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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained for rollcall votes 547 and
548.

Madam Speaker, had | been present, |
would have cast the following votes on H.R.
2771: to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2008 for the Legislative Branch. Madam
Speaker, had | been present for the motion to
recommit with instructions, roll No. 547, |
would have voted “no.” On passage roll No.
548, | would have voted “yes”.

——
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-

GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2764, THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOR-
EIGN OPERATIONS AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008; AND H.R. 2771,
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Clerk be authorized to
make technical corrections in the en-
grossment of H.R. 2764 and H.R. 2771, to
include corrections in spelling, punctu-
ation, section number and cross-ref-
erencing, and the insertion of appro-
priate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———————

REPORT ON H.R. 2829, FINANCIAL
SERVICES AND GENERAL GOV-
ERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS
BILL, 2008

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, from
the Committee on Appropriations, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
110-207) on the bill (H.R. 2829) making
appropriations for financial services
and general government for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2008, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the Union Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I yield
to my friend the majority leader for
the purpose of inquiring about the
schedule for next week.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding.

On Monday the House will meet at
12:30 p.m. for morning hour business
and at 2 p.m. for legislative business,
with votes rolled until 6 p.m.

I want to reiterate that, as we did the
other day. It will be 6 p.m. I would
hope that the offices that are covering
the floor, that they remind their Mem-
bers 6 p.m. on Monday will be the
votes. The congressional baseball game
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is at 7:30, and we want to give Members
time to get to the game. It is a fun
event and a collegial event, and we are
going to accommodate that by accel-
erating by half an hour the votes on
Monday at 6 p.m.

We will consider several bills under
suspension of the rules. A complete list
of those bills will be announced later
today.

On Tuesday the House will meet at 9
a.m. for morning hour business and 10
a.m. for legislative business. On
Wednesday and Thursday, the House
will meet at 10 a.m., and on Friday the
House will meet at 9 a.m. We will con-
sider the following fiscal year 2008 ap-
propriations bills: Interior and Envi-
ronment; Financial Services.

I will say to my friends that those
two bills will be considered, and we will
obviously, consistent, hopefully, with
our agreement, try to enter into unani-
mous consent agreements in terms of
the amendments and the timing of
those amendments. And we will see
how the balance of the schedule goes
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I thank
my friend for that information.

And from the fact that you said we
will see how the week goes Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday, I think that
anticipates that at least there is a
chance that with the State-Justice-
Commerce bill’s not being next week,
we may be able to be done on Thurs-
day, and the Members can start their
work period on Friday. Would that be
one of the options that would be a pos-
sibility at least?

And I yield.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend for yielding.

The answer to that is yes. Again, we
are going to complete those two bills
at least. There may be some other leg-
islative business. We don’t know
whether there will be conference re-
ports. As you know, there is a con-
ference on the 9/11 bill and some other
conference reports on other items that
may come forward. But the answer to
your question, I think, is essentially
yes. If we can complete the work that
we have before us prior to Friday,
there may not be a need to meet on
Friday.

Mr. BLUNT. Reclaiming my time, a
couple of other thoughts. I thank you
for that information.

On the conference reports that are
upcoming, the 9/11 conference report is
there.

Mr. HOYER. Lobbying disclosure is
the other.

Mr. BLUNT. I was going to ask about
lobbying reform, if you thought there
was a chance for that. Water Resources
or the competitive science bills, do you
have a report on where those might be?

Mr. HOYER. I really don’t. But be-
cause I don’t have a report, my specu-
lation is that there is not anticipation
that those conferences will be com-
pleted in time to consider conference
reports next week. We don’t have any
report on that.
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I am looking at the person who
knows so much on my staff, Mr.
Cogorno, to make sure that I am mak-
ing a correct representation, but that
is accurate.

Mr. BLUNT. I would also ask, I be-
lieve we announced last week, Madam
Speaker, we thought that we were
going to have the Science-State-Jus-
tice-Commerce bill up next week, and
now we are not. Is there any particular
reason for that that you can share with
me on that?

I yield for a response.

Mr. HOYER. Yes, there is. We had a
lot of discussion about this. As Mr.
OBEY has represented, because of the
reforms that have been adopted and the
transparency that we want to effect,
but also the certification that is nec-
essary for the legitimacy of projects,
the time frame necessary to do the
State-Justice-Commerce was more
than could be accomplished within the
time frame that the staff had available.
As you know, they had to deal with the
Interior and the Financial Services as
well. Science-State-Justice-Commerce
was such that they simply could not
get it done in time. Regrettably, there-
fore, it, too, as the other four bills, one
of which was already scheduled for
July, the defense appropriations bill,
had to be moved to July.

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I thank
my friend for that. And I do believe
that the protracted discussion we had
and the agreement we made on trans-
parency on these bills is a good thing.

Next week’s being a week where we
will be leaving for a district work pe-
riod, we won’t have a chance for this
colloquy, and I am wondering if you
have any sense yet of where we will be
the week we come back after the Inde-
pendence Day break. Should we antici-
pate any appropriations bills that week
or do you have other work that we
might get to that week?

And I would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, Madam Speaker.

It is our expectation that the first
week back, which will be the week of
July 9, I believe, Tuesday, the 10th, at
6:30 p.m., we will not have appropria-
tion bills that week. There will be leg-
islation that week, and we will give no-
tice of that next week so that one can
anticipate it for the week that we come
back from the July break. But we do
not expect appropriation bills to start
until the following week, the week of
July 16.

