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The Rio Grande Valley has already made a 

great deal of progress because this has been 
a collaborative effort. The irrigation district 
have provided matching funds. The Texas 
Water Development Board and Texas A&M 
University have paid for many of the engineer-
ing studies. Federal appropriators have pro-
vided more than $10 million. As a result, we 
are seeing water savings of almost 80 percent 
in the projects that have been completed. 

Most importantly, Federal authorization has 
allowed us to tap into the resources of the 
North American Development Bank. To date, 
NADBank has approved almost $24 million for 
these projects and passage of H.R. 361 will 
make these new projects eligible for NADBank 
assistance. 

These funds are being put to good use. Nu-
merous projects are already underway and 
some are almost completed. 

When the metering system is fully installed, 
irrigation districts will have a much clearer pic-
ture of water usage and water savings. This 
data will be vital to improving water manage-
ment throughout the region. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 361. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SENATOR PAUL SIMON STUDY 
ABROAD FOUNDATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1469) to establish the Senator 
Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation 
under the authorities of the Mutual 
Educational and Cultural Exchange 
Act of 1961, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1469 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Senator 
Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 
2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) According to President George W. Bush, 

‘‘America’s leadership and national security 
rest on our commitment to educate and pre-
pare our youth for active engagement in the 
international community.’’. 

(2) According to former President William 
J. Clinton, ‘‘Today, the defense of United 
States interests, the effective management 
of global issues, and even an understanding 
of our Nation’s diversity require ever-greater 
contact with, and understanding of, people 
and cultures beyond our borders.’’. 

(3) Congress authorized the establishment 
of the Commission on the Abraham Lincoln 

Study Abroad Fellowship Program pursuant 
to section 104 of the Miscellaneous Appro-
priations and Offsets Act, 2004 (division H of 
Public Law 108–199). Pursuant to its man-
date, the Lincoln Commission has submitted 
to Congress and the President a report of its 
recommendations for greatly expanding the 
opportunity for students at institutions of 
higher education in the United States to 
study abroad, with special emphasis on 
studying in developing nations. 

(4) According to the Lincoln Commission, 
‘‘[s]tudy abroad is one of the major means of 
producing foreign language speakers and en-
hancing foreign language learning’’ and, for 
that reason, ‘‘is simply essential to the 
[N]ation’s security’’. 

(5) Studies consistently show that United 
States students score below their counter-
parts in other advanced countries on indica-
tors of international knowledge. This lack of 
global literacy is a national liability in an 
age of global trade and business, global 
interdependence, and global terror. 

(6) Americans believe that it is important 
for their children to learn other languages, 
study abroad, attend a college where they 
can interact with international students, 
learn about other countries and cultures, 
and generally be prepared for the global age. 

(7) In today’s world, it is more important 
than ever for the United States to be a re-
sponsible, constructive leader that other 
countries are willing to follow. Such leader-
ship cannot be sustained without an in-
formed citizenry with significant knowledge 
and awareness of the world. 

(8) Study abroad has proven to be a very ef-
fective means of imparting international and 
foreign-language competency to students. 

(9) In any given year, only approximately 
one percent of all students enrolled in United 
States institutions of higher education study 
abroad. 

(10) Less than 10 percent of the students 
who graduate from United States institu-
tions of higher education with bachelors de-
grees have studied abroad. 

(11) Far more study abroad must take 
place in developing countries. Ninety-five 
percent of the world’s population growth 
over the next 50 years will occur outside of 
Europe. Yet in the academic year 2004–2005, 
60 percent of United States students study-
ing abroad studied in Europe, and 45 percent 
studied in four countries—the United King-
dom, Italy, Spain, and France—according to 
the Institute of International Education. 

(12) The Final Report of the National Com-
mission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the 
United States (The 9/11 Commission Report) 
recommended that the United States in-
crease support for ‘‘scholarship, exchange, 
and library programs’’. The 9/11 Public Dis-
course Project, successor to the 9/11 Commis-
sion, noted in its November 14, 2005, status 
report that this recommendation was 
‘‘unfulfilled,’’ and stated that ‘‘The U.S. 
should increase support for scholarship and 
exchange programs, our most powerful tool 
to shape attitudes over the course of a gen-
eration.’’. In its December 5, 2005, Final Re-
port on the 9/11 Commission Recommenda-
tions, the 9/11 Public Discourse Project gave 
the government a grade of ‘‘D’’ for its imple-
mentation of this recommendation. 

(13) Investing in a national study abroad 
program would help turn a grade of ‘‘D’’ into 
an ‘‘A’’ by equipping United States students 
to communicate United States values and 
way of life through the unique dialogue that 
takes place among citizens from around the 
world when individuals study abroad. 

