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over the years, and even though I am
no longer chairman but the ranking
member at this point, I just want to
ensure that the committee continues
to enjoy a good relationship with the
subcommittee.

I thank the gentleman for the time.

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will
rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE of Texas) assumed the Chair.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

————

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

The Committee resumed its sitting.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Chairman, at this time I would
like to yield 1 minute to the distin-
guished chair of the House Administra-
tion Committee, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Chairman, I just want to say a few
quick things.

We had a problem in House Adminis-
tration when Chairwoman MILLENDER-
McDONALD passed away. There was a
void. But taking over as chairman, I
have a great working relationship with
my ranking minority member, Mr.
EHLERS. I have a great working rela-
tionship with the ranking minority
member of this subcommittee, ZACH
WAMP. I also have tremendous respect
for and a great working relationship
with the chairwoman.

We have had some conversations that
we did not need to discuss here. I have
been assured and am extremely com-
fortable with the fact that we will be
together working out our jurisdictional
problems. I thank the gentlewoman for
stepping in at a time when it was need-
ed. Again, with my ranking minority
member, we have a great relationship.
We probably have the best committee
in that we get along all the time. We
are going to continue to do that. I
thank, again, the ranking member.

I look forward to working with you,
and I have your assurance that we will
be doing that.

Madam Chairman, | want to express my ap-
preciation for the work of the gentlelady from
Florida to craft the FY08 appropriations bill for
the Legislative Branch. As we are well aware
in the Committee on House Administration,
working on this bill may not be very glam-
orous, but it is essential to keeping the House
running.

The Committee on Appropriations has done
a good job of balancing the many needs of the
House—paying our employees, keeping the
physical plant running, and operating the var-
ious agencies that serve Capitol Hill.

| am particularly pleased to see in this bill
an additional $5 million toward upgrading the
radio systems of the Capitol Police. Estab-
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lishing a secure communications system for
our police force is essential to the security of
the Hill.

| also appreciate the Committee’s commit-
ment of funds for the “Green the Capitol” ini-
tiative. According to the House Chief Adminis-
trative Officer’s calculations, we can eventually
recoup these costs from savings on our utility
bills when we make the House more energy-
efficient.

I look forward to continuing our strong work-
ing relationship in the future.

Finally, as Chairman of the Joint Committee
on Printing, | urge the Members to reject the
amendment by the gentleman from Arizona
[Mr. FLAKE]. It is essential that the Congres-
sional Printing and Binding Appropriation be
funded at least at the level recommended by
the Appropriations Committee. The Govern-
ment Printing Office must have enough re-
sources to provide Congress with the printing
and digital services fundamental to our legisla-
tive process.

The congressional printing account has
been flat-funded since 2005. As a result, in
order to deliver what we require to do our jobs
in Congress, GPO has had to reach into its
own working capital. When GPO depletes it
working capital, it consumes funds otherwise
available to keep pace with technology, train
employees, even to maintain plant and equip-
ment.

GPO receives no salaries-and-expenses ap-
propriation for its printing operations. GPO
runs just like a business, and the Congres-
sional Printing and Binding Appropriation is
Congress’ prepayment for its own orders. As
a GPO customer, like many other Federal
agencies, Congress has to pay its way and
cannot expect GPO to underwrite printing
needs, especially as we increase congres-
sional activity in this 110th Congress. If Con-
gress continues to underfund its own printing,
GPO will eventually face a financial crisis that
we caused, threatening its ability to operate
for any of its agency customers. Let's reject
the Flake amendment to keep that from hap-
pening.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Chairman, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Chairman, at this time I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Madam Chairman, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding.

I thank her for her excellent work on
her maiden voyage as chair.

I have come to say a few words that
I think need saying about the perform-
ance of GAO with respect to the grand
experiment that our committee al-
lowed on pay for performance. We al-
lowed it. We have not tried to interfere
with it. But the actions taken by the
Comptroller General where you would
at least have expected it has produced
nothing short of a revolution within, of
all places, the GAO workforce.

They were chosen for this grand ex-
periment because they were a fairly
upscale part of the Federal workforce.
And what have we got? How would you
feel if you had worked at or above per-
formance, and yet you were among 300
employees of, what is it, 2 million Fed-
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eral employees who did not receive the
across-the-board pay increase that ev-
erybody else receives? Well, some of
you might have sued or filed a claim
with the Personnel Appeals Board
within the GAO. And those employees,
all 12 of them, have received their
COLA, have been promoted, and have
had their retirement fixed.

But there are 300 employees from
2006, 130 from 2007 who have been pun-
ished as to their pensions and pay be-
cause the Comptroller did not keep his
promise with the Congress, which was
that nobody’s across-the-board pay
would be affected. In fact, what he did
was to insert a market-based study
without informing the subcommittee,
an unvalidated study, and now he has a
whole racial claim on top of it because
the African Americans have been dis-
proportionately affected by his action.

If the Comptroller wanted some help,
he could have gone to the OPM. In-
stead, he used a market-based study
from a consultant. If he wanted to
know how to deal with unionization
which is now upon him, he could have
gone to the OPM. He could have gone
to the Federal Labor Relations Author-
ity. Instead, he is spending taxpayer
funds in order to try to beat a union
within the Federal sector, the first
time ever. If we allow taxpayer funds
to be used that way, then it seems to
me we ought to be called to account.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Chairman, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Chairman, at this time I yield
3 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ). }

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Chair, I rise in support
of H.R. 2771, the legislative branch ap-
propriations bill. I want to thank
Chairwoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Ranking Member WAMP, and the appro-
priations staff for their hard work in
crafting this fiscally responsible bill.

The bill on the floor today is ‘‘lean
and mean,”’ providing just the re-
sources that we need to serve the peo-
ple in an honest, transparent manner.

I strongly believe that as our Na-
tion’s elected leaders, we have a re-
sponsibility here in the people’s House
to lead the Nation in creating an envi-
ronmentally friendly workplace. This
is why I crafted two amendments for
today’s bill that would have directed
the Architect of the Capitol to take
small but significant steps toward
‘“‘greening”’ the Capitol complex.

I am pleased that Subcommittee
Chairwoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
shares my support for the Speaker’s
Greening of the Capitol Initiative.
Since she has enthusiastically agreed
to consider them during conference, I
won’t be offering them today.

But I would like to draw the House’s
attention to these two initiatives be-
cause they demonstrate how small in-
vestments can reap large rewards.

Both initiatives were drawn from the
Greening of the Capital report recently
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