H6594

join my colleagues in the consideration
of H. Con. Res. 148, a bill that recog-
nizes the significance of National Car-
ibbean-American Heritage Month.

H. Res. 148, which has 53 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative BAR-
BARA LEE of California on May 14, 2007.
H. Con. Res. 148 was reported from the
Oversight Committee on June 12, 2007,
by a voice vote.

National Caribbean-American Herit-
age Month was established to recognize
the historical relationship between
people of the Caribbean and the United
States of America. Caribbean Ameri-
cans present a rich diversity of coun-
tries, cultures and colloquialisms
which are dispersed throughout com-
munities in the United States. Carib-
bean immigration to the United States
reached its peak in the last 5 years,
with approximately 6 percent of the
more than 7 million immigrants com-
ing from the Caribbean.

Since the founding of the United
States, Caribbeans have had a signifi-
cant role in shaping the conscience of
America and are among our great lead-
ers, entrepreneurs and entertainers, in-
cluding such individuals as Sidney
Poitier, Harry Belafonte, Colin Powell,
James Weldon Johnson, Shirley Chis-
holm, Marion Jones, Juan Carlos Fin-
lay, Oscar de la Renta, Malcolm X,
Jean Baptiste Point du Sable, the
founder of Chicago, Marcus Garvey,
and many others.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for introducing this legislation
and I urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, each year in June, we
celebrate our strong relationship with
the Caribbean nations and appreciate
the value and diversity they bring to
the United States. We value National
Caribbean-American Heritage Month
and encourage people from across the
country to join with those of Carib-
bean-American roots in these celebra-
tions. From as far back as the 17th cen-
tury, citizens from the Caribbean have
immigrated to the U.S. Many were
slaves, who faced the same obstacles
struggling for equality and independ-
ence.

We are a Nation of immigrants, and
this bill emphasizes the many con-
tributions of Caribbean immigrants to
our society. Over 5 million Americans
proudly share the Caribbean heritage
in promoting and attending Caribbean-
style festivals around the country.
These festivals appreciate the rich cul-
ture, history and diversity brought
forth through the joining of these two
nations.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting passage of House Concur-
rent Resolution 148.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 148.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MAJOR SCOTT NISELY POST
OFFICE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2563) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 309 BEast Linn Street in
Marshalltown, Iowa, as the ‘Major
Scott Nisely Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2563

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MAJOR SCOTT NISELY POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 309
East Linn Street in Marshalltown, Iowa,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘Major
Scott Nisely Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Major Scott Nisely
Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvVIs) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H.R. 2563, which names the postal fa-
cility in Marshalltown, Iowa after
Major Scott Nisely.

H.R. 2563, which was introduced by
Representative ToM LATHAM on June 5,
2007, was reported from the Oversight
Committee on June 12, 2007, by voice
vote. This measure has the support of
the entire Iowa congressional delega-
tion.

Major Scott Nisely was Kkilled in
combat near Al Asad, Iraq on Sep-
tember 20, 2006. He served in the Ma-
rines as an officer on Active Duty and
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as a reservist with the 133rd Infantry
Battalion Charlie Company.

He worked 12 years for the U.S. Post-
al Service in Marshalltown, Iowa. Due
to his strong desire to serve his coun-
try, he accepted an enlisted rank in
order to fill a vacancy in the Iowa
Army National Guard. Major Scott had
served a tour of duty during Operation
Desert Storm as a marine, in addition
to Operation Iraqgi Freedom as a
guardsman. He will be fondly remem-
bered for his patriotism and love of
family.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative ToM LATHAM,
for introducing this legislation, and
urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Major Scott Nisely, a
father, athlete and musician, made the
ultimate sacrifice for his country on
the field of battle and deserves the
honor of having his name on the post
office in Marshalltown, Iowa, where he
worked for 12 years.