(14) An enhanced national study abroad 
program could help further the goals of other 
United States Government initiatives to pro-
mote educational, social, and political re-
form and the status of women in developing 

and reforming societies around the world, 
such as the Middle East Partnership Initia-
tive. 

(15) To complement such worthwhile Fed-
eral programs and initiatives as the Ben-
jamin A. Gilman International Scholarship 
Program, the National Security Education 
Program, and the National Security Lan-
guage Initiative, a broad-based under-
graduate study abroad program is needed 
that will make many more study abroad op-
portunities accessible to all undergraduate 
students, regardless of their field of study, 
ethnicity, socio-economic status, or gender. 
SEC. 3. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to significantly enhance the global 

competitiveness and international knowl-
edge base of the United States by ensuring 
that more United States students have the 
opportunity to acquire foreign language 
skills and international knowledge through 
significantly expanded study abroad; 

(2) to enhance the foreign policy capacity 
of the United States by significantly expand-
ing and diversifying the talent pool of indi-
viduals with non-traditional foreign lan-
guage skills and cultural knowledge in the 
United States who are available for recruit-
ment by United States foreign affairs agen-
cies, legislative branch agencies, and non-
governmental organizations involved in for-
eign affairs activities; 

(3) to ensure that an increasing portion of 
study abroad by United States students will 
take place in nontraditional study abroad 
destinations such as the People’s Republic of 
China, countries of the Middle East region, 
and developing countries; and 

(4) to create greater cultural under-
standing of the United States by exposing 
foreign students and their families to United 
States students in countries that have not 
traditionally hosted large numbers of United 
States students. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

(2) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 
Board of Directors of the Foundation estab-
lished pursuant to section 5(d). 

(3) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The term 
‘‘Chief Executive Officer’’ means the chief 
executive officer of the Foundation ap-
pointed pursuant to section 5(c). 

(4) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the Senator Paul Simon Study 
Abroad Foundation established by section 
5(a). 

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 101(a) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a)). 

(6) NONTRADITIONAL STUDY ABROAD DESTINA-
TION.—The term ‘‘nontraditional study 
abroad destination’’ means a location that is 
determined by the Foundation to be a less 
common destination for United States stu-
dents who study abroad. 

(7) STUDY ABROAD.—The term ‘‘study 
abroad’’ means an educational program of 
study, work, research, internship, or com-
bination thereof that is conducted outside 
the United States and that carries academic 
credit toward fulfilling the participating stu-
dent’s degree requirements. 

(8) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’ means any of the several States, the 
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District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and any 
other territory or possession of the United 
States. 

(9) UNITED STATES STUDENT.—The term 
‘‘United States student’’ means a national of 
the United States who is enrolled at an insti-
tution of higher education located within the 
United States. 
SEC. 5. ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF 

THE SENATOR PAUL SIMON STUDY 
ABROAD FOUNDATION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the 

executive branch a corporation to be known 
as the ‘‘Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad 
Foundation’’ that shall be responsible for 
carrying out this Act under the authorities 
of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Ex-
change Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2451 et seq.). 
The Foundation shall be a government cor-
poration, as defined in section 103 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(2) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The Foundation 
shall be governed by a Board of Directors 
chaired by the Secretary of State (or the 
Secretary’s designee) in accordance with 
subsection (d). 

(3) INTENT OF CONGRESS.—It is the intent of 
Congress in establishing the structure of the 
Foundation set forth in this subsection to 
create an entity that will administer a study 
abroad program that— 

(A) serves the long-term foreign policy and 
national security needs of the United States; 
but 

(B) operates independently of short-term 
political and foreign policy considerations. 

(b) MANDATE OF FOUNDATION.—In admin-
istering the program referred to in sub-
section (a)(3), the Foundation shall— 

(1) promote the objectives and purposes of 
this Act; 

(2) through responsive, flexible grant-mak-
ing, promote access to study abroad opportu-
nities by United States students at diverse 
institutions of higher education, including 
two-year institutions, minority-serving in-
stitutions, and institutions that serve non-
traditional students; 

(3) through creative grant-making, pro-
mote access to study abroad opportunities 
by diverse United States students, including 
minority students, students of limited finan-
cial means, and nontraditional students; 

(4) raise funds from the private sector to 
supplement funds made available under this 
Act; and 

(5) be committed to minimizing adminis-
trative costs and to maximizing the avail-
ability of funds for grants under this Act. 

(c) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be in the 

Foundation a Chief Executive Officer who 
shall be responsible for the management of 
the Foundation. 

