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consideration the bill (H.R. 1585) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2008, and for other purposes:

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Chairman, |
rise today to share my concerns with Section
703 of the FY 2008 Defense Authorization Bill,
H.R. 1585. This provision would allow the
Secretary to exclude prescription drugs that
our soldiers and their families rely on to treat
diabetes, asthma, cholesterol and hyper-
tension from the TRICARE uniform formulary.
This provision would create a fundamental
change in the TRICARE pharmacy benefit pro-
gram. Currently our military personnel have
access to all drugs, even non-formulary drugs,
but with a substantially higher co-pay. This
provision could exclude altogether access to
important lifesaving treatments and medicines.

This provision is indirectly a price control. It
places a ceiling on prices that can be nego-
tiated. The GAO and CBO previously have
said that when price controls are expanded, it
could have the effect of raising prices for other
programs. The provision could have the unin-
tended consequence of affecting the prices
paid by the Veterans Administration, which
could impact veterans’ access to medicine.
Price controls are also harmful to innovation,
which could impede the discoveries of cures
and treatments for the illnesses suffered by
our soldiers, veterans and their families.

| urge my colleagues to strike this provision
in conference to ensure that our soldiers and
their families have access to the treatments
that will allow them to continue to live healthy
and productive lives.
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Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speaker,
today | would like to pay tribute to Lane
Beattie, president and CEO of the Salt Lake
Chamber. Lane was honored last week as the
Distinguished Utahn of the Year, joining the
ranks of many other Utahns who have contrib-
uted to the development of the State. Each
year the Salt Lake City Chapter of the BYU
Management Society recognizes individuals in
the State of Utah for their exemplary leader-
ship and service to the community, and Lane
is a well-deserving recipient.

Lane was a professional real estate broker
and developer. He has also given extensive
service in the public sector. Lane, a friend and
colleague of mine from the State legislature,
was elected to the Utah State Senate in 1989.
He quickly ascended the ranks of leadership,
becoming Utah Senate President just 5 years
later. He served as president of the Senate for
6 years and established a reputation as one
who had the best interests of Utahns at heart.

While in the Senate, Lane proposed and im-
plemented some of the most sweeping
changes in the legislative process in several
decades, including total internet access for
legislators as well as the public. This made
the legislative process significantly more effi-
cient and allowed more legislator and citizen
involvement. This is just one example of his
commitment to truly serving the citizens of
Utah by making the process and product of
the legislature better.
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This award is evidence of the high esteem
in which Lane is held by all those who know
him. His colleagues in the Senate have com-
mented that, under his leadership, the Senate
became “more efficient, productive, profes-
sional, and more open to the public.” For
those of us who know something about the
Senate, that's saying a lot! One quality that |
admired about Lane when we served together
in the Utah State Legislature was his ability to
build consensus. Having a good leader in the
Senate certainly made my life easier on the
House side.

| always appreciated Lane’s commitment to
lowering taxes. As leader of the Senate, he
made sure the Senate passed major tax re-
forms and reductions across the State that
have saved taxpayers millions of dollars. The
Taxpayers Association, in presenting Lane the
Taxpayers Advocate Award in 1999, estimated
that, during his leadership in the Senate, per-
manent tax cuts amounting to $1 billion were
enacted.

Lane has represented our State well, being
asked to speak locally, nationally, and inter-
nationally. In 1996 he was invited to address
the European Union in ltaly on Federalism and
State’s rights. He also served as a representa-
tive for all United States Senate Presidents
when he was elected as Chairman of the Na-
tional Senate Presidents Forum in 1998. The
following year he headed a delegation from
the United States on an official visit to China
as a guest of the Vice President of China.

In June 2000, Governor Leavitt asked Lane
to accept the post as Chief State Olympic Offi-
cer for the State of Utah to oversee and man-
age the 2002 Winter Olympic Games. As
State Olympic Officer, Lane was in charge of
coordinating the legal, financial and inter-
government arrangements for Utah’s hosting
of the 2002 Winter Olympics. Other members
of the Salt Lake Organizing Committee for the
Olympics commended Lane for his unwaver-
ing commitment and tireless efforts at the
Olympics. He was particularly effective at
bringing together different groups and uniting
everyone toward accomplishing a common
goal. Lane’s effectiveness at finding solutions
to problems greatly contributed to the success
of the 2002 Winter Olympics. His reputation as
a leader extends beyond just the State of
Utah.

Following the Olympics, Lane was chosen
as president and CEO of the Salt Lake Cham-
ber. His experience in both the public and pri-
vate sector has been a tremendous asset to
the business community in the Salt Lake area
and his vision for Utah has improved the state
as a whole. Lane is truly a voice for the busi-
ness community in Utah.

Working with and supporting Lane in his
various civic pursuits is Lane’s wife Joy and
their three children. His contributions as a leg-
islator, businessman, and Olympic Officer
have truly made Utah a better place to live.
Lane Beattie is one of Utah’s most accom-
plished leaders and | am pleased to honor him
today for his outstanding contributions and
achievements.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
cannot support this motion.

If the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct (the so-called Ethics Committee)
were to report such a resolution, it would be
a matter demanding careful consideration by
the House.

But that is not the case with this resolution.
It has not been considered by the Ethics Com-
mittee or by any other Committee and its au-
thor seeks to have the full House of Rep-
resentatives act on it without having the ben-
efit of any hearings before it is debated here
on the floor.

To me, Madam Speaker, that is not the ap-
propriate way to proceed.

The resolution combines elements of an in-
dictment—in the form of allegations stated as
facts—with those of a verdict in the form of a
conclusion that there has been a violation of
the Rules of the House.

| do not know whether any or all of the alle-
gations are true, and so | cannot say whether
or not the proposed verdict would be just.

Rather than ask the House to vote today on
those allegations and the proposed verdict, |
think the resolution’s author should bring the
matters dealt with in this resolution to the at-
tention of the Ethics Committee so they can
be considered in a way that allows for a fair
process aimed at determining the facts and
making such recommendations as the facts
will support.

Because that has not been done, | think the
resolution is premature at best and so | cannot
support it.

—————
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Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Rural America Job Assistance
and Creation Act, which is a comprehensive
measure designed to address a host of issues
identified as problematic for residents and
businesses in my central and northern New
York district and the rest of rural America.

The need for this legislation, which | have
introduced in each of the past three Con-
gresses, has been reillustrated by a recent de-
velopment in my district. Specifically, on May
14, 2007, the General Motors, GM, Corpora-
tion announced that it would phase out some
500 jobs at its Powertrain plant in Massena,
NY. While such an unfortunate event would
have a negative impact on any community, it
is especially devastating for my constituents in
St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties, as GM’s
$31 million annual payroll served as a corner-
stone to the local economy and will be difficult
to replace.

The GM situation in Massena particularly il-
lustrates the need for two provisions of this
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