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week, there will be an announcement. 
The Speaker has made it very clear 
that this is a priority, energy inde-
pendence, and addressing the issue of 
global warming is a priority item for 
our caucus and, therefore, for the Con-
gress, and that we will be addressing 
what we intend to do in July prior to 
leaving here for the July break. 

Mr. BLUNT. And would that also in-
clude a sense of when that bill would 
actually be on the floor when we make 
that announcement prior to the Fourth 
of July break? 

And I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I don’t know that it will 

be specific, but certainly it is our hope 
and belief that it will be the month of 
July. 

Mr. BLUNT. And what I believe 
would be my last question is on the re-
lated Ways and Means energy tax bill 
that I believe in that committee has 
about $16 billion of tax increases in it 
as part of the energy package. Would 
that come up earlier than the rest of 
the energy package, or do you expect 
that to be on the floor at essentially 
the same time? 

And I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. HOYER. That decision has not 

been made, but my thought would be it 
would come up in close proximity, 
whether before, just after, but it would 
be considered in very close time frame 
to the consideration of the other pieces 
of the energy legislation. 

Mr. BLUNT. And I believe the gen-
tleman said that you really don’t have 
a sense whether these bills would be on 
the floor in July or not, and if they are 
not on the floor in July, then we would 
look at sometime later in the year; is 
that correct? 

I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. No. As I said, it is my 

expectation that we will have these 
bills on the floor in July. 

And if I can, it has been somewhat 
complicated, as you can understand, by 
the fact that we now have four appro-
priation bills that we anticipated in 
June now scheduled for July. So to 
that degree, I want to be somewhat 
careful about what I represent, because 
we are still in the process of deter-
mining the scheduling of all of those 
bills. 

Mr. BLUNT. That was not a question 
designed to go back and try to in any 
way create a problem. I think I did not 
hear what you said properly the first 
time. 

Mr. HOYER. July is the expectation. 
Mr. BLUNT. That is helpful to me, 

and I appreciate the information. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE 
25, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHERMAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE HON. WESLEY 
E. BROWN, UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT COURT JUDGE 

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and give recognition to 
the life and continued service of the 
honorable Wesley E. Brown, United 
States District Court judge for the Dis-
trict of Kansas. 

Since Judge Brown’s appointment to 
the Federal bench by President John F. 
Kennedy in 1962, Judge Brown has 
served his beloved State of Kansas and 
this Nation with great distinction. And 
after 45 years of service on the bench, 
Judge Brown continues to serve as a 
senior judge, coming in each morning 
and carrying a full caseload. In fact, 
the Federal courthouse in Wichita 
could not manage its caseload without 
Judge Brown’s service and his commit-
ment. 

Prior to his judicial appointment by 
President Kennedy, Judge Brown man-
aged to work his way through law 
school by taking classes at night in 
Kansas City while working during the 
day assembling model A cars for the 
Ford Motor Company. After losing his 
job at Ford during the Great Depres-
sion, he served as Reno County Attor-
ney in Kansas and later enlisted in the 
United States Navy to serve in World 
War II as a lieutenant, stationed at 
Commander Philippines Sea Frontier. 

Today I have the honor of intro-
ducing a House resolution which not 
only recognizes Judge Brown’s distin-
guished service to our Nation as the 
longest-serving Federal judge in Kan-
sas, but also celebrates his 100th birth-
day today. 

Judge Brown, your State of Kansas 
and this Nation wishes you a very 
happy birthday today and thanks you 
for your continuing service. 

f 

b 1345 

A TRIBUTE TO CHARLESTON’S 
FIREFIGHTERS 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
pay my respects, and I know the re-

spects of all others in this House, to 
the nine Charleston, South Carolina, 
firefighters who lost their lives this 
week while fearlessly and courageously 
discharging their duties, and offer my 
condolences to the families and friends 
who lost loved ones in this great trag-
edy: Captain Billy Hutchinson, Captain 
Mike Benke, Captain Louis Mulkey, 
engineer Mark Kelsey, assistant engi-
neer Brad Beaity, assistant engineer 
Michael French, firefighter James 
Drayton, firefighter Brandon Thomas 
and firefighter Melven Champaign. 
They made a commitment to one of our 
Nation’s highest callings, a calling to 
service in the face of great danger, and 
a call to honor a tradition of heroes. 

These fallen firefighters, Mr. Speak-
er, represented more than 100 years of 
service to the people they swore an 
oath to protect. And the dedication 
with which they lived their lives is 
something our Nation will not soon 
forget. 

John Kennedy once said: ‘‘The cour-
age of life is often a less dramatic spec-
tacle than the courage of a final mo-