Mr. BLUNT. I appreciate that. And I
appreciate also that generally that is
the way that it usually works out on a
week where we are coming back from
being in our districts the week before.

Last week you said that we should
anticipate an announcement on an om-
nibus energy bill by the Fourth of July
recess. I am wondering if you have any
more information on that.

And I yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding. Yes. What I said was it is
my expectation that at the end of next
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week, there will be an announcement.
The Speaker has made it very clear
that this is a priority, energy inde-
pendence, and addressing the issue of
global warming is a priority item for
our caucus and, therefore, for the Con-
gress, and that we will be addressing
what we intend to do in July prior to
leaving here for the July break.

Mr. BLUNT. And would that also in-
clude a sense of when that bill would
actually be on the floor when we make
that announcement prior to the Fourth
of July break?

And I yield.

Mr. HOYER. I don’t know that it will
be specific, but certainly it is our hope
and belief that it will be the month of
July.

Mr. BLUNT. And what I believe
would be my last question is on the re-
lated Ways and Means energy tax bill
that I believe in that committee has
about $16 billion of tax increases in it
as part of the energy package. Would
that come up earlier than the rest of
the energy package, or do you expect
that to be on the floor at essentially
the same time?

And I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. That decision has not
been made, but my thought would be it
would come up in close proximity,
whether before, just after, but it would
be considered in very close time frame
to the consideration of the other pieces
of the energy legislation.

Mr. BLUNT. And I believe the gen-
tleman said that you really don’t have
a sense whether these bills would be on
the floor in July or not, and if they are
not on the floor in July, then we would
look at sometime later in the year; is
that correct?

I yield.

Mr. HOYER. No. As I said, it is my
expectation that we will have these
bills on the floor in July.

And if I can, it has been somewhat
complicated, as you can understand, by
the fact that we now have four appro-
priation bills that we anticipated in
June now scheduled for July. So to
that degree, I want to be somewhat
careful about what I represent, because
we are still in the process of deter-
mining the scheduling of all of those
bills.

Mr. BLUNT. That was not a question
designed to go back and try to in any
way create a problem. I think I did not
hear what you said properly the first
time.

Mr. HOYER. July is the expectation.

Mr. BLUNT. That is helpful to me,
and I appreciate the information.

————
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE
25, 2007
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHERMAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?
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There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HON. WESLEY
E. BROWN, UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT COURT JUDGE

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and give recognition to
the life and continued service of the
honorable Wesley E. Brown, United
States District Court judge for the Dis-
trict of Kansas.

Since Judge Brown’s appointment to
the Federal bench by President John F.
Kennedy in 1962, Judge Brown has
served his beloved State of Kansas and
this Nation with great distinction. And
after 45 years of service on the bench,
Judge Brown continues to serve as a
senior judge, coming in each morning
and carrying a full caseload. In fact,
the Federal courthouse in Wichita
could not manage its caseload without
Judge Brown’s service and his commit-
ment.

Prior to his judicial appointment by
President Kennedy, Judge Brown man-
aged to work his way through law
school by taking classes at night in
Kansas City while working during the
day assembling model A cars for the
Ford Motor Company. After losing his
job at Ford during the Great Depres-
sion, he served as Reno County Attor-
ney in Kansas and later enlisted in the
United States Navy to serve in World
War II as a lieutenant, stationed at
Commander Philippines Sea Frontier.

Today I have the honor of intro-
ducing a House resolution which not
only recognizes Judge Brown’s distin-
guished service to our Nation as the
longest-serving Federal judge in Kan-
sas, but also celebrates his 100th birth-
day today.

Judge Brown, your State of Kansas
and this Nation wishes you a very
happy birthday today and thanks you
for your continuing service.
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A TRIBUTE TO CHARLESTON’S
FIREFIGHTERS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
pay my respects, and I know the re-
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spects of all others in this House, to
the nine Charleston, South Carolina,
firefighters who lost their lives this
week while fearlessly and courageously
discharging their duties, and offer my
condolences to the families and friends
who lost loved ones in this great trag-
edy: Captain Billy Hutchinson, Captain
Mike Benke, Captain Louis Mulkey,
engineer Mark Kelsey, assistant engi-
neer Brad Beaity, assistant engineer
Michael French, firefighter James
Drayton, firefighter Brandon Thomas
and firefighter Melven Champaign.
They made a commitment to one of our
Nation’s highest callings, a calling to
service in the face of great danger, and
a call to honor a tradition of heroes.

These fallen firefighters, Mr. Speak-
er, represented more than 100 years of
service to the people they swore an
oath to protect. And the dedication
with which they lived their lives is
something our Nation will not soon
forget.

John Kennedy once said: ‘“‘The cour-
age of life is often a less dramatic spec-
tacle than the courage of a final mo-
ment, but it is no less a magnificent
mixture of triumph and tragedy. A
man does what he must, in spite of per-
sonal consequences, in spite of obsta-
cles and dangers and pressures, and
that is the basis of all morality,”” Ken-
nedy concluded.

In their final moment, Mr. Speaker,
these nine men taught us what true
morality is really all about, a love and
heartfelt concern for one’s neighbors
that provides the strength to rush into
the breach while others are rushing
from it, and a sense of responsibility
that will not allow a man to stand idly
at times when his help is most needed.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the thoughts
and prayers of a grateful Nation are
with the families and friends of these
nine courageous men, firefighters, he-
roes. May their legacy of valor, gal-
lantry, and service be something that
lives on in our country forever.

————

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 110-42)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHERMAN) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
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