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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
today | am pleased to introduce the Federal
Aviation Research and Development Reau-
thorization Act of 2007. | am joined by BART
GORDON, Chairman of the Science and Tech-
nology Committee, as an original cosponsor of
the Act.

This legislation is focused on ensuring the
FAA will have the tools that it will need to
keep the Nation’s air transportation system
safe, efficient, and environmentally friendly. To
that end, the act reauthorizes a range of im-
portant R&D activities at the FAA, starts up
new initiatives in some key areas, and con-
tains provisions aimed at strengthening the
interagency Joint Planning and Development
Office, JPDO, which has the responsibility of
planning and developing the Next Generation
Air Transportation System, NextGen.

With respect to the JPDO, the act responds
to the recommendations of the Government
Accountability Office, GAO, as well as other
expert witnesses that the Space and Aero-
nautics Subcommittee heard from at our re-
cent hearings by including provisions aimed at
strengthening the effectiveness of the JPDO.
These include such things as: (1) strength-
ening the authority of the JPDO Director; (2)
requiring each participating agency or depart-
ment to identify a senior official to be in
charge of its activities in support of the
NextGen initiative; (3) requiring an integrated
plan with date-specific timetables for imple-
mentation of NextGen capabilities; (4) requir-
ing the JPDO’ s Senior Policy Committee to
meet at least four times per year; (5) having
OMB coordinate each agency or department’s
budget in support of the NextGen initiative; (6)
directing JPDO to develop contingency plans
for dealing with degradation of the NextGen
system due to a natural disaster, major equip-
ment failure, or act of terrorism; (7) requiring
the JPDO to establish noise, emissions, and
energy consumption requirements for the
NextGen system; (8) directing JPDO to de-
velop an R&D roadmap for the integration of
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) into the na-
tional airspace system; (9) having GAO carry
out annual reviews of JPDO’s effectiveness.

As important as the JPDO and the NextGen
initiative are, the act recognizes that the FAA,
in coordination with other agencies such as
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, NASA, has a critical role to play in
supporting other important aviation R&D activi-
ties, a number of which have been under-
funded in recent years according to’ the testi-
mony of the GAO and FAA’s own R&E advi-
sory committee. To that end, the act augments
the President’s funding requests for human
factors research, weather research, unmanned
aircraft systems research, and energy- and
environment-related research.

In addition, recent announcements from Eu-
rope regarding the potential imposition of
emissions penalties on aircraft operations in
the next decade have made it clear that the
United States needs to better understand the
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impact of aviation on the climate as well as
what might be done to mitigate that impact.
This legislation takes the first step in that di-
rection by directing the FAA, in coordination
with  NASA and the U.S. Climate Change
Science Program to develop a plan for such
research and then having the National Re-
search Council carry out an independent as-
sessment of that research plan.

The Nation’s colleges and universities have
an important role to play in carrying out re-
search in support of the Nation’s future air
transportation system. At the same time, that
research is a critical means of helping to train
the next generation of scientists, engineers,
and aviation specialists that we will need over
the coming decades. Thus, this act estab-
lishes a research grants program involving un-
dergraduate students. It also contains provi-
sions aimed at strengthening FAA’s Centers of
Excellence program.

The act also contains R&D provisions to
continue engine research, in coordination with
NASA, that has the goal of enabling existing
general aviation aircraft to operate with un-
leaded aviation fuel. In addition, the legislation
continues the Airport Cooperative Research
Program and also establishes a runway re-
search program that should benefit both gen-
eral aviation and commercial air carrier air-
ports.

Finally, in view of the increased importance
of space weather to aviation, especially with
the increased incidence of flight operations
over the polar regions, the act establishes a
multi-agency research program to conduct re-
search on the impacts of space weather on
aviation and air passengers.

Madam Speaker, air transportation is central
to the Nation’s economic well-being, our inter-
national competitiveness, and our quality of
life. FAA’'s R&D programs play an important
role in ensuring the continued safety and effi-
ciency of America’s air transportation system,
and | believe that the Federal Aviation Re-
search and Development Reauthorization Act

of 2007 will keep FAA's R&D enterprise
healthy and productive.

——
CELEBRATING THE POST, TEXAS,
CENTENNIAL
HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, It
was an honor to join the residents of Post, TX,
on June 3, 2007 to celebrate the community’s
centennial.

As the Congressman for the 19th district, |
often travel back and forth from Lubbock to
the southern part of the district around Abi-
lene. One of my favorite parts of the trip up
and down U.S. Route 84 is approaching Post
and looking across the caprock in the dis-
tance.

During my trips to each of the district's 27
counties, | also have developed an even
deeper appreciation for many of the other
qualities that make west Texas so special. Our
region is home to the best people in the world
who are always ready to welcome you into
their hometowns.

Another quality that makes west Texas spe-
cial is the strong sense of patriotism that so
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many West Texans possess. We see this pa-
triotism in the great numbers of young people
who volunteer to defend freedom and protect
American citizens by serving in the United
States military.

This tradition continues on today. It con-
tinues in the form of young men and women
like Colter Creech from Post. Colter—who has
the distinction of being accepted into two mili-
tary service academies—will attend the United
States Air Force Academy beginning this sum-
mer.

Colter is a fine example of the type of young
people that come from Post and towns like it
across west Texas. He is smart, patriotic, and
understands the importance of serving his
country. Our freedom and the freedoms of mil-
lions across the globe will depend on fine
young Americans like Colter.

As the residents of Post reflect on and cele-
brate their history, they can also look forward
to a promising future knowing that the west
Texas values that have sustained their com-
munity through the years continue to do so
today.

———

ZION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CELEBRATES 200 YEARS

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, let us give praise to the longevity of
Zion Presbyterian Church in Columbia, Ten-
nessee as they celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of their founding. Many churches are
often the social center for the communities
they serve. Zion has long been ministering to
the spiritual needs of Maury Countians and
striving to provide a better life to those living
abroad during their many mission trips.

Founded in 1807 by descendants of Scot-
tish and Scott-Irish Presbyterians, the first
house of worship was erected in the center of
the 5,120 acres of land they purchased from
the heirs of General Nathaniel Greene. With a
strong commitment to God and their faith in
the human spirit, may Zion Presbyterian
Church continue their outreach and ministry.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CIVIL AIR PATROL
CADET TECHNICAL SERGEANT
CHRISTINE SPECHT FOR PLAC-
ING SECOND IN THE CAP 2007 NA-
TIONAL DRUG DEMAND REDUC-
TION POSTER CONTEST

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge Civil Air Patrol
(CAP) Cadet Technical Sergeant Christine
Specht for placing second in the CAP 2007
National Drug Demand Reduction Poster Con-
test.

Since 1994, the CAP has hosted the Drug
Demand Reduction Program to promote and
support education, community involvement,
social responsibility, and respect for others.
This year, the competition was sponsored by
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