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IN CELEBRATION OF U.S. MAR-
SHAL PETER J. ELLIOTT BEING
NAMED “TOP COP”

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor United States Marshal
Peter J. Elliott on being named “Top Cop” of
the nation by the National Association of Po-
lice Organizations.

The “Top Cop” award pays tribute to the
men and women in law enforcement for their
amazing services to America’s communities.
Marshal Elliott was chosen from hundreds of
nominations from across the nation, and he
was the only person selected from the state of
Ohio.

Marshal Elliott grew up in Lakewood, Ohio,
and graduated from St. Edward High School.
He is a third generation law enforcement offi-
cer from the Northern District of Ohio. Four
years ago, he was appointed by the President
of the United States as the U.S. Marshal to
manage the forty counties of the Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio. He is the youngest U.S. Marshal
appointed in the history of the district.

Marshal Elliott created The Fugitive Safe
Surrender (FSS) program after Cleveland Pa-
trolman Leon Wayne was shot and killed by
an individual wanted on a warrant. Under this
program, U.S. Marshals Service works with
local faith and community-based organizations
to provide wanted fugitives a chance to sur-
render to authorities in a safe environment.
FSS not only reduces the risk to law enforce-
ment officers but also reduces injuries and
deaths in the communities where fugitives live.
| have had the pleasure of working with Mar-
shal Elliott in creating legislation for this pro-
gram. Last year this legislation was passed
and signed into law by President George W.
Bush. As a result, Marshal Elliott’s idea has
been adopted as a national program by the
United States Marshals Service.

Along with FSS, in 2003, Marshal Elliott cre-
ated the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive Task
Force that has worked to greatly reduce crime
in the Cleveland, Ohio area. Also, in 2003,
Marshal Elliott helped bring the Gang Resist-
ance Education and Training program to the
district to help prevent youth crime and gangs.
This program has teamed up with professional
sports teams, non-profit organizations, univer-
sities and others to help youths in northern
Ohio.

It is because of his commitment and re-
markable innovation in law enforcement that |
wish to acknowledge “Top Cop” Marshal
Peter J. Elliott. Marshal Elliott is an out-
standing man who has greatly contributed to
the safety of his district and the country.

SUPPORTING TEACHER APPRECIA-
TION WEEK AND NATIONAL
TEACHER DAY

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my full support for National Teacher
Day and Teacher Appreciation Week. There is
no calling more noble than the profession of
educator, as teachers play a vital role in shap-
ing the future of our country and they have a
deep impact on every member of our great so-
ciety.

Like many of my colleagues here in Con-
gress, | can recall wonderful teachers who
helped change my life for the better and who
have influenced me in profound ways, which
they may never fully understand.

Madam Speaker, on a daily basis teachers
are tasked with educating all of our children,
in some cases spending more hours with stu-
dents than they spend with their parents. Be-
sides teaching students reading and math,
educators help students learn the value of re-
sponsibility, social skills, discipline, and re-
spect for themselves and others.

Teachers have the solemn responsibility of
shaping the minds of our youth and preparing
them intellectually, socially, emotionally, and
psychologically to become productive and re-
sponsible members of our society.

In a time when so much is asked of our
teachers, when they are required to play the
role of educator, parent, counselor, and friend,
it is imperative that we provide them with the
tools needed to accomplish their important
jobs.

| will continue to support legislation to fully
fund educational initiatives such as Head
Start, Pell Grants, and the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, to name a few, and | urge all of my
colleagues to do the same.

We cannot continue to emphasize account-
ability and high-stakes testing for our teachers,
who are on the frontlines working with stu-
dents, without providing them with the re-
sources to fully and effectively accomplish
their objectives.

Despite the negative press that the teaching
profession regularly endures, in the face of
funding cuts and intense scrutiny, | know that
every one of my colleagues realizes that the
vast majority of our teachers are doing
yeomen’s work with the resources they are
given.

So | would like to commend America’s
teachers and express my full support for Na-
tional Teacher Day and Teacher Appreciation
Week. As a Member of Congress, | will con-
tinue to do all that | can to support your efforts
and provide you with the resources you need.

IN HONOR OF CARDINAL MOONEY
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH
MIKE DOWLING

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an individual who has dis-
tinguished himself as a good coach, a dedi-
cated teacher, and a family friend—coach
Mike Dowling, who is retiring after 28 years as
football coach at Cardinal Mooney High
School in Sarasota.

Coach Dowling has led the Cougars to five
undefeated regular seasons, six district cham-
pionships, and one regional championship. His
overall record of 189 to 102 is certainly im-
pressive. Over 150 of his players have gone
on to play college ball and his winning teams
have enhanced school spirit and the edu-
cational mission of the school.

But a good coach does more than win
games; he is also a positive influence on his
players. Coach Dowling has helped hundreds
of kids reach their full potential both on and off
the field. In addition to teaching them how to
catch, throw, tackle, and win, he helped teach
them good sportsmanship and ethical conduct.
His efforts on the field have helped his players
build character and taught them how to show
and earn respect, play fair, and be respon-
sible—and our society as a whole is better for
it.

Although his history students will still benefit
from his efforts in the classroom, his players
and many fans will miss him on the sidelines
next fall. | congratulate Mike on a winning ca-
reer and | look forward to seeing him in the
stands.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CORRY AREA HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, from April 28-30, 2007, more than
1200 students from across the country visited
Washington, D.C. to take part in the national
finals of We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution, the most extensive educational
program in the country developed to educate
young people about the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights. Administered by the Center for
Civic Education, the We the People program
is funded by the U.S. Department of Education
by act of Congress.

| am proud to announce that a class from
Corry Area High School represented the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania at this prestigious
national event. These outstanding students,
through their knowledge of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, won their statewide competition and
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