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her outstanding performance in the Praxis Il
test in which she achieved one of the highest
possible scores.

During her thirty-five years with Arlington
schools, Ms. Tieger has touched and im-
proved the lives of hundreds of children and
their parents. She was able to assist and
teach children with a variety of learning dis-
abilities, including those with mental retarda-
tion and emotional problems. In addition, Ms.
Tieger was able to help countless children to
read, write, socialize, and most important, to
achieve their highest potential.

Susan Tieger is the epitome of a dedicated,
caring and hard-working public school teacher.
The fact that Arlington County has one of the
best school systems in the country is directly
attributable to the talents, hard work and dedi-
cation of teachers like Ms. Tieger.

| commend Ms. Tieger on her dedicated ca-
reer in education, and wish her and her family
health and happiness in her well-earned,
much deserved retirement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Caribbean American Heritage
Month. The imprint of Caribbean-Americans
on the foundation of the United States is indis-
pensable. This June, we Americans have the
opportunity to celebrate the history, accom-
plishments, culture and global influence of
people of Caribbean descent past and
present.

Caribbean-Americans have significantly con-
tributed to the ethnic diversity that strengthens
and enhances our stature in the international
community. From the platform of St. Mark’s
Church in New York City to the halls of Con-
gress, Caribbean-Americans such as Marcus
Garvey and Congresswoman BARBARA LEE
have effected the civil rights and federal legis-
lation that serve as building blocks in Amer-
ican history.

Even in times of war, Caribbean-Americans
support our efforts at home and abroad by
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. Today,
thousands of Caribbean-Americans are fight-
ing to achieve stability in Irag.

In a wide variety of fields, people of Carib-
bean descent have transformed the Nation we
live in today. | urge my colleagues to join me
in support of H. Con. Res. 148, recognizing
the significance of National Caribbean-Amer-
ican Heritage Month.

———

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
JOHN F. KELLY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 18, 2007
Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this opportunity to recognize Brigadier

General John F. Kelly, United States Marine
Corps. From August 2004 to June 2007, Brig-
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adier General Kelly admirably served as the
Legislative Assistant to the Commandant of
the Marine Corps.

During his time in this position, Brigadier
General Kelly created numerous successes for
the Marine Corps mission. His keen knowl-
edge and experience in Congressional affairs,
combined with an increased emphasis on
Congressional relationships, propelled the
Commandant’s strategy and vision. His leader-
ship has enabled the Marine Corps to make
tremendous progress during a period of sus-
tained high operational tempo and unprece-
dented interest in Marine Corps activities.

Brigadier General Kelly is a graduate of the
University of Massachusetts, the Marine Corps
Command and Staff College, the School for
Advanced Warfare, and the National War Col-
lege. He has served in numerous command
and staff positions over his 31 years as an of-
ficer in the Marine Corps and is a veteran of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom.

| wish Brigadier General Kelly and his family
the best as he continues his distinguished
service to our Nation in his next assignment
as the Deputy Commanding General of the 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force. | am confident he
will continue to exemplify the best that the Ma-
rine Corps has to offer and will superbly com-
mand our troops in the field.

NDEA
HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, under the
NDEA, when the Class | milk price in the Bos-
ton market falls below the established min-
imum price, processors would pay an over-
order premium—the difference between the
minimum price set by the applicable Regional
Dairy Board and the Boston Class | price—
into a national fund. The U.S. Secretary of Ag-
riculture would then distribute the monies in
the fund back to the Boards according to a
formula whereby each region would get back
the greater of what they pay into the fund or
the amount of the over-order payments a re-
gion would have generated if it had a Class |
utilization rate of 50 percent. In the event of a
shortfall, the Secretary would supplement the
money in the fund from savings from the MILC
program to ensure that the Regional Dairy
Boards, and subsequently the dairy farmers
themselves, would receive the full payments.

The Regional Dairy Boards would be com-
prised of three members from each partici-
pating state in a particular region. The U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture would make the nomi-
nations to the Boards after receiving nominees
put forward by governors or elected state agri-
cultural commissioner after consultation with
the dairy industry. Each state delegation to the
Regional Dairy Boards would consist of three
representatives, with at least one producer
and one consumer.

In addition to the responsibility to establish
minimum prices and distribute payments to
dairy farmers, the Regional Dairy Boards
would have the authority to conduct supply
management programs when necessary, in-
cluding the development of incentive-based
programs. Moreover, in order to prevent over-
production, regions in which the growth in milk
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production is higher than the national average
would be required to reimburse the U.S. Sec-
retary of Treasury for the cost of government
dairy surplus purchases up to the amount that
the region is receiving under the NDEA.