Scott was born in Syracuse, Ne-
braska in 1958, and excelled in track
and cross country. He attended Doane
College on a track scholarship and pur-
sued a degree in biology.

He showed a passion for his country
and did not shy away from the duty of
serving his Nation. While in college, he
enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps ROTC, and after completing his
Bachelor’s degree in 1981, he was com-
missioned an Infantry Second Lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Marine Corps.
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He rose to the rank of captain and
commanded an infantry company dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm. After his
tour in Kuwait and Iraq, he returned to
the Reserves, where he was promoted
to the rank of major.

Scott continued to serve his commu-
nity even when out of the military. In
1994 he began working for the U.S.
Postal Service in Marshalltown. He
participated in his church’s music min-
istry program and was active at the
local tae kwon do. Above all, he
worked tirelessly to serve others.

Even with such an impressive record
of service under his belt, he could not
ignore the call of duty. When his coun-
try went to war again, he enlisted in
the Iowa Army National Guard and ac-
cepted the rank of staff sergeant in
order to do so. In 2005, he returned to
Iraqg with C Company of the Iowa Na-
tional Guard’s 133rd battalion.

On September 30, 2006, he was pro-
viding security for a convoy in Al
Anbar Province, Iraq, when his com-
pany came under insurgent small arms
fire. He and a fellow member of the
Guard were killed.

His decorations include the Combat
Infantryman Badge, the Bronze Star
Medal, the Oak Leaf Cluster, the Pur-
ple Heart, the Army Achievement
Medal, and a dozen others.
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Let us pay our respect to Major Scott
E. Nisely and remember his commit-
ment to serving this Nation by naming
the Marshalltown post office in his
honor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM).

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

First of all, I would like to thank the
committee and the gentleman from Il-
linois, Chairman DAVIS, for moving
this piece of legislation as quickly as
they have through the committee and
for the opportunity to bring this I
think most appropriate legislation to
the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to encour-
age my colleagues to support legisla-
tion that I introduced to honor Major
Scott E. Nisely of Marshalltown, Iowa,
one of America’s heroes who was Kkilled
in combat on September 30, 2006, while
serving our country in Iraq.

Scott Nisely served 22 years in the
Marines as an officer on active duty
and as a Reservist, retiring with the
rank of major. During his time in the
Marines, he served as an infantry com-
pany commander in Operation Desert
Storm. And following his active duty,
Scott worked 12 years for the U.S.
Postal Service in Marshalltown, Iowa.

Due to Scott’s strong desire to serve
his country, he accepted an enlisted
rank in order to fill a vacancy in the
Iowa Army National Guard in 2002.

According to letters I have received
from soldiers in Scott’s unit, he did not
broadcast the fact that he was a former
Marine major, but humbly served his
fellow soldiers. One officer also said he
was a ‘‘natural born leader of soldiers.”

Scott served with the Iowa National
Guard on the Multinational Forces Ob-
server mission in the Sinai, and finally
in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Scott’s friends, family, coworkers,
fellow soldiers and marines attest to
the positive and lasting impact he had
on their lives. Numerous letters from
these individuals were sent to me, and
I include them for the RECORD.

Scott’s life was a shining example of
dedication to service, a strong commit-
ment certainly to his family, his faith,
and his country. This legislation will
name the post office located at 309 East
Linn Street in Marshalltown, Iowa, the
Major Scott Nisely Post Office.

I want to thank Scott’s co-workers
at the Marshalltown post office who
initiated this proposal, and I am proud
to help them make this timely and ap-
propriate honor a reality. I also want
to thank my colleagues from Iowa,
LEONARD BOSWELL, STEVE KING, BRUCE
BRALEY and DAVE LOEBSACK for their
support in moving this legislation for-
ward. I strongly urge all Members to
pass H.R. 2563.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALION 133D
INFANTRY,
Al Asad Ab, Iraq, June 8, 2007.
Congressman ToM LATHAM,
Ames, Iowa.

