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Hamilton County and the State of Ten-
nessee. 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support legislature, H.R. 1260, to designate 
the facility of the U.S. Postal Service, located 
at 6301 Highway 58 in Harrsison, TN, as the 
‘‘Claude Ramsey Post Office.’’ This legislature 
would rename the City of Harrison Post Officer 
after one of Hamilton County’s most notable 
leaders, Mayor Claude Ramsey. 

As he serves his fourth term as County 
Mayor, Claude Ramsey continues to set a 
high standard as a dedicated manager and 
leader in the community. Prior to his term as 
County Mayor, he was the Assessor of Prop-
erty, served on the Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners, and was a member of the 
Tennessee State Legislature. Claude 
Ramsey’s career as a public servant exempli-
fies diligence, hard work, and tremendous re-
sults for the people of Hamilton County. 

During his tenure, Mayor Ramsey fought to 
strengthen public education in Hamilton Coun-
ty. He recently rallied the community to partici-
pate in an education summit to create solid 
initiatives to address the issues and chal-
lenges facing the public education system. 
Mayor Ramsey created six task forces and 
presented their findings and recommendations 
to the community. He then organized the intro-
duction of eight key initiatives, including early 
education programs and a greater supply of 
laptop computers, to strengthen the public 
education system and increase graduation 
rates of students. 

In addition, Mayor Ramsey has been a true 
leader in promoting economic development in 
Hamilton County. Mayor Ramsey’s vision of 
creating more technology-based jobs in Ham-
ilton County has shown strong results. His ad-
ministration has secured Federal funding for 
the development of the Center for Entrepre-
neurial Growth, which provides local entre-
preneurs assistance in developing new ad-
vanced-technology companies. Mayor Ramsey 
also secured over $2.8 million in grant funds 
for local businesses, which have helped create 
over 2,000 jobs, and played a vital role in the 
transfer of the 1200–acre Enterprise South In-
dustrial Park property from the U.S. Army. 

For his dedicated service and results, Mayor 
Ramsey was named ‘‘Chattanooga Area Man-
ager of the Year’’ in 2003, which is the largest 
local awards program in the Nation. 

Mayor Ramsey also has contributed to the 
community by serving on the boards of numer-
ous agencies, including the Orange Grove 
Center, the Chattanooga Neighborhood Enter-
prise, the RiverCity Company, and the United 
Way. Claude Ramsey also served on the 
Board of Trustees at Erlanger Medical Center 
and was Chairman of the Board of Associates 
at Chattanooga State Technical Community 
College. 

Most importantly, Claude Ramsey is a lov-
ing husband to his wife, Jan; a proud father to 
his son, Rich, and his daughter, Stacy; and a 
doting grandfather to his grandchildren Madi-
son, Meredith, Macy, John Ross, and Claudia. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to support 
the passage of this legislation that honors 
Mayor Claude Ramsey for his commendable 
public service to the people of Hamilton Coun-
ty and the State of Tennessee. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of this resolution, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1260. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HARRIETT F. WOODS POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1617) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 561 Kingsland Avenue in Uni-
versity City, Missouri, as the ‘‘Harriett 
F. Woods Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1617 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. HARRIETT F. WOODS POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 561 
Kingsland Avenue in University City, Mis-
souri, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Harriett F. Woods Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Harriett F. Woods 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JACKSON of Illinois). Pursuant to the 
rule, the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) and the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

b 1245 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
he may consume to the sponsor of this 
legislation, Representative RUSS 
CARNAHAN from the State of Missouri. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 1617, 
which would name a post office after a 
true pioneer in Missouri politics and 
especially for women in politics, Har-
riett F. Woods. 

Ms. Woods passed away in February. 
It would be a fitting tribute to name a 
post office in her honor in the very 
town where her storied political career 
began, University City, Missouri. This 
was also the post office that Ms. Woods 
used for over 50 years. 

