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laws we have ignored. The motives ap-
pear to always be about money or
power.

However, our government would do
well to assume its constitutional re-
sponsibility to protect America. The
government has the ability, but not
the will, to protect the border.

Congress needs to provide adequate
resources for border security. The gov-
ernment has the responsibility then to
enforce the law and not give in to spe-
cial interest groups. Then we can deal
with the people that are here illegally
after the government proves it has the
will to secure our homeland.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

ENDING THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this Demo-
cratic Congress has been successful in
raising the minimum wage with help
from people on the other side of the
aisle, and the President signed that
into law.

It has also passed stem cell research
with some help from people on the
other side of the aisle. The President
has threatened to veto that bill and
that’s unfortunate.

The biggest issue hanging over this
Congress is the war in Iraq; and while
this Congress has made moves to have
timetables and benchmarks, it hasn’t
achieved a consensus that the Presi-
dent will agree to and effectuate policy
that brings our troops home.

It will take colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, people who have been
wedded to this war, President Bush’s
war, and have been unable to get them-
selves derailed from that train that’s
on a collision course. Until Repub-
licans come forward and heed Amer-
ica’s call to bring our troops home,
more and more Americans will die in
Iraq, more and more American dollars
will be spent in Iraq where they
shouldn’t be.

We need to redeploy our troops to
fight terrorists in Afghanistan and
other places and keep our country safe.
I ask my Republican colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, to join us.

SENATE BILL IS NOT THE ANSWER
TO IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today the
President of the United States will
come to the Capitol Building to revive
a deeply flawed immigration bill being
considered in the U.S. Senate.

One year ago, the President chal-
lenged this Congress to find an answer
to the crisis of illegal immigration,
and, Mr. President, amnesty is not the
answer. The core fallacy of the Senate
bill would grant unlimited Z visa am-
nesty to millions of illegal immigrants
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who simply pay a fine and submit to a
background check.

While the Senate bill is not the an-
swer, there is a way forward, Mr.
Speaker. I truly believe that after the
Senate bill goes away, the House of
Representatives would do well to come
together across party lines and find a
way forward that puts border security
first, rejects amnesty and creates a
new guest worker system that requires
illegal immigrants to leave the coun-
try to apply and to learn English once
they’re here.

There is a way forward. We can
achieve immigration reform in this
Congress, but the Senate bill is not
that way.

———

CROSS-BORDER PILOT PROGRAM
BY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today dismayed by the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s decision to
rush dangerous Mexican trucks onto
American roads.

In the last month, this House voted
twice to impose severe restraints on
any cross-border trucking program.
Three weeks ago, we passed my Safe
American Roads Act by an over-
whelming, bipartisan 411-3 margin. The
supplemental appropriations bill in-
cluded similar language. It passed both
Houses, and it was signed into law by
the President of the United States.

But although we have twice loudly
and unambiguously rebuked the De-
partment of Transportation, they are
simply ignoring the American people.
On Friday, they announced plans to
launch a cross-border pilot program
anyway, in clear violation of both
Houses and the will of the American
people.

Their actions are deceptive, and they
are intolerable. The people’s House
cannot be sidestepped through bureau-
cratic trickery. I urge the DOT to put
the brakes on this profoundly undemo-
cratic course of action. The safety of
our highways is at stake.

HONORING DR. HARLON CRIMM

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Dr. Harlon Crimm, who
last week announced his retirement as
president of Chattahoochee Technical
College.

In the past 24 years, Dr. Crimm’s con-
tributions to Chattahoochee Tech have
been profound. He quadrupled enroll-
ment, making Chattahoochee the larg-
est technical institution in the State of
Georgia. He oversaw the college’s ac-
creditation by the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools. He in-
stilled a sense of mission and pride in
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the institution, helping it gain na-
tional prestige.

But Harlon has been molding Geor-
gia’s young minds for nearly half a cen-
tury. He began his career as a high
school teacher in Mississippi, later be-
coming the principal of Lockheed Ele-
mentary School in Marietta and direc-
tor of personnel for Marietta City
Schools. My four children attended
Marietta, and they benefited greatly
from their exposure to Dr. Crimm.

Now in retirement, Dr. Crimm will be
able to spend more time with his wife,
Jo Ann, a retired Ph.D. educator, and
his children and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me
in thanking Dr. Harlon Crimm for his
years of service educating Georgia’s
young minds. In fact, Dr. Crimm elo-
quently summed up his own work when
he referred to his past 44 years in edu-
cation not as a job or a career, but as
a calling.

——

DEMOCRATS LIVE UP TO THE
PROMISES OUR NATION MADE
OUR VETERANS

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, after
years of funding cuts by Republican
Congresses and the Bush administra-
tion to key education, veterans, college
aid and transportation programs, this
House is now bringing appropriations
bills to the floor that invest in the
right priorities, while also remaining
fiscally responsible.

This week, Democratic leadership
will pass the largest increase in vet-
erans health care funding in history, a
critical step in fulfilling our Nation’s
obligation to our service men and
women, their families and our vet-
erans.

The Veterans Health Administration
estimates that they will treat 54,000
more troops in 2008 than they did over
the last year, including more than
263,000 veterans of the war in Iraq and
Afghanistan. This House is going to
provide our veterans the health care
services they are entitled to.

We also add 1,000 new claims proc-
essors to reduce the backlog of benefit
claims so that our veterans will get the
services they need in a timely way.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress is dedi-
cated to fulfilling our commitment to
our veterans in a fiscally responsible
way.

———
SECRET EARMARKS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, for months we have heard the
Democrats’ promises that they would
make this the most transparent and
ethical Congress that our Nation has
ever seen, and of course, we all want to
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