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TRIBUTE TO SONIA GUTIÉRREZ 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, it is an 
honor to take this moment to commemorate 
the 35th anniversary of the founder and acting 
director of the Carlos Rosario School here in 
Washington, DC, Ms. Sonia Gutiérrez. 

Carlos Manuel Rosario was the founder of 
the Program of English Instruction for Latin 
Americans in 1970, and was based out of the 
Columbia Heights neighborhood here in 
Washington, DC. In 1972, he met a woman 
named Sonia Gutiérrez, a professional educa-
tor who had just recently moved to Wash-
ington from Puerto Rico, and persuaded her to 
work for PEILA. 

In October 1972, Ms. Gutiérrez became the 
Director of PEILA and transformed the small, 
underfunded English as a Second Language 
(ESL) program into a comprehensive adult 
education program. In 1974, the Office of 
Right to Read of the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare designated it 
as one of the best literacy programs in the na-
tion. 

At Ms. Gutiérrez’s request in 1992, the city 
council renamed the school after Carlos 
Rosario, who founded PEILA. The program 
provides 4,500 students per year with the nec-
essary language, cultural, vocational and job 
skills to become functional and productive 
members of society. Their current waiting list 
stands at 2,000. 

The school became a national and inter-
national model, and delegations from other 
states and other nations frequently visited the 
center to review its operations and curriculum, 
with hopes of replicating the success of the 
program. 

In 1996, the District of Columbia faced a fi-
nancial crisis that brought about the elimi-
nation of all DC Public Schools adult edu-
cation programs, including the Carlos Rosario 
Adult Education Center. Ms. Gutiérrez vowed 
to rebuild the school for the benefit of her stu-
dents and her community. 

From August 1996 to March 1997, Ms. 
Gutiérrez worked tirelessly out of the base-
ment of her home and raised $100,000 dollars 
from local foundations to reopen the school as 
the non-profit Carlos Rosario International Ca-
reer Center. The new school opened its doors 
in April 1997 with Ms. Gutiérrez as Executive 
Director & Founder. 

Realizing that there were still many in the 
community who were not being served, Ms. 
Gutiérrez actively sought for Public Charter 
School funding to increase the number of 
classes and opportunities available. She suc-
ceeded and in 1998 the school became the 
first Adult Public Charter School in the nation. 

Today, the non-profit Carlos Rosario Inter-
national Career Center and Public Charter 
School provides more than 1,200 students 
with English as a Second Language, GED in 
Spanish and English, courses in different 
areas of technology, citizenship classes, cul-
inary arts, family literacy and Spanish classes. 

Ms. Gutiérrez has also been very involved 
in the social and economic development of the 
Latino Community. In 1977, she founded the 
Council of Latino Agencies. She was instru-
mental in establishing the Mayor’s Office on 

Latino Affairs and presided over the Latino 
Festival. She is the past President of the Met-
ropolitan Association of Adult and Continuing 
Education and also for both DC Commission 
for Women and the Latino Community Devel-
opment Commission. 

These are just a few of her accomplish-
ments as a community organizer and leader. 
Ms. Gutiérrez should be an inspiration to us 
all, and should serve as a reminder that one 
person can make a difference in the lives of 
many. 

I am honored to have a moment to recog-
nize her 35 years of service to the Latino com-
munity of Washington, DC. 
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HONORING ST. PAUL YWCA’S 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the St. Paul 
YWCA for its 100 years of providing hope, op-
portunity, and a community gathering place for 
the residents of St. Paul. 

Founded in 1907 by a group of dedicated 
young women who moved to St. Paul to look 
for employment opportunities in the factories 
and mills, the St. Paul YWCA and its pro-
grams have continuously evolved to meet the 
changing needs of the community. The first 
YWCA was constructed on Fifth Street in 
downtown St. Paul with a gymnasium, club, 
classrooms, auditorium, and a 100–bed resi-
dence. Since its beginning, the YWCA has 
maintained its commitment to serve and sup-
port women by providing programs in edu-
cation, business skills, home arts and crafts, 
and physical fitness. 

