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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A TRIBUTE TO MARCUS JOHNSON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor New York City Police Officer Marcus
Johnson. Marcus was born in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama but raised in Brooklyn, Crown Heights.
He attended Washington Irving High School in
Manhattan and later graduated from Deborah
Cannon Wolfe High School in Shorter, Ala-
bama.

Marcus Johnson returned to New York City
after his high school graduation and worked
for the corporate law firm of Davis, Polk, and
Wardwell. There, he was the supervisor in the
mail division overseeing the office’s incoming
and outgoing Federal Express, DHL, Airborne
Express, as well as interoffice courier serv-
ices.

Marcus Johnson later enrolled in the Bor-
ough of Manhattan Community College, imme-
diately following that enrollment, he was ac-
cepted into the New York City Police Acad-
emy. Upon his graduation from the academy,
he was assigned to the 75th Precinct where
he initially worked as a patrol officer. He be-
came known for his southern hospitality,
speaking and waving as he patrolled the com-
munity.

Marcus Johnson’s work in his precinct did
not stop there. He also worked as an evidence
control  specialist/property officer, highway
safety officer, burglary apprehension team offi-
cer, crime prevention officer and he now holds
the position of community affairs officer.

Marcus Johnson is a member of the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforcement
Executives, NOBLE. He holds the office of co-
Chair of the Dinner Scholarship and Dance
Committee. He is married to Ayicha Johnson
and they have three children, Mikhyle,
Marque, and Myles.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Officer Marcus Johnson of the New York City
Police Department for his work in keeping our
community safe.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to a kind man who
takes pride in the work he does for our city.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONEST
MONEY ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce the Honest Money Act. The Honest
Money Act repeals legal tender laws that force
American citizens to accept fiat money in their
economic transactions.

Absent legal tender laws, individuals acting
through the market will determine what is

money. Historically, when individuals have
been free to choose their money they have
selected items that are portable, widely ac-
cepted, and have a stable value. Having the
market, rather than the government, define
money is integral to the functioning of a free
economy. As Edwin Vieira, perhaps the Na-
tion’s top expert on constitutional monetary
policy says, “. . . a free market functions
most efficiently and most fairly when the mar-
ket determines the quality and the quantity of
money that’s being used.”

While fiat money produced by the State is
portable and, thanks to legal tender laws,
widely accepted, it is certainly not of stable
value. In fact, our entire monetary policy is
predicated on the government’s ability to ma-
nipulate the value of the currency. Thus, ab-
sent legal tender laws, many citizens would
refuse to accept government money for their
transactions.

Legal tender laws disadvantage ordinary
citizens by forcing them to use inferior money,
which they would otherwise refuse. As Ste-
phen T. Byington put in the September 1895
issue of the American Federationist: “No legal
tender law is ever needed to make men take
good money; its only use is to make them
take bad money. Kick it out!”

It may seem surprising that the Mr.
Byington’s well-phrased attack on legal tender
laws appeared in the publication of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor. However, enlight-
ened union leaders of that time recognized
that ways in which workers where harmed by
the erosion of the value of money which inevi-
tably follows when governments pass legal
tender laws.

Legal tender laws may disadvantage aver-
age citizens but they do help power-hungry
politicians use inflationary monetary policy to
expand the government beyond its proper lim-
its. However, the primary beneficiaries of legal
tender laws are the special interests who are
granted the privilege of producing and control-
ling the paper money forced on the public via
legal tender laws. Legal tender laws thus rep-
resent the primary means of reverse redis-
tribution where the wealth of the working class
is given, via laws forcing people to use de-
based money, to well-heeled, politically power-
ful bankers.

The drafters of the Constitution were well
aware of how a government armed with legal
tender powers could ravage the people’s lib-
erty and prosperity. This is why the Constitu-
tion does not grant legal tender powers to the
federal government. Instead, Congress was
given powers to establish standards regarding
the value of money. In other words, in mone-
tary matters the Congress was to follow the
lead of the market. When Alexander Hamilton
wrote the coinage act of 1792, he simply
adopted the market-definition of a dollar as
equaling the value of the Spanish milled silver
coin.

Legal tender laws have reversed that order
to where the market follows the lead of Con-
gress. Beginning in the 19th century, Federal
politicians sought to enhance their power and

enrich their cronies, by using legal tender
powers to change the definition of a dollar
from a silver-or-gold-backed unit whose value
is determined by the market, to a piece of
paper produced by the State. The “value” of
this paper may be normally backed in part by
gold or silver, but its ultimate backing is the
power of the State, and its value is determined
by the political needs of the State and the
powerful special interests who influence mone-
tary policy.

Unfortunately, the Supreme Court failed to
protect the American people from Congress’
unconstitutional legal tender laws. Supreme
Court Justice, and Lincoln Treasury Secretary,
Salmon Chase, writing in dissent in the legal
tender cases, summed up the main reason
why the Founders did not grant Congress the
authority to pass legal tender laws: “The legal
tender quality [of money] is only valuable for
the purposes of dishonesty.” Justice Chase
might have added dishonesty is perpetrated
by State-favored interests on the average
American.

Another prescient Justice was Stephen
Field, the only justice to dissent in every one
of the legal tender cases to come before the
Court. Justice Field accurately described the
dangers to the constitutional republic posed by
legal tender laws: “The arguments in favor of
the constitutionality of legal tender paper cur-
rency tend directly to break down the barriers
which separate a government of limited pow-
ers from a government resting in the unre-
strained will of Congress. Those limitations
must be preserved, or our government will in-
evitably drift from the system established by
our Fathers into a vast, centralized and con-
solidated government.”

Considering the growth of government since
the Supreme Court joined Congress in dis-
regarding the constitutional barriers to legal
tender laws, can anyone doubt the accuracy
of Justice Field’s words? Repeal of legal ten-
der laws would restore constitutional govern-
ment and protect the people’s right to use a
currency chosen by the market because it
serves the needs of the people, instead of
having to use a currency chosen by the State
because it serves the needs of power hungry
politicians and special interests. Therefore, |
urge my colleges to cosponsor the Honest
Money Act.

———

HONORING WEBSTER P. PHILLIPS,
A DISTINGUISHED EXECUTIVE
AT THE SOCIAL SECURITY AD-
MINISTRATION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today | rise,
on behalf of myself and Ways and Means
Ranking Member JIM MCCRERY, to recognize
Webster Phillips, a distinguished executive at
the Social Security Administration. Mr. Phillips
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is Associate Commissioner for Legislative De-
velopment. On July 3, he will retire after a ca-
reer of public service spanning more than 30
years.

Mr. Phillips began his public service as a
member of the United States Army. After his
military service, which included a tour of duty
in Vietnam, he began his career in the Social
Security Administration as a Claims Rep-
resentative in the local office in Alton, IL. He
was promoted to the Operations Supervisor in
the Rock Island, IL Social Security office in
1980. In 1983, Web was selected as a man-
agement intern and completed a series of de-
velopmental assignments in the Chicago Re-
gional Office and in SSA Headquarters in Bal-
timore. In 1987, Web moved to Baltimore and
joined the staff of the Office of Legislation and
Congressional Affairs. Since 1995, Web has
been assigned to SSA’s Legislative Affairs Of-
fice in Washington. He was selected to serve
in his current position as Associate Commis-
sioner of Legislative Development in February
1999.

Ways and Means Committee Members and
staff of both parties have had the pleasure of
working with Web on many issues relating to
Social Security during his tenure at SSA. The
Subcommittee on Social Security, in particular,
has benefited greatly from Web’s in-depth
knowledge of all aspects of Social Security
policy and operations. Web has been
unfailingly responsive and professional, and
always provides Members and Committee
staff with timely, accurate, and thorough infor-
mation and analysis. Of special note is his
contribution to the development of the legisla-
tion, enacted by Congress in 1994, that estab-
lished the Social Security Administration as an
independent agency.

It is important that we in Congress recog-
nize the men and women who devote their
working lives to improving the lives of others.
Career civil servants usually do their work in
quiet anonymity behind the scenes, but pro-
vide vital service to the Congress and the
American people. Webster Phillips is one of
those people. His record of leadership at the
Social Security Administration and his commit-
ment to providing the American people with ef-
fective and compassionate service is a record
of which he can be justly proud.

We wish Web all the best in his retirement
from the Social Security Administration and
thank him for his many years of dedicated fed-
eral service.

————

TRIBUTE TO HAMILTON COUNTY,
WEBSTER CITY, AND THE WEB-
STER CITY DAILY FREEMAN-
JOURNAL

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Hamilton County, Webster
City, and the Webster City Daily Freeman-
Journal on their 150th year anniversary. Ham-
iiton County is located in north central lowa
and is home to approximately 16,500 people.
It was named in honor of William W. Hamilton,
who served as President of the lowa State
Senate from 1856-1857. Hamilton County was
home to MacKinlay Kantor who won the Pul-
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itzer Prize for Fiction in 1956 for his novel
Andersonville.

The county seat of Hamilton County is Web-
ster City, which is located along the Boone
River. The city was started by Wilson Brewer
when he built a log cabin by the Boone River.
Brewer and William Flakes platted the town of
Newecastle, which was later sold for $22,000 to
Walter Wilson and his brother Sumler. Wilson
was eventually elected State representative; in
that capacity he requested the help of William
Hamilton to divide the rather large county of
Webster into two counties, Webster and Ham-
ilton. The act of January 1, 1857 officially
changed the city name from Newcastle to
Webster City.

Throughout its long tenure The Daily Free-
man-Journal has provided excellent national,
state, and local news coverage to the people
of Webster City and Hamilton County. The
Daily Freeman-Journal is Hamilton County’s
longest continuously operating business.
Throughout its history, the paper has won nu-
merous awards including the Governor's Vol-
unteer Award, Outstanding Outreach/Commu-
nity Service Newspaper, numerous advertising
awards, and several best page awards.

Again, | congratulate Hamilton County,
Webster City, and The Daily Freeman-Journal
on this historic anniversary.

RECOGNIZING AND WELCOMING
THE DELEGATION OF PRESI-
DENTS, PRIME MINISTERS, AND
FOREIGN MINISTERS FROM THE
CARIBBEAN TO WASHINGTON, DC

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 11, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to welcome an impressive delega-
tion of Presidents, Prime Ministers, and For-
eign Ministers from the Caribbean to Wash-
ington, DC for the first “Conference on the
Caribbean” through the coordination of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the State
Department, and Congress.

This multifaceted and dynamic region is
strikingly promising, offering an array of oppor-
tunities. CARICOM is committed to enhancing
economic integration through a common mar-
ket and common trade policies. Members of
this organization are also committed to in-
creasing their functional cooperation by pool-
ing resources and services in the area of
human and social development, as well as co-
ordinating foreign policy objectives that make
a concerted stride for regional advancement.

The fact that this meeting is taking place in
our Nation’s capitol is indeed something that |
applaud. However, | would be remiss if | did
not emphasize the concentrated costs associ-
ated with developing an institutional framework
needed to secure deeper regional integration.
Therefore, it is essential that the international
community invests in the socioeconomic infra-
structure of this lucrative region in order to in-
crease competitiveness and development. Ag-
gressively pursuing partnerships and seizing
opportunities to open markets are instrumental
in securing a progressive future for this often
ignored region.

This fortified partnership is much needed to
address plaguing social dilemmas that warrant
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international attention. As HIV/AIDS, crime,
and poverty ripple through the Caribbean re-
gion, we must be compelled to advocate for
this region’s growing plights. The increasing
West Indian influence in the U.S. legitimizes
the need for continued U.S.-Caribbean rela-
tions. According to 2000 census data an esti-
mated 1.9 million of the total U.S. population
comes from a West Indian background.

| am proud to represent Florida’s 23rd dis-
trict where approximately 115,000, or 18 per-
cent of the entire district, has a Caribbean her-
itage. The growing presence of West Indians
in South Florida, New York, and Washington,
DC, has contributed to enhancing multicultural
communities that are committed to economic
development and social advancement.

| applaud this important step, and look for-
ward to working with CARICOM to improve
the overall relations between the U.S. Con-
gress and our Caribbean allies.

A TRIBUTE TO BOB JAMES
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an exceptional musician, Mr.
Bob James. The career of Bob James is long,
varied, and continues to evolve at every turn.
From his first piano recital in Marshall, MO to
the formation of his own trio while attending
the University of Michigan to the gigs in New
York City and beyond, the music of Bob
James has captivated audiences throughout
the world.

Bob James recorded his first solo album
“Bold Conceptions” not long after he was dis-
covered by Quincy Jones at the Notre Dame
Jazz Festival in 1963. Another 25 solo albums
would follow within a span of four decades.
However, that does not include his Grammy
Award-winning collaboration projects. How-
ever, it was not until Bob James met up with
Creed Taylor in New York that his composing,
arranging and recording career took off. After
working with such CTI Recording artists as
Hank Crawford and Grover Washington, Jr.,
James finally recorded his own album, “One.”
This introduced his music to a much larger au-
dience and launched a lifelong career of re-
cording and performing live.

Bob James moved to Warner Brothers
Records in 1985, beginning an association
with another million seller and Grammy
Award-winning album “Double Vision.” This
album was a collaboration with David
Sanborn. In 1990, while recording the “Grand
Piano Canyon” album, Bob James reunited
with his old friend, drummer Harvey Mason
and worked for the first time with Lee Ritenour
on guitar and Nathan East on bass. The re-
cording sessions for this project were the gen-
esis of the group “Fourplay.” Their first album
was recorded and released in 1991.

Bob James experienced a personal and pro-
fessional career highlight when he collabo-
rated with his daughter Hilary on the “Flesh &
Blood” album. The music for the project was
jointly written by the two of them. They later
toured 15 U.S. cities in acoustic vocal and
piano duet performances.

Madam Speaker, | cannot say enough about
Mr. Bob James. He has been considerate in
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sharing his gifts with the rest of the world. |
would like to recognize all of his accomplish-
ments and achievements which are far too nu-
merous to list today.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this wonderfully
gifted musician.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
RESERVE BOARD ABOLITION ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce legislation to restore financial stability to
America’s economy by abolishing the Federal
Reserve. Since the creation of the Federal Re-
serve, middle-and working-class Americans
have been victimized by a boom-and-bust
monetary policy. In addition, most Americans
have suffered a steadily eroding purchasing
power because of the Federal Reserve’s infla-
tionary policies. This represents a real, if hid-
den, tax imposed on the American people.

From the Great Depression, to the stagfla-
tion of the 70s, to the burst of the dotcom bub-
ble, every economic downturn suffered by the
country over the last 80 years can be traced
to Federal Reserve policy. The Fed has fol-
lowed a consistent policy of flooding the econ-
omy with easy money, leading to a
misallocation of resources and an artificial
“boom” followed by a recession or depression
when the Fed-created bubble bursts.

With a stable currency, American exporters
will no longer be held hostage to an erratic
monetary policy. Stabilizing the currency will
also give Americans new incentives to save as
they will no longer have to fear inflation erod-
ing their savings. Those members concerned
about increasing America’s exports or the low
rate of savings should be enthusiastic sup-
porters of this legislation.

Though the Federal Reserve policy harms
the average American, it benefits those in a
position to take advantage of the cycles in
monetary policy. The main beneficiaries are
those who receive access to artificially inflated
money and/or credit before the inflationary ef-
fects of the policy impact the entire economy.
Federal Reserve policies also benefit big
spending politicians who use the inflated cur-
rency created by the Fed to hide the true
costs of the welfare-warfare state. It is time for
Congress to put the interests of the American
people ahead of special interests and their
own appetite for big government.