(2) APPOINTMENT.—The Chief Executive Of-
ficer shall be appointed by the Board and 
shall be a recognized leader in higher edu-
cation, business, or foreign policy, chosen on 
the basis of a rigorous search. 

(3) RELATIONSHIP TO BOARD.—The Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer shall report to and be under 
the direct authority of the Board. 

(4) COMPENSATION AND RANK.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Executive Offi-

cer shall be compensated at the rate pro-
vided for level III of the Executive Schedule 
under section 5314 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(B) AMENDMENT.—Section 5314 of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘Chief Executive Officer, Senator Paul 
Simon Study Abroad Foundation.’’. 

(5) AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES.—The Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer shall be responsible for the 

management of the Foundation and shall ex-
ercise the powers and discharge the duties of 
the Foundation. 

(6) AUTHORITY TO APPOINT OFFICERS.—In 
consultation and with approval of the Board, 
the Chief Executive Officer shall appoint all 
officers of the Foundation. 

(d) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be in the 

Foundation a Board of Directors. 
(2) DUTIES.—The Board shall perform the 

functions specified to be carried out by the 
Board in this Act and may prescribe, amend, 
and repeal bylaws, rules, regulations, and 
procedures governing the manner in which 
the business of the Foundation may be con-
ducted and in which the powers granted to it 
by law may be exercised. 

(3) MEMBERSHIP.—The Board shall consist 
of— 

(A) the Secretary of State (or the Sec-
retary’s designee), the Secretary of Edu-
cation (or the Secretary’s designee), the Sec-
retary of Defense (or the Secretary’s des-
ignee), and the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (or the Administrator’s designee); and 

(B) five other individuals with relevant ex-
perience in matters relating to study abroad 
(such as individuals who represent institu-
tions of higher education, business organiza-
tions, foreign policy organizations, or other 
relevant organizations) who shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, of which— 

(i) one individual shall be appointed from 
among a list of individuals submitted by the 
majority leader of the House of Representa-
tives; 

(ii) one individual shall be appointed from 
among a list of individuals submitted by the 
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives; 

(iii) one individual shall be appointed from 
among a list of individuals submitted by the 
majority leader of the Senate; and 

(iv) one individual shall be appointed from 
among a list of individuals submitted by the 
minority leader of the Senate. 

(4) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The Chief 
Executive Officer of the Foundation shall 
serve as a nonvoting, ex officio member of 
the Board. 

(5) TERMS.— 
(A) OFFICERS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-

MENT.—Each member of the Board described 
in paragraph (3)(A) shall serve for a term 
that is concurrent with the term of service 
of the individual’s position as an officer 
within the other Federal department or 
agency. 

(B) OTHER MEMBERS.—Each member of the 
Board described in paragraph (3)(B) shall be 
appointed for a term of 3 years and may be 
reappointed for a term of an additional 3 
years. 

(C) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Board 
shall be filled in the manner in which the 
original appointment was made. 

(6) CHAIRPERSON.—There shall be a Chair-
person of the Board. The Secretary of State 
(or the Secretary’s designee) shall serve as 
the Chairperson. 

(7) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of 
the Board described in paragraph (3) shall 
constitute a quorum, which, except with re-
spect to a meeting of the Board during the 
135-day period beginning on the date of the 
enactment of this Act, shall include at least 
one member of the Board described in para-
graph (3)(B). 

(8) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet at the 
call of the Chairperson. 

(9) COMPENSATION.— 
(A) OFFICERS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-

MENT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Board de-

scribed in paragraph (3)(A) may not receive 

additional pay, allowances, or benefits by 
reason of the member’s service on the Board. 

(ii) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each such member 
of the Board shall receive travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in 
accordance with applicable provisions under 
subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(B) OTHER MEMBERS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), a member of the Board described 
in paragraph (3)(B) while away from the 
member’s home or regular place of business 
on necessary travel in the actual perform-
ance of duties as a member of the Board, 
shall be paid per diem, travel, and transpor-
tation expenses in the same manner as is 
provided under subchapter I of chapter 57 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

(ii) LIMITATION.—A member of the Board 
may not be paid compensation under clause 
(i) for more than 90 days in any calendar 
year. 
SEC. 6. ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF 

PROGRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROGRAM.— 

There is hereby established a program, which 
shall— 

(1) be administered by the Foundation; and 
(2) award grants to— 
(A) United States students for study 

abroad; 
(B) nongovernmental institutions that pro-

vide and promote study abroad opportunities 
for United States students, in consortium 
with institutions described in subparagraph 
(C); and 

(C) institutions of higher education, indi-
vidually or in consortium, 
in order to accomplish the objectives set 
forth in subsection (b). 

