
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6725 June 19, 2007 
help us address this very issue. Among 
the reasons cited as causes of the per-
sistent dropout rates are lack of paren-
tal involvement and one I heard in 
focus groups of young men in my own 
district: poorly devised and presented 
curricula that don’t keep or stimulate 
our students’ interests. 

We urge the appropriators to include 
incentives to address this issue, to im-
prove graduation rates and to ensure 
an increase in funding for key pro-
grams like Upward Bound in the 2008 
appropriation. This program also helps 
to reverse our Nation’s dropout rate. 

Another factor that is indirectly re-
lated is one that was the subject of Bob 
Herbert’s column last Saturday, lack 
of employment for teens during the 
high school year and in the summer. 
We are at the lowest national teen em-
ployment rate in the past 60 years at 
33.1 percent, according to one study 
from Northeastern University. Again, 
this bleak outlook is primarily affect-
ing Black teens. 

As Mr. Herbert said: ‘‘This is the flip 
side of the American dream. Kids who 
grow up poor and never work at a reg-
ular job tend not to think in terms of 
post-graduate degrees, marriages, ca-
reers, and the cost of educating the 
next generation. A steady job could 
make all the difference. Along with the 
paycheck comes a sense of the possi-
bilities. Kids develop a clearer under-
standing of the value of education and 
are more likely to stay in school.’’ 

No Child Left Behind created wide-
spread pressure to improve academic 
achievement. While many districts 
have struggled to meet benchmarks set 
by this legislation, far too many of our 
children, especially African American 
children, are still being left behind. 

We need to apply the same pressure, 
focus, and funding to improve the edu-
cational environment and experience 
and to provide the tools that are need-
ed for education success in all of our 
schools. 

The enslaved Africans in Texas wait-
ed 2 years to finally hear the word that 
they were free. Let us not have our 
young children and people wait one 
minute longer for the education they 
need and the future they deserve. 
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EDUCATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, forty years ago, the 
U.S. was number one in the world in high 
school graduation rates. Today it ranks 17th. 

About 1/3 of the students who enter 9th 
grade each fall will not graduate from high 
school with four years, if at all. 

High school students living in low-income 
families drop out of school at six times the 
rate of their peers from high-income families. 

Drop out rates are especially high in com-
munities of color: Only about 55 percent of Af-
rican American students and 52 percent of 
Hispanic students graduate on time from high 
school with a regular diploma, compared to 78 
percent of white students. 

In my district, in Oakland, the graduation 
rates for African American males is 26 per-
cent, compared to 57 percent is the gradua-
tion rate for white males. 

In this country, there are about 2,000 high 
schools that produce the majority of dropouts. 

Six million students throughout America are 
currently at risk of dropping out of school. Stu-
dents who fail to graduate from high school 
are more likely to participate in criminal activity 
than students who do graduate. Likewise, stu-
dents with low levels of achievement in high 
school are more likely to engage in crime than 
students with high levels of achievement. 

For example, The Harvard University Civil 
Rights Project and the Urban Institute Edu-
cation Policy Center conducted a study on K– 
12 schools in California. The Center estimated 
that Oakland’s 52 percent dropout rate costs 
the state $14 billion in lost wages, crime and 
jail time. 

Investing in education would save millions of 
dollars in crime related expenditures annually. 

The statistics are staggering and tell the 
story. Approximately 75 percent of state prison 
inmates did not complete high school. High 
school dropouts are 3.5 times more likely than 
high school graduates to be arrested in their 
lifetimes. And a mere one percent increase in 
high school graduation rates would save ap-
proximately $1.4 billion in costs associated 
with incarceration costs, or about $2,100 for 
each male high school graduate. 

We must do better by our children. Nothing 
less than the future of this country is at stake. 
That is why I am committed to effective reform 
that can transform high schools and keep stu-
dents at the greatest risk of dropping out on 
the path to graduation. 

I’m proud to support authorizing legislation 
that will soon be introduced which will help ad-
dress some of the reforms that are needed 
and that is why I’m proud to be an advocate 
on the Labor, Health and Human Services and 
Education subcommittee working to appro-
priate funding to address the crisis in dropouts 
that our country is facing. 

Clearly, we need increased investments in 
programs that keep kids in school and learn-
ing. 

SCHOOL COUNSELING BILL 
On the Labor, Health and Human Services 

subcommittee, I worked with my colleagues to 
include $61.5 million for elementary and sec-
ondary school counseling in the FY08 bill that 
is currently working its way through our com-
mittee. This is a 77.5 percent increase in a 
program that the President would have elimi-
nated. These funds enable school districts to 
hire academic counselors, psychologists, and 
social workers. The additional resources will 
be targeted to improving and expanding aca-
demic and mental health counseling to middle 
and high school adolescents. This significant 
increase is a tremendous step toward ad-
dressing the crisis in counseling in our 
schools. 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Another critical tool we have in our arsenal 

to fight drop out and to keep kids off the street 
and for preventing youth violence is our na-
tion’s after school programs. 

The fact of the matter is that between 3–6 
pm the rate of juvenile crime triples. 

On LHHS subcommittee, we were able to 
provide a $125 million increase over FY07 lev-
els for a total of over a billion dollars for the 
21st century community learning centers. This 

program is a formula grant to states which in 
turn distribute 95 percent of the funds on a 
competitive basis to local school districts, 
community based organizations and other or-
ganizations is for after school activities that 
make sure that young people have alter-
natives to getting into trouble. 

UPWARD BOUND / TRIO AND GEAR UP 
I want to echo the comments of my col-

leagues here tonight about the problems we 
are fighting as it relates to the Absolute Pri-
ority regulation and the concerns over the loss 
of funding for numerous previously funded 
grantees including 30 percent of our HBCU’s 
and Mills College in my district. I know that 
working together we will resolve these critical 
issues and I want to specifically thank BOBBY 
SCOTT and GWEN MOORE for their leadership 
on the Education Committee and on this 
issue. 

We all understand just how critical these 
programs are that provide a variety of out-
reach and support services to encourage low- 
income students to enter an complete college. 
That is why I’m pleased our L–HHS sub-
committee was able to provide a $40 million 
increase in funding for the TRIO programs and 
a $20 million increase for the GEAR UP pro-
gram. 

f 

COMMEMORATING JUNETEENTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am very humbled to be able 
to join my colleagues of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus to celebrate and 
commemorate Juneteenth and to cele-
brate it on the very day that we have 
commemorated it over the years. 

June 19 is a special time for Texans. 
And I would like to, in this very brief 
time that I have, weave in and out of 
the history of the meaning of 
Juneteenth as we reflect upon where 
we are in 2007 in the education of our 
young people. 

The failures of this administration 
are stark, shocking, and extensive. And 
it is hopefully on this day that maybe 
a morsel of what many of us have been 
saying will be caught by someone in 
the administration to be able to reas-
sess and to be able to think about the 
remaining time of their tenure in the 
White House and create a new and dif-
ferent legacy of the educational proc-
ess of minorities in the United States 
of America. 

With that, let me thank DANNY DAVIS 
for the celebration that we were able to 
participate in and his leadership on the 
issue of Juneteenth. I would also like 
to thank Curtis Faulkner of Fort 
Worth, who is involved in Juneteenth 
Heritage and Jazz Festival. I would 
also like to be able to thank Dr. Ron-
ald Myers, who has been working for 
years with the National Juneteenth 
Observance. I would also like to be able 
to remind my fellow Texans and 
Houstonians of Reverend C. Anderson 
Davis, who brought to us the Emanci-
pation Day celebration in Texas. We 
lost Reverend Davis just a few weeks 
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