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the founding of Jamestown and honor the his-
tory and courage that experience entailed, let
us also honor these Native Americans who
have persevered through a system of exclu-
sion, by mandating Federal recognition.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I'm going to vote
for this bill because | believe it represents a
significant step forward in ensuring that the
Commonwealth’s interests are safeguarded
when it comes to preventing casino-style gam-
bling from coming to the state while providing
full Federal recognition to these six Virginia
Tribes.

However, | hope the Senate will take a very
careful look at it before proceeding because |
have already begun hearing rumors that attor-
neys are being consulted about ways to over-
turn the limitation on tribal gambling included
in the legislation.

| believe the tribes when they say they
aren’t interested in pursuing gambling. Never-
theless, | would be extremely disappointed if
there is any merit to the chatter | am hearing
already—even before the bill gets out of the
House—about their interest in a court chal-
lenge of the bil's gambling limitation. | cer-
tainly hope that’s not true, and that what | am
hearing is simply rumor.

| also must admit that | am troubled by the
fact the tribes have been paying a lobbyist at
least $80,000 for the past several years to ad-
vance this legislation. | certainly hope that this
bill isn’'t the first step down the slippery slope
we've been down before relating to lobbying
and tribal gambling.

In moving forward with approval of this leg-
islation, | believe it is important to underscore
Congress’ basis for this gambling limitation.
Under the bill, no Virginia Indian tribe or tribal
member, if granted Federal recognition by
H.R. 1294, would have any greater rights to
gamble or conduct gambling operations under
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia than
any other citizen of Virginia. Further, it is the
expectation of Congress that the language re-
stricting gambling operations by Indian tribes
will be upheld if it is ever challenged in court,
just as similar language was upheld in Ysleta
Del Sur Pueblo v. the State of Texas, 69 Fed.
App. 659. The Natural Resources Committee
testimony demonstrates Congress’ basis for
including this limitation in the tribes’ ability to
engage in gambling.

In Narragansett Indian Tribe v. National In-
dian Gaming Commission, 332 U.S. App. D.C.
429, the United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit applied the Su-
preme Court’s rational basis test from Morton
v. Mancari, 417 U.S. 535 (1947), to determine
that the denial of gambling opportunities under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to the Nar-
ragansett Tribe under the Rhode Island Indian
Claims Settlement Act did not violate the
equal protection standards of the Fifth Amend-
ment. If the legislation before us today, H.R.
1294, is ever challenged in court, a court
should similarly find a rational basis for this
limitation.

Again, my concern is not with the Federal
recognition of Virginia’s Indian tribes. It has al-
ways been with the explosive spread of gam-
bling and the potential for casino gambling to
come to Virginia. No bill should become law
unless it protects the interests of the Com-
monwealth.

If casino gambling were to come to Virginia,
it would open the door to the myriad of finan-
cial and socials ills associated with gambling.
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Virginia’s tourism sector, its economy and its
communities are some of the strongest in the
country. Places such as the Shenandoah Val-
ley, Williamsburg and Jamestown are national
treasures which draw visitors from all over the
world. Small businesses thrive in Virginia. The
Commonwealth’s reputation would be tar-
nished if it allowed casino-style gambling with-
in its borders.

As the author of legislation which created
the National Gambling Impact Study Commis-
sion that released its 2-year study in 1999, |
know firsthand about the devastating social
and financial costs of gambling. Crime. Pros-
titution. Corruption. Suicide. Destroyed fami-
lies. Child and spouse abuse. Bankruptcy.

This legislation, | believe, does shut the
door on the opportunity for these tribes to ac-
quire land and eventually establish tribal casi-
nos. As | said, | know that the current tribal
leadership has indicated that they do not want
to pursue gambling—and | believe they are
sincere. But what the leaders today say
doesn’t lock in the leaders of tomorrow. | have
already started to worry that future leadership
of the tribes will pursue establishing tribal casi-
nos. | hope | am wrong.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker | rise in support
of H.R. 1294, the Tomasina E. Jordon Indian
Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of
2006. This bill will confer long-delayed Federal
recognition to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe,
the Chickahominy Indian Tribe Eastern Divi-
sion, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappa-
hannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Na-
tion, and Nansemond Indian Tribe.

The members of these tribes were thriving
before the arrival of the first European settlers.
They entered into treaties with the settlers, but
as has happened all too often throughout Na-
tive American history, they lost their lands to
the newcomers.

In many cases, to correct the injustice, Con-
gress recognized its obligation to these Native
Americans and funded programs benefiting
them, but without Federal recognition. This bill
will finally begin to make amends to these
proud tribes by granting Federal recognition.

This bill will permit members enrolled as
tribal members to receive benefits applicable
to Indians or nations, Indian tribes or bands of
Indians without regard to the existence of a
reservation and regardless of the location of
the residence of any tribal member on or near
any Indian reservation. This is only fair. The
physical location of any member should not
dictate whether he or she who may be other-
wise entitled to and in need of assistance,
should receive benefits entitled to the Tribe.

This bill also prohibits gaming on the tribal
land. It permits the Secretary of the Interior to
take any land into trust for the benefit of any
member of the Tribe. The bill will finally grant
the protections and benefits long denied the
six Indian tribes for want of Federal recogni-
tion.

The experience of these tribes is similar to
that of Native Hawaiians. To correct the injus-
tices suffered by the indigenous people of Ha-
waii, my distinguished colleague from Hawaii,
the Honorable NEIL ABERCROMBIE, and | have
introduced H.R. 505, which will lead to Federal
recognition of Native Hawaiians.

We believe that the time has long passed
when all indigenous people with similar his-
tories of sovereignty lost and homelands taken
are recognized and afforded the protections
they deserve pursuant to Congress’ plenary
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powers over Indian Commerce authorized by
the Constitution of the United States.

| strongly urge passage of this important
legislation.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to support this bill to correct a long-
standing historical inequity.

H.R. 1294 would provide Federal recogni-
tion to six American Indian tribes in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. With this formal rec-
ognition our Government will extend to these
tribes the respect, dignity and benefits af-
forded to 562 other American Indian tribes.

Despite historical records documenting the
existence of these tribes dating back to the
1600s and formal recognition by the Common-
wealth in the 1980s, their efforts to receive
Federal recognition have been ongoing for
decades.

While documents normally required by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs are missing or have
been altered, this was not the fault or result of
tribal action. In 1997, Virginia passed legisla-
tion to correct these historical records and in
1999 passed a resolution urging Congress to
grant these tribes Federal recognition.

This inequity should stand no longer. The
Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the Eastern Divi-
sion of the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the
Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock
Tribe Inc., the Monacan Indian Nation, and the
Nansemond Indian Tribe deserve to be on
equal footing with other tribes in the United
States. They would benefit greatly from the
ability to compete for educational programs,
grants and other Federal services.

Mr. Speaker, this has gone on long enough.
As we commemorate the 400th anniversary of
the founding of Jamestown and honor the his-
tory and courage that experience entailed, let
us also honor these Native Americans who
have persevered through a system of exclu-
sion, by mandating Federal recognition.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 377,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will now put each question on which
further proceedings were postponed
earlier today, in the following order:
the motion to instruct on S. Con. Res.
21, and the motion to suspend the rules
and pass H.R. 1595.

The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes
the time for the second electronic vote
in this series.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T12:36:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




