether it is the num-
ber of Iragi schools being built or the number
of Afghan roads secured, it is clear that the
mission in Iraq and Afghanistan is far from ac-
complished. But it is also clear that Americans
no longer have the patience for impressive
photo ops and overblown pronouncements
about completed missions. The American pub-
lic wants achievable goals and quantifiable re-
sults—not slogans.

————

A TRIBUTE TO OLIVER WHITE
HILL

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the 100th birthday of
Oliver White Hill, who dedicated his life and
legal talents to making the City of Richmond,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and this entire
country a place of promise and opportunity for
all. Mr. Hill used his legal talents to bravely
confront and help eradicate decades of racial
inequality and injustice.

Oliver White Hill was born Oliver White in
Richmond, Virginia. After his mother remar-
ried, the Hill family moved to Washington, DC,
where Oliver White Hill graduated from the
legendary Dunbar High School. Mr. Hill went
on to earn his undergraduate degree from
Howard University, and then attended Howard
University’s Law School, where, as destiny
would have it, he was a classmate, rival in
academic achievement, and close friend of
Thurgood Marshall. Upon graduating in 1933,
second in his class only to the future Supreme
Court Justice, Mr. Hill spent his early years as
a civil rights attorney in Richmond, Virginia.

It was there that Mr. Hill grudgingly worked
within the confines of the separate-but-equal
framework of Plessy v. Ferguson, but he
fought hard for better pay, full access to trans-
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portation, and better educational facilities for
African American teachers and students. In
fact, in 1940, working with civil rights legal
stalwarts Thurgood Marshall, William H.
Hastie, and Leon A. Ranson, Mr. Hill won his
first of many landmark cases in Alston v.
School Board of Norfolk, Va. In Alston, the
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals ordered equal
pay for black and white teachers within Nor-
folk’s school system. Despite the decision, Mr.
Hill was not completely satisfied as race bar-
riers remained, and, as he once said, “l went
to law school so | could go out and fight seg-
regation.”

That fight would have to wait. Oliver White
Hill joined the Army in 1943 and admirably
served his country in the European Theatre in
World War Il. After a distinguished military ca-
reer, Mr. Hill immediately began to fight for de-
mocracy on a different front—back in the
courts against racial discrimination.

Soon after his return, Oliver White Hill won
the right for equal transportation for Black
school children in the Virginia Supreme Court.
But once again, he was not satisfied with this
“separate-but-equal” victory. The course of
history was about to change, however, as Mr.
Hill partnered with another civil rights legal
legend, Spottswood Robinson lll, in 1948.

Together, Mr. Hill and Mr. Robinson brought
dozens of civil rights lawsuits against school
districts throughout the State of Virginia, with
as many as seventy-five (75) cases pending at
one time. By some estimates, Mr. Hill and Mr.
Robinson brought more lawsuits than the total
filed in all the other Southern States during
this era.

Despite the burning of a cross in his front
yard and despite almost daily threatening tele-
phone calls to his home, Mr. Hill persevered.
In 1951, undeterred and emboldened, Oliver
White Hill and Spottswood Robinson decided
to move beyond “separate-but-equal” and at-
tack segregation head-on.

That year, Mr. Hill and Mr. Robinson shoul-
dered the cause of the African American stu-
dents at the all-black R.R. Morton High School
in Farmville, VA, who had walked out of their
leaking, poorly heated classroom building. The
resulting desegregation lawsuit, Davis v.
County School Board of Prince Edward Coun-
ty, was one of several cases decided collec-
tively as Brown v. Board of Education by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 1954.

While Oliver White Hill is best known as the
fierce, tireless civil rights litigator who helped
bring to a close America’s segregation-era, his
involvement in the community went beyond
the courtroom. In 1949, he became the first
African American elected to the Richmond City
Council since Reconstruction. In the early
1960s, Mr. Hill served as Federal Housing
Commissioner in the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. In addition to his
local and Federal government posts, Mr. Hill
served as an officer or member on the boards
of many organizations, including the National
Legal Committee of the NAACP, the National
Bar Association, the Southern Conference for
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Human Welfare, the Virginia State Bar Bench/
Bar Relations Committee, and the Old Domin-
ion Bar Association, which he co-founded.