Abolishing the Federal Reserve will allow
Congress to reassert its constitutional author-
ity over monetary policy. The United States
Constitution grants to Congress the authority
to coin money and regulate the value of the
currency. The Constitution does not give Con-
gress the authority to delegate control over
monetary policy to a central bank. Further-
more, the Constitution certainly does not em-
power the Federal Government to erode the
American standard of living via an inflationary
monetary policy.

In fact, Congress’ constitutional mandate re-
garding monetary policy should only permit
currency backed by stable commodities such
as silver and gold to be used as legal tender.
Therefore, abolishing the Federal Reserve and
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returning to a constitutional system will enable
America to return to the type of monetary sys-
tem envisioned by our Nation’s founders: one
where the value of money is consistent be-
cause it is tied to a commodity such as gold.
Such a monetary system is the basis of a true
free-market economy.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, | urge my
colleagues to stand up for working Americans
by putting an end to the manipulation of the
money supply which erodes Americans’ stand-
ard of living, enlarges big government, and en-
riches well-connected elites, by cosponsoring
my legislation to abolish the Federal Reserve.

————————

CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH: ACKNOWLEDGING THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNITED
STATES

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the exceptional contributions
of Americans of Caribbean descent during the
celebration of Caribbean American Heritage
Month. | also recognize the special ties be-
tween the nations of the Caribbean and the
United States, a relationship that will be mani-
fest and renewed later this month in a dia-
logue between Heads of Government of the
Caribbean and our own national leadership,
led by President Bush and including members
of his cabinet and the Congressional leader-
ship as well, on June 19-21 in Washington,
DC.

While the significance of Caribbean Ameri-
cans to the building and advancement of
America cannot be fully expressed, | will ac-
knowledge several contributions they have
made to the very fabric of our Nation.

People from the English speaking Carib-
bean have helped shape this great land as the
earliest and largest source of Black immi-
grants to the United States. Caribbean Ameri-
cans such as Virgin Islander Edward Blyden,
along with West Indian Americans George
Padmore, Marcus Garvey and Claude McKay
influenced the course of civil rights in America.
The contributions of these individuals alone
comprise over one hundred years of writing,
empowering, and engaging the policies and
values that serve as the cornerstones of this
country.

The founder of Chicago, Jean Baptiste Point
du Sable, was born in Haiti, and Shirley Chis-
holm, the first African-American woman elect-
ed to Congress, is also of Caribbean ancestry.
Colin Powell, the first African-American Sec-
retary of State, is of Jamaican heritage.

Today, Caribbean Americans continue to
serve as catalysts for change by serving in
local, State and Federal Government, among
which include Congresswoman BARBARA LEE,
who introduced the legislation in the House to
recognize  Caribbean American Heritage
Month and Congresswoman YVETTE CLARKE,
who served as the first Director of Business
Development for the Bronx Empowerment
Zone.

Caribbean-Americans have fought to protect
and defend our Nation during times of war. In
the struggle for American Independence, over
500 Haitians joined colonial troops against the
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British at the Siege of Savannah. In response
to President George W. Bush’s current efforts
to assist a young and fragile democracy, hun-
dreds of Caribbean-Americans fight in the U.S.
Armed Forces to bring stability in Iraq.

In business, education, law enforcement,
entertainment, sports, religion, and public
service, the force of Caribbean-Americans has
energized the Nation to achieve superiority in
the international community. | invite my col-
leagues to join with me in celebrating the con-
tributions of people of Caribbean descent and
in support of H. Res. 418 commending the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) for holding
the Conference on the Caribbean in Wash-
ington, DC, from June 19 to 21.

TRIBUTE TO REBEKAH FRESE

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate a student from
Lenihan Intermediate School in Marshalltown,
IA.

Rebekah Frese has been selected to
present her award winning history project at
the Smithsonian National Museum of America.
Rebekah’s project was one of a handful se-
lected by the National History Day program
from hundreds of thousands nationwide.

Each project reflected on this year's Na-
tional History Day theme, “Triumph and Trag-
edy in History.” Rebekah’s project highlighted
the underground railroad in the State of lowa.
lowa had numerous locations on the under-
ground railroad actively assisting runaway
slaves to reach Canada and freedom. In tav-
erns, houses, and cellers throughout the
State, fleeing slaves were able to realize a few
hours of security and rest thanks to the great
lowans who risked their own lives and prop-
erty to befriend and protect the fleeing slaves.

Rebekah’s teachers, Millie Frese and Karen
Roessler, are also to be commended and con-
gratulated for this accomplishment. They have
instilled the importance and value of history in
their students as an integral part of the edu-
cation of Rebekah, her classmates, and future
generations of lowans.

————

RECOGNIZING JOHN PEHLE FOR
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS IN HELPING
RESCUE JEWS AND OTHER MI-
NORITIES FROM THE HOLOCAUST

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 11, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
while we often celebrate the efforts of those
who admirably risked their lives to protect oth-
ers during the Holocaust, there remain many
whose efforts have gone largely unnoticed.
The American Government officials who
helped create the War Refugee Board may
not have put their lives in danger, but their ef-
forts on behalf of the victims of Nazi power
helped save thousands.

As early as 1942, our Government had re-
ceived extensive, credible information con-
firming the atrocities being committed against
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Jews and other minorities throughout Europe.
In spite of these substantiated reports of Nazi
instigated genocide, the United States Govern-
ment refused to assist those in need of our
help, choosing instead to pursue a policy tan-
tamount to acquiescence.

John Pehle, a young lawyer in the Treasury
Department, however, chose to act. He, along
with Josiah Dubois, Assistant General Counsel
of the Treasury Department, and Treasury
Secretary Henry Morgenthau, took it upon
themselves to ensure the American Govern-
ment not only acknowledged the crimes being
committed in Europe, but also played an ac-
tive role in aiding those suffering at the hands
of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi collaborators. In
1943, they presented a memorandum to Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt urging him to take
immediate action to assist the victims of Nazi
crimes.

Largely as a result of these men’s efforts,
President Roosevelt created the War Refugee
Board on January 22, 1944. Roosevelt stated
that through the work of the Board, the United
States would “take all measures within its
power to rescue the victims of enemy oppres-
sion . . . to afford such victims all possible re-
lief and assistance.” Despite its monumental
mission, the War Refugee Board was only
comprised of 30 employees and allocated $1
million to carry out its tasks.

With the generous financial assistance of
thousands of American Jews and others, the
War Refugee Board was able to save as
many as 200,000 Jews and other persecuted
minorities. Of those, 15,000 were evacuated
from areas controlled by Germany and its al-
lies, 48,000 were transferred from Transnistria
to safe areas of Romania, and at least another
10,000 were protected throughout other parts
of Axis Europe by War Refugee Board funded
underground activities. Additionally, through
their assistance to the International Red
Cross, the War Refugee Board helped to pro-
vide food parcels to civilians in internment
camps as well as support and protection for
some 3,000,000 Allied and Axis prisoners of
war.

In passing this legislation, the House will
recognize not only the noble efforts of the War
Refugee Board, but also the efforts of those
Government officials who made it their per-
sonal mission to ensure that America’s poli-
cies abroad reflected our Nation’s ideals of
justice and compassion. The work of John
Pehle, Henry Morgenthau, Josiah Dubois, and
the War Refugee Board embodied the Amer-
ican tradition of reaching out to those most in
need and helped make America the beacon of
hope it has come to symbolize for so many.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when America’s
moral authority is questioned as strongly as it
is today, it is important to remember those
Americans in our history who have worked
tirelessly to ensure the United States meets
the ethical responsibility that comes with our
standing in the world.

A TRIBUTE TO EVERETTE HUGHES
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute and honor to the work of
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Everette Hughes as an educator in the New
York City Public Schools. Everette migrated to
Brooklyn in 1968. He received an academic
scholarship to Pace University where he
earned a Bachelor's Degree in Secondary
Education. He continued his studies at Long
Island University and Brooklyn College where
he earned a Masters in Sociology, a Masters
in Special Education, and a Masters in Admin-
istration and Supervision.

Everette Hughes has been an educator in
the New York City Public School system for
29 years. He is currently a Calm Fellow at
Teachers College, Columbia University where
he is pursuing a Doctorate in Educational
Leadership.

Everette Hughes began his career teaching
and later served in a variety or roles in both
teaching and administration that led to his cur-
rent position of Principal at Intermediate
School 292 in East New York. Under his
sound leadership and guidance, the school
has become increasingly known for its aca-
demic excellence, complemented by a strong
performing arts program. Mr. Hughes also
works closely with community-based organiza-
tions to raise the consciousness of the stu-
dents with whose care he is entrusted daily.

Everette Hughes has currently undertaken a
project which focuses on building a charitable
foundation to help underprivileged children in
Africa. During his annual winter breaks, he
and several other educators journey to coun-
tries like Nigeria, Senegal and Gambia where
they attempt to uplift the quality of life for the
residents through education. He has visited
schools and paid tuition for more than 200 stu-
dents allowing them an opportunity to suc-
cessfully complete their secondary education.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Everette Hughes for his continuing dedication
to the world’s children as well as those chil-
dren in our community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Everette Hughes.

—

INTRODUCTION OF THE SUNSHINE
IN MONETARY POLICY ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce the Sunshine in Monetary Policy Act,
which requires the Federal Reserve to resume
reporting the monetary measure known as M3.
M3 consists of M1, M1 is currency in circula-
tion plus travelers’ checks, demand deposits,
Negotiable Order of Withdrawal, NOW, ac-
counts, and similar interest-earning checking
account balances; M2, M2 is M1 plus house-
hold holdings of savings deposits, small time
deposits, and retail money market mutual
funds balances except for balances held in
IRA and Keogh accounts, plus institutional
money market mutual fund balances and man-
aged liabilities of deposits consisting of large
time deposits, repurchase agreements, and
Eurodollars.

The Federal Reserve Board ceased report-
ing M3 on March 22, 2006, thus depriving
Congress and the American people of the
most comprehensive measure of the money
supply. The cessation of the Federal Re-
serve’s weekly M3 report will make it more dif-
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ficult for policymakers, economists, investors,
and the general public to learn the true rate of
inflation. As Nobel laureate Milton Friedman
famously said, “inflation is always and every-
where a monetary phenomenon.” Therefore,
having access to a comprehensive measure of
the money supply like M3 is a vital tool for
those seeking to track inflation. Thorsten
Polleit, honorary professor at HfB-Business
School of Finance and Management, in his ar-
ticle “Why Money Supply Matters” posted on
the Ludwig von Mises Institute’s Web site
mises.org, examined the relationship between
changes in the money supply and inflation and
concluded that “money supply signals might
actually be far more important for inflation—
even in the short-term—than current central
bank practice suggests,” thus demonstrating
the importance of the M3 aggregate.

The Federal Reserve Board has claimed
neither policymakers nor the Federal Reserve
staff closely tracked M3. Even if M3 was not
used by Federal Reserve Board economists or
legislators, many financial services profes-
sionals whose livelihoods depend on their abil-
ity to obtain accurate information about the
money supply relied on M3. For example, my
office has been contacted by a professional
money manger complaining that the Federal
Reserve Board’s discontinuing M3 reports
would make it difficult for him to do his job.

Whatever lack of interest policymakers are
currently displaying, in M3 is no doubt related
to the mistaken perception that the Federal
Reserve Board has finally figured out how to
effectively manage a fiat currency. This illusion
exists largely because the effects of the Fed'’s
inflationary  polices are concentrated in
malinvestments in specific sectors of the econ-
omy, leading to “bubbles” such as the one
that occurred in the stock market in the late
nineties and the bubble that many believe is
occurring in the current real estate market.
When monetary inflation is reflected in sector-
specific bubbles, it is easier to pretend that the
bubbles are caused by problems specific to
those sectors, instead of reflecting the prob-
lems inherent in a fiat currency system. Once
the damage to our economy done by our reli-
ance on fiat currency becomes clear, | am cer-
tain that policymakers will once again take
more interest in M3.

Economists and others who are following
M3 have become increasingly concerned
about inflation because in 2005 the rate of M3
rose almost twice as fast as other monetary
aggregates. This suggests that the inflation
picture is not as rosy as the Federal Reserve
would like Congress and the American people
to believe. Discontinuing reporting the mone-
tary aggregate that provides the best evidence
that the Federal Reserve Board has not con-
quered inflation suggested to many people
that the government was trying to conceal in-
formation about the true state of the economy
from the American people. Brad Conrad, a
professor of investing who has also worked
with IBM, CDC, and Amdahl, spoke for many
when he said, “It [the discontinuance of M3] is
unsettling. It detracts from the transparency
the Fed preaches and adds to the suspicion
that the Fed wants to hide anything showing
money growth high enough to fuel inflation

Discontinuing reporting M3 was only ex-
pected to save 0.00000699 percent of the
Federal Reserve Board’s yearly budget. This
savings hardly seems to justify depriving the
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American people of an important measure-
ment of money supply, especially since Con-
gress has tasked the Federal Reserve Board
with reporting on monetary aggregates. Dis-
continuing reporting M3 may not be a violation
of the letter of the Federal Reserve Board’s
statutory duty, but it is a violation of the spirit
of the congressional command that the Fed-
eral Reserve Board ensure the American pub-
lic is fully informed about the effects of mone-
tary policy.

Madam Speaker, knowledge of the money
supply is one of the keys to understanding the
state of the economy. The least the American
people should expect from the Federal Re-
serve Board is complete and accurate infor-
mation regarding the money supply. | urge my
colleagues to ensure that the American people
can obtain that information by cosponsoring
the Sunshine in Monetary Policy Act.

———————

FREEDOM SCHOONER ‘“AMISTAD”’
TRANSATLANTIC VOYAGE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the transatlantic voyage of the
Freedom Schooner Amistad vessel, which is
scheduled this month in commemoration of
the bicentennial abolition of the Transatlantic
Slave Trade in the United Kingdom and the
United States and to enter into the RECORD an
article from Carib News entitled “Amistad To
Sail in Bid To Build Understanding and Unity.”

| am pleased know that on June 21, 2007,
the Freedom Schooner Amistad vessel, a rep-
lica of the original ship in which Africans that
were kidnapped upstaged a revolt, will set sail
from New Haven, Connecticut, on an 18
month transatlantic journey called the Atlantic
Freedom Tour to commemorate the 200th an-
niversary of the abolishment of the Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade in the United Kingdom
and United States. College students from the
United States, the United Kingdom, and other
Atlantic Basin countries will partake in this his-
toric voyage that will duplicate the notorious
slave route while studying maritime issues, en-
vironmental issues, and the slave trade. These
students will also serve as crew members.

This commemorative voyage offers an ex-
cellent opportunity for people all over the
world to learn about the Transatlantic Slave
Trade and its profound impact then and now
on those who survived the high seas and the
countries in the Western Hemisphere where
they were enslaved. Awareness and acknowl-
edgement of the immeasurable sacrifices and
suffering endured should never be forgotten.
Although the Transatlantic Slave Trade is a
dark part of world history, its abolishment sym-
bolizes the initial key steps towards growth
and progress in race relations and human
rights globally.

| introduced a resolution to commemorate
the abolishment of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade in the United Kingdom. Thus, | applaud
and appreciate the Amistad America organiza-
tion for sponsoring this project. | further ap-
plaud my colleague, Senator CHRIS DoDD of
Connecticut, for supporting this effort by serv-
ing as Honorary Chairman of the Atlantic
Freedom Tour.
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| urge my colleagues to consider partici-
pating in commemoration activities that will
occur in the United States next year when our
own great country celebrates the bicentennial
of legislation abolishing the Transatlantic
Slave Trade.