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the pro-
gram established under subsection (a) are 
that, within 10 years of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act— 

(1) not less than one million undergraduate 
United States students will study abroad an-
nually for credit; 

(2) the demographics of study-abroad par-
ticipation will reflect the demographics of 
the United States undergraduate population, 
including students enrolled in community 
colleges, minority-serving institutions, and 
institutions serving large numbers of low-in-
come and first-generation students; and 

(3) an increasing portion of study abroad 
will take place in nontraditional study 
abroad destinations, with a substantial por-
tion of such increases taking place in devel-
oping countries. 

(c) MANDATE OF THE PROGRAM.—In order to 
accomplish the objectives set forth in sub-
section (b), the Foundation shall, in admin-
istering the program established under sub-
section (a), take fully into account the rec-
ommendations of the Commission on the 
Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship 
Program (established pursuant to section 104 
of the Miscellaneous Appropriations and Off-
sets Act, 2004 (division H of Public Law 108– 
199)). 

(d) STRUCTURE OF GRANTS.—In accordance 
with the recommendations of the Commis-
sion on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad 
Fellowship Program, grants awarded under 
the program established under subsection (a) 
shall be structured to the maximum extent 
practicable to promote appropriate reforms 
in institutions of higher education in order 
to remove barriers to participation by stu-
dents in study abroad. 

(e) BALANCE OF LONG-TERM AND SHORT- 
TERM STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS.—In admin-
istering the program established under sub-
section (a), the Foundation shall seek an ap-
propriate balance between— 

(1) longer-term study abroad programs, 
which maximize foreign-language learning 
and intercultural understanding; and 
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(2) shorter-term study abroad programs, 

which maximize the accessibility of study 
abroad to nontraditional students. 

(f) QUALITY AND SAFETY IN STUDY 
ABROAD.—In administering the program es-
tablished under subsection (a), the Founda-
tion shall require that institutions receiving 
grants demonstrate that— 

(1) the study abroad programs for which 
students receive grant funds are for aca-
demic credit; and 

(2) the programs have established health 
and safety guidelines and procedures. 
SEC. 7. ANNUAL REPORT. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 
March 31, 2008, and each March 31 thereafter, 
the Foundation shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on 
the implementation of this Act during the 
prior fiscal year. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) the total financial resources available 
to the Foundation during the year, including 
appropriated funds, the value and source of 
any gifts or donations accepted pursuant to 
section 8(a)(6), and any other resources; 

(2) a description of the Board’s policy pri-
orities for the year and the bases upon which 
competitive grant proposals were solicited 
and awarded to institutions of higher edu-
cation, nongovernmental institutions, and 
consortiums pursuant to section 6(a)(2)(B) 
and 6(a)(2)(C); 

(3) a list of grants made to institutions of 
higher education, nongovernmental institu-
tions, and consortiums pursuant to section 
6(a)(2)(B) and 6(a)(2)(C) that includes the 
identity of the institutional recipient, the 
dollar amount, and the estimated number of 
study abroad opportunities provided to 
United States students by each grant; 

(4) a description of the bases upon which 
the Foundation made grants directly to 
United States students pursuant to section 
6(a)(2)(A); 

(5) the number and total dollar amount of 
grants made directly to United States stu-
dents by the Foundation pursuant to section 
6(a)(2)(A); and 

(6) the total administrative and operating 
expenses of the Foundation for the year, as 
well as specific information on— 

(A) the number of Foundation employees 
and the cost of compensation for Board 
members, Foundation employees, and per-
sonal service contractors; 

(B) costs associated with securing the use 
of real property for carrying out the func-
tions of the Foundation; 

(C) total travel expenses incurred by Board 
members and Foundation employees in con-
nection with Foundation activities; and 

(D) total representational expenses. 
SEC. 8. POWERS OF THE FOUNDATION; RELATED 

PROVISIONS. 
(a) POWERS.—The Foundation— 
(1) shall have perpetual succession unless 

dissolved by a law enacted after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; 

(2) may adopt, alter, and use a seal, which 
shall be judicially noticed; 

(3) may make and perform such contracts, 
grants, and other agreements with any per-
son or government however designated and 
wherever situated, as may be necessary for 
carrying out the functions of the Founda-
tion; 

(4) may determine and prescribe the man-
ner in which its obligations shall be incurred 
and its expenses allowed and paid, including 
expenses for representation; 

(5) may lease, purchase, or otherwise ac-
quire, improve, and use such real property 
wherever situated, as may be necessary for 
carrying out the functions of the Founda-
tion; 

(6) may accept cash gifts or donations of 
services or of property (real, personal, or 
mixed), tangible or intangible, for the pur-
pose of carrying out the provisions of this 
Act; 

(7) may use the United States mails in the 
same manner and on the same conditions as 
the executive departments; 

(8) may contract with individuals for per-
sonal services, who shall not be considered 
Federal employees for any provision of law 
administered by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement; 

(9) may hire or obtain passenger motor ve-
hicles; and 

(10) shall have such other powers as may be 
necessary and incident to carrying out this 
Act. 