For his decades of dedication to the law and
accomplishments in the field of civil rights, Oli-
ver White Hill has earned many accolades, in-
cluding the “Lawyer of the Year Award” from
the National Bar Association in 1959, the
“Simple Justice Award” from the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund in 1986, and the “Justice
Thurgood Marshall Award” from the American
Bar Association in 1993. In 1999, President
Clinton awarded Mr. Hill the highest honor the
nation can bestow, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. A year later Mr. Hill received the
American Bar Association Medal, the National
Bar Association “Hero of Law Award,” and the
“Harvard Medal of Freedom” for his role in the
landmark Brown decision. Most recently, in
2005, Mr. Hill was awarded the NAACP’s
highest honor, the Springarn Medal.

In 2000, several legal admirers founded the
Oliver White Hill Foundation. The Foundation
encourages young lawyers to become advo-
cates in the field of individual rights and lib-
erties and to carry on Mr. Hill's civil rights
work. Lawyers inspired by the Foundation
work with the hope that discrimination based
on race, gender, national origin, sexual pref-
erence, and religion will ultimately be abol-
ished, just as Mr. Hill has spent his life hoping
for and working towards.

Madam, Speaker, | offer my congratulations
to Oliver White Hill and pay tribute to him for
being one of history’s most important civil
rights legal pioneers.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. BILL
MULLICAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mr. Bill Mullican of Lub-
bock, Texas on his recent appointment to the
National Advisory Council for Environmental
Policy and Technology (NACEPT).

Mr. Mullican was appointed to the NACEPT
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator, Stephen Johnson, on April 23,
2007. The Council is comprised of outside ex-
perts representing diverse interests from aca-
demia, industry, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and state, local and tribal governments.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) established the NACEPT for the pur-
pose of providing expert advice to the EPA
Administrator on a wide array of environmental
policy, technology, and management issues.
Due to his vast knowledge of water develop-
ment policies and issues, Mr. Mullican will
prove to be a valuable asset to the NACEPT.

A native of Lubbock, Texas, Mr. Mullican
graduated from Texas Tech University with a
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B.S. degree in Broadfield Science Education,
and later an M.S. in Geology. From 1983 to
1997 he was Research Associate at the Bu-
reau of Economic Geology at the University of
Texas at Austin. Later that year, Mr. Mullican
began his career at the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board, first serving as Director for Water
Resources Planning, then as Deputy Execu-
tive Administrator for the Office of Planning.
While serving as Deputy Executive Adminis-
trator, his areas of responsibility included
water data collection, environmental programs,
and research and planning fund management.
As a leading authoritative figure for state water
planning, Mr. Mullican assists other States
such as California, lllinois, Indiana, Oklahoma
and Pennsylvania in establishing statewide
water planning initiatives.

It is with great honor that | recognize Mr. Bill
Mullican for years of hard work and dedica-
tion. As a citizen of Texas, | am truly grateful
that he has continuously taken a proactive role
in our water development. | am pleased to join
his friends, family and colleagues in congratu-
lating him on this prestigious milestone.

OAK PARK HIGH SCHOOL ACE
MENTOR PROGRAM

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
rise to honor four outstanding individuals,
Chris Avery, Clint Coffelt, Anh Nguyen, and
Steven Yung who competed and finished in
third place in the Ace Mentor/Construction In-
dustry Round Table 2007 Design Competition
Awards Program, representing Oak Park High
School. The Oak Park team designed a small
sports complex that would offer an opportunity
for kids and young adults to escape the local
streets.

The ACE mentor program was designed to
help high school students who are interested
in careers in architecture, construction, or en-
gineering. Students are introduced to the var-
ious design professions and the role that each
performs in planning, designing and con-
structing a project. Students in this program
gain firsthand insight into the design industry
by touring project offices, visiting active con-
struction sites, and by working closely with
their mentors on “real world” projects.

Also, | want to recognize the great leader-
ship of the team including Amy Light, the math
and science coordinator for the North Kansas
City School District. It is also important to ac-
knowledge the parents, family, mentors and
friends who have helped these students suc-
ceed in their academic efforts.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
congratulating the Oak Park High School Ace
Mentor Team on their achievements and wish
them the best of luck in their future academic
endeavors. It is an honor to represent this
team in the U.S. Congress.
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INTERNET GAMBLING

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | am pleased to
support H.R. 2046, the Internet Gambling
Regulation and Enforcement Act. Last year, a
ban on internet gambling was snuck into a
port security bill. This ban on internet gam-
bling is an outrageous affront to individual
freedom. H.R. 2046 restores respect for the
right to patronize internet gambling sites as
long as the sites follow certain Federal laws.
The bill does not create new Federal laws,
and it respects the authority of States and Na-
tive American tribes to regulate gambling. |
hope all my colleagues will join me in cospon-
soring this bill and restoring respect for the
American people’s right to decide for them-
selves whether or not they gamble online.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF
EQUAL PAY DAY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of ensuring
equal pay for equal work for all Americans.