It is important to note that the NDEA would
not establish national pooling. Rather, it would
create an equalization fund whereby processor
paid funds would go to a central account at
the U.S. Department of Agriculture; govern-
ment funds would be added to that fund and
then payments would be made to the various
regions according to a formula, which would
permit regions with low Class | utilization to re-
ceive the same benefit as those regions with
higher utilization.

Also of significance, the NDEA would be en-
tirely optional for the states and individual
farmers. Thus, those states that do not wish to
participate in the NDEA program could simply
choose to continue to participate in the MILC
program, which the NDEA would extend to
2012, and individual farmers in states partici-
pating in the new NDEA program could in-
stead opt to merely continue receiving pay-
ments under their current MILC contract rather
than under the NDEA. However, those individ-
uals would not be eligible to extend their MILC
contract beyond September 2008 and would
lose all future eligibility to participate in the
NDEA program.

Madam Speaker, the NDEA would create a
market-orientated, counter-cyclical program to
help all of our Nation’s dairy farmers while si-
multaneously saving taxpayers money. Ac-
cordingly, | ask my colleagues to join with me
to enact this important legislation.

HONORING BISHOP P.A. BROOKS
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, Honoring Bishop Aquilla Brooks
has served his community as a Local pastor
for 50 years and as a jurisdictional bishop for
more than 30 years; and

Whereas, Bishop Brooks, is a man of keen
spiritual insight, integrity and has dedicated his
life to serving the spiritual needs of the com-
munity; and

Whereas, Bishop P.A. Brooks, is a widely
respected church and community Leader.
Brooks has received numerous awards for his
outstanding service to the community including
the: FBI Outstanding Community Service
Award. In 1979 the Michigan Chronicle recog-
nized him as one of Detroit’s outstanding men
of the year; and

Whereas, Bishop Brooks, is the third-longest
serving Church of God in Christ Bishop in the
history of the State of Michigan. During his
tenure he has implemented programs and ini-
tiatives that have benefited laity and clergy
alike. Due to his influence the Church of God
in Christ launched their first credit union in the
State of Michigan in Fall 2004; and

Whereas, Bishop Brooks is a man of God
standing firmly on the past, Established in the
present, and important to the future of The
Church of God in Christ. Therefore be it now

Resolved, That Bishop P.A. Brooks be com-
mended on the occasion of the Inaugural Sa-
lute Banquet recognizing his elevation to the
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office of Second Assistance Presiding Bishop
at the Church of God in Christ Inc.

Madam Speaker, | rise to commend and
congratulate Bishop Phillip Aquilla Brooks on
the occasion of his appointment as Second
Assisting Presiding Bishop of the Church of
God in Christ (C.0.G.I.C).

The third-longest serving Bishop of the
Church of God in Christ in the history of Michi-
gan, Bishop Brooks has served his community
as a local pastor for 50 years and as a juris-
dictional bishop for more than 30 years.

During this time, he has undertaken a num-
ber of initiatives to further the church’s mission
and strengthen it as an institution. Bishop
Brooks organized the first Regional Council of
Bishops, which unites the 12 jurisdictions of
Michigan and Canada and allows them to
work together to develop programs that benefit
the church. He instituted the First Interactive
Ministerial Alliance Meetings, which allow local
pastors to plan and implement their own agen-
das, including workshops, praise and worship,
and resource sharing. Bishop Brooks is re-
sponsible for the purchase and renovation of
Northeast Michigan’s Jurisdictional Cathedral
Center. He also helped establish the nation’s
first Blue Cross/Blue Shield program for local
pastors and C.0.G.I.C’s first Credit Union.

Bishop Brooks has rightly been described
as a man of prayerful reflection, honest dis-
cussion, humility, and mutual respect for all
who have known him. | take great pleasure in
knowing that the members of his church as
well as the citizens of Michigan have benefited
greatly by his guidance. | am confident that
Bishop Brooks will serve the Church of God in
Christ with passion, love, and dedication in
this new capacity.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Bishop Brooks as he
takes on this new role of leadership. Bishop
Brooks is truly deserving of this high honor, as
well as our respect and admiration.

———

S. 5, THE STEM CELL RESEARCH
ENHANCEMENT ACT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of S. 5,
the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act and
commend Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE
and Congressman MICHAEL CASTLE for their
leadership on this important issue.

Today, once again, Congress responds to
the priorities and needs of the American peo-
ple, in bringing forward a bill to expand feder-
ally-funded embryonic stem cell research.

S. 5 is supported by 72 percent of the
American public, including over 200 patient
groups, universities, and scientific societies. It
has also been endorsed by more than 75 na-
tional and local newspapers, and 80 Nobel
Laureates.

This bipartisan legislation will provide hope
and opportunity for millions of Americans suf-
fering from chronic and life-threatening health
conditions. | have voted to expand this critical
research 4 times. It is time for the President
to listen to the American people and the ma-
jority of Congress and to sign this bill into law.