(b) PRINCIPAL OFFICE.—The Foundation 
shall maintain its principal office in the 
metropolitan area of Washington, District of 
Columbia. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF GOVERNMENT COR-
PORATION CONTROL ACT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall be 
subject to chapter 91 of subtitle VI of title 
31, United States Code, except that the 
Foundation shall not be authorized to issue 
obligations or offer obligations to the public. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
9101(3) of title 31, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(R) the Senator Paul Simon Study 
Abroad Foundation.’’. 

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of 

the Department of State shall serve as In-
spector General of the Foundation, and, in 
acting in such capacity, may conduct re-
views, investigations, and inspections of all 
aspects of the operations and activities of 
the Foundation. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD.—In carrying 
out the responsibilities under this sub-
section, the Inspector General shall report to 
and be under the general supervision of the 
Board. 

(3) REIMBURSEMENT AND AUTHORIZATION OF 
SERVICES.— 

(A) REIMBURSEMENT.—The Foundation 
shall reimburse the Department of State for 
all expenses incurred by the Inspector Gen-
eral in connection with the Inspector Gen-
eral’s responsibilities under this subsection. 

(B) AUTHORIZATION FOR SERVICES.—Of the 
amount authorized to be appropriated under 
section 10(a) for a fiscal year, up to $2,000,000 
is authorized to be made available to the In-
spector General of the Department of State 
to conduct reviews, investigations, and in-
spections of operations and activities of the 
Foundation. 
SEC. 9. GENERAL PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES. 

(a) DETAIL OF PERSONNEL.—Upon request of 
the Chief Executive Officer, the head of an 
agency may detail any employee of such 
agency to the Foundation on a reimbursable 
basis. Any employee so detailed remains, for 
the purpose of preserving such employee’s al-
lowances, privileges, rights, seniority, and 
other benefits, an employee of the agency 
from which detailed. 

(b) REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An employee of an agency 

who is serving under a career or career con-
ditional appointment (or the equivalent), 
and who, with the consent of the head of 
such agency, transfers to the Foundation, is 
entitled to be reemployed in such employee’s 
former position or a position of like senior-
ity, status, and pay in such agency, if such 
employee— 

(A) is separated from the Foundation for 
any reason, other than misconduct, neglect 
of duty, or malfeasance; and 

(B) applies for reemployment not later 
than 90 days after the date of separation 
from the Foundation. 

(2) SPECIFIC RIGHTS.—An employee who sat-
isfies paragraph (1) is entitled to be reem-
ployed (in accordance with such paragraph) 
within 30 days after applying for reemploy-
ment and, on reemployment, is entitled to at 
least the rate of basic pay to which such em-
ployee would have been entitled had such 
employee never transferred. 

(c) HIRING AUTHORITY.—Of persons em-
ployed by the Foundation, not to exceed 30 
persons may be appointed, compensated, or 
removed without regard to the civil service 
laws and regulations. 

(d) BASIC PAY.—The Chief Executive Offi-
cer may fix the rate of basic pay of employ-
ees of the Foundation without regard to the 
provisions of chapter 51 of title 5, United 
States Code (relating to the classification of 
positions), subchapter III of chapter 53 of 
such title (relating to General Schedule pay 
rates), except that no employee of the Foun-
dation may receive a rate of basic pay that 
exceeds the rate for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of such title. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘agency’’ means an executive 

agency, as defined by section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code; and 

(2) the term ‘‘detail’’ means the assign-
ment or loan of an employee, without a 
change of position, from the agency by which 
such employee is employed to the Founda-
tion. 
SEC. 10. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be 

appropriated to carry out this Act $80,000,000 
for fiscal year 2008 and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(2) AMOUNTS IN ADDITION TO OTHER AVAIL-
ABLE AMOUNTS.—Amounts authorized to be 
appropriated by paragraph (1) are in addition 
to amounts authorized to be appropriated or 
otherwise made available for educational ex-
change programs, including the J. William 
Fulbright Educational Exchange Program 
and the Benjamin A. Gilman International 
Scholarship Program, administered by the 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
of the Department of State. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation may allo-

cate or transfer to any agency of the United 
States Government any of the funds avail-
able for carrying out this Act. Such funds 
shall be available for obligation and expendi-
ture for the purposes for which the funds 
were authorized, in accordance with author-
ity granted in this Act or under authority 
governing the activities of the United States 
Government agency to which such funds are 
allocated or transferred. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—The Foundation shall 
notify the appropriate congressional com-
mittees not less than 15 days prior to an al-
location or transfer of funds pursuant to 
paragraph (1). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution and 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a singularly im-
portant piece of legislation which I 
bring to my colleagues with great per-
sonal enthusiasm and some fond memo-
ries. 