DEAR MR. LATHAM: I am responding to an
inquiry to determine if my unit would sup-
port the consideration of naming the United
States Post Office in Marshalltown, Iowa
after one of my soldiers, Scott Nisely.

The bottom line on this is yes, I, and my
entire unit fully support this effort, and see
this as a fitting tribute to this fallen citizen
soldier.

As a Battalion Commander, I have many
soldiers that are under my command. I have
deployed in the service of our country 3
times since September of 2000, I have been
entrusted with some of the finest young peo-
ple that our State and our Nation have to
offer. Let me share with you a little bit
about Scott Nisely from my perspective.

Scott joined the Iowa National Guard after
completing a full military career in the Ma-
rine Corps, retiring from the Marine Corps as
a Field Grade Officer. He then joined the Na-
tional Guard as an enlisted soldier in the
rank of a Buck Sergeant, because this was
what was offered to him. On my second de-
ployment, and my first with Scott Nisely, I
asked him what motivated him to do this;
his reply was that he felt he could make a
difference in the lives of these young men,
and he still felt a strong desire to serve his
country in whatever capacity he could. He
didn’t care about the rank, he didn’t care
about the job, as long as he was working
with young soldiers, and serving our coun-
try. To me this was evident during our OEF
deployment, and in our current mission in
Iraq.

Scott was a man that was respected by all
those around him, not because of the words
he said, but because of the way that he lived
his life and by the example he set for others.
We all lost something the day we lost SFC
Nisely and SGT Sourivong. We cannot
change the events that happened on that
day, but we can honor these men, and the
sacrifice that they have made. I believe by
naming the Marshalltown Post Office in
honor of Scott Nisely, we will always have a
visible reminder of this sacrifice, and are
honoring a great American who lived his life
in a manner that we should all strive to pat-
tern. He lived his life with honor and integ-
rity, love for his family, and love for his
country.

Sincerely,
BENJAMIN J. CORELL,
Lieutenant Colonel, Infantry,
Commanding.

DON DOUGLAS,
Marshalltown, 1A, June 12, 2007.
To: Representative ToM LATHAM, R-IA.

I did not know Maj. Scott Nisely. But I am
a veteran of the Vietnam era, who served my
country in the Navy during the Vietnam era,
1961 to 1966. But my outfit anti subsquadron
25 North Island San Diego, CA served aboard
USS Aircraft Carrier, USS Yorktown, CVS-
10 off coast of Vietnam a couple of tours to
that area. I am also a member of VFW Post
839 Marshalltown a life member, and I sup-
port our troops. Like I said I didn’t person-
ally know Maj. Nisely. But have heard his
wife talk about him at hospice meetings I at-
tend since my wife passed away in Feb. 07. It
would be a great tribute to him and his fam-
ily if legislation could be passed as soon as
possible renaming Marshalltown Post Office
after him.

Since Maj. Nisely put his life on line serv-
ing his country defending freedom and doing
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something he believed in this would be the
right thing to do to honor him.
Thank you,
DON DOUGLAS.
LETTER FOR THE RECORD, IN SUPPORT OF H.R.
2563 (06/18/07):

I support naming the Marshalltown Post
Office after Major Scott Nisely. He is a true
American hero. I had the privilege of serving
with him in the 1-133 Infantry in Iraq. He
was a very dedicated soldier, always caring
for his soldiers and everyone around him. I
really looked up to him as a man.

He is a soldier that was dedicated to public
service, serving our great nation in 2 wars,
both in the Marine Corps and the U.S. Army.
He also worked as a Postal Worker, which is
a hard job for any American. I appreciate the
sacrifices that he has made for our country,
especially giving the ultimate sacrifice.

I feel that naming the Marshalltown Post
Office in his honor is the least we can do to
honor this great American. Please name the
Marshalltown Post Office to the Major Scott
Nisely Post Office. It will be a great memo-
rial of a great American and great Iowan.