AMISTAD TO SAIL IN BID To BUILD
UNDERSTANDING AND UNITY

NEW HAVEN, CONN., June 5.—AMISTAD
America Chairman William Minter recently
announced the Freedom Schooner Amistad
will be departing its home port of New Haven
on June 21st for its 2007-2008 Atlantic Free-
dom Tour. This historic transatlantic voy-
age—an epic 18-month journey commemo-
rating the 200th anniversary of the abolition
of the slave trade in the United Kingdom and
next year in the United States—will promote
the values of understanding and unity rep-
resented by Amistad itself. The Freedom
Schooner Amistad, the vessel for change, is a
replica of the original ship that was com-
mandeered by Africans who had been cap-
tured in 1839. Attending the Farewell Cere-
monies being held in New Haven on June 21st
will be dignitaries from the countries being
visited by Amistad during its historic tour.
Connecticut Senator Chris Dodd, Honorary
Chairman of the Atlantic Freedom Tour will
also welcome U.S. luminaries.

‘“We are pleased that the international
community has embraced Amistad’s Atlantic
Freedom Tour,” stated Chairman Minter.
““This Tour represents an opportunity to
share the values of Amistad—freedom, col-
laboration, and justice—with communities
around the Atlantic Basin with a particular
outreach to linking students of all ages.”
Ten college students from the UK and the
U.S. will augment the initial crew of the
Amistad when it sets sail on its voyage to re-
trace the infamous slave trade route. In ad-
dition to sailing duties, students will be re-
sponsible for class study on maritime and en-
vironmental studies, as well as the social
and economic history of port cities and the
legacy of the slave trade. A total of 50 stu-
dents from countries around the Atlantic
Basin will participate as Amistad student/
crew during the voyage.

From its first stop in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
the Amistad will travel to England, arriving
in London in early August in commemora-
tion of the 200th anniversary of the Abolition
Act passed by England’s Parliament. The
Amistad will then join in the Liverpool Na-
tional Museum’s public opening of the Inter-
national Slavery Museum on August 23rd,
the UNESCO designated Slavery Remem-
brance Day. The ship travels on to Bristol
before continuing its voyage to Portugal and
the West Coast of Africa, marking major
points in the history of the slave trade.

In December the Amistad will sail into the
harbor of Freetown, Sierra Leone, the origi-
nal West African homeland of many of the
Amistad captives. This symbolic ‘home-
coming” will be a capstone event of the At-
lantic Freedom Tour. The Amistad will re-
turn to the United States via the Caribbean
and Bermuda in Spring of 2008 and travel to
multiple ports coming up the East Coast as
the U.S. commemorates the bicentenary of
legislation to ban the importation of slaves.

To find out more about the Amistad Atlan-

tic Freedom Tour, visit http:/
www.amistadamerica.org.
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RECOGNIZING THE DIGNIFIED CON-
TRIBUTION OF LIZZIE PALMER
TO THE PUBLIC APPRECIATION
OF OUR TROOPS

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 15, 2007

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize 15-year-old Lizzie Palmer,
a constituent of mine from Columbus, Ohio,
for her powerful and emotion-provoking video
production, Remember Me.

For those who have not seen it, | respect-
fully recommend you do so. A 5-minute mon-
tage of photos of American soldiers and their
families, Lizzie’s video does not editorialize on
the War in Irag. It does not choose sides in
the debate on the War on Terror. It is not a
political statement. Rather, it conveys the very
message that so many of us in this body re-
cite day in and day out on this very floor: sup-
port the troops.

Yet it conveys her support for the troops in
a thoughtful, dignified and mature manner that
fully transcends the way in which the phrase
is often used as a tagline by so many on both
sides of the debate.

Unfortunately and unwittingly, however,
Lizzie herself has become embroiled in Amer-
ica’s debate on the war. The deep-seeded and
sincere emotions that so many Americans feel
about the War on Terror have now entered
her realm, and have somehow cast her video
as controversial, where no controversy should
exist.

On YouTube, Lizzie’'s video has been
watched more than 12 million times, and near-
ly 6,000 viewers have posted their comments
and reactions to it. While most postings come
from people deeply moved and appreciative of
Lizzie’s creation, the site also now serves as
host to our nation’s bitter divide on our pres-
ence in lrag—a vitriolic and rancorous debate
over America’s foreign policy.

Inciting such a debate was never Lizzie’s in-
tention. According to Lizzie, she created this
video to express her gratitude to the American
men and women of our nation’s all-volunteer
force. She simply wanted to express her ap-
preciation to our soldiers who day in and day
out perform their duty professionally and pro-
ficiently, without qualification and without com-
plaint.

Just as she does not pass judgment on why
they are there, we should not seek to use Re-
member Me to further our own agenda. Those
who do so have entirely failed to grasp the
simple but fundamental message Lizzie is
conveying to our soldiers: we support you
without qualification. We should honor them
all, and thank them for their thankless task at
hand.

We all sit stateside, out of harm’s way,
opine on the efficacy of our mission in Iraq,
and all claim to have the best interests of our
troops at heart. But sometimes it takes the
clearer vision of a 15-year-old—a vision unfet-
tered, unencumbered, and unclouded by the
politics of the world around us—to help remind
us of what is truly important in this debate.
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A TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM HOWARD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Brooklyn resident William Howard.
Mr. Howard was born in Sumter, South Caro-
lina. He is the second eldest of four boys.

Mr. Howard attended Lincoln High School in
South Carolina. Following his graduation from
high school, he answered a call to service;
honorably serving in the United States Air
Force for four-and-a-half years reaching the
rank of Staff Sergeant. Mr. Howard later at-
tended Knoxville College in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. After leaving college, he returned to
New York accepting a civil service job with the
New York City Transit Authority where he
worked for 28 years, finally retiring as a Su-
perintendent of Administration.

Mr. Howard is a member of the Mt. Zion
Methodist Church in Sumter, and often attends
St. Anthony Baptist Church in Brooklyn. He is
active in the community serving as Chair of
the fund raising committee of the Unity Demo-
cratic Club he is also active in the Club’s
Men’s Council. Mr. Howard serves as a mem-
ber of the NAACP, and is a 33rd Degree
Mason in Tyree Grand Lodge. He is the Com-
mander of the George P. Davis American Le-
gion Post 116 in Brooklyn, New York. He is on
the Board of Officers for the National New
York Transit Retirees, and is the founder and
president of the Flatbush Depot Alumni Soci-
ety.

¥\/Iadam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Mr. William Howard’s life of honor and service
to the community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this great citizen as
well as his contribution to New York City and
our great Nation.

———

A MAN OF PRINCIPLE
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to enter
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a letter to
the editor of the Carteret County News-Times
by General John Batiste titled, “A Man of Prin-
ciple.” General Batiste commanded the 1st In-
fantry Division in Iraq and in this letter he
rightfully praises one of the most courageous
Members of Congress, my friend Rep. WALTER
JONES of North Carolina. Rep. JONES, correctly
observes General Batiste, is a man of prin-
ciple and well understands the dilemma we
face in Iraq. It is very encouraging for me to
read the words of the highly experienced Gen-
eral Batiste affirming the correctness of Con-
gressman JONES’ position on lraq, because |
share Rep. JONES views about this very dif-
ficult situation we find ourselves. | also salute
Rep. JONES for his courage and his determina-
tion to seek the truth.

[From the Carteret County News-Times, May
25, 2007]
A MAN OF PRINCIPLE
ROCHESTER, N.Y.,
May 22, 2007

TO THE EDITOR: Congressman Walter Jones

of North Carolina’s 3rd District deserves our
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unqualified support. He is a man of principle
and well understands the dilemma we face in
Iraq to include the fatally flawed strategy
that took us to war in March 2003; the failure
to modify the same strategy over time; the
administration’s continued reliance on the
military without the necessary diplomatic,
political, and economic components funda-
mental to a successful strategy; the adminis-
tration’s failure to mobilize the nation to
deal with global Islamic extremism; and the
dire straights our great soldiers and Marines
find themselves in today.

Indeed, our Army and Marine Corps, the
best fighting formations our country has
ever fielded, are at a breaking point with lit-
tle to show for it because of the reckless be-
havior of the current administration.

Walter Jones gets it. He personifies patri-
otism. He understands the American way of
war.

I base this judgment on personal experi-
ence, a 31-year career in the Army, two com-
bat tours in Iraq, many years of service in
Balkans peace enforcement in both Bosnia
and Kosovo and service in the Pentagon be-
fore, during and after Sept. 11th, 2001. I am a
lifelong Republican. I respect Walter Jones
for his moral courage and resolve to get
things right.

I met Congressman Jones in his office in
the Rayburn Office Building some eight
months ago. I was impressed then with his
grasp of the situation in Iraq and his un-
qualified love of country and support for our
military. Indeed, for the last five years, he is
one of only several congressional Repub-
licans who have embraced their constitu-
tional responsibilities to overwatch and hold
accountable our executive branch of govern-
ment. He asks the tough questions and never
backs down. The vast majority of our party
has long since abrogated this incredibly im-
portant aspect of their duty. He well rep-
resents his constituents and the best inter-
ests of both our country and our military. As
President Gerald Ford once said, ‘“‘Truth is
the glue that holds our government to-
gether.”” Since our first meeting eight
months ago, my respect of Walter Jones has
multiplied tenfold.

People often ask me to describe how they
can help get the country back on track. The
answer almost invariably boils down to exer-
cising the right to vote and casting one’s
vote for the candidate who understands the
issues and has the moral courage to do the
right thing. I have now expanded that answer
to elect more public servants like Congress-
man Walter Jones of North Carolina. Our na-
tion desperately needs members of Congress
with his character, commitment, and re-
solve. I salute Walter Jones as a man of prin-
ciple with the courage of his convictions.

JOHN BATISTE,
Maj. Gen. USA (Ret.)

—————

MARKET INCENTIVES FOR
BIOBASED PRODUCTS ACT OF 2007

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, | am
proud to introduce a bill today related to Fed-
eral procurement of biobased products and
the labeling of such products, known as the
Market Incentives for Biobased Products Act
of 2007. The Federal Government serves a
vital role in promoting new technologies and
products by creating a market as the country’s
largest consumer.
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This bill, which will amend section 9002 of
the Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002, will require the Secretary of Agriculture
to set biobased product procurement guide-
lines for Federal agencies. A stronger
biobased procurement program will help
strengthen rural communities and uplift our
Nation’s farmers by creating new jobs and
new markets. Additionally, by replacing petro-
leum-based products with bio-based products,
this program will decrease our Nation’s de-
pendence on foreign oil and protect the envi-
ronment.

Just as the mandate to purchase recycled
paper spurred the growth ofthat industry, we
can do the same with biobased products. Al-
though it took 12 years for the EPA to estab-
lish guidelines for recycled paper, all 50 States
followed suit and it has become a mainstream
product whose quality has improved vastly
over the years. While the USDA has made
great strides in establishing the BioPreferred
Program, | hope this bill will stimulate expan-
sion of biobased product use in a timely man-
ner.

This bill also requires the Secretary to es-
tablish labeling requirements for finished prod-
ucts and intermediate ingredients in consulta-
tion with Federal agencies, producers of
biobased products, and various interested or-
ganizations within 90 days of enactment. Set-
ting uniform labeling standards will aid in pur-
chasing decisions, dissemination of products,
and eventually build consumer confidence in
bio-based products.

Finally, this bill sets reporting requirements
so Congress can ensure the progress of the
procurement and labeling program. | believe
that proper oversight is essential to guarantee
forward movement of this program and con-
scientious use of taxpayer dollars.

By setting high goals and standards, this
body can pave the way for the expansion of
a burgeoning industry, and have positive af-
fects our farmers, our environment, and our
national security.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MR. EARNEST
FLOWERS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Earnest Flowers, a career
Financial Advisor who has worked for security
houses and alongside investment banks since
1994.

Mr. Flowers joined Whales Securities after
two years of training. There he became a vice-
president of private client services and a top
producer. While at Whale, he participated in
finding various Initial Public Offerings (IPO’s)
including the World Heart Corporation, and
Take-Two Interactive Software Incorporated.

Mr. Flowers was recruited in 2000 by his
former manager to join Ladenburg, Thalmann
& Company, Incorporated, the second oldest
firm on Wall Street. In 2002, Mr. Flowers went
independent and has since provided wealth
management through firms such as the Con-
cord Equity Group, the Investors Capital Cor-
poration and most recently, Aura Financial
Services.

Mr. Flower’s independence has allowed him
to raise capital and work on alternative
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projects. Current projects range from eco-
nomic and social development in Africa to the
financing of media companies. Among them:
Vardo Entertainment; Mindtree; Urbintel; and
VuVango Media. Mr. Flowers has financed the
public works of Clarence B. Jones, worked as
a former draft speech writer and counsel to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and assisted with
future film projects like Pilgrims Progress,
Clara Ward, the Shea Foundation, and a gos-
pel reality pilot for Black Entertainment Tele-
vision.

Mr. Flowers is a member of various boards
in the religious, political and business commu-
nities. Among them are: the Insight Broad-
casting Corporation; the Atlantic Union of SDA
Executive Committee; the Atlantic Union Ad-
ventist Media/3 ABN; Northeastern Academy
Alumni; Northeastern Conference Youth Advi-
sory Committee; Elmer H. Blackburn Regular
Democratic Club; Harlem Advent Care Center;
Daly Day Academy; and the Northeastern
Conference Junior Basketball League.

Mr. Flowers holds a Bachelor's of Science
Degree from Oakwood College and is cur-
rently in the last semester of the St. Johns’
University MBA Program. Mr. Flowers is an or-
dained Elder at City Tabernacle SDA Church
and a former Associate Coordinator and cur-
rent Master Guide in the Bronx/Manhattan
Pathfinder Association. He is married to Dr.
Alicia Massop-Flowers.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
the distinguished accomplishments and
achievements of Mr. Flowers.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this extraordinary
gentleman.

————

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL DEL-
EGATION TO NATO PARLIAMEN-
TARY ASSEMBLY MEETINGS

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | recently
led a bipartisan House delegation to NATO
Parliamentary Assembly meetings in Madeira
and Lisbon, Portugal, and to additional meet-
ings in Tunisia and Morocco from May 24—
June 3. The co-chair of my delegation was the
Hon. PAUL GILLMOR. In addition, Representa-
tives RALPH REGULA, JO ANN EMERSON, JOHN
SHIMKUS, ELLEN TAUSCHER, DENNIS MOORE,
TOM TANCREDO, JOHN BOOZMAN, BARON HiLL,
BEN CHANDLER, KENDRICK MEEK, and CHARLES
MELANCON, and staff, worked to make this a
highly successful trip in which we examined a
range of NATO and Mediterranean security
issues.