Let me first pay tribute to our late 
colleague, Senator Paul Simon, after 
whom this legislation is named. Paul 
was a firm champion not only of edu-
cation, higher education, but also edu-
cation abroad, this incredibly impor-
tant aspect in a growingly inter-
dependent world. It is appropriate that 
this piece of legislation be named after 
our great late colleague, Paul Simon. 

Mr. Speaker, for 10 years, first I es-
tablished and then I had the privilege 
of directing the Study Abroad Program 
of the California State University and 
College System. When I established 
that program, it was a path-breaking 
enterprise because historically study 
abroad was the privilege of only the 
wealthy and those who attended 
uniquely elite institutions. 

Our legislation expands the oppor-
tunity for study abroad that hopefully 
will involve annually about a million 
of our college and university students. 

Not too many years ago, study 
abroad was the opportunity for some 
wealthy college students to spend some 
time in France or Italy or maybe in 
Germany. But in an increasingly 
globalized world, our need to have 
young men and women who are conver-
sant in the languages of many coun-
tries and who are familiar with the cul-
tures of many countries is an absolute 
necessity for our national security and 
our national well-being. 

This historic piece of legislation will 
democratize the program of Study 
Abroad, which used to be the privilege 
of a very thin layer of our society. It 
opens up for every American college 
student, irrespective of his or her so-
cioeconomic status, the opportunity of 
spending a year or more involved in se-
rious language and area study all over 
the world. 

b 1510 

At a time when new languages are re-
quired by vast numbers of our young 
people, Chinese, Indian, Arabic and 
others, this will provide a dramatic up-
grading of our ability to interact with 
the rest of the globe. I strongly urge all 
of my colleagues to support this legis-
lation which will usher in a new era for 
American higher education for college 
students all over the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that an exchange 
of letters between the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs and the Committee of 
Oversight and Government Reform be 
included in the RECORD at this time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, June 5, 2007. 
Hon. TOM LANTOS, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN LANTOS: I am writing 
about H.R. 1469, a bill to establish the Sen-
ator Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation. 
The Committee on Foreign Affairs reported 
this legislation to the House on May 9, 2007. 

I appreciate your effort to consult with the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform regarding those provisions of H.R. 
1469 that fall within the Oversight Commit-
tee’s jurisdiction. These provisions address 
issues related to the Federal civil service, 
Federal property management, and the du-
ties of inspectors general. 

In the interest of expediting consideration 
of H.R. 1469, the Oversight Committee will 
not request a sequential referral of this bill. 
I would, however, request your support for 
the appointment of conferees from the Over-
sight Committee should H.R. 1469 or a simi-
lar Senate bill be considered in conference 
with the Senate. Moreover, this letter should 
not be construed as a waiver of the Oversight 
Committee’s legislative jurisdiction over 
subjects addressed in H.R. 1469 that fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the Oversight Com-
mittee. 

Please include our exchange of letters on 
this matter in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
during consideration of this legislation on 
the House floor. 

Again, I appreciate your willingness to 
consult the Committee on these matters. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY A. WAXMAN, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, June 5, 2007. 
Hon. HENRY WAXMAN, 
Chairman, Committee Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1469, the Senator Paul 
Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act of 2007. 

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that 
the bill contains provisions that fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. I acknowl-
edge that the Committee will not seek a se-
quential referral of the bill and agree that 
the inaction of your Committee with respect 
to the bill does not in any way serve as a ju-
risdictional precedent as to our two commit-
tees. 

Further, as to any House-Senate con-
ference on the bill, I understand that your 
Committee reserves the right to seek the ap-
pointment of conferees for consideration of 
portions of the bill that are within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, and I agree to support 
a request by the Committee with respect to 
serving as conferees on the bill, consistent 
with the Speaker’s practice in this regard. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters 
are included in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
and I look forward to working with you on 
this important legislation. If you wish to dis-
cuss this matter further, please contact me 
or have your staff contact my staff. 