FIRST LIEUTENANT KYLE W OBRECHT,
1-133 Infantry, Iowa Army National Guard.

I had the honor of working directly with
“SSG” Nisely during our deployment to
Iraq. I am sending this message of support
from Iraq as we are still in theater per-
forming our mission. As a squad leader and
leader of men SSG Nisely always ensured the
vehicles in his command were mission ready
and that his soldiers were constantly on top
of the readiness of their equipment.

As former NCO turned officer, I understood
his role and his rank in the troop leading
arena. SSG Nisely was one of the best NCOs
I have ever had the experience of serving
with. The funny part, and oftentimes told,
part of his exemplary service is the fact that
he was a former Marine Major before becom-
ing a NCO in the Iowa National Guard. Not
once did this fact ever come from him. He
was always humble and loved serving his
country and even more he honored our coun-
try by serving his men.

As a field grade officer in any service one
trends to wane away from direct troop lead-
ing duties. SSG Nisely was a natural born
leader of soldiers. I hope I can take this ex-
ample and use it in my career.

Scott’s sacrifice will never be forgotten by
me or any soldier he served with in this war
on terrorism. I hope the resolution will pass
so that all Americans that come to use the
facility being recommended for the name
change will know that an American hero is
honored and forever remembered.

FIRST LIEUTENANT (P)
MARCUS A. SMOOT, OD,
1-133 Infantry, Iowa Army National Guard.

I strongly support naming the
Marshalltown Post Office after my friend
Major Scott Nisely. This would be a nice re-
minder to patrons of the post office that
Scott dedicated his life to serving the people.
He did that through his selfless service in
the Marine Corps, the Iowa National Guard,
and his civilian career at the postal service.
Scott was a great man; this has been a great
loss to his family, to the military and to the
Marshalltown community. Please support
the initiative to name the Marshalltown post
office in memory of Major Scott Nisely.

CAPTAIN JEFFREY STAKER,

1-133 Infantry, Iowa Army National Guard.

I strongly endorse the naming of a Post Of-
fice in Marshalltown, Iowa after Major Scott
Nisely. I knew him from deployments to
Sinai, Egypt and Iraq. I had several con-
versations with him and they were always
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pleasant. He was one of the friendliest guys
I have ever met—always positive. Scott was
a dedicated family man and a fine soldier.
This would be a great way to honor him and
his family. He deserves it—he was a hero.
Thank you for addressing this.
MICHAEL SMITH,
1-133 Infantry, Iowa Army National Guard.
My husband is currently serving in Iraq
and was there with Sgt. Nisely. What a hero
this man was! I fully support the post office
being named after this brave, wonderful
man.
MRS. DOUG (BARB) KRAUSE,
Waverly, Iowa.
He was there for his soldiers, always doing
something for people.
JOHN FORTUNE,
Specialist, Army National Guard.

I think that this would be a fitting remem-
brance for a great man and urge you to ac-
cept this proposal (H.R. 2563).

SPECIALIST CURTIS OLSON,
134th Brigade Support Battalion, Minnesota
Army National Guard.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2563.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————

CLEM ROGERS McSPADDEN POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2127) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 408 West 6th Street in Chelsea,
Oklahoma, as the ‘Clem Rogers
McSpadden Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2127

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CLEM ROGERS MCSPADDEN POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 408
West 6th Street in Chelsea, Oklahoma, shall
be known and designated as the ‘“‘Clem Rog-
ers McSpadden Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Clem Rogers
McSpadden Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
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from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2127.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the author of this bill, the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN).

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 2127. This bill
will designate the Chelsea, Oklahoma,
post office as the Clem Rogers
McSpadden United States Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, I am extremely proud
to be the author of this bill. Today we
have the opportunity to honor not just
one of Oklahoma’s finest individuals,
but in any opinion one of America’s
finest. As many of you know, Clem
McSpadden served as a Member of this
body from 1973 until 1975. His col-
leagues will agree that Clem was a
highly respected Member of this Cham-
ber. In fact, Clem was honored with
being the first freshman Member ever
to be appointed to the Rules Com-
mittee. He also helped create the Rural
Caucus, which I am a proud member of
today.

