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they’d be harmed by Hamas, despite the
militants’ offer of amnesty. By Thursday,
the passage, rank with the stench of urine
and garbage, was nearly empty after it be-
came clear that a mass exit to the West
Bank was not approved.

Earlier Wednesday, Israel took in several
of the sick and wounded in the crowd.

In Washington, Olmert said he would pro-
pose to his Cabinet on Sunday that it unlock
frozen funds, though he did not say how
much money he thought Israel should free.
Israel is holding about $550 million in tax
revenues it collects on behalf of the Pal-
estinians.

Despite the talk about peace, however, the
Hamas takeover has dealt a setback to state-
hood efforts, with the Islamic militants in
charge of Gaza and Abbas in charge of the
West Bank.”

This Amendment is even opposed by the
President. In a statement of White House pol-
icy, the Office on Management and Budget
says:

“The Administration opposes the prohibition
on a portion of the foreign military financing to
Egypt contained in section 699. Military assist-
ance is critical to our strategic partnership with
Egypt and has contributed to a broad range of
U.S. objectives in the region. Such a restric-
tion will undermine the U.S. relationship with
Egypt and send the wrong message to this im-
portant ally in the region.”

As a former Member of this subcommittee,
| personally appreciate the challenges that
Chairwoman Lowey and Ranking Minority
Member WOLF not only face, but surpass. This
bill provides significant funding increases for
many programs that | have, and will continue
to, support.

My objection is to Section 699 of the bill, a
new provision, which sets conditions on $200
million of the $1.3 billion in military assistance
to Egypt. This assistance is pending certifi-
cation of the Secretary of State that Egypt is
taking steps toward enactment of a new judi-
cial law, including the principal components of
the law and separation of the budget of the ju-
diciary from that of the Ministry of Justice;
steps to review criminal procedures and mass
demonstrations by Egypt's police force; and
steps to detect and destroy the smuggling net-
work into the Gaza strip.

The Thirteenth Congressional District of
Michigan contains one of the highest con-
centrations of Arabs in the United States.
These tax-paying, hard-working Americans de-
mand that the United States respect not just
their homeland, but the past, present and fu-
ture effort that Egypt has made manifest over
the years as a strategic partner and toward
peace. To remove this key support from
Egypt, at this point, would signal an unneces-
sary reticence by the United States toward
one of the few allies we have in the Middle
East.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support
Egypt, to support peace in the Middle East,
and to support the amendment offered by my
colleague from Louisiana, Congressman
BOUSTANY and oppose the amendment offered
by my colleague from New York, Congress-
man WEINER.
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HONORING FRED S. PYLE

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 22, 2007

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, today at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, my constituent and
friend Fred Pyle of Ormond Beach, Florida
was laid to rest. It was my honor to have had
the opportunity to know Fred and his family.
His service to our country through our Armed
Forces and law enforcement is a shining ex-
ample of American patriotism.

The son of Martin and Mae Emma Pyle, he
was born in Somerset, Pennsylvania on April
17, 1920.

Fred was one of six sons, five of whom
served in the United States military during
World War Il and were recognized as being
the first family of five brothers to serve our Na-
tion’s armed services in that conflict. He first
entered into the service in 1938 joining the
National Guard in his hometown of Somerset.
He was later selected to serve as an MP and
saw combat with the 726th Police Battalion in
World War Il during what was known as the
“Red Ball Express,” when Allied Forces land-
ed at Normandy and began their push towards
Germany. His service later took him to Oki-
nawa, Japan where his responsibilities in-
cluded the overseeing of Japanese Prisoners
of War. In addition to his service in World War
Il, Fred served in the Korean War and at the
prestigious Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland where he served as Chief Master of
Arms.

Fred achieved the rank of Staff Sergeant
and was a recipient of several prestigious
awards including the Victory Medal of World
War Il, American Theatre Ribbon, American
Defense Ribbon and the Good Conduct
Medal. He was also recalled during the Ko-
rean conflict where he honorably served as an
instructor in a NCO academy and earned him-
self the Occupational Medal (Germany). He
left the Army in 1952 with an honorable dis-
charge.

After his service, Fred graduated from the
Institute of Applied Science in Chicago and
became a police officer with the Somerset Po-
lice Department where he worked for more
than 10 years.

With the passing of Fred Pyle, America has
lost an outstanding citizen and a shining ex-
ample of a family’s commitment and service to
our Nation. He will be remembered as a patri-
otic American, a pillar of our community and a
compassionate husband and a loving father.
To his wife of 67 years, Stella, his son Bruce,
his three grandchildren and one great-grand-
son, in addition to his loving family, we offer
our deepest sympathy.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to recog-
nize Fred Pyle’s contributions and to ask all
Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives of the 110th Congress to join me in re-
membering a great American hero.

June 22, 2007

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TITLE IX OF THE
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF
1972 AND RECOGNIZING THE
NEED TO CONTINUE PURSUING
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 changed ev-
erything about our college admissions proc-
ess. Led by the late Representatives Patsy T.
Mink and Edith Green, Congress established a
principle we often take for granted today—the
prohibition of gender discrimination in any fed-
erally funded educational program. The effects
of the law have been substantial.

In 1972, only 42 percent of Bachelors of
Arts degrees were earned by women; by 2004
that number rose to 57 percent. Only 9 per-
cent of medical degrees were awarded to
women; now it's above 45 percent. Not sur-
prisingly, law degrees were the most imbal-
anced. In 1972, only 7 percent of law degrees
were held by women and by 2004 almost 50
percent went to women. Only 15 percent of
PhD’s went to women before title IX and that
number is now close to 50 percent.

This progress is worth celebrating but we
have plenty more to do. Title IX has as much
utility now as it did in 1972. Women continue
to face substantial barriers, especially in high
wage fields such as science, technology, engi-
neering and math. Sexual harassment remains
pervasive in schools and on college cam-
puses. Women and girls’ sports teams still do
not receive an equal share of resources.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE COM-
PREHENSIVE COMPARATIVE

STUDY OF VACCINATED AND
UNVACCINATED POPULATIONS
ACT OF 2007

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today | am reintroducing very impor-
tant bipartisan legislation that | hope will re-
solve the question of whether or not there is
a link between the increased incidence of au-
tism and the use of thimerosal in vaccines.
Many parents have raised concerns about the
effect that thimerosal, which is made of mer-
cury—a known neurotoxin that is widely used
as a preservative in vaccines—may have had
on a child’s chances of developing autism and
other neurological disorders. The study man-
dated by this new legislation would try to help
resolve this controversy once and for all.
While vaccines have been instrumental in re-
ducing the incidence of many once-common
diseases, we owe it to parents and children to
study and resolve the question of the possible
link between thimerosal in vaccines and au-
tism. What is ultimately needed to resolve this
issue one way or the other is a comprehen-
sive national study comparing outcomes be-
tween vaccinated and unvaccinated children.
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