Cordially, 
TOM LANTOS, 

Chairman. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am very proud to join Chairman 
LANTOS in introducing his bill, H.R. 
1469, the Senator Paul Simon Study 
Abroad Foundation Act of 2007. The 
Act gives effect to key recommenda-
tions of the bipartisan, congressionally 
mandated report of the Abraham Lin-
coln Study Abroad Commission as well 
as the 9/11 Commission report. 

The United States has an increasing 
need for foreign language expertise, 
cultural knowledge and better people- 
to-people diplomacy. We saw a dra-
matic example of this need, lam-
entably, after the events of 9/11 when 
we faced a sudden shortage of qualified 
speakers of Arabic, Farsi and other 
strategic languages. A study released 
last August by the Government Ac-
countability Office indicated that seri-
ous language gaps remain within the 
State Department that can adversely 
impact State’s ability to communicate 
with foreign audiences and execute 
critical duties. Study abroad by more 
American students in places other than 
traditional destinations in western Eu-
rope is essential to our Nation’s secu-
rity and future leadership in the world. 

For these reasons, the gentleman 
from California’s bill, H.R. 1469, aims 
to increase the number and diversity of 
American students studying abroad 
with an eventual goal of 1 million per 
year. It ensures that most of the in-
crease occurs in nontraditional and 
strategically important destinations, 
such as China, the Middle East and the 
developing world. 

This Act will establish the Simon 
Study Abroad Foundation, an inde-
pendent U.S. Government corporation 
that can raise private sector funds to 
promote its work, freed from the large 
bureaucracies and short-term agendas 
of other U.S. agencies. By offering 
competitive grants to universities and 
educational consortiums based on its 
priorities, the Foundation will gen-
erate broader interest among American 
schools in study abroad programs, 
leveraging an impact far greater than a 
mere direct grant program for stu-
dents. 

To ensure maximum transparency 
and efficiency, the Foundation will be 
subject to oversight by an Inspector 
General and annual congressional re-
porting requirements. 

I appreciate Chairman LANTOS incor-
porating my proposals for those over-
sight mechanisms in the introduced 
text of the bill. 

I also was pleased to consult with 
him regarding the small changes made 
to the bill after committee consider-
ation. Three minor changes make ex-
plicit what was already implicit in the 
bill: Two of them confirm that the 
Foundation is a new and different ap-
proach not intended to supplant other 
exchange and direct-grant programs 
currently run by the State Depart-
ment. The third makes clear that the 
Foundation should take care to fund 
only safe, high-quality study abroad 
programs. A fourth, substantive change 
aims to make the Foundation more 
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cost-effective by eliminating the com-
pensation for board members that was 
part of the originally introduced text. 

In sum, this Act, Mr. Speaker, rep-
resents a creative, forward-thinking 
initiative to protect American leader-
ship and security in a fast-changing 
world. H.R. 1469 deserves our enthusi-
astic support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
additional requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I am pleased to rise in support of H.R. 1469, 
the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Act of 
2007. This important piece of legislation seeks 
to enhance the enrollment, diversity, and 
range of countries relating to U.S. college 
study abroad programs. 

The United States is failing to take full ad-
vantage of a valuable tool that should be used 
to enhance our standing in the world and to 
improve our national security. Opportunities for 
students to study abroad is integral to creating 
intercultural awareness, a globally competent 
workforce, ensuring America’s economic com-
petitiveness, and protecting national security. 
Students can be powerfully effective diplomats 
for American culture, democratic values, and 
foreign policy. 

H.R. 1469 aims to improve the diversity, the 
range of countries, and number of students 
that study abroad while in college. Only about 
1 percent of all U.S. college students study 
abroad, and the vast majority study in Europe. 
Just 9 percent of those students are minority 
students, even though African American, Na-
tive American, and Hispanic students make up 
30 percent of the total U.S. college enrollment. 

Inspired by the recommendations of the 9/ 
11 Commission and the congressionally char-
tered Lincoln Commission, the Senator Paul 
Simon Act will create a new government cor-
poration charged with democratizing study 
abroad for American students the way that the 
GI Bill democratized higher education. 

The Simon Foundation Act is visionary leg-
islation sponsored by Senators RICHARD DUR-
BIN and NORM COLEMAN, and the chairman 
and ranking member of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Mr. LANTOS and Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN. The legislation authorizes $80 mil-
lion annually for 10 years in order to assist 1 
million American students study abroad each 
year by 2018. This funding from the Depart-
ment of State budget will directly support stu-
dent scholarships and organizations like 
Bardoli Global around the Nation. 