Over the years, the St. Paul YMCA has 
helped to foster other community initiatives 
and organizations. It provided office and meet-
ing space for organizations such as Campfire 
Girls and the League of Women Voters, and 
later helped to spur the beginning of commu-
nity agencies such as the Hallie O. Brown 
Center, Travelers Aid, International Institute of 
Minnesota, and Capitol Community Services. 
The YWCA was a pioneer of the first Festival 
of Nations grand opening in 1932. 

During the Great Depression, the St. Paul 
YWCA helped to build up the community by 
offering job assistance and counseling for 
women in business and industry. Similar ef-
forts were undertaken during World War II, 
when the YWCA provided support for women 
entering the labor force as well as support for 
servicemen and women through the USO and 
relief efforts. 

In the second half of the 20th century, the 
St. Paul YWCA expanded its community out-
reach by offering educational and recreational 
programs, including housing projects as well 
as emergency shelter for homeless women 
and children in the state of Minnesota. 

In the first 7 years of the 21st century, the 
YWCA has risen to new opportunities, serving 
more than 6,000 people through its programs 
that include wellness services, supportive 
housing, long-term mentoring, childcare, youth 
development programs, volunteer services, 
and community programming. In addition, the 
YWCA has served over 350 schools, commu-

nity and government agencies, service pro-
viders, and businesses through its programs. I 
look forward to celebrating YWCA’s many suc-
cesses in the years to come. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of the founders of 
the St. Paul YWCA, its staff, board members, 
and volunteers, and its delivery services that 
have made a difference for the lives of others, 
I am pleased to submit this statement for the 
Congressional Record recognizing the 100th 
anniversary of the St. Paul, MN, YWCA. 

f 

HONORING THE ‘‘WELCOME HOME 
A HERO’’ VOLUNTEER CAMPAIGN 
AT THE DFW INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT ON ITS THIRD ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my congratulations to the Dal-
las-Fort Worth International Airport, the United 
States Army’s Personnel Assistance Point at 
DFW Airport, the North Texas Commission 
and to DFW Airport’s dedicated staff and thou-
sands of community volunteers for reaching 
the third anniversary of the ‘‘Welcome Home a 
Hero’’ volunteer campaign. 

In June 2004, the DFW International Airport 
and the North Texas Commission organized 
the ‘‘Welcome Home a Hero’’ volunteer cam-
paign to honor and serve the brave men and 
women of the U.S. Army who travel through 
the DFW Airport on leave for Rest and Recu-
peration (R&R). The campaign has developed 
into one of the largest and most respected on- 
going community initiatives in North Texas and 
the U.S. The campaign involves a wide array 
of business, civic and volunteer organizations, 
including the USO, churches, corporations, 
chambers of commerce, the Boy Scouts and 
Girls Scouts of America and many veterans 
groups. ‘‘Welcome Home a Hero’’ has been so 
successful that it has been honored with the 
George Washington Honor Medal by the Free-
doms Foundation at Valley Forge and it has 
received hundreds of messages of gratitude 
from our servicemen and women who appre-
ciate the patriotism and hospitality of DFW Air-
port and its loyal volunteers in North Texas. 

This year more than 500,000 U.S. soldiers 
will have passed through the airport and par-
ticipated in the R&R program and ‘‘Welcome 
Home a Hero’’ campaign. When these coura-
geous soldiers arrive they are greeted with a 
warm reception and the thankful words of fel-
low Americans who wish to honor the enor-
mous sacrifices made by all of our men and 
women in uniform. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I recognize all those who have made the DFW 
Airport and Texas an emblem of patriotism to 
countless troops from around the nation. I 
congratulate the ‘‘Welcome Home a Hero’’ 
campaign for three great years and I am 
proud to witness the raw emotion and thanks-
giving that emanates from both the soldiers 
and those who come here to celebrate their 
resolve. 
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