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly, NPA,
consists of parliamentarians from all 26 NATO
member states. In addition, members of par-
liament present from such associated govern-
ments as Russia, Georgia, Croatia, and Af-
ghanistan join discussions and debates over
the key issues of interest to the alliance. The
NPA thereby provides a forum for elected offi-
cials to analyze issues that NATO discusses
in Brussels. Delegates have the opportunity to
learn first-hand the views and concerns that
other countries have over the key security
issues of the day. An invaluable aspect of the
meetings is the chance to meet and come to
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know members of parliaments who play impor-
tant roles in their own countries in shaping the
security agenda that their governments debate
at NATO headquarters. These contacts can
endure through a career, and can provide an
invaluable private avenue for insights into
each ally’s particular views on an issue.

The key issues before NATO today are
Russia, missile defense, and the conflict in Af-
ghanistan. Each of these was on vigorous dis-
play at the NPA meetings. Russia under Putin
is following an increasingly assertive policy in
its use of energy supplies as a political lever,
and in efforts to intimidate neighboring states
such as Estonia and Georgia. It was clear
from our meetings that not only the United
States and NATO, but the European Union as
well, are concerned about Moscow’s posture
on a wide range of issues. The Bush Adminis-
tration’s missile defense proposal for Europe
was also a central subject of discussion. While
many governments accept in the abstract the
need to consider such a defensive system in
an era of missile and nuclear proliferation, the
meetings revealed a wide array of views
among the allies on the efficacy and timeli-
ness of this particular system. The United
States has approximately 25,000 troops in Af-
ghanistan, of whom 17,000 are engaged in
NATO’s International Security Assistance
Force, ISAF, fighting the Taliban.

Portugal hosted the NP A meetings in Ma-
deira. Before the opening sessions, the dele-
gation had a detailed briefing and discussion
with Ambassador Victoria Nuland, the U.S.
representative to NATO. She very ably pre-
pared us for the nuances of the discussion of
the issues that would be debated in the NPA
sessions. There followed another private
meeting with NATO Secretary General Jaap
de Hoop Scheffer, who gave an overview of
member state perspectives on the most con-
troversial issues confronting the alliance; he
later addressed the NPA’s plenary session.
The Prime Minister of Portugal also addressed
the plenary, and emphasized the importance
of Mediterranean security issues, which were
a recurrent theme in our trip.

There followed 2 days of NPA committee
meetings. There are 5 NPA committees. In
each, parliamentarians present reports on
issues before the alliance, which are then de-
bated by all members of the committee who
may make counter-arguments or suggestions
for amending a report. We divided our delega-
tion so that U.S. Members were present in
each committee meeting.

| chaired the Economics and Security Com-
mittee, which heard reports on the Republic of
Georgia’s progress towards democracy and its
increasingly close association with NATO, on
defense resource management, and on eco-
nomic developments in East Asia. Represent-
ative BOOzZMAN was the co-rapporteur of this
last report, which he very ably presented, and
which aroused an interesting discussion. Rep.
BoozmMAN noted the growing commercial inter-
ests of the United States and its allies in East
Asia, and the political and security implications
of this growing web of economic connections.
The Committee also heard a provocative and
interesting presentation by Lawrence Korb of
the Center for American Progress. He dis-
cussed the U.S. defense budget debate, and
the effects that the Iraq war is having on U.S.
military capabilities around the world.

The NPA Political Committee, of which Rep.
CHANDLER is a vice-chairman, heard several
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reports that touched off sometimes conten-
tious debates. Most notable were exchanges
between the Russian delegates and their
counterparts from NATO parliaments over the
cyber attacks on Estonia’s government and
business electronic systems, in all probability
launched in retaliation for Estonia’s relocation
of a Soviet-era war memorial. There was also
a report by a Canadian delegate on the con-
flict in Afghanistan. Backed by her U.S. col-
leagues, she called for a reduction in cave-
ats—restrictions that some allies place on their
forces in Afghanistan—and a greater sharing
of the combat burden among member states.

The Defense and Security Committee also
heard a report on Afghanistan that con-
centrated on military operations there. Rep-
resentative SHIMKUS then gave a clear, suc-
cinct, and analytical presentation on his report
on the NATO-EU security relationship. He
called for better coordination between the 2
organizations so that member governments
might pool and share resources more smooth-
ly as NATO and the EU work more closely to-
gether in such missions as Afghanistan and
Kosovo. His report was well-received, and led
to an interesting debate. Representative
TAUSCHER is a vice-chair of one of the Com-
mittee’s subcommittees.

The Science and Technology Committee
heard reports on climate change and on the
transformation of warfare brought on by the in-
creasing use of computers and other high
technology. A report by a Russian delegate
set off a broad debate on the administration’s
missile defense proposals. The concerns of
Moscow were clearly, if ideologically, laid out
by the Russian delegate, with responses from
a range of European delegates. Representa-
tive TAUSCHER provided a clear and concise
congressional perspective on missile defense
after a presentation on the issue by a U.S.
Department of Defense official.

The Committee on the Civil Dimension of
Security heard reports on a range of issues,
the most interesting of which was the protec-
tion of critical infrastructures. The issue of the
recent cyber attacks in Estonia was again
raised; vulnerability of communications and
other electronic networks in allied states is
likely to become a matter of growing debate in
the alliance. Representative EMERSON is a
vice-chair of one of the Committee’s sub-
committees.

The rapporteurs will present updated drafts
of their reports during the next NPA meetings,
which will occur in Reykjavik, Iceland, October
5-9, 2007.

The delegation also met with a member of
the Afghan parliament who is an observer del-
egate to the NPA. We discussed NATO oper-
ations, the narcotics trade in Afghanistan, and
governance issues with him.

The delegation next went to Lisbon on May
28-29 for meetings there and visits to 2 mili-
tary bases. After a briefing by U.S. Ambas-
sador Alfred Hoffman and his staff, the dele-
gation visited the NATO Joint Command just
outside Lisbon. Joint HQ Lisbon is an allied
mobile command that becomes a sea-based
command in the initial stages of operations
ranging from peacekeeping to war fighting. It
is a reflection of NATO’s ongoing trans-
formation into a lighter, more mobile military
structure able to counter crises around the
world. Joint HQ Lisbon currently provides the
headquarters structure for the NATO mission
in Darfur.
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The delegation then visited the NATO Joint
Command for Combined Air Operations Cen-
ter, CAOC, which has highly sophisticated
electronic systems that monitor all air traffic off
southwestern Europe, northwestern Africa,
and in the western Mediterranean. The CAOC
can scramble aircraft to counter any potential
aerial threat to the region.

The delegation again picked up the themes
of Mediterranean security in Tunis on May 30—
31. Tunisia is part of NATO’s Mediterranean
Dialogue, in which NATO governments join a
number of Arab governments along the Medi-
terranean coast and Israel to discuss and
begin to train for counter-terror and counter-
proliferation efforts. Bilaterally, Tunisia is also
an important friend of the United States in
countering terrorist threats in North Africa. At
the same time, some Members raised con-
cerns about the need for the Tunisian Govern-
ment to make greater progress on the road to
democracy.

In 1942-1944, 2,841 American soldiers
gave their lives in the effort to defeat German
and ltalian forces in the North African theater
during the Second World War. The delegation
visited their resting place in the North African
Cemetery, managed by the U.S. American
Battle Monuments Commission. While we tend
to think of U.S. cemeteries in the Second
World War theater as being located in Europe,
the cemetery outside Tunis is a monument to
the brave soldiers who gave their lives in the
strategically critical and often extremely dif-
ficult battles that weakened Germany’s lines of
defense and supply in preparation for the con-
clusive battles of 1944-1945 in Europe. Ac-
companied by other members of the delega-
tion, | laid a wreath at the cemetery’s central
monument. Members of the delegation then
walked to individual graves of fallen soldiers
from their states. This was perhaps the most
memorable and poignant moment of the dele-
gation’s trip.

After a briefing by U.S. Ambassador Robert
Godec, the Members had a lengthy and highly
informative meeting with the Tunisian Presi-
dent, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, where we dis-
cussed the key issues in U.S.-Tunisian rela-
tions, as well as matters of Mediterranean se-
curity. There followed meetings with the For-
eign and Defense Ministers, where issues of
U.S.-Tunisian cooperation and U.S. military
assistance were discussed in detail. These
meetings provided a precise, focused discus-
sion of how the United States and Tunisia
might work more closely together on security
issues. The delegation also visited the Tuni-
sian parliament.

On June 1-2, the delegation went to Rabat
for meetings with Moroccan officials on secu-
rity issues. Morocco has experienced an in-
crease in Al Qaeda activity; the Madrid train
bombings of March 2004 were largely carried
out by Moroccan Islamist extremists. Morocco,
which is on a path of moderate democratiza-
tion, is one of the United States’ oldest allies,
and was the first government to recognize
U.S. independence.

After a briefing by U.S. Ambassador Thom-
as Riley and his staff, the delegation held
meetings with the Moroccan Defense Minister
and with upper-level officials in the Foreign
Ministry. The focal points of these discussions
were Morocco’s participation in NATO’s Medi-
terranean Dialogue, and U.S.-Moroccan bilat-
eral efforts to counter proliferation and ter-
rorism. We also visited the Moroccan par-
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liament for a meeting with the chamber of
deputies’ leader, comparable to our Speaker
of the House.

The U.S. Air Force Reserve elements from
Scott Air Force Base piloted our aircraft and
security for it was provided by members of the
United States Air Force Reserve from An-
drews Air Force Base. Our military personnel
provide a quiet but invaluable service in ensur-
ing safety and an efficient schedule for U.S.
congressional delegations, and this group of
service men and women was no exception. |
thank them for their hard work and their dedi-
cation to duty.

————
CONGRATULATING UCLA ON ITS
UNPRECEDENTED 100TH NCAA

TITLE
HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishments of
the UCLA Athletic Program which recently
won its 100th championship, making it the first
Division | school to do so.

The UCLA men’s tennis team won the first
NCAA championship for the Bruins in 1950
and the last 57 years have been witness to an
unprecedented record of success. These
championships have not been confined to just
a few sports. Some of the multiple champion-
ships include 19 men’s volleyball, 16 men’s
tennis, 11 men’s basketball, 10 women’s soft-
ball, 8 championships for both men’s track and
field and men’s water polo, and 5 champion-
ships for women’s gymnastics, women’s track
and field, and women’s water polo. The list of
Bruin athletes who contributed to the school’s
history of victory is a roll call of the greatest
athletes of our time: Lewis Alcindor, Arthur
Ashe, Evelyn Ashford, Jimmy Connors, Gale
Devers, Mitch Gaylord, Florence Giriffith-
Joyner, Jackie Joyner-Kersee, Karch Kiraly,
Jackie Robinson, Bill Walton, and others.

This record is not just the result of excep-
tional athletes. These championships also re-
flect the philosophies of great Bruin coaches
like basketball icon John Wooden and
volleyball legend Al Scates. Their commitment
to hard work, discipline, and sportsmanship
has created a legacy of victory unparalleled in
college sports. Additionally, the contributions
of all the students, alumni, and staff have
been instrumental over the years in helping
UCLA achieve 100 championships.

The 100th championship came from the
Women’s Water Polo team which won its third
consecutive NCAA Division | championship on
May 13, 2007. The Bruins, coached by Adam
Krikorian, finished 28-2 and have been 90-6
over the past three seasons. Courtney
Mathewson scored three goals and Jillian
Kraus added two more as the Bruins beat rival
Stanford. Kelly Rulon was selected as the
tournament’'s Most Valuable Player. Rulon,
Mathewson, and Kraus were joined by Emily
Feher and Kacy Kunkel as members to the
NCAA All-Tournament First Team.

On behalf of the UCLA graduates in the
House, | congratulate the Women’s Water
Polo team for its most recent championship
and | commend the Bruins for being the most
accomplished athletic program in NCAA his-

tory.
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A TRIBUTE TO KEITH DOSREIS,
JR.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Keith “Suede” DosReis,
Jr. Keith grew up in Brownsville, Brooklyn, and
has always had the ability to hold an audience
captive. He began a career in entertainment at
the age of 5. He attended State University of
New York at Albany where he pledged Kappa
Alpha Psi fraternity.

Keith DosReis, Jr., has appeared in 16 com-
mercials, two of them with legendary actor and
comedian William “Bill” Cosby. Though mak-
ing the commercials was fun, Keith’s passion
lies in hosting live events. Among his most
popular was the national collegiate step show
tournament, “StepCorrect.”

Keith DosReis has become a sought after
personality to host events throughout the New
York Tri-State area as well as colleges nation-
wide. His hosting of national events has led to
his latest endeavor of managing artists which
is a natural outgrowth of his entrepreneurial
and managerial experience that were derived
from his days with HBO Sports.

Keith DosReis is now the Program Coordi-
nator for the Forster Laurie Police Athletic
League Center in Queens, NY. This gives
Keith an opportunity to provide new programs
for our youth while at the same time bestow-
ing upon them his knowledge of the entertain-
ment industry.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Keith DosReis for his accomplishments and
achievements.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this artful enter-
tainer.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA GRADUATE PROGRAMS
ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today | in-
troduce the University of the District of Colum-
bia Graduate Programs Act that amends Sec-
tion 326 of the Higher Education Act to pro-
vide federal Historically Black College and
University (HBCU) grant funding to the quali-
fied graduate programs at the University of the
District of Columbia.

The University of the District of Columbia
(UDC) is the District's only public university
and institution of higher learning. An open ad-
mission institution at the undergraduate level,
the University has consistently and historically
provided higher education opportunities to
D.C. residents at low and affordable costs.
The University justifiably prides itself on its
vital role in educating the leaders of the next
generation by producing theoretically sound
and practically skilled graduates, ready to un-
dertake careers in service in both the public
and private sectors.

UDC also is one of the Nation’s oldest
HBCUs, but the university did not receive fed-
eral funding as an HBCU until 1999. When
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Congress passed the District of Columbia Col-
lege Access Act, | was able to convince Con-
gress that the necessary complement to the
College Access Act was long overdue HBCU
funding because of the indispensable function
of UDC for thousands of students for whom
UDC was not only a choice, but the only prac-
tical option.

Funding from the Historically Black Grad-
uate Institutions (HBGIs) program will allow
UDC to increase its production of skilled grad-
uates in vital disciplines and jobs in which Afri-
can Americans, Hispanics and others are
underrepresented and to strengthen its grad-
uate programs in occupations where there are
shortages and jobs in our region. For exam-
ple, the University has graduate degree pro-
grams in cancer biology prevention and con-
trol, early childhood education, mathematics,
special education, and speech and language
pathology, and other graduate programs in the
College of Arts and Sciences, the David A.
Clarke School of Law, and the School of Busi-
ness and Public Administration. A graduate
curriculum is being developed in the School of
Engineering and Applied Sciences.

| urge all of my colleagues to support this
bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, June 5, 2007, Tuesday, June 6, 2007
and Tuesday, June 12, 2007, | was unable to
cast my floor vote on rollcall Nos. 426, 427,
428, 429, 430, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436,
437, 438, 439 and 459.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on the following rollcall
votes 426, 427, 428, 429, 430, 431, 432, 433,
434, 435, 436, 437, 438 and 439 and “no” on
459.

A TRIBUTE TO LARRY CARLTON
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a great guitarist and an ex-
ceptional musician Mr. Larry Carlton. Larry
Carlton’s own musical story began in southern
California. He picked up his first guitar at the
age of six. He was introduced to jazz in junior
high school. Saxophonist John Coltrane was a
major influence on Carlton, beginning with
Coltrane’s 1962 classic “Ballads.”