Those are big shoes to fill for anyone,
and that is why it is an honor for me to
say I represent a portion of his former
congressional district.

Mr. Speaker, I am also proud to men-
tion that Clem isn’t just known as
being a former Member of Congress. As
those of us from Oklahoma know, Clem
has readily served in all aspects of life,
ranging from politics to family to mili-
tary service to rodeo announcer. If you
asked people in Oklahoma about Clem,
you will surely be met with warm sto-
ries about how he helped them during
his time in the State Senate, how they
remember him introducing legendary
bull rider Freckles Brown, or how he
just gave them some good advice.

Very few people, Mr. Speaker, would
make such a great role model for us
all. For this reason, I am proud to say
I know Clem McSpadden and that he is
a friend. More importantly, though, I
am proud to say I am one of the many
Oklahomans that he has had a positive
influence on.

Mr. Speaker, Clem is the nephew of
Oklahoma’s favorite son, Will Rogers.
In keeping with the family legacy,
Clem, like his uncle, is fully a part of
the fabric that makes Oklahomans the
people we are today. We are a people
who care about our fellow Oklahomans
and who pay their dues through hard
work. Clem represents these values on
a daily basis and has done so his whole
life. This, I venture to say, also makes
him one of Oklahoma’s favorite sons.
For this reason, I find it fitting that we
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honor an individual like Clem Rogers
McSpadden for his selflessness and
dedication to our State and country.

Mr. Speaker, in 1974 my father ran
for Governor and Clem McSpadden ran
for Governor the same year; and even
though they were opponents in the
election of 1974, they were friends after
that election. I am also proud to say
that when I was a member of the State
legislature in my first term, Clem
McSpadden took me aside and
mentored me as a member of the legis-
lature. He is a good man and I want to
thank him for being a mentor to so
many young people. I also want to
thank his wife, Donna, for all that she
does in the community of Chelsea and
the State of Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R.
2127.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, to most residents of
Rogers County, Oklahoma, and rodeo
fanatics, the name Clem Rogers
McSpadden 1is well recognized and
much appreciated. Known as a ‘‘son of
Oklahoma,” Clem Rogers McSpadden
was born into the well-known Rogers
family of which his home county is
named. His great uncle is none other
than the famous Will Rogers. But it is
not his historical family background
that we are here to speak about today.

We rise to honor the achievements of
Clem McSpadden during his life in poli-
tics, his military service, community
leadership, and successful career in
rodeo broadcasting.

Clem McSpadden was raised on his
two family ranches, Bushyhead Ranch
near Chelsea, Oklahoma, and another
in nearby Oologah. During his first
year in Oklahoma Agricultural and Me-
chanical College, he left to join the
U.S. Navy.

He served during World War II, and
upon returning completed his edu-
cation at Oklahoma A&M with a degree
in animal husbandry. While at college,
he and some friends formed a rodeo
team.

His strong interest in roping began at
an early age, and over time he served
as general manager for the National
Finals Rodeo, the Old Timers Rodeo
and the Indian National Finals Rodeo.
He has been announcing for over 60
years and estimates he has announced
over 1,400 rodeos.

His esteemed career in politics came
in 1954 when he was elected to the
Oklahoma State senate, where he
served until 1972. He went on to serve
in the U.S. House of Representatives
one term in the 93rd Congress. In 1983,
he formed a consulting and lobbying
firm McSpadden & Associates, which
lobbies the Oklahoma Statehouse on a
variety of issues. His powerful presence
and influence continue to drive politics
of his beloved Oklahoma.

Nowadays, he spends his time more
quietly at home on his vast cattle
ranch enjoying retirement with his
family.
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