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plug-in hybrids today. He drives such a 
car every day. It gets 150 miles to the 
gallon. The electricity that it takes to 
drive the vehicle 40 miles costs about 
one-tenth as much as it costs to drive 
the same distance on gasoline. I under-
stand that General Motors believes it 
can start selling such plug-in hybrid 
vehicles to American consumers within 
the next 2 years. 

At the same hearing in May, the head 
of global research at General Electric 
testified that the company had already 
developed a hybrid electric locomotive. 

Even if you count the pollution from 
the powerplants—including coal-fired 
powerplants—used to charge a plug-in 
hybrid or fully electric vehicle, or to 
run an idling truck or ship, powering 
these vehicles with electricity releases 
far, far less pollution into the environ-
ment than powering them with oil 
does. 

The underlying bill contains some 
language to help accelerate the deploy-
ment of these electrification tech-
nologies in the transportation sector. 
The DRIVE Electric amendment would 
strengthen those provisions substan-
tially. There is broad, bipartisan sup-
port here in the Senate for strength-
ening them. There is no reason not to 
strengthen them. 

Here is what the DRIVE Electric 
amendment would do: The DRIVE Elec-
tric amendment would expand the Ad-
vanced Transportation Technology 
Program in section 245 of H.R. 6 and 
augment the Energy Storage Competi-
tiveness Program in section 244 of H.R. 
6. 

More specifically, the DRIVE Elec-
tric amendment would expand the 
near-term vehicle technology deploy-
ment program in the underlying bill by 
adding a revolving loan program. This 
will maximize the effectiveness of the 
program in stimulating the installa-
tion of technologies to reduce petro-
leum use and cut emissions. In addi-
tion, the amendment sets forth types 
of projects—including port, truck stop 
and airport electrification—that will 
qualify for the program. 

The amendment includes a program 
to remove barriers for existing and new 
applications of electric drive and hy-
brid transportation technologies. It 
would establish an electricity usage 
program to increase the understanding 
of and management of the electricity 
grid as a source of power for the trans-
portation sector. 

The amendment would also direct the 
Energy Department and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to develop 
information on the grid-side of electric 
drive technology. It would authorize 
grants for electric utilities to promote 
customer programs for load manage-
ment and off-peak use. 

While the underlying bill would allow 
for basic and applied energy storage re-
search, the DRIVE Electric amendment 
would establish an electric drive trans-
portation research and development 
program. That program would address 
additional research needs, including: 

high efficiency on-board and off-board 
charging components; high power and 
energy-efficient drive-train systems for 
passenger and commercial vehicles and 
for nonroad vehicles; control system 
development and power-train develop-
ment and integration; application of 
nano-materials technology, and use of 
smart vehicle and grid interconnection 
devices and software. 

The amendment also would direct the 
Energy Department to evaluate the 
benefits of plug-in electric drive tech-
nology, by creating testing programs 
to assess the full potential of benefits 
in terms of reducing criteria air pollut-
ant emissions, energy use, and petro-
leum consumption. 

The amendment also would establish 
a nationwide education program for 
electric drive transportation tech-
nology, including financial assistance 
to create new university-level degree 
programs for needed engineers, sup-
porting student plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicle competitions, and other edu-
cational efforts. 

Finally, the amendment would up-
date the fleet acquisition program es-
tablished under the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992 to assure that fleet operators 
subject to that law can choose electric 
drive transportation technologies, in-
cluding hybrid electric vehicles, for 
compliance. 

I believe this amendment is exactly 
the kind of commonsense, win-win, bi-
partisan measure that the American 
people like to see coming out of Con-
gress. I respectfully ask that my col-
leagues support the DRIVE Electric 
amendment. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN MEMORIAM: DR. RON 
BANGASSER 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the lifetime of achievement and com-
munity leadership of Dr. Ron 
Bangasser. Dr. Bangasser passed away 
in Redlands on May 2, 2007. 

Born on January 25, 1950, in Freeport, 
IL, Ron Bangasser served the Inland 
Empire, his State and our Nation as a 
physician and advocate for health and 
wellness. After completing medical 
school at Chicago Medical School, Dr. 
Bangasser trained at San Bernardino 
County Medical Center in southern 
California, later served at St. Luke’s 
Presbyterian Hospital in Milwaukee, 
and with the Navy Diving Medical Offi-
cer’s Training School. Most recently, 
he was a physician with the Beaver 
Medical Group in Inland Southern Cali-
fornia, where he served as medical di-
rector and director of external affairs. 
He also served as the chief of staff at 
nearby Redlands Community Hospital. 
In 1986, Dr. Bangasser founded the Paul 
F. Bangasser Wound Care Center at 
Redlands Community Hospital, named 
after and dedicated to his father. 

Dr. Bangasser was a tremendous ad-
vocate for patients and physicians, 

serving with a number of medical asso-
ciations. For 28 years he provided key 
leadership for the San Bernardino 
County Medical Society, the California 
Medical Association, and the American 
Medical Association. He served as the 
speaker for the California Medical As-
sociation’s house of delegates, and as 
chair for the California delegation to 
the American Medical Association. He 
also served as chair of the California 
Medical Association’s finance com-
mittee, and vice chair of the California 
Medical Association’s hospital medical 
staff section. 