Larry Carlton recorded his first album in
1968, “With a Little Help From my Friends.”
The enthusiastic industry response garnered
him a place among jingle singers. He also re-
corded on camera and recorded radio com-
mercials for Ford. Mid-season in his second
year; he segued to musical director for “Mrs.
Alphabet,” an Emmy-nominated children’s
show. It was here Carlton showcased his act-
ing skills, performing as the show’s co-star,
“Larry Guitar.”

Larry Carlton performed with the world re-
nowned Crusaders on 12 of their albums,
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often contributing material. He released his
second solo project in 1973 on Blue Thumb
Records. Larry Carlton’s demand as a session
player was now at its zenith, he was con-
stantly featured with stars from every imag-
inable genre. Among them: Sammy Davis, Jr.;
Herb Alpert; Quincy Jones; Paul Anka; Mi-
chael Jackson; John Lennon; Jerry Garcia;
and Dolly Parton.

Larry Carlton was approached by the newly
formed MCA Master Series label in 1985 for
consideration of recording an acoustic jazz
album. His first release for the new label was
“Alone.” The 12 months of 1987 brought
some of the biggest highlights in his solo ca-
reer. However, while working on his next
album for MCA, Carlton was a victim of ran-
dom gun violence and was shot in the throat
by gun-wielding juveniles outside his private
studio near Burbank, California. The bullet
shattered his vocal cords and caused signifi-
cant nerve trauma, but through intensive ther-
apy and a positive frame of mind, he com-
pleted his work on his “On Solid Ground”
album in 1989.

Madam Speaker, through all of this adver-
sity, Larry Carlton continues to grace us with
his gift of music. | would like to recognize him
for his accomplishments and achievements
which are far too numerous to mention today.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this wonderfully
gifted musician.

————————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MARCUS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, June
22 will be a bittersweet day for me and for all
of Team Schakowsky. That is the day that
Robert Marcus, Legislative Assistant, will be
leaving our office. After a summer in Israel,
Robert will attend graduate school at the
Fletcher School of International Affairs at Tufts
University, where we know he will make an
outstanding contribution.

In his more than 4 years on my staff, Robert
has been an invaluable member of the team,
serving as the point person for foreign affairs,
in particular U.S.—Israel relations, the war in
Iraq, Haiti, Darfur, and Colombia. He has been
in charge of veterans affairs and has played a
major role in shining a bright light on and
drafting legislation addressing the growing role
of private military contractors.

Robert’s influence has extended far beyond
Capitol Hill and well beyond the borders of the
United States. In 2005, Robert worked with an
lllinois synagogue and its Rabbi, Bruce Elder,
to bring a Torah to its former home in the
small Czech Republic town of Lostice. It was
one of 1,500 Torahs that had been con-
fiscated by the Nazis during World War II.
Robert made the arrangements for the visit
and joined members of the Congregation
Hakafa when the Torah was opened and read
at the synagogue, which is now a community
center. Though no Jews remain in Lostice, the
people had protected the building and came
out to welcome the visitors with songs sung in
Hebrew. Dignitaries from across the Czech
Republic participated and it became a highly
publicized story with a powerful message of
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remembrance and tolerance that will long be
remembered. Robert Marcus made it happen.

Robert Marcus has been addressing the
problem of deforestation in Haiti in a very
practical way. Haiti is almost completely
deforested, with only one or two percent of its
original forest cover remaining. Working with
Haitian-American leaders as well as an organi-
zation led by Wyclef Jean called Yele Haiti,
Robert brought another important organization
to the table to help with a new Haitian environ-
mental initiative that combines tree planting
with alternative energy. The Jewish National
Fund, at Robert’s initiative, is now providing
technical expertise from their extensive and
successful experience with tree planting in
Israel.

Robert will be missed not only for the ex-
ceptional work he has done, but for his incred-
ible kindness, (sometimes quirky) sense of
humor, his contagious friendliness, and, of
course, his rugged good looks.

If you “Google” Robert Marcus, you will find
over 14 million separate entries. True, not all
of them are about OUR Robert Marcus, the
real Robert Marcus, (particularly the one that
reads “Robert Marcus: Real Threat or Just
Another Stupid Clam?”), but we know he will
make a huge mark in the world. We just hope
he will always remember his days with Team
Schakowsky. | know | will never forget him. |
say, “Thank you, Robert Marcus. | love you
very much.”

TRIBUTE TO MRS. SALLY MORIN

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to my constituent, Mrs. Sally
Morin, who will be retiring after 20 years of
dedicated service to the Anne Arundel County
Public Schools System.

Sally Morin started her career with the
school system on July 7, 1987, at German-
town Elementary in Annapolis, MD. She will
complete her time with the system at Lothian
Elementary School. Throughout her career,
every principal for whom she has worked has
noted her dedication, skills, and loyalty. They
have also witnessed her magnificent ability to
relate to all members of the school commu-
nity—administrators, teachers, staff, parents,
and, importantly, students.

While balancing a career with raising a fam-
ily, Sally also went the extra mile and has
been a very active member of her community.
With her husband Maury and daughters, Lauri
and Jeri, Sally opened her home to numerous
Naval Academy midshipmen—offering a wel-
come respite from the rigorous coursework
and intense training that these able young
men and women experience at the academy.
The Morin family also have been active mem-
bers of their church and have been vigorous
supporters of the construction of a new church
building.

In retirement, Sally and Maury have decided
to move to Delaware. While this naturally sad-
dens their friends and neighbors in Anne
Arundel County, | know that | join with them in
wishing the Morins a very long and rewarding
retirement.
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A TRIBUTE TO KEVIN C. BRYANT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Kevin C. Bryant, detective
first grade of the New York City Police Depart-
ment. Mr. Bryant was born and raised in
Brooklyn and attended public school through
12th grade. In 1985, at Queens College, Mr.
Bryant was sworn in as a probationary police
officer for the NYPD.

Mr. Bryant successfully graduated from the
police academy and was eventually assigned
to his permanent command in the 81st pre-
cinct of Brooklyn’s North neighborhood. Be-
cause of his honorable work on the police
force, Mr. Bryant was offered invitations to join
the Narcotics Division several times, an invita-
tion he finally accepted in 1987.

Mr. Bryant was assigned to a special anti-
crack unit in Queens where he was an instru-
mental component in hundreds of undercover
buy-and-bust operations throughout the city.
He made such a significant impact that he
was promoted to detective third grade in 1989.

Mr. Bryant was selected to initiate a feder-
ally funded program aimed at disrupting drug
gangs called the High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area Task Force in 1991, after con-
tinuing to make positive contributions in his
community. His HIDTA program was so effec-
tive that it became the rubric for developing
HIDTA programs across the country.

Mr. Bryant continued to prove his dedication
to crime-fighting during his work with the
HIDTA, which resulted in his promotion to de-
tective second grade.

Mr. Bryant accepted an invitation to join the
Intelligence Division in 1998. There he per-
formed tasks ranging from investigating orga-
nized street gangs, to post-9/11 terrorism in-
vestigations. He was promoted to detective
first grade in 2007.

Mr. Bryant retired from the NYPD on his
44th birthday in April of 2007. He now spends
more time with his family, his wife of 16 years
Choddie Bryant and his three children,
Porsha, Kai and Khail.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
the accomplishments of Kevin C. Bryant, as
his selfless and unwavering dedication to the
betterment of New York City has forever bene-
fited the lives of its residents.

Madam Speaker, Kevin C. Bryant's service
has continuously demonstrated a level of altru-
istic dedication that makes him most worthy of
our recognition today.

——————

WPET-AM CELEBRATES A HALF
CENTURY OF SERVICE

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, for more than
50 years, a radio station in the Sixth District of
North Carolina has been providing our citizens
with the best in local programming. Since
WPET-AM 950 went on the air in June of
1954, listeners in the Piedmont Triad region of
North Carolina have had their souls nourished,
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their hearts enriched, and they have been en-
tertained, enlightened, and educated by the
programming provided by WPET.

The station has had a rich and colorful his-
tory. The first owner was Mr. Wayne Nelson.
Between 1957 and 1959, WPET was owned
by Mr. Bill Mitchell and Mr. Bob Montgomery.
In 1959, Beattie Broadcasting Group owned
and operated the radio station. From 1967
until 1984, Mido Communications owned
WPET. Mr. Tom Armshaw was the co-owner,
vice president, and general manager of
WPET. It was Tom Armshaw who changed
the station programming to an all-Southern
Gospel format, which has endured for the last
40 years. In 1984, WPET-AM and its sister
station WRQK-FM were purchased by A.H.
Robins Company. From 1987 until 2002,
WPET was owned by Bahakel Communica-
tions and from 2002 until the present, WPET
has been owned by Entercom Communica-
tions.

Consistent quality has been a hallmark of
WPET throughout its history. This year, the
current program director, Mr. Dave Compton,
entered his 30th year of service to the lis-
teners of WPET. The on-air team at WPET
feels like family to its many loyal and faithful
listeners. In additon to Dave Compton,
WPET's many fans enjoy listening to Jan
Harkey (also known as Miss Dusty), Andy
Johnson, Jimmy Fulmer, Larry Dunlap with
morning sports, and Paul Heil, the host of
Gospel Greats.

In addition to broadcasting the Gospel in
both word and song, WPET presents local
news and weather, provides community infor-
mation and airs sports programming such as
Greensboro Grasshoppers baseball, the men’s
and women’s basketball teams at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Greensboro Spartans,
and the East Carolina University Pirates foot-
ball team. An example of how WPET serves
its listeners in many different ways will occur
on June 23 when the radio station sponsors a
free Health and Community Service Day in
Greensboro. The event will provide free blood
pressure, cholesterol and glucose screenings,
along with food, games and entertainment for
all who attend.

In the spirit of full disclosure, | must admit
to some personal bias in our office when it
comes to our affection for WPET. My Chief of
Staff Ed McDonald is an alumnus of the radio
station, having served as a news reporter for
WPET from 1981 until 1984 when | hired him
away from the station. In addition, many folks
call me an “AM radio guy in an FM world,”
and | plead guilty to that charge. So personally
and professionally, we can say that we are big
fans of WPET.

Allow me to quote Dave Compton, the sta-
tion’s program director, who accurately cap-
tured the essence of what makes WPET spe-
cial. “With a Southern Gospel format,” Dave
Compton stated, “WPET airs the Good News
of our Lord, embracing Christian values with
local churches and the church community of
the Piedmont, and being that comforting voice
with the Good News of the Gospel, offering
hope and solace in a sometimes troubled
world.”

| could not have said it any better, Madam
Speaker. | will simply add that, on behalf of
the citizens of the Sixth District of North Caro-
lina, we thank, the owners and staff of WPET—
AM 950 for providing the Piedmont with quality
Southern Gospel radio.

June 15, 2007
AMERICAN COLLEGE AND UNIVER-

SITY PRESIDENTS  CLIMATE
COMMITMENT
HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to highlight some encouraging and im-
portant activity at America’s colleges and uni-
versities. This morning | attended a kick-off
event celebrating the decision by 284 univer-
sities and colleges from across the Nation to
sign the American College and University
Presidents Climate Commitment.

Let me say that | am pleased to see that
this group is led by President Michael Crow of
Arizona State University, which is in my home-
town of Tempe. ASU and the other 283 col-
leges and universities have made a commit-
ment to move their respective campuses to-
ward meeting a long-term goal of climate neu-
trality.

| applaud their commitment to lead the
country by example. Sustainable energy is an
issue that affects our environment, our econ-
omy and our national security, and we cannot
leave this problem for future generations of
Americans to solve.

These universities and colleges are taking
proactive steps to solve the problem of global
warming. They are implementing solutions on
campus, educating students and future gen-
erations, and generating the research for how
we can solve the growing climate change cri-
sis.

By making this climate commitment, these
colleges and universities have made a bold
declaration that America’s higher education in-
stitutions are ready and able to take on the
challenge of global warming and are com-
mitted to concrete action.

| am particularly proud of the steps ASU has
taken to address climate change. ASU has al-
ready established the Global Institute of Sus-
tainability and the School of Sustainability.
This is a significant accomplishment of which
the entire State of Arizona is proud.

| congratulate these universities for their
leadership and vision and wish them success
in this endeavor.

TRIBUTE TO JOSIAH HOLLOPETER

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
on a day when the House of Representatives
has passed legislation providing for the health
and well-being of our veterans, it is with a
heavy heart | honor a brave man who will not
be returning home. Specialist Josiah
Hollopeter, of Valentine, NE, was shot and
killed by small arms fire while on dismounted
patrol in Normandy, Irag, on June 14.

My thoughts and prayers are with Josiah’s
family—his parents and his wife—today. Jo-
siah represented the best of what it means to
be a Nebraskan. His service and sacrifice for
our country will long be remembered.

Again, | ask my colleagues to remember the
Hollopeter family during this time of grieving.
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And to remember Josiah’s comrades in arms
who are still in harm’s way.

A TRIBUTE TO HARLON BRANDON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Harlon Brandon. Harlon is an
award winning footwear designer with a
penchant for giving back to his community. He
is a native New Yorker, who attended New
York's School of Visual Arts earning a Fine
Arts degree. Upon graduation in the early 80s,
he decided to pursue a career in advertising.

Harlon Brandon began his career as an Art
Director with Foote, Cone & Belding, focusing
on fashion and beauty accounts. He continued
his advertising career at Lockhart & Pettus, as
an Executive Director and Art Director. While
at Lockhart & Pettus he received the CEBA
award for “Advertising and Communications to
the African-American Community.”

Harlon Brandon later took a shoe design
course. He was encouraged by his professor
to enter a footwear design competition where
he took home the top prize for Women’s Shoe
Design. Following that, he spent years design-
ing shoes throughout the world for well-known
designers Tommy Hilfiger, Christian Dior and
Puma. After many years of designing for oth-
ers he stepped out on his own and launched
his footwear line, Harlon Brandon Footwear.

Harlon Brandon received the “Innovator
Award” by the Black Retailers Action Group in
2004. He was featured on CBS News in a
segment about small business success stories
and more recently, he was nominated for the
Black Enterprise “Emerging Company of the
Year Award”.

Harlon Brandon is not only recognized for
his achievements in design, but for his enu-
merable contributions to the youth in his com-
munity. He was featured on WPIX-TV for his
tireless community work and his unwavering
commitment to mentoring urban high school
students.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Mr. Harlon Brandon is a shining example of
where hard work and perseverance can lead.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to a man who encour-
ages our youth in putting their best foot for-
ward.

———

DEPORTATION CASE OF MR.
SAMEH KHOUZAM

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, | am deeply
concerned about the upcoming possible de-
portation of Mr. Sameh Khouzam, an Egyptian
man who is currently detained in York, Penn-
sylvania. The Second Circuit Court granted a
stay of deportation to Egypt based on a find-
ing that it was “more likely than not” that he
would be tortured upon return. Reportedly, the
U.S. Government received assurances from
the Egyptian Government that Mr. Khouzam
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would not be tortured were he to be returned
to Egypt. | am deeply disturbed that the U.S.
Government appears to have taken this assur-
ance at face value in light of the extensive evi-
dence of torture against Egyptian citizens, par-
ticularly against religious minorities.