Bardoli Global is an organization that origi-
nated in my congressional district. It exists to 
provide greater access to study abroad oppor-
tunities for outstanding African American, Na-
tive American, and Hispanic American student 
leaders and to make those students globally 
competent change agents for their commu-
nities. The organization’s Houston pilot pro-
gram will soon expand to five other cities 
across the Nation in 2008. 

Mr. Speaker, we must act now to enact the 
vision of the late Senator Paul Simon from Illi-
nois who worked tirelessly to promote a pub-
lic-private partnership to democratize study 
abroad. We must act quickly to achieve equity 
and diversity in study abroad, especially tar-
geting traditionally underrepresented students. 
I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
always, it’s a pleasure to work with 
Chairman LANTOS. 

I have no further requests for speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1469, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RELATING TO THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REUNIFICATION 
OF JERUSALEM 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 152) re-
lating to the 40th anniversary of the 
reunification of the City of Jerusalem, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 152 

Whereas June 2007 marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the Six Day War and the reunifica-
tion of the city of Jerusalem; 

Whereas Israel has, since its founding, 
sought peace with its Arab neighbors; 

Whereas in the weeks leading up to the Six 
Day War, Israel’s neighbors, without provo-
cation, called for and implemented a block-
ade of Israel’s critical outlet to the Red Sea, 
ordered United Nations peace-keeping forces 
out of the Sinai desert, massed their forces 
with apparent hostile intent in the Sinai and 
in the Golan Heights, and publicly threat-
ened to destroy Israel; 

Whereas in six days of war, Israel defeated 
those forces seeking its destruction and re-
united the city of Jerusalem which had been 
artificially divided for 19 years; 

Whereas Jerusalem has been the focal 
point of Jewish religious devotion and the 
site of a continuous Jewish presence for over 
three millennia, with a Jewish majority 
since at least 1896; 

Whereas Jerusalem is a holy city for the 
Christian and Muslim faiths; 

Whereas the vibrant Jewish population of 
the historic Old City of Jerusalem was driv-
en out by force during the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War; 

Whereas from 1948 to 1967 Jerusalem was a 
divided city, and Israeli citizens of all faiths 
as well as Jews of all nationalities were de-
nied access to holy sites in eastern Jeru-
salem, including the Old City, in which the 
Western Wall and the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre are located; 

Whereas this year marks the 40th year that 
Jerusalem has been administered as a uni-
fied city in which the rights of all faiths 
have been respected; 

Whereas the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 
1995 (Public Law 104–45), which became law 
on November 8, 1995, states as a matter of 
United States policy that Jerusalem should 
remain the undivided capital of Israel in 
which the rights of every ethnic and reli-
gious group are protected; and 

Whereas it is the policy of the United 
States to support a peaceful, two-state solu-

tion to end the conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinians: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) congratulates the citizens of Israel on 
the 40th anniversary of the Six Day War in 
which Israel defeated enemies aiming to de-
stroy the Jewish State; 

(2) congratulates the residents of Jeru-
salem and the people of Israel on the 40th an-
niversary of the reunification of that his-
toric city; 

(3) commends those former combatant 
states of the Six Day War, Egypt and Jordan, 
who in subsequent years had the wisdom and 
courage to embrace a vision of peace and co-
existence with Israel; 

(4) commends Israel for its administration 
of the undivided city of Jerusalem for the 
past 40 years, during which Israel has re-
spected the rights of all religious groups; 

(5) reiterates its commitment to the provi-
sions of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 
and calls upon the President and all United 
States officials to abide by its provisions; 
and 

(6) urges the Palestinians and Arab coun-
tries to join with Israel in peace negotiations 
to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict, includ-
ing realization of the vision of two demo-
cratic states, Israeli and Palestinian, living 
side-by-side in peace and security. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution and 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to join 
my good friend from Florida, the dis-
tinguished ranking member of our 
committee, in recognizing the 40th an-
niversary of one of the great military 
triumphs of the 20th century, the so- 
called Six Day War. Some of us remem-
ber and everybody has read about the 
attempt of the neighboring Arab coun-
tries to annihilate the State of Israel 
40 years ago. In a brilliant preemptive 
move, the Israeli military moved ahead 
and destroyed the air forces and much 
of the military of the neighboring 
countries which were ready to destroy 
it. 

The Six Day War transformed the 
shape of the Middle East and brought 
about the unification of the city of Je-
rusalem. Prior to the Six Day War, Je-
rusalem was closed to Israelis. Fol-
lowing the Six Day War, members of 
all faiths have had full and free access 
to the city of Jerusalem, and places of 
worship, Muslim, Christian, Jewish, 
are available to all individuals who 
seek an opportunity for peaceful pray-
er. 
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