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important, that without their success
we are in great danger.

But as you look at those fine young
men and women and when you are
there, when they move on to become
second lieutenants, you just can’t help
but notice that that’s the reason why
our men and women in uniform today
are led by very, very fine leaders.

Well, I see that we’re nearing the end
of the time for this Special Order. I'm
sure there is more to be said about the
fine men and women who are leading
our military, and that’s what we were
about this evening, to talk a little bit
about the conflict we’re involved in,
the importance of that leadership and
the people who are leading and cer-
tainly to talk about General Peter
Pace, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

Pete, I think it was my colleague,
ROBIN HAYES, who said, we love you,
and we thank you, and we wish you all
the best. And I know that sometimes
you thought about these words, I cer-
tainly have over the years, President
Ronald Reagan said way back in 1985;
he said, some people spend an entire
lifetime wondering if they made a dif-
ference in the world, but the Marines
don’t have that problem. And Pete
Pace has never had that problem. He
has been a great leader. He is a great
leader. We’re looking forward to his
leadership in the closing months of his
tour as the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. We thank him for ev-
erything that he has done, that he is
doing and that he is going to do.

————
TRIBUTE TO RUTH BELL GRAHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in remembrance of Ruth Bell Graham,
wife and confidante of the Reverend
Billy Graham. Ruth Graham died last
week at the age of 87, having lived a
rich and selfless life of service.

She epitomized the faithful wife and
mother and was a close spiritual ad-
viser who probably did more than any
other human being to make possible
the global ministry of Billy Graham. I
doubt whether we exaggerate when we
say that Billy Graham could not have
been the man he is known as today
without the unwavering support of his
wife.

While she may not have claimed
much of the spotlight in his life, she
raised a family that to this day is hav-
ing a tremendous impact on the world.

Reverend Graham paid her the best
tribute. He said that Ruth Graham was
‘““the most incredible woman I have
ever known.”” And when asked to name
the finest Christian he had ever met,
Billy Graham would always say, ‘My
wife, Ruth.”

In tribute to her, he said that, ‘“‘She
was a spiritual giant, whose unparal-
leled knowledge of the Bible and com-
mitment to prayer were a challenge
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and inspiration to everyone who knew
her. No one else could have borne the
load that she carried. She was a vital
and integral part of our ministry, and
my work through the years would have
been impossible without her encour-
agement and support.”

Despite her declining health in re-
cent years, she always placed her hus-
band and family before herself. She
gladly accepted a role in the Graham
family that involved offering support,
prayer and encouragement. Never one
to clamor for the public eye, Ruth
nonetheless was a vital part of Billy
Graham’s ministry. She was a bulwark
against the demands of the endless
public involvement of Billy Graham’s
many responsibilities as a worldwide
evangelist.

Ruth Bell Graham was born in China
in 1920 to her medical missionary par-
ents at a Presbyterian Hospital far
north of Shanghai. She spent her child-
hood on the mission field, and sensed a
calling to serve God and give her life to
spread the gospel.

Ruth connected with her eventual
home in North Carolina when she com-
pleted high school in Montreat, North
Carolina, while her parents were home
from China on furlough. She would
later enroll in Wheaton College where
she met her future husband, the fer-
vent evangelist hailing from Charlotte,
North Carolina.

After no small internal struggle over
her desire to become a missionary,
Ruth decided to invest her life in the
mission of evangelism that so cap-
tivated Billy, and they were married in
Montreat on August 13, 1943.

As Billy Graham’s responsibilities as
an evangelist continued to grow, Ruth
and Billy moved to Montreat near her
parents. Here, Ruth would raise a fam-
ily of five children strong and stand be-
hind the man who was preaching to
millions of people across the world.

Ruth was a woman who lived the
written word and treasured the Bible.
She enjoyed assisting her husband as
he wrote sermons and was an accom-
plished author herself. Over the course
of her life, she would author or co-
author more than a dozen books.

She also did not hesitate to start
ministries of her own. Always con-
cerned with reaching out to those in
need, whether her local community or
the global community, Ruth Graham
created the Ruth Bell Graham Inter-
national Children’s Health Fund to
help the world’s neediest children and
helped create the Ruth and Billy
Graham Children’s Health Center in
Asheville.

Franklin, their son, founded Samari-
tan’s Purse Ministry which is based in
Boone, North Carolina.

Ruth enabled and freed her husband
to concentrate on his evangelistic call-
ing. When he needed someone to turn
to, Billy Graham knew that he could
turn to her for counsel, encouragement
and an intellect steeped in learning the
scripture.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Graham family today as they
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mourn the passing of a peerless wife,
sacrificial mother and faithful friend.
May her memories serve to remind us
of the profound meaning of a life given
in service to God and family.

——
O 2115

FAST TRACK TRADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor this evening to talk about
trade, Fast Track, and what it’s doing
to this country.

As a former millworker that worked
over 28 years at Great Northern Paper
Company, I know firsthand that the
trade deals are crippling manufac-
turing in the State of Maine. We have
lost over 23 percent of our manufac-
turing base alone since NAFTA came
into effect.

But it’s more than just losing jobs.
You're losing the identity and the com-
munity as well. We had certain labor
market areas in the State of Maine
that had over 33 percent unemploy-
ment rate. A lot of small businesses
went under because the anchor of the
community went under, it filed bank-
ruptcy. The high school, senior class,
was not sure whether they would be
able to graduate from high school be-
cause the mill paid about 80 percent of
the tax base. They hadn’t paid their
taxes, and the accreditation was in
jeopardy. Alcoholism, divorce rates,
people were filing bankruptcy because
of trade.

You can go anywhere pretty much in
the Second Congressional District in
the State of Maine, and you’ll see a lot
of empty factories that are no longer
there. You’ll see factories but you will
not see the number of vehicles in the
mill yard because of machines being
shut down.

It’s because of our failed trade policy.
We have to change the trade policy. We
have to make sure that when Fast
Track is up at the end of this month,
that we not renew Fast Track. I think
it’s incumbent on each Member of Con-
gress to look at these trade deals and
have the ability to amend the trade
deals. I don’t think we should be a rub-
ber stamp to the United States trade
representatives, and that’s what we
are, rubber stamps: Either vote ‘‘yes”
or ‘‘no,” and that’s wrong.

I have two colleagues here this
evening who have really taken on this
trade issue. They know firsthand from
their own district what trade means to
their constituencies. They know what
it’s done to the United States of Amer-
ica, as a whole. We have lost over 3
million jobs. We have to do better. We
must do better.

I think the last election, when a lot
of candidates were talking about trade,
they are ready, the American people
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