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the United States. The bill authorizes $4.35 
billion in critical hurricane research funding to 
help scientists study and better understand 
how hurricanes form and intensify. This bill 
also provides enhanced information on early 
warning systems, infrastructure durability 
standards, and hurricane tracking and pre-
diction capabilities. 

The National Hurricane Research Initiative 
Act of 2007 takes the general recommenda-
tions of the National Science Board and as-
sembles the expertise of the nation’s science 
and engineering experts to gain a better un-
derstanding of hurricane prediction and inten-
sity. Under the bill, research is directed to fur-
ther develop communications emergency net-
works for government agencies and non-gov-
ernment entities to improve disaster response 
and recovery. This bill also establishes a Na-
tional Infrastructure Data Base to develop 
standards and establish public policy to better 
understand hurricanes and tropical storms. 

Madam Speaker, our nation, and my State 
of Florida in particular, are all too familiar with 
the immense damage hurricanes can inflict. 
When faced with strong hurricane predictions 
for this year, it could not be more a more ap-
propriate time for Congress to act. We need a 
forward thinking approach that collects and uti-
lizes comprehensive and improved hurricane 
research. My legislation would do just that. By 
investing in scientific research now, before the 
hurricanes strike, we will be able to better plan 
and mitigate these disasters, saving infrastruc-
ture and lives. 

I ask for my colleagues’ support and urge 
the House Leadership to bring this legislation 
to the floor for its swift consideration. 
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, 11-year-old 
Christopher Ryan Coomes, or Ryan, as he is 
more familiarly called, is an outstanding young 
man. A native of Texas, born in Houston and 
raised in the suburb of Spring, Texas, Ryan 
lives a normal, average American life with his 
father, Tim, mother, Brenda, big sister, 
Candance, and little brother, Chase. 

Ryan is finishing the 5th Grade at Salyers 
Elementary in Spring, Texas; however, he is 
no ordinary 5th grader because Ryan has a 
gift for excelling in school. In December 2005, 
when Ryan was a 4th grader, he competed in 
the Salyers Elementary Spelling Bee. Spelling 
the word, ‘‘walrus,’’ Ryan was named the 
champion of the spelling competition. When 
he competed the following year, in 2006, Ryan 
beat out 30 other participants and would-be 
spelling bee champion hopefuls to win by 
spelling the word ‘‘staccato’’—which is a musi-
cal term, meaning to cut short or crisply. Ryan 
also competed in the Spring ISD District Spell-
ing Bee competition in February of 2007. 

Spelling is not the only thing Ryan excels in. 
Ryan is also an outstanding student, who has 
been and is on the honor roll at Salyers Ele-
mentary. His favorite subjects are history 
(which also happens to be mine), science, and 
math. While most kids scheme to get out of 
going to school in the morning, Ryan eagerly 
gets up and goes. Currently, he is trying to 

maintain a perfect attendance record for the 
2006–2007 school year. Ryan has a love of 
reading and is very skilled at writing, having 
his work continually used by his teacher as an 
example. He participates in several extra-cur-
ricular activities, such as the Chess Club and 
the Safety Patrol. 

Already at 11, Ryan has set goals for him-
self: He wants to make Eagle Scout—an 
honor only 5 percent of Boy Scouts ever 
achieve; he wants to attend college at either 
Texas A&M, Rice, or an Ivy League college 
(Yale); he wants to visit England and see 
Stonehenge. 

Ryan has been a long time member of the 
Cub Scouts, which is a division of the Boy 
Scouts. The Cub Scouts were formed for boys 
in the first through fifth grades and was estab-
lished to promote character development, citi-
zenship training, and personal fitness. Boys in-
volved with Cub Scouts are required to go 
through 5 different award levels of the Cub 
Scouts before they are promoted to the high-
est award level, Arrow of Light. 