Since 1963, when President Kennedy
signed the Equal Pay Act into law, women
have made significant strides in the workplace.
However, there continues to be a wage gap,
and in 2006, women earned 77 cents for
every dollar earned by men. A new study by
the American Association of University
Women finds that just 1 year out of college
women are earning only 80 percent of what
men earn, and by 10 years after graduation
the gap has widened and women are making
only 69 percent as much as men.

More than 40 years after the Equal Pay Act
was signed into law, a woman has to work
nearly 16 months to earn an amount equal to
the amount a man earns in just 12 months.
This gap results in $250,000 in lost wages
over the course of the average woman’s life.
This wage gap not only affects a woman'’s cur-
rent income, but often means she will have
less money available to her in retirement. For
women of color the pay disparities are even
greater—African American women earn 71
percent and Latinas earn 58 percent of what
their male colleagues earn.

The gender wage gap is not just a women’s
issue, it is an issue that affects the strength of
our families and our communities. This is why
| am a cosponsor of the Paycheck Fairness
Act to strengthen the Equal Pay Act of 1963
to provide for equal rights in pay regardless of
a person’s sex, race or national origin. This
legislation should be a priority for the 110th
Congress.

It is long past time to close the gender pay
gap. | urge my colleagues to join me in work-
ing to eliminate these unjust pay disparities.
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RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR DIP-
LOMATIC DIALOG WITH CARIB-
BEAN NATIONS

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to enter into the RECORD an opinion editorial
published in the CaribNews newspaper the
week ending March 20, 2007 titled “Carib-
bean-U.S. Summit In Washington: A Photo-OP
or Meeting Of Substance, Only Time Will
Tell.” As well as, an article written by Tony
Best, appearing the same week in the
CaribNews paper, entitled “Caribbean Leaders
and President Bush to Meet; In Washington,
In June, U.S.-Caribbean Relations, Economic
Development, Trade To Be High On Agenda.”
Both articles comment on the Administration’s
sudden interest with the Caribbean nations in
the Western Hemisphere.

The White House has invited the leaders of
the Caribbean nations (CARICOM) to a dialog
regarding strengthening relationships between
these countries and the United States. | am
glad to see the Administration is reaching out
to our Western Hemisphere neighbors, since
these relations have been neglected far too
long, making the U.S. an increasingly isolated
nation among Western Hemisphere states and
placing CARICOM-U.S. relations at an all time
low.

It is imperative that the United States find a
way to pragmatically assess and be respon-
sive to the social and economic challenges
facing our neighbors in accordance with
Washington’s  long-term  political interests,
since the region is often described as our
“Third border.” CARICOM leaders have ac-
cepted Washington’s invitation and are inter-
ested in addressing trade issues, as well as
competitiveness and investment in mutually
beneficial ways.

In addition, CARICOM leaders during their
visit to Washington will be reaching out to the
members of Congress most interested in and
with the jurisdiction over the issues affecting
the Caribbean and the members of the Dias-
pora here in the United States.

As we continue to strengthen our national
economy and improve our standing in the
international community it is important that we
devote serious attention to strengthening U.S.
relations throughout the Western Hemisphere.
CARIBBEAN LEADERS AND PRESIDENT BUSH ToO

MEET IN WASHINGTON IN JUNE, U.S.-CARIB-

BEAN RELATIONS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,

TRADE TO BE HIGH ON AGENDA

(By Tony Best)

Caricom leaders are going to the White
House in June to meet with U.S. President
George W. Bush.

And the invitation list are to Presidents
and Prime Ministers, ranging from St. Vin-
cent’s Prime Minister, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves,
who is the current Chairman of Caricom,
Haiti’s Rene Preval, Guyana’s Bharrat
Jagdeo, Jamaica’s first female leader, Portia
Simpson Miller, and St. Lucia’s Sir John
Compton, to Trinidad and Tobago’s Patrick
Manning, Antigua’s Baldwin Spencer, his
counterpart in St. Kitts-Nevis, Dr. Denzil
Douglas, and Grenada’s Dr. Keith Mitchell,
not to mention Barbados’ Owen Arthur, the
Bahamas’ Perry Christie, Dominica’s Roo-
sevelt Skerrit and Suriname’s Ronald
Venetiaan.
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