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In the process, we say to all Ameri-

cans, We understand the injustice that 
was done. We will make sure it is never 
repeated again. We will work to make 
this country a better place now and in 
the future. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT). 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
our subcommittee chairman, and I 
thank our full committee chairman 
and subcommittee ranking member as 
well. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important 
bill. As it has been said, there exists in 
America an open sore that is yet to be 
remedied. I note that sometimes people 
see an amount of money that is being 
spent and say that is too much money. 
But in this case, there is an injustice 
that cries out for healing and for ad-
dressing. 

When one American, regardless of 
race, creed, color, gender, religion, na-
tional origin, when one is struck down, 
then all of us are struck down. We need 
to address this. Now, I am not one of 
those who believes that we need to run 
forward and apologize for the sins of 
others that we didn’t commit. But in 
this case, this bill addresses an injus-
tice. 

We have the power. We have the 
wherewithal and the ability to address 
this wrongdoing and this injustice. If 
we were not to take action, then this 
body would owe an apology, and I do 
not want to see that become necessary. 

There are times that we hear moving 
testimony, and our heart is moved. But 
we know for the greater good of the 
country we must do something else. 
This is one of those cases in which we 
heard testimony that was very moving, 
and the heart is aligned with the head. 
This requires action. I appreciate the 
leadership moving this forward so that 
this injustice, this open sore, can fi-
nally be addressed. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, this bill, 
partnered by the gentleman from Geor-
gia, a Democrat, and the gentleman 
from Missouri, a Republican, shows 
what we can do when we just pause and 
take a breath from the partisanship, 
the finger pointing, the negative at-
tacks by the press and even some Mem-
bers of our own body against this great 
body and join together to move this 
country forward. 

I want to thank all of the individuals 
who worked on this bill, especially the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee. 

At this time I would like to yield to 
the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the ranking member, Mr. 
FORBES. I think this is an important 
step forward. I have been amazed by 
the congeniality and the cooperation 
that has been extended to me by all of 
the members of the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

Things come around. This is a his-
toric moment. It has been expressed 
with great articulateness by Members 

on your side of the aisle, Mr. FORBES, 
as well as mine. But the witnesses on 
that day in Judiciary, and Myrlie 
Evers Williams stands out more than 
anyone else, were so amazing that I 
want everyone to go back and read the 
testimony that just electrified us all. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man should have the last word on this, 
and so he has. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SNYDER). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 923, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H.R. 923. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2764, THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE, FOREIGN OPER-
ATIONS, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 498 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 498 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2764) making 
appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived except those arising under clause 9 or 
10 of rule XXI. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. 
Points of order against provisions in the bill 
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule 
XXI are waived. During consideration of the 
bill for amendment, the Chairman of the 

Committee of the Whole may accord priority 
in recognition on the basis of whether the 
Member offering an amendment has caused 
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments 
so printed shall be considered as read. When 
the committee rises and reports the bill back 
to the House with a recommendation that 
the bill do pass, the previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the bill and 
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 2764 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Florida, my 
good friend, Mr. DIAZ-BALART. All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I also ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
House Resolution 498. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, House Resolution 498 is an 
open rule that provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 2764, the fiscal year 2008 
appropriations for the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and related 
programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I have seen 15 State and 
Foreign Operations measures go 
through the House of Representatives 
in almost 16 years of serving in this 
body. Some bills were well-intentioned, 
but fell short of meeting America’s 
critical needs and objectives, while 
others missed the target altogether. 

Regarding today’s State and Foreign 
Operations bill, I must commend Chair-
woman LOWEY, Ranking Member WOLF, 
their respective staffs and the rest of 
the committee for coming together in 
a bipartisan fashion to craft this mean-
ingful piece of legislation. Despite crit-
ical budget constraints and critical 
concerns, the bill is fiscally responsible 
and begins to address our Nation’s for-
eign policy initiatives as they relate to 
fulfilling our commitments abroad. 

In my capacity as chairman of the 
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe and as a senior member 
of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, I believe I can 
speak to our country’s need to restore 
world stability after years of following 
misguided and shortsighted foreign pol-
icy. 
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