To be awarded the Arrow of Light, the Cub 
Scout must demonstrate the specific skills and 
activities of each of the previous Cub Scout 
levels. The Cub Scout is also required to learn 
the Scout Promise and Scout Law. Finally, the 
Cub Scout is required to attend one Boy Scout 
Troop meeting and one Boy Scout Troop Ac-
tivity. Ryan Coomes has met all of these re-
quirements and on March 3, 2007, he was 
awarded the Arrow of Light for the Cub Scouts 
of America, Pack 355. 

Madam Speaker, Ryan Coomes is a re-
markable young man. An honor student, spell-
ing bee champion, and Cub Scout recipient of 
the Arrow of Light award, Ryan is an example 
to his fellow students, his fellow citizens of 
Spring, and his fellow Texans. We need more 
young people like Ryan. I congratulate Ryan 
on being awarded the Arrow of Light for the 
Cub Scouts and I am proud to pay him this 
tribute today. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Army Specialist Robert J. Dixon of 
Minneapolis who died on May 6th in Baghdad. 
His funeral service occurred on Thursday May 
18th in Minneapolis and I would like to read 
the following May 11th, 2007 Associated 
Press Article about Army Specialist Dixon into 
the record: 

A Minneapolis soldier who graduated from 
high school in Gladwin and was just three 
months into his tour in Iraq was killed when an 
improvised explosive device detonated near 
his vehicle, the military said. 

Army Spc. Robert J. Dixon, 27, died May 6 
in Baghdad, the Defense Department said 
Wednesday. He was assigned to the 1st 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division at Fort 
Riley, Kan. 

Dixon was born in Portland, Ore., but 
moved to Gladwin in 1992, said Irene Dixon, 
who said she and her husband Daniel were 

Robert Dixon’s legal guardians. In high school, 
Robert was a running back for the football 
team, set the school record in the 100-meter 
dash and also wrestled, his mother said. 

‘‘He especially enjoyed family activities,’’ 
Irene Dixon told The Associated Press on 
Thursday. ‘‘We did a lot of family activities. He 
hunted, he paint-balled, he snowboarded. We 
went camping, snowmobiling. 

‘‘If you ever knew Bobby, you’d love him. 
Every time we got a report from a teacher it 
couldn’t have been any better. We got a call 
from a commander who said everybody there 
(in Iraq) loved him.’’ 

After graduating from high school, Dixon at-
tended Olivet College for a year and later was 
briefly enrolled at Northwood University in Mid-
land. 

Dixon joined the Army in the summer of 
2005, shortly after he moved to Minneapolis in 
search of work, his mother said. 

‘‘He wanted to further his education, and he 
always had a desire to be in the Army,’’ she 
said. ‘‘He had planned to make it his career.’’ 

Dixon said she last heard from her son last 
Friday, when he called during a funeral for her 
uncle to express his condolences. 

Robert Dixon is survived by his wife of 11⁄2 
years, Rusty Rose-Dixon, and two children. 
Funeral arrangements were incomplete but 
were likely to take place at the Gladwin High 
School gymnasium. 

‘‘I can’t even convey to you how we’re going 
to miss not having him here,’’ his mother said. 
‘‘But I also know that he is a Christian and he 
is with the Lord now.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Specialist Dixon served 
our country, Minnesota and the 5th District 
with incredible distinction and made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. I know I speak for you, the en-
tire House of Representatives, and our country 
in sending my deepest condolences to Spe-
cialist Dixon’s family and loved ones in their 
time of grief. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 17, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill. (H.R. 1585) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for fiscal year 2008, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise in stong support of this bill. 

I applaud Chairman SKELTON for his leader-
ship in guiding this bill to the floor today. He 
and Ranking Member HUNTER have done a 
tremendous job, and they have been ably sup-
ported by the expert staff of our committee. 

I’m grateful to Chairman SKELTON for work-
ing with me to include things important for Col-
orado, including limits on how the Army can 
pursue possible expansion of the Pinon Can-
yon Maneuver Site in Colorado. I agree with 
Senator SALAZAR and others in the Colorado 
delegation that any expansion, if it takes place 
at all, must be conducted in a way that it is a 
win-win situation for the Army and for Colo-
rado and that any expansion plan should not 
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