Her political career began in the 
1960s as a member of the University 
City Council where she became the 
first woman appointed to the State 
Highway Commission. She was elected 
to the Missouri State Senate in 1976, 
where she sponsored an equal rights 
amendment to the State Constitution. 
While in the State Senate, she also 
passed landmark legislation which led 
to drunk driving laws and nursing 
home reform which became national 
models adopted throughout the coun-
try. 

In 1984, she was elected Lieutenant 
Governor, becoming the first woman 
elected to statewide office in Missouri 
history. She was a trailblazer for 
women in politics even after she left 
elected office. She served 4 years as 
President of the nonpartisan National 
Women’s Political Caucus. During her 
tenure, the number of women elected 
to Congress increased dramatically, in-
cluding the historic ‘‘Year of the 
Woman’’ election of 1992. 

Vivian Eveloff, Director of the non-
partisan Sue Shear Institute for 
Women in Public Life in St. Louis, de-
scribed Ms. Woods as a strong advocate 
‘‘to encourage women of all ages, walks 
of life and political views to step for-
ward and take on policymaking posi-
tions.’’ 

Harriett Woods was a role model and 
inspiration to young people, but espe-
cially young women. I am proud to 
have introduced this legislation to 
name her hometown post office in her 
honor, ensuring that her memory and 
inspiration will continue to be a visible 
part of our community. 

The last time I saw our former Lieu-
tenant Governor Woods was in Wash-
ington. She was here this past January. 
Even though she was not feeling well, 
she made an extraordinary effort to be 
here for the historic occasion of our 
new female U.S. Senator, Senator 
MCCASKILL, when she was sworn in, and 
also see the historic occasion of the 
first woman Speaker sworn into this 
House. It was very fitting she was here 
as part of those historic events. 

I want to make a special thanks to 
the many cosponsors of this bill hon-
oring Lieutenant Governor Woods, in-
cluding nearly all women Members of 
Congress from both sides of the aisle 
and the Missouri delegation. 

I urge all Members of this body to 
support the legislation. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Harriett Woods, a devoted mother, 
wife, grandmother, politician, author 
and community activist, passed away 
at her home in University City, Mis-
souri, this February of leukemia. Born 
in Cleveland, Ohio, and raised in Chi-
cago, Illinois, she went on to attend 
the University of Michigan. It was 
there that she became the first female 
editor of the school’s highly esteemed 
student newspaper. 

In later years, her career and polit-
ical life proved to be an uphill battle 
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against more popular-known male poli-
ticians. Her political career began as a 
stay-at-home mom. She went to the 
city council with a complaint about a 
noisy manhole cover. When they ig-
nored her, she pushed forward launch-
ing a successful petition to have the 
street closed. Causing the attention of 
the local press, she earned a job to run 
a community public affairs panel. Soon 
after, she was elected to the University 
City Council where she served for 8 
years. She followed that up with two 
terms in the Missouri State Senate. 

Harriett Woods ran unsuccessfully 
for the Senate in 1982, but her name be-
came well known throughout the 
State. It helped her 2 years later to be-
come the first female elected to state-
wide office in Missouri when she held 
the office of Lieutenant Governor. It 
was a post she held until 1989. 

She remained active in politics and 
her local community throughout the 
rest of her life, focusing primarily on 
women’s issues. From 1991 to 1995, she 
was President of the National Women’s 
Political Caucus. Her dedicated work 
even earned her a spot on the St. Louis 
Walk of Fame. 

It is with great pleasure that we 
honor her today with this post office 
naming, and I ask all Members to sup-
port H.R. 1617 in honor of this great 
lady. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join with my colleague in consider-
ation of H.R. 1617, which names a post-
al facility in University City, Missouri, 
after Harriett F. Woods. 

H.R. 1617, which was introduced by 
Representative RUSS CARNAHAN on 
March 21, 2007, was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on May 1, 2007, 
by a voice vote. This measure has been 
cosponsored by 74 Members and has the 
entire support of the Missouri delega-
tion. 