Recent research has shown that scientists
have been able to create pluripotent stem
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cells from mouse skin cells. This is an exciting
development, and should be pursued in con-
junction with embryonic stem cell research.
We should support and pursue all ethical, life-
saving research.

The expansion of funding to stem cell re-
search has the power to make a real dif-
ference in the lives of Americans. | urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting S. 5.

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
MYROSLAVA GONGADZE

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishment of
Myroslava Gongadze of Arlington, Virginia and
a proud member of our civil service. Ms.
Gongadze serves as the leading spokes-
person for American values in Ukraine, help-
ing to move the nation in a more pro-western
direction.

A native Ukrainian who was granted political
asylum in the United States in 2001 and
began working for Voice of America in 2004,
Myroslava Gongadze is one of the most rec-
ognized journalists and human rights advo-
cates in Europe. This episode during the 2004
elections is just one chapter in her long-run-
ning fight for justice in her homeland and
across the globe.

For 17 days in November 2004, with tem-
peratures below freezing in the central square
in Kiev, Ukraine, a million people stood in a
sea of orange color, protesting fraudulent
presidential elections. Two huge screens
flanked the makeshift stage hooked into
Ukraine’s only independent source of informa-
tion, Channel5 TV. The broadcast they re-
ceived was from the Voice of America’s Wash-
ington studio, and the face they saw was
Myroslava Gongadze. When Ms. Gongadze
reported U.S. Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell's statement that the United States refused
to recognize the falsified election results, it
was one of the watershed moments of
Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution,” which resulted
in the election and peaceful installation of
Viktor Yuschenko as Ukraine’s new President.

While her story is inspirational, the cir-
cumstances that drove Ms. Gongadze to be-
come a political activist are tragic. Her hus-
band Georgy Gongadze was a renowned in-
vestigative journalist who exposed corruption
and cronyism in the administration of the
former Ukrainian President. In 2000, he was
murdered by government police. Since his
death, she has made it her mission to promote
freedom of speech, the rights of journalists
and the need to bring corrupt officials to jus-
tice.

She has pursued her agenda by working
with many different organizations, including
the European Court for Human Rights, the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope and the Committee to Protect Journalists.
She even created the Gongadze Foundation,
a nongovernmental organization working to
protect journalists’ rights and political freedom.
However, the organization that has given her
the platform to make her biggest impact has
been the Voice of America.

Madam Speaker, | commend Ms. Gongadze
for her leadership, and | am proud to have her
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live in Virginia’s 8th Congressional District as
she contributes to the greatest civil service in
the world. | wish her all the best in her future
endeavors.

TRIBUTE REGARDING THE 65TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
OF MIDWAY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, our Nation
recently commemorated the 65th Anniversary
of the Battle of Midway. Let me take this op-
portunity to reiterate the importance of that
battle and remember the Americans who lost
their lives in the defense of a small island
northwest of Hawaii.

Between June 4 and June 7, 1942, the
United States Navy defeated a Japanese at-
tack against the Midway Atoll in what has
come to be called the Battle of Midway. The
battle was a decisive victory for Americans
and is widely regarded as the most important
naval engagement of World War Il and a crit-
ical turning point in the Pacific Theater.

During the battle, 307 Americans lost their
lives. We remember the sacrifices made by
those men. They gave their lives for the cause
of freedom. Through their actions, the war was
won and peace preserved. We will not soon
forget them.

At this time, it is also important to pause to
remember the contributions of the many thou-
sands of American sailors who participated in
the Battle of Midway and survived. They—like
so many of their generation—were touched by
the ravages of war and continue to wear their
scars. We owe them a debt of gratitude we
cannot soon repay except by remembering
their struggle, honoring their sacrifice, and
continuing to keep in our thoughts those
Americans who maintain our Nation’s tradition
of military excellence by serving with valor and
distinction today.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
DAIRY EQUITY ACT OF 2007

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague from New York, Mr. REY-
NOLDS, to introduce the National Dairy Equity
Act of 2007 (NDEA), which is designed to es-
tablish a minimum price for fluid milk and cre-
ate a market-based safety net for dairy farm-
ers.

| greatly appreciate the men and women
who work the extremely hard and long hours
needed to produce milk, butter, cheese, ice
cream, non-fat dry milk, and yogurt. Thus, |
would like to begin by noting that June is
Dairy Month. It is hard to overstate how impor-
tant dairy is to the United States economy, nor
for that matter, how important dairy is to the
economies of New York and its 23rd Congres-
sional District, which | represent. In fact, in
2006, New York was the Nation’s third largest
dairy state; it accounted for about 7 percent
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