Mr. Khouzam fled Egypt in 1998, due to
pressure from the Egyptian government to
forcibly change his religion. Reports suggest
that he, and other family members, were de-
tained and imprisoned by the government dur-
ing these reported attempts at forcible conver-
sion. Mr. Khouzam then fled the country fear-
ing for his life. During the flight to the United
States, Egyptian officials notified U.S. officials
that Mr. Khouzam was wanted for murder.
When he landed in the U.S., authorities no-
ticed that he was injured (due to Egyptian se-
curity officials’ actions) and placed him in the
hospital. After his release from the hospital, he
was imprisoned in the U.S. due to Egyptian
government requests, despite the absence of
credible evidence and the lack of autopsy re-
ports substantiating the “murder” charges. Mr.
Khouzam was imprisoned in the U.S. for 8
years, until he was granted parole based on a
Second Circuit Court decision that were he to
be deported he would most certainly face tor-
ture at the hands of the Egyptian Government.

By all accounts, Mr. Khouzam is an up-
standing, contributing member of the commu-
nities in which he works, lives, and worships
in Pennsylvania. It came as a great surprise to
everyone when Mr. Khouzam, following in-
structions, voluntarily reported to immigration
authorities to check in with them on Tuesday,
May 29, 2007, but was then detained, impris-
oned, and informed that the Egyptian Govern-
ment provided “assurances” that he would not
be tortured, therefore, he would be deported
on Friday, June 1, 2007. Mr. Khouzam’s law-
yers requested an extension of the stay of de-
portation; the request was granted for an ex-
tension until Thursday, June 7, 2007 and ex-
tended again until Monday, June 18, 2007.

It is deeply disturbing that the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and Department of Homeland
Security would, in the face of all evidence to
the contrary, accept at face value a promise
from the Egyptian Government. Over the
years, a number of Members of Congress
have personally worked on numerous cases in
Egypt in which the government has used tor-
ture against its own citizens. The most recent
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
issued by the U.S. Department of State detail
that that there were “numerous, credible re-
ports that security forces tortured and mis-
treated prisoners and detainees,” that security
forces “employ torture to extract information or
force confessions,” and that “human rights
monitors believe the use of torture by police
[is] widespread.” Further, the Country Reports
describe the torture methods used by Egyptian
security officials, “Principal methods of torture
reportedly employed by the police and the
SSIS included stripping and blindfolding vic-
tims; suspending victims from a ceiling or
doorframe with feet just touching the floor;
beating victims with fists, whips, metal rods, or
other objects; using electrical shocks; and
dousing victims with cold water. Victims fre-
quently reported being subjected to threats
and forced to sign blank papers for use
against themselves or their families should
they in the future lodge complaints about the
torture. Some victims, including male and fe-
male detainees and children, reported sexual
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assaults or threats of rape against themselves
or family members.” Even further, the Report
states that “Security forces continued to mis-
treat and torture prisoners, arbitrarily arrest
and detain persons, hold detainees in pro-
longed pretrial detention, and engage in mass
arrests.”

Further, the State Department, as have nu-
merous human rights organizations, has docu-
mented persecution by the government of
Egypt against Coptic Christians. All this evi-
dence and the clear patterns of the use of tor-
ture as well as persecution against religious
minorities indicate that the “assurances” of the
Egyptian Government on these matters are
not reliable.

Madam Speaker, in two recent news pro-
grams on an Australian television station,
former Central Intelligence official Bob Baer
made it clear that the U.S. Government knows
of the widespread torture in Egypt, and, in
fact, considers that knowledge in decisions to
send individuals to Egypt. When asked if ther
was any doubt someone would be tortured if
he were returned to Egypt, Mr. Baer an-
swered, “Oh absolutely no doubt at all . . . [if
you] send them to Egypt it might as well, it's
tantamount to condemning them to death.” In
another part of the program, Mr. Baer stated,
regarding sending people overseas, “If you
never want to hear from them again, send
them to Egypt. That's pretty much the rule.”
When again asked, “When someone’s ren-
dered to Egypt, is there any doubt that they’re
going to be tortured?” Mr. Baer said, “Oh ab-
solutely no doubt at all.”

Yet, the U.S. Government is willing to ac-
cept the “diplomatic assurances” of the Egyp-
tian Government that Mr. Sameh Khouzam,
who has already been tortured by the Egyp-
tians, will not be tortured if he were to be de-
ported. Our country was founded upon due
process, not sending individuals to countries
where the likelihood of their being tortured is
extremely high, diplomatic assurances to the
contrary.

On June 1, 2007, in the Government’s Re-
sponse to the Petition for Writ of Habeas Cor-
pus and Opposition to Petitioner's Motion for
Stay of Removal, the U.S. Government told
the Court that “substantial embarrassment
could result in the diplomatic community” if the
Court were to find that Mr. Khouzam would
likely be tortured despite assurances from high
level Egyptian officials. Since when have we
based our foreign and domestic policy on con-
cerns about being embarrassed?

We know the Egyptian government tortures
people. What does the U.S. Government want
from Egypt in exchange for deporting a Coptic
Christian who is reportedly innocent of any
charges against him?

Madam Speaker, if Mr. Khouzam is sent
back to Egypt, this Administration will bear ulti-
mate responsibility for anything that happens
to him.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM FEENEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 448, 449, and 450 | would like to express
my regret for missing votes on the House
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Floor on Monday, June 11, 2007. My flight,
which would have gotten me in town before
votes, was delayed 3 hours. | did not get in
until 9 pm.

Votes: H.R. 2356—the resolution acknowl-
edging Father's Day; S. 676—Inter-American
Foundation Board; H. Res. 418—recognizing
and welcoming the delegation of Presidents,
Prime Ministers, and Foreign Ministers from
the Caribbean. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CANUSA GAMES

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Flint, Michigan and Hamilton, On-
tario for 50 years collaborating on the
CANUSA Games. The 50th anniversary will be
celebrated at a gala community celebration on
June 21st in my hometown of Flint.

The CANUSA Games were born in 1957
when Frank Manley and Charles Stewart Mott
contacted the Amateur Athletic Union about
further competitions for the Flint Olympian win-
ners. The United States Amateur Athletic
Union discussed the request with the Cana-
dian Amateur Athletic Union and it was de-
cided to organize a competition between the
athletes of Flint and Hamilton, Ontario. That
first year, 200 athletes participated in the
Games. It was a great success and the tradi-
tion of the CANUSA Games began.

Since that beginning the CANUSA Games
has grown into an annual event. This year
about 1,000 athletes will compete. It is the
model for similar athletic events between cities
in the United States and Canada. The hall-
mark of the Games is a spirit of goodwill and
friendly competition. The creed for the Games
is:

“We swear that we will take part in the
CANUSA Games in fair competition,

respecting the regulations which govern
them

and with the desire to participate in the true
spirit of sportsmanship,

for the glory of sports and for the honor of
our country.”

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating all the
athletes, coaches, coordinators, and volun-
teers in Hamilton, Ontario and Flint, Michigan
for 50 years of dedication to promoting friend-
ship and harmony between our two nations
through the spirit of athletic competition.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR.
ARLEE GRIFFIN, JR.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Reverend Dr. Arlee Giriffin, Jr.
Reverend Giriffin is a native of Elizabeth City
North Carolina. An honor graduate of North-
eastern High School, Reverend Giriffin earned
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a bachelor of arts degree in Zoology from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
later earned a master’s of Divinity degree from
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Reverend Giriffin has also studied at East
Carolina University, New York University, the
Postgraduate Center for Mental Health in New
York City, and abroad at Oxford University in
England. He graduated from Boston University
with a doctorate of Ministry. In April, 1992,
Shaw Divinity School awarded him an hon-
orary doctorate of Divinity.

Reverend Griffin served as pastor of Cor-
nerstone Missionary Baptist Church in Green-
ville, North Carolina for nearly 10 years. Dur-
ing his tenure, the church experienced unprec-
edented growth and many new ministries were
established, including the Cornerstone Chris-
tian Child Care Center. The church later relo-
cated, and in 1996, a new $1 million facility
was built.

Reverend Griffin served in several positions
of leadership in both community and religious
organizations in North Carolina. Among them:
president of the Pitt County Black Ministerial
Alliance; moderator and vice-moderator of the
Old Eastern Missionary Baptist Association;
parliamentarian of the General Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina; trustee of Pitt
County Memorial Hospital; and campus min-
ister at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

Reverend Griffin became the senior pastor
of Brooklyn’s Berean Baptist Church in 1989.
Under his leadership, the Community Service
Center has been revitalized, now offering a full
range of social services including emergency
food distribution, meals to the homeless and
needy, Alcoholics and Narcotics Anonymous
groups, employment counseling, training pro-
grams and senior citizens’ programs. In 1996,
the church completed Berean Gardens, a $7
million senior citizens’ housing complex. More
recently, the church broke ground on a com-
munity and family life center, a 4-story building
which includes a primary healthcare center, a
full scale gymnasium and a fithess and
wellness center.

Reverend Griffin has done missionary work
in Senegal, Gambia, West Africa and South
Africa and was a delegate to the First African
and African-American Summit at the Ivory
Coast in 1991. He was selected to be an offi-
cial international election observer in the first
free South African election in April of 1994. Dr.
Griffin has also been an associate professor of
church administration at the New York Theo-
logical Seminary.

Reverend Giriffin is married to Mrs. Angela
Farr Griffin of Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
They have two daughters: Angel Arlecia and
Ariel Arlyce.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Reverend Dr. Arlee Giriffin, Jr. for his many
works and his tremendous contribution to his
congregants and the community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this wonderful man
and his tireless commitment to others.

TRIBUTE TO MARY MCALENEY
HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a woman from my home
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State of Maine who truly embodies the spirit of
public service. Mary McAleney is a friend, a
trusted advisor, an accomplished professional,
and a wonderful person who has devoted her
career to serving the people of Maine. Today,
| congratulate her on a distinguished career
and her upcoming retirement.

A native of Maine, Mary grew up in
Vanceboro and attended St. Joseph’s Acad-
emy in Portland. She is a graduate of
Merrimack College in North Andover, Massa-
chusetts. After teaching at Catherine McAuley
High School in Portland, she worked in the
Maine legislature and as a field organizer for
the Maine State Employees Association.

Mary went on to serve for many years as
Chief of Staff to Senator George Mitchell.
While | was in the Maine Legislature, we had
many opportunities to work together, and it
was clear to me that she always had the best
interests of Maine in mind. She was constantly
looking for ways for the Federal Government
to help Maine’s people and businesses. But
the way she went about it was important too—
she always worked across the aisle to get
things done for Maine. She set high standards
for all who worked around her and served as
a mentor to staffers, many of whom went on
to serve Congressman John Baldacci or who
now work on my staff. In this way, her legacy
of professionalism, boundless energy, and
commitment to public service continues to be
felt in Congress.

Most recently, Mary served as Maine’s
Small Business Administration District Direc-
tor. In that capacity, she strongly advocated
for our State’s entrepreneurs and always went
the extra mile to support innovative small busi-
ness development. Whether it was taking the
lead on helping businesses affected by mill
closures or simply providing first-rate customer
service, Mary’s devotion to serving our State’s
small business community was second to
none. She cares about people and | could see
that she enjoyed helping them realize their
dreams.

Mary’s commitment to making Maine a bet-
ter place is an inspiration to all of us who con-
tinue to serve in public office. Her warmth and
generous spirit are a joy to all who know her.
| wish Mary the very best in her retirement:
she represents the best of Maine.

————

HONORING REVEREND DR.
SAMUEL SIMPSON

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Reverend Dr.
Samuel Simpson, pastor of the Bronx Baptist
and Wake Eden community Baptist Churches
in the Bronx was born in Jamaica W.I. He re-
located to the United States in the early six-
ties. He and his wife Lola Campbell have
three children and five grandchildren. He is
well known in the Bronx and the West Indian
communities throughout the State and beyond.

In addition to leading the Bronx and Wake
Eden congregations, Reverend Simpson has
been instrumental in starting the Honeywell
Baptist Chapel, and a newer mission in the
Spring Valley area. Grace Baptist Chapel in
the northern section of the Bronx is an off/
shoot of Bronx Baptist Church. Reverend
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Simpson also communicates his strong belief
in helping people via the media, and writes a
weekly column for the Carib News. Periodi-
cally he is heard on Family Radio and has
been the subject of three books: “What God
did for Me,” “Sam Simpson, Architect of
Hope,” and his most recent “To Dream the
Impossible Dream.”

He serves in many capacities in the Baptist
denomination. Among his leadership roles has
been president—Baptist Convention of New
York for two terms, and moderator—Metropoli-
tan New York Baptist Association. Other areas
of service were: president and board chairman
of Protestant Council of Churches of New
York, president, Bronx division of Council of
Churches, chairman of the board and presi-
dent, Bronx Shepherds Restoration, and board
member, Northeastern Bible College. Rev-
erend Dr. Simpson is a true man of God and
a firm believer in serving the total person. He
has worked tirelessly for his community both
within and outside the Bronx seeking to im-
prove the temporal and spiritual aspects of his
congregation and his community.

We are a stronger, better community for his
work.

——————

HONORING MITCHELL IGNERI AND
STEPHEN CLARKE OF SS. CYRIL
AND METHODIUS SCHOOL 1IN
DEER PARK, NY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mitchell Igneri and Stephen Clarke of
SS. Cyril and Methodius School in Deer Park,
NY

Mitchell Igneri and Stephen Clarke are the
second prize winners in C-SPAN'’s
“StudentCam” contest. “StudentCam” is a
video documentary contest which invites mid-
dle and high school students to produce a
video exploring a current political topic using
C—-SPAN programming. Igneri and Clarke won
for their video “War in Iraq: The Current Con-
troversy.”

The war in Iraq is a tough issue for young
Americans to grapple with today, and | would
like to acknowledge these students for their
excellence and creativity in exploring the polit-
ical realm which surrounds our current situa-
tion in Iraq. | am proud to have been inter-
viewed for this award-winning production.

| congratulate these two students on their
achievement and thank them for their contribu-
tion to our understanding of the war in Irag.

———

COMMENDING RILEY B. KING,
ALSO KNOWN AS BB KING, FOR
HIS RENOWNED ACHIEVEMENTS
AND LASTING INFLUENCE ON
THE MUSIC INDUSTRY

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Riley B. King’s, also known
as BB King, accomplished career and influen-
tial musical legacy.
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Riley B. King has been acknowledged as
the “King of the Blues” worldwide. BB King
and Charles Evers founded the Medgar Evers
Homecoming in Mississippi to memorialize the
principles and ideals for which civil rights lead-
er Medger Evers died. He was appointed Mis-
sissippi’s World Ambassador of the Blues in
2003, and was named United States Ambas-
sador of Music to the World during the World’s
Fair in Lisbon, Portugal. Mr. King has received
honorary degrees from many universities in-
cluding Tougaloo College, Yale University,
Berklee College of Music, Rhodes College of
Memphis, Mississippi Valley State University,
and in May of 2007, Brown University.

BB King’'s accomplishments include multiple
Grammy awards, a Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, the Songwriters’ Hall of Fame
Lifetime Achievement Award, and a Presi-
dential Medal of the Arts, a National Heritage
Fellowship from the National Endowment for
the Arts, Kennedy Center Honors, the B'nai
Brith Humanitarian Award, and a 2006 Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom.

He, along with the BB King Blues Band, has
performed over 10,000 concerts in 90 coun-
tries, including frequent appearances at the
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival and
numerous other Louisiana venues, including
the Paragon Casino in Avoyelles Parish.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating the accomplishments of
Riley B. King. | acknowledge his invaluable
talent and significant contribution to not only
the State of Louisiana, but our Nation as well.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE VIL-
LAGE OF FOREST PARK, ILLI-
NOIS ON ITS 100TH YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY.

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, 100
years ago the village of Harlem changed its
name to Forest Park and since that time has
functioned as a municipal government in the
state of lllinois located in the western portion
of Cook county. The village of Forest Park has
had a very interesting origin and development.
For thousands of years the Potowatomi Indi-
ans and their ancestors lived in the area. They
buried their dead along the east bank of the
Des Plaines River in the area that is now
home of the Forest Home Cemetery. Des
Plaines Avenue is known to have been an In-
dian trail. It lies on top of an ancient sandbar
that was on the western edge of Lake Chi-
cago, now Lake Michigan. After lllinois entered
the Union, most of the land west of Chicago
was set aside for veterans of the war of 1812.
By 1835, the area was known as Oak Ridge
because of the many oak trees. In 1839, a
French and Indian trader, Leon Bourassa, re-
ceived a land grant from President Martin Van
Buren of 160 acres along the Des Plaines
River north of what is now Roosevelt Road.
By this time the Indians had been banished to
west of the Mississippi River, but one Indian
maiden remained to tend to the grave of her
ancestors. According to legend, she married
Leon and they settled here on land which is
now part of Forest Home Cemetery. The deed
for the government land Bourassa purchased
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was personally signed by President Martin
Van Buren and is now kept in the Forest Park
Library.

The railroad came in 1856, bringing workers
who established the first community settle-
ment. A German immigrant, Ferdinand Husse,
purchased land in 1851, mostly from Mr.
Bourassa, and built a home styled after the
manors of New Orleans that he had seen.
When he buried 3 members of his family near
the homestead, they became the first white
settlers to be interred here. When the Chicago
and Galena Union Railroad (now the North-
western), established a division where Des
Plaines Avenue now approaches the track in
1856, it marked the beginning of public trans-
portation in the area. Soon after the railroad
arrived, a nearby landowner, John Henry
Quick, gave part of the area a new name,
after his hometown in New York City (Harlem).
In the aftermath of the Chicago fire in 1871,
many refugees came to this area to build their
homes, and their community continued to
grow and develop.

The Altenheim German Old People’s Home
opened in 1885 and boasts the original vic-
torian building still in use. The building has
been popular with Hollywood and it has been
used as a location for three movies. In 1973,
20th century film “Harry and Fonte”. Art Car-
ney, the film star, won an Oscar for his per-
formance and in 1988, scenes were shot there
with Gene Hackman in the package. Finally, in
1995, the building was again used for exterior
shots for the movie “The Babe”, starring John
Goodman. In the Waldheim Cemetery now
merged with Forest Home, are buried Albert
Parsons, Adolph Spies, Adolph Fisher and
George Engel. These 4 men were executed
on November 11, 1887 for their alleged part in
the Haymaker Riot. Waldheim, the only Ceme-
tery that would accept the bodies, hosted over
15,000 persons who attended the funeral.
Governor John Peter Altgeld later exonerated
the men and pardoned 3 others sentenced to
life imprisonment. These 7 soon became mar-
tyrs in the eyes of the labor movement. Cere-
monies are now held at the gravesite each
year honoring the fallen labor heroes.

A sausage factory started in 1890 by Karl
Lau became the area’s first industry, the met-
ropolitan westside “El” began electrified rapid
transit service in 1895 and because it ran
through Garfield Park, it became known as the
Garfield Line.

In 1897, the installation of electric lighting
for “whomever desired this service”, was
available to those living or doing business on
Madison Street, and the telephone came in
1898. In 1898, Nicholas Shank built the very
tall multistory building known as the Castle (at
Harlem and Madison) which still stands. It was
said to be the tallest building between Chicago
and St. Louis. By 1904, Henry J. Mohr had
served 3 terms as president of Harlem. After
the village changed its name to Forest Park in
1907, he served 4 more terms from 1909
through 1912. The office of president was then
changed to mayor in 1916 and of course,
Mohr was elected to yet another 4 years. This
time it became an extended period of 6 years
because the election was not held at the prop-
er time. Thus Henry J. Mohr was the last
president and the first mayor of Forest Park,
serving a record 13 years as head of local
government. Of course Forest Park has con-
tinued to grow and develop into a city of great
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homes, schools, shopping centers, and rec-
reational outlets. It is home to the world re-
nowned Living Word Christian Center Com-
plex Mall under the leadership of Pastor Bill
Winston.

Madam Speaker, | take this opportunity to
congratulate mayor Anthony Calderone, trust-
ees, other village officials and all citizens on
the 100th anniversary of the village of Forest
Park, lllinois.

IN HONOR OF THE 2007 NBA
CHAMPION SAN ANTONIO SPURS

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, it's a
great pleasure to recognize our 2007 National
Basketball Association champions, the San
Antonio Spurs!

Last night, the Spurs closed out the series
by sweeping the Cleveland Cavaliers to win
their fourth NBA Championship in the last nine
years.

The Spurs again displayed their teamwork,
grit, and determination on basketball’s biggest
stage. The Spurs were led by the post pres-
ence of Tim Duncan, the innovation and
toughness of Manu Ginobili, the defensive
pressure of Bruce Bowen and the quickness
of Tony Parker.

By controlling the tempo and driving to the
basket at will, Tony Parker won his first NBA
Finals Most Valuable Player award. For the
series, Parker shot an amazing 57 percent
from the field and averaged 24.5 points.

Much deserved credit goes to Coach Gregg
Popovich. With four championships, Coach
Popovich has cemented his legacy as one of
the greatest basketball coaches of all time.

Congratulations go as well to the Spurs’
owners, Peter and Julianna Holt and to all the
Spurs’ supporters.

We congratulate the Spurs for their tremen-
dous play, their professionalism on and off the
court, and for bringing home yet another title
to the Alamo City.

————

IN MEMORY OF NORM MALENG

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to my dear friend, col-
league, and mentor, Norm Maleng, who
passed away on Thursday, May 24, at the age
of 68.

| stand here today in part because of
Norm’s influence, mentorship, and encourage-
ment in both my run for King County Sheriff
and the United States Congress.

As the King County Prosecutor and one of
the longest-serving elected officials in State
history, Norm served the county, State, and
our Nation with integrity and justice. In the
public eye, he will be remembered for his
prosecutions of high-profile crimes and his
contributions to much of the major crime legis-
lation passed during the 1980s.

One of the largest law offices in the state of
Washington, the King County Prosecutor’s Of-
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fice staff totals over 500 employees. Norm al-
ways wanted the best for each individual who
worked with him and for him.

As I've reflected on the many memories that
| shared with him, one particular moment
stuck out to me that I'll always remember. One
day | said, “Boy, | really have a challenge
today, Norm,” to which he responded “There
are no challenges, Dave, only opportunities.”

His philosophy was to approach each day
with optimism and a smile.

Through the impact he made upon the King
County community, the families who found jus-
tice through his dedication, and the lives that
he touched—his legacy will live on.

In his honor, | ask that the following article
be submitted into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:

[From the Seattle Times, June 14, 2007]
MALENG AND UW: A SPECIAL BOND
(By Roland Hjorth)

Norm Maleng graduated from the Univer-
sity of Washington Law School in 1966. He
was one of my first students and I felt a spe-
cial bond because we both grew up on farms
in rural communities. I think his commit-
ment to public service grew directly out of
his small-town roots.

The law school is proud of its graduates
who have led lives of public service. They
have included two of our nation’s most pow-
erful senators, a speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and members of the judiciary
who have risen to national prominence.

Norm Maleng was prominent in that com-
pany of leaders. He was a man of ambition
and a man of values. But when he had to
make hard decisions, values always trumped
ambition. He was a deeply religious man
whose religion was crucial in shaping his
life, but he was too respectful of the views of
others to be evangelical about it.

Norm had the gift of being grateful for the
things that molded his character, enhanced
his skills and helped him to enter the legal
profession. He was always grateful for the
early life that his parents gave him. He was
also grateful for his education at the UW
Law School, once telling me that the law
school was where he got his ‘“‘union card”
and he would never forget it; and, he never
did.

When I first became dean of the law school,
I asked Norm to serve on our advisory board
on strategic planning. He promptly became
one of its most active and effective members.
During our deliberations, he once said that
almost all students enter law school wanting
to do good and too often graduate wanting
only to do well. He admonished us that this
should never happen at the UW Law School.

Norm’s influence has had an impact on our
requirement that every student must fulfill
a public-service obligation before grad-
uating. He was happy to know that the most
thriving group in the law school is the Pub-
lic Interest Law Association, which raises
surprising amounts of money every year to
support summer public-service law intern-
ships for law students. Norm was thrilled
when the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
endowed one of the nation’s most significant
public-service scholarship programs at the
UW School of Law.

From his early leadership on the law
school advisory board, he went on to serve as
a trustee of the Washington Law School
Foundation for well over a decade. Norm be-
came president of the foundation and had
completed his term of office shortly before
his death. During that term, he led an effort
to solicit contributions to the law school
from law firms in this city and especially
from members of those firms who are grad-
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uates of the UW Law School. I like to think
he reminded many that this was where they
got their union card.

The Washington Law School Foundation
has established a Norm Maleng Fund. I share
the foundation’s earnest hope that sufficient
funds will be raised to establish a fitting me-
morial for one whose life has inspired so
many of our students and so many lawyers in
our community.

ENCOURAGING DISPLAY OF THE
FLAG ON FATHER’S DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 11, 2007

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, today | was very
pleased to help honor America’s fathers by
voting for H.R. 2356. This bill amends title 4
of the U.S. Code that governs how and when
it is appropriate to fly the flag of the United
States. | recently introduced similar legislation
in this Congress, and | am pleased to work
with other Members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle to move this idea forward.

Prior to 19283, flag etiquette was not estab-
lished in U.S. law. Handling of the flag was
done in accordance with traditions that traced
back to service procedures in the Army and
Navy. These procedures were codified during
the National Flag Conference in 1923. Con-
gress solidified these procedures in a joint res-
olution in 1942.

Contained within this code is a list of holi-
days on which it is especially appropriate to fly
the flag. Independence Day, Memorial Day
and Veterans’ Day are among the holidays
listed. Mother's Day is rightfully on the list of
recognized holidays. Unfortunately, Father’s
Day is not.

This idea was actually suggested to me by
Mr. Joe Beffer's 8th grade civics class at Roo-
sevelt Middle School in Coffeyville, Kansas.
The students had a six week assignment to
replicate the legislative process, complete with
elected Representatives, Senators, and a
President.

One young man noticed that our flag code
did not recognize Father's Day as a holiday on
which it is especially encouraged to fly our Na-
tion’s flag. He offered a bill to add Father's
Day to the honored holidays and it passed
their replica Congress. | was honored when
the class passed their idea to me. | am
pleased to be a part of this Congress’ efforts
to help honor the contributions America’s fa-
thers continue to make to our strong Nation.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR CHARLES
MITCHELL

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. CRAMER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a friend and North Alabama
community leader, former Muscle Shoals
Mayor Charles Mitchell.

Madam Speaker, some of our colleagues
may remember Charles Mitchell. Before his
election as Mayor, he served over fourteen
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years as an aide to Senator Howell Heflin. He
also worked for Senators Lister Hill, James
Allen, and Maryon Allen before joining Senator
Heflin’s staff in 1978.

In 1992, the City of Muscle Shoals, Ala-
bama reorganized its government into the cur-
rent mayor-council structure that it utilizes
today. Mayor Mitchell was elected as the city’s
first mayor.

During his two terms as Mayor, he worked
to change the face of the city through numer-
ous building campaigns, including a new high
school, a modern library, recreational facilities,
and a post office. He also successfully worked
to establish an early warning system and ad-
dress the city’s flooding problem.

Madam Speaker, Mayor Mitchell passed
away last Saturday. He is survived by his wife
Betty and daughters Leslie Ann and Carrie,
stepdaughters Kim, Shannon, and Laurel, as
well as five grandchildren and step-grand-
children.

Mayor Mitchell was a good friend, commu-
nity and civic leader that will be missed in both
Alabama and Washington. His willingness to
help others and dedication to his community is
an inspiration for all in North Alabama and
across the country to follow. | rise today to
celebrate his life and honor his achievements.

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. RUTH
ZISES

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
a heavy heart that | rise today to honor the
memory of Ruth Zises, a dear friend and role
model, who sadly succumbed to iliness earlier
this year.

Ruth was a unique woman whose presence
brightened the faces and warmed the hearts
of everyone she encountered. Ruth was a
deeply principled woman who wore her pas-
sions with profound pride. She was enor-
mously dedicated to her family and friends
and intensely devoted to her beliefs. Ruth
translated her convictions into action by found-
ing, together with her family, the Genesis Cen-
ter in Jerusalem, an academy devoted to en-
hancing the lives of young adults by incor-
porating Jewish scholarship with civic engage-
ment and political action. Ruth’s service and
support of countless other institutions, organi-
zations and charities made her a model of
generosity.

While Ruth’s attention to the needs of her
community was commendable, her family was
always the focal point of her life. Ruth’s devo-
tion to her husband Bernie, sons Selig, Sey-
mour and Jay, her nine grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren, inspired all who knew her.

Ruth’s life will be celebrated at the Annual
Reishit/Genesis Center Dinner on Tuesday,
June 19, 2007. In honor of her memory,
Reishit students who have completed their
study of the entire Mishnah will make a pres-
entation at the event.

Madam Speaker, words can not capture the
generosity of spirit and warmth that Ruth Zises
exuded. All that can be said is that she will be
terribly missed by the scores of people fortu-
nate enough to have had known her.

Madam Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues
to join me in recognizing and remembering the
exemplary life of Ruth Zises.
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RECOGNIZING A GREAT
MINNESOTA GAY RIGHTS LEADER

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, it is fitting
that the Twin Cities Pride Parade falls on the
same day that former Minnesota State Sen-
ator Allan Spear celebrates his 70th birthday.
For those unfamiliar with the legacy Allan cre-
ated in Minnesota, | want to take this moment
to recognize him, thank him, and extend my
wishes for a very happy birthday.

Allan served in the Minnesota State Senate
from 1972 to 2000. He is widely recognized as
not only the first openly gay legislator in Min-
nesota, but in the Nation, as well. Allan was
certainly in uncharted waters—this was long
before organizations like the Human Rights
Campaign (HRC) or the Victory Fund even ex-
isted. I've read accounts that Allan went public
because he felt “lousy” for staying silent about
his sexuality during an antidiscrimination bill
debate. His commitment to equal rights never
wavered and | think our new generation of
GLBT legislators and allies is a testament to
his courage and honesty.

In 1993, Allan was elected President of the
Senate—the same year he succeeded in guid-
ing the passage of Minnesota’s gay civil rights
law. During the debate on this legislation, sev-
eral senators described homosexuality as “a
choice, not a condition of birth.” Spear infa-
mously replied, “I'm 55 years old; it's not a
phase.” The amendment to Minnesota’s civil
rights law is an incredible achievement.

Although | did not have the opportunity to
work with Allan during my time in the Min-
nesota legislature, his accomplishments over
28 years in the State Senate certainly inspire
my own work on civil and human rights.

It is an honor for me to recognize Allan dur-
ing our month of celebrating the accomplish-
ments and contributions of the GLBT commu-
nity. Allan has made a real difference in the
quality of family life in Minnesota. Because of
his unwavering commitment, we have much to
celebrate, and more to be hopeful for! Thank
you, Allan.