Dr. Bangasser was also the recipient 
of numerous prestigious awards and 
honors. He received the Nicholas P. 
Krikes, M.D. Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to the San Bernardino 
County Medical Society, the American 
Medical Association Pride in the Pro-
fessions Award, Riverside County Med-
ical Association’s Outstanding Con-
tribution to Organized Medicine 
Award, the California Medical Associa-
tion Young Physician’s Joseph Boyle 
Young at Heart Award, the James C. 
MacLaggan, M.D. Political Action 
Award, and the Medical Board of Cali-
fornia’s Physician Humanitarian 
Award. 

While serving in each of his varied 
capacities, Dr. Bangasser also found 
the time to serve as the team physician 
for the San Bernardino Valley College 
football team for 22 years. San 
Bernardino Valley College honored him 
for these years of service and awarded 
him its Distinguished Service Award in 
1999. 

Dr. Ron Bangasser will be remem-
bered for all that he did to make his 
community and this country a better 
place to live. His was a life well lived.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2638. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Homeland Security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2642. An act making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of 
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Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 5(a) of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission 
Act (36 U.S.C. 101 note), the Republican 
Leader re-appoints Mr. LAHOOD of Illi-
nois to the Abraham Lincoln Bicenten-
nial Commission. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 5(a) of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission 
Act (36 U.S.C. 101 note), and the order 
of the House of January 4, 2007, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives to 
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 501(b), and the 
order of the House of January 4, 2007, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the House Commission on Con-
gressional Mailing Standards: Mr. 
CAPUANO of Massachusetts, Chairman; 
Mr. SHERMAN of California; Mr. DAVIS 
of Alabama; Mr. EHLERS of Michigan; 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia; and Mr. MCCAR-
THY of California. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 2638. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Homeland Security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2642. An act making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 1639. A bill to provide for comprehensive 
immigration reform and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2292. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rules Relating 
to Permissible Uses of Official Seal’’ (72 FR 
29246) received on June 13, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–2293. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report on Ac-
tivities and Programs for Countering Pro-
liferation and NBC Terrorism’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–2294. A communication from the Acting 
Deputy, Office of Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of the Navy, transmitting, pursuant to 

law, notification of the Navy’s decision to 
conduct a public-private competition for the 
emergency dispatch management support 
services at the Naval Post Graduate School 
in Monterey, California and Naval Support 
Activity in Culter, Maine; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–2295. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the Depart-
ment’s inventory of non-inherently govern-
mental activities during fiscal year 2006; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–2296. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment to General Order No. 3: Expansion of 
the General Order and Addition of Certain 
Persons’’ (RIN0694–AD99) received on June 
14, 2007; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2297. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to the 
Western Balkans that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13219 of June 26, 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–2298. A communication from the In-
terim President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘2006 Statement on System of Internal 
Controls of the Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Indianapolis’’; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2299. A communication from the Chair-
man, Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Board’s Annual Report for calendar year 
2006; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2300. A communication from the Under 
Secretary (Industry and Security), Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the Department’s 
intent to impose new foreign-policy based 
export controls; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2301. A communication from the Chair-
man and President, Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to transactions involv-
ing U.S. exports to Panama including the 
sale of six Boeing 737–800 passenger aircraft; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2302. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Atlan-
tic Highly Migratory Species; Atlantic 
Bluefin Tuna Fisheries; Temporary Rule; 
Inseason Retention Limit Adjustment’’ 
(RIN0648–XA57) received on June 14, 2007; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–2303. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Temporary Rule to Extend Interim Meas-
ures to Reduce Overfishing of Atlantic Sea 
Scallops in the 2007 Fishing Year by Modi-
fying the Elephant Trunk Access Area Man-
agement Measures’’ (RIN0648–AV05) received 
on June 14, 2007; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2304. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 

‘‘Reporting Requirements and Conservation 
Measures; Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery 
Management Plan’’ (RIN0648–AU72) received 
on June 14, 2007; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2305. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Closure of the 2007 Gulf of Mexico Deep- 
Water Grouper Fishery’’ (RIN0648–XA46) re-
ceived on June 14, 2007; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–2306. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 
506 of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Im-
provement, and Modernization Act of 2003— 
Limitation on Charges for Services Fur-
nished by Medicare Participating Inpatient 
Hospitals to Individuals Eligible for Care 
Purchased by Indian Health Programs’’ 
(RIN0917–AA02) received on June 15, 2007; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2307. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Notice: Guid-
ance to Clarify the Treatment of Certain 
Distributions Under IRC Section (897)(h)(1)’’ 
(Notice 2007–55) received on June 15, 2007; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2308. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Clarification 
and Modification of Rev. Proc. 2005–66’’ (No-
tice 2007–44) received on June 15, 2007; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2309. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, the report of a draft bill that 
intends to modernize the Treasury Tax and 
Loan statute; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. DORGAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, without amendment and with 
a preamble: 

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution to acknowl-
edge a long history of official depredations 
and ill-conceived policies by the United 
States Government regarding Indian tribes 
and offer an apology to all Native Peoples on 
behalf of the United States (Rept. No. 110– 
83). 

By Mr. BYRD, from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, without amendment: 

S. 1644. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 110– 
84). 

By Mr. REED, from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, without amendment: 

S. 1645. An original bill making appropria-
tions for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 110– 
85). 

By Mr. LEVIN, from the Committee on 
Armed Services, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 1606. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a comprehensive policy on the care 
and management of wounded warriors in 
order to facilitate and enhance their care, re-
habilitation, physical evaluation, transition 
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