Ms. Harriett F. Woods was elected 
from the 13th District of Missouri in 
St. Louis County to the Missouri State 
Senate in November of 1976. She was 
reelected for a second term in Novem-
ber of 1980. She was the first woman to 
win statewide offices in Missouri, be-
coming Lieutenant Governor in 1984. 
She ran for the U.S. Senate twice in 
the 1980s, and while both attempts 
failed, it inspired other women to run 
for and win political office. Ms. Woods 
was an activist who promoted women 
politicians. She served two terms as 
President of the National Women’s Po-
litical Caucus and led the Clinton ad-
ministration’s Coalition for Women 
Appointments in 1993. 

Before becoming an elected official, 
Ms. Woods was an independent film 
producer and served 10 years as the 
Public Affairs Director at KPLR–TV in 
St. Louis. At KPLR, she produced 

many noted documentaries, among 
them the award-winning film on child 
abuse, ‘‘Broken Children,’’ ‘‘Don’t Go 
to Jail in Missouri’’ and ‘‘Piedmont 
UFO.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league RUSS CARNAHAN for introducing 
this legislation and urge its swift pas-
sage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no further speakers, I urge all 
my colleagues to vote in favor of H.R. 
1617, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me share 
my support for legislation to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 561 Kingsland Avenue in University 
City, MO, as the ‘‘Harriett F. Woods Post Of-
fice Building.’’ Harriet Woods will long be re-
membered as a pioneer in American politics. 

Born in Cleveland, OH, Harriet Woods re-
ceived a bachelor of arts degree in philosophy 
from the University of Michigan. She married 
Jim Woods on January 2, 1953. Before begin-
ning her career in politics, Woods worked as 
a journalist and television producer. 

Woods’ political career began in 1962, when 
she became a member of the University City 
Council. In 1976, she was elected to the Mis-
souri State Senate and was re-elected in 
1980. Dedicated to women’s participation in 
government, Woods was the first woman to 
win statewide office in Missouri when she was 
elected Lieutenant Governor in 1984. While 
she was not successful in the two Senate 
races in which she was a candidate, her ac-
tions and leadership inspired hundreds of 
women nationwide to participate in politics. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I simply join with my colleague from 
Georgia in urging passage of this reso-
lution, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1617. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

WILLYE B. WHITE POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2025) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 11033 South State Street in 
Chicago, Illinois, as the ‘‘Willye B. 
White Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2025 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. WILLYE B. WHITE POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 11033 

South State Street in Chicago, Illinois, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Willye B. 
White Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Willye B. White Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARNAHAN). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) 
and the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
WESTMORELAND) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the sponsor of this legislation, the dis-
tinguished gentleman from the Second 
Congressional District of Illinois, Rep-
resentative JESSE JACKSON, Jr. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 2025, 
naming a post office building in the 
Roseland community of Chicago, Illi-
nois, as the Willye B. White Post Office 
Building. 

Willye B. White was born to run. She 
was a five-time Olympic track and field 
athlete from Money, Mississippi. She 
was the best female long jumper of the 
time. She made Chicago her home in 
1960 until her untimely death in Feb-
ruary, 2007. 

She wasn’t a household name, but 
she should have been, especially if your 
household happens to be one of the mil-
lions that includes a female athlete. Or 
an athlete of color. Or a once or future 
Olympian. She was better known for 
her actions than her name, better 
known for her deeds than her medals. 

At 16, she competed in the 1956 Mel-
bourne Olympic Games and became the 
first American woman to ever medal in 
the long jump, earning a silver medal. 
She participated in the next four Olym-
piads as well, and is the first American 
to compete on five Olympic track and 
field teams. She won another silver 
medal in the 1964 Tokyo Games in the 
4-by-100-meter relay. Ms. White com-
peted in more than 150 nations as a 
member of 39 different international 
track and field teams. 

Over the years, White remained ac-
tive in the field of sports. She rep-
resented track and field on the U.S. 
Olympic Committee, coached athletes 
in the National Sports Festival in 1979 
and 1981, coached and managed at the 
1981 World Cup Track and Field Cham-
pionship Games in Brussels and Rome, 
and served as the head coach for the 
1994 Olympic Sports Festival. 

Born on December 31, 1939, in Money, 
Mississippi, and raised by her grand-
parents, White discovered her talent 
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