————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
ON INTERNATIONAL UNITED NA-
TIONS PEACEKEEPING DAY

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation commemorating
the work of United Nations Peacekeepers by
recognizing May 29 as International United
Nations Peacekeeping Day.

Since 1945, our U.N. Peacekeepers have
aided in resolving a wide array of very com-
plex regional conflicts across the globe. In
many cases, these individuals have put them-
selves at great risk and indeed made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of a safer, more se-
cure global community. Since its inception, the
United Nations has undertaken 61 field mis-
sions and helped implement 172 peaceful set-
tlements. These missions have ended regional
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conflicts and enabled people in more than 45
countries to take part in free and fair elections.
More than 2,355 individuals from 113 nations,
including the United States, have given their
lives to this cause.

In the past 3 years alone, U.N. peace-
keeping has helped to initiate missions in Li-
beria, Cote d’'lvoire, Haiti, Burundi, Sudan, and
East Timor, and bolstered the missions in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Leb-
anon. These missions often come with difficult
and complex mandates such as containing or
preventing the outbreak of conflict and its spill-
over across borders or helping implement
peace agreements. In 2005 alone, U.N.
peacekeepers supported elections in five post-
conflict countries, including Afghanistan, Bu-
rundi, Iraq, Liberia, and the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. Through these efforts,
over 56 million people were allowed to cast
votes.

Currently, the U.N. Department of Peace-
keeping Operations has more than 100,000
troops and personnel deployed in 18 peace-
keeping missions and 13 political missions
worldwide, all with an annual budget of $6 bil-
lion. This U.N. peacekeeping force has grown
five-fold over the last 10 years, reflecting not
only the broad international support for U.N.
peacekeeping, but also the U.S. support for
new and expanded peacekeeping missions.

In 2005, the Human Security Report, a
major international study funded in part by the
Rockefeller Foundation, judged that, perhaps
contrary to popular belief, civil strife has plum-
meted 80 percent worldwide since the early
90s. It attributed that decline to the rise in
international activism, in particular the in-
crease in support for and deployment of U.N.
peacekeeping missions and their growing
complexity.

The U.S. Office of Management and Budget
recently granted all U.S. contributions made to
international peacekeeping activities three-
stars, its highest rating. This distinction is re-
served for expenditures that ‘“set ambitious
goals, achieve results, are well-managed, and
improve efficiency.”

Madam Speaker, | take this opportunity to
commend the work and courage of our U.N.
peacekeepers around the globe and the
logistical guidance provided by the U.N. De-
partment of Peacekeeping Operations. | hope
you will join me in supporting this resolution
drawing attention to these brave men and
women and in honoring those who have sac-
rificed their lives in the name of international
peace.

————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2008

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 14, 2007

Mr. HARE. Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong
opposition to the amendment offered by the
Gentleman from Kentucky that would strip crit-
ical Davis-Bacon protections from H.R. 2638,
the fiscal year 2008 Department of Homeland
Security Appropriations Act.

The goal of the Davis-Bacon Act is to pro-
tect local construction wage standards by pre-
venting contractors from bidding for federally
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funded contracts on the basis of wages lower
than those prevailing in the area.

Davis-Bacon applies to procurement of con-
struction services by Federal agencies; how-
ever, it does not automatically apply to con-
struction projects financed in whole or in part
by federal grants and other forms of federal fi-
nancial assistance to states and localities.

Section 536 has therefore been included in
H.R. 2638 in order to assure the consistent
application of Davis-Bacon prevailing wage
standards to construction projects funded with
federal assistance.

Contrary to arguments we have heard this
morning, numerous recent academic studies
demonstrate that the application of Davis-
Bacon prevailing wage standards to construc-
tion projects does not substantially increase
the cost of public works projects.

Additionally, claims that the application of
Davis-Bacon prevailing wage standards to re-
cipients of DHS grants violates states’ rights
raise a legal argument that was resolved 70
years ago when the Supreme Court held that
federal statutes which offer financial assist-
ance subject to acceptance of federal stand-
ards do not invade state sovereignty. The stat-
ute simply extends the right for states and lo-
calities to accept or reject the opportunity to
obtain DHS grants and other federal financial
assistance to help meet security and recovery
needs.

By guaranteeing payment of the prevailing
local wage rate, Davis-Bacon provides a better
standard of living and economic security for
workers, particularly in rural communities and
small towns like those in my Congressional
district. It is crucial that these protections re-
main in H.R. 2638. Accordingly, | urge my col-
leagues to reject the Rogers Amendment.

——————

TO HONOR MARTHA ANN CASE
JARVIS

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to an outstanding citizen, Mrs.
Martha Case Jarvis. Mrs. Jarvis was not a pio-
neer in the field of medicine, but she certainly
found innovative ways of caring for the med-
ical needs of her six children. Her field of ex-
pertise was not in the world of business, al-
though she taught her children the importance
of hard work. Mrs. Jarvis worked two jobs her
entire life. She was an exceptional home-
maker, and she worked tirelessly in the fields
until her health no longer permitted. Between
these two occupations, she instilled in her chil-
dren integrity, honesty, diligence, faith, persist-
ence, and the ability to see that hard work
yields great rewards.

Mrs. Jarvis was born on June 14, 1917 to
the late Joseph and Emily Case in the back-
woods of Powells Point, North Carolina. She
was the fifth of eight children and is now the
sole survivor. Joseph Case was a Surfman in
the United States Lifesaving Service, while
Emily was the homemaker.

Madam Speaker, Mrs. Jarvis met, fell in
love, and married Columbus Jarvis in 1934.
This union produced six outstanding children:
Norma Shirley of Barco, N.C.; Patricia Ann of
Wappingers Falls, N.Y.; Ardella J. of Moyock,
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N.C.; Lenora J. of Elizabeth City, N.C.; William
of Camp Springs, Md.; and Leonard of Free-
port, N.Y. Norma, now retired, worked as a
nurses’ aid and was a homemaker like her
mother. Patricia Ann, now retired, was a
school teacher. Ardella, now retired, was a
teacher’s assistant. Lenora is currently serving
as President, CEO, and Co-Founder of the
River City Community Development Corpora-
tion. William 11l retired from the Air Force and
is currently employed with the Army and Air
Force Exchange System. Leonard is an Inde-
pendent Insurance Account Executive and the
assistant pastor of the Berean Baptist Church
in Brooklyn, New York. Martha Case Jarvis is
the proud grandmother of fourteen and great-
grandmother of seven children.

June 14th marks Mrs. Jarvis’ 90th birthday.
She has seen many significant historical
events over the past 90 years, including six
wars, more presidents than she can remem-
ber, and several heartbreaking national disas-
ters. During her life Mrs. Jarvis has faced a
countless number of personal trials, but she
never faltered. She knew she had a family to
raise and a home to run, and she did both
with a lot of elbow grease, tenacity, and ten-
der loving care.

Outside of her home, Mrs. Jarvis was very
active in her church and community. She was
a devoted member of the Eastern Stars. She
was also one of the first African-Americans to
qualify to register and vote in Currituck Coun-
ty.
While Martha Case Jarvis did not set the
world on fire with inventions or miraculous
medical cures, she has certainly made a dif-
ference to the hundreds of people she
touched along the way. Her children are eter-
nally grateful for her guidance and devotion,
and they are honored to follow in her foot-
steps. | ask my colleagues to join me in pay-
ing tribute to this outstanding citizen.

—————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES F.
KING, JR.

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an exceptional officer of
the United States Army, Colonel James F.
King, Jr., upon his retirement after more than
20 years of distinguished service to our Na-
tion.

| came to know Colonel Jim King in 2001
when he was selected as an Army Congres-
sional Fellow, and became my Military Legisla-
tive Assistant during the historic year following
the tragic events of September 11th. Our Na-
tion was still recovering from the attacks, and
we were thrust into the war against terror in
Afghanistan. Jim handled all my National De-
fense matters during this very challenging time
in our Nation’s history, and he did an out-
standing job.

Prior to becoming a Congressional Fellow,
Colonel King had a long and distinguished ca-
reer in the Army. After graduating from Geor-
gia State University in 1985, he attended the
United States Army Officer Candidate School
at Fort Benning, Georgia and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant. After his initial
assignment as a Second Lieutenant, he was
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selected to attend Flight School at Fort
Rucker, Alabama, and was the Honor Grad-
uate of his class.

Following flight school in 1988, Colonel King
served in many command and staff positions
worldwide. He served in Korea where he flew
helicopter missions in and out of the DMZ.
Later he served in Germany where he flew
aerial reconnaissance missions along the
former East German border, and directly con-
tributed to our Nation’s Cold War victory. Upon
return from Germany, Colonel King served at
Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, Georgia
and supported Operation Uphold Democracy
in Haiti, and flew reconnaissance missions
against Cuba.

In 1995 Colonel King was assigned to the
Army’s Operational Support Airlift Command
where he served in numerous leadership posi-
tions coordinating operations and training for
over 80 subordinate units throughout the
globe, and orchestrating uninterrupted airlift
support for Theater Commanders in Saudi
Arabia and Bosnia. He was then selected for
C—20 Gulfstream jet training in Savannah,
Georgia, before taking Command of the
Army’s elite jet detachment in Hawaii. While in
command, Colonel King successfully managed
a complex split-based operation, providing Hu-
manitarian support in East Timor, while simul-
taneously providing worldwide airlift support to
senior military and civilian leaders throughout
Pacific Command (PACOM).

Following his command in the Pacific, Colo-
nel King returned to Washington where he
served as an aviation staff officer, and helped
develop the Army’s fixed-wing doctrine and fu-
ture cargo airplane requirements. Colonel King
was then selected for the Army Congressional
Fellowship Program where he served as my
Military Legislative Assistant. Following his
Fellowship, Colonel King served as the Deputy
Chief of Legislative Liaison at National Guard
Bureau, and then as Deputy Chief for Reserve
Affairs at Army Congressional Liaison in the
Pentagon.

During his time as a Congressional Legisla-
tive Liaison, Colonel King provided out-
standing leadership, advice, and sound profes-
sional judgment on numerous critical issues of
enduring importance to both the Army and the
Congress. Jim’s counsel and support were in-
valuable to Army leaders and Members of
Congress as they considered the impact of
their decisions on these important issues, and
it is my privilege to recognize his many con-
tributions. | commend his superb service to
the United States Army and our great Nation.

On behalf of Congress and the United
States of America, | thank Colonel Jim King,
his wife Cindy, and his entire family for the
commitment, sacrifices, and contributions that
they have made throughout his honorable mili-
tary service. | congratulate Colonel Jim King
on completing an exceptional and extremely
successful military career, and wish him bless-
ings and success in all his future endeavors.

WE NEED IMMIGRATION REFORM

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 15, 2007

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in order to express my congratulations
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to the bipartisan coalition of Senators that suc-
ceeded in reviving their efforts to pass a com-
prehensive immigration reform package this
year.

| applaud the decision made by my col-
leagues in the other Chamber to bring their bill
back to the floor for debate. There will be an
opportunity for amendments, from both sides
of the aisle, in order to craft a final version of
this legislation.

It is also time for the House to get an immi-
gration reform package to the floor so that the
President will get a bill to his desk soon.

In southern Arizona, immigration reform is
not just a political debate. Funding that this bill
promises will go directly to the front lines, to
places like Douglas, Elfrida, Bisbee, Tubac,
and Naco. Passing comprehensive immigra-
tion reform will ensure that in Arizona and
elsewhere along the border our communities
will have the resources available to secure our
border and relieve communities from the bur-
den of illegal immigration.

My district knows first hand what happens
when people in Washington turn their heads
away from the issue of illegal immigration. |
urge all of us to keep working toward legisla-
tion that will create a comprehensive immigra-
tion policy.

We must work alongside our colleagues in
the Senate to craft a solution that is in the
best interest for all Americans.

———————

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SGT.
MATTHEW KUGLICS

HON. RALPH REGULA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a hero from my district, Staff
Sgt. Matthew Kuglics. Matthew was one of two
airmen who died in Kirkuk, Irag when their ve-
hicle was hit by a roadside bomb. He had just
celebrated his 25th birthday. | ask the House
of Representatives to honor this courageous
young man who died in service to his country.
Matthew grew up in North Canton and grad-
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uated from Green High School where he
played soccer. His family, friends and loved
ones fondly recall his sense of humor and
contagious smile. After graduation he joined
the Air Force and was stationed at Lackland
Air Force Base and was on his second tour of
Irag as an agent within the Air Force Office of
Special Investigations.

| would like to extend my deepest sympathy
to his mother and father, Donna and Les
Kuglics, his sister Emily and all of his family
and friends who mourn the loss of this incred-
ible young man. The day they had to say fare-
well to Matthew was probably the hardest day
the family has faced and my thoughts and
prayers go out to them. Matthew was laid to
rest on Wednesday, June 13, 2007. | thank
Matthew for the sacrifice he made by answer-
ing the call to fight for our freedom and secu-
rity.

—————

HONORING TOM JURICH, 2007 ATH-
LETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2007

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the National Athletic Di-
rector of the Year, Tom Jurich. While it has
taken 10 years at the helm of the Cardinal
athletics program for him to be honored as the
nation’s finest AD, in my hometown of Louis-
ville, this has been a well-known fact almost
from the start.

When Tom Jurich first arrived on the Univer-
sity of Louisville campus in 1997, he took con-
trol of a program with little to brag about off
the hardwood. Today, the Cardinal baseball
team will play in the college world series—an
amazing achievement for a club that had
never played a single post season game prior
to Jurich’s arrival. Today’s appearance makes
UofL one of just two schools to have played
in the Final Four, a BCS bowl, and the Final
Four in the last 3 years.

While these accomplishments are astound-
ing, they are the norm for a leader who regu-
larly achieves the impossible.
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Leading a top 10 track program just a few
years after the team, in Jurich’s words,
couldn’t “have finished third in its own intra-
mural meet before.” Impossible.

Winning the Orange Bowl a decade after
the team failed to win a second game. Impos-
sible.

Enticing Rick Pitino to town just 4 years
after his historic run at UK. Incredibly impos-
sible.

But, with Tom Jurich, nothing is impossible
in Louisville.

This year he fielded new teams in four
sports, sent nine teams to NCAA tournaments,
and UofL—once a school that struggled to
comply with Title IX regulations—now exceeds
those regulations.

For all the awards, all the accolades, and all
the accomplishments, however, Tom Jurich’s
greatest calling card is his consistent recogni-
tion that he is dealing not just with athletes,
but with student athletes. Half of his student
athletes receive at least a B average.

His commitment to the whole University has
consistently been displayed though his dy-
namic partnership with President James
Ramsey. Their leadership has helped trans-
form the campus’s landscape and level of
pride, facilitating UofL’s shift from a largely
commuter school to a top notch higher-learn-
ing institution capable of attracting the bright-
est students in the nation and around the
globe. With the openings of Papa John’s Car-
dinal Stadium, Jim Patterson Field, Cardinal
Park, the most modern practice facilities in the
nation, and the announcement of a new bas-
ketball arena, the momentum of the Athletic
Department has helped spur a decade of un-
paralleled growth throughout the University.

Today, as the Cardinal baseball team em-
barks on another new chapter for the Univer-
sity of Louisville, it is clear that under Tom
Jurich’s leadership more and greater mile-
stones lay ahead for the athletic department,
the University, and the city of Louisville. | am
happy he calls Louisville his home, awed by
his success, and proud to have the oppor-
tunity to congratulate Tom Jurich, 2007 Ath-
letic Director of the Year. Go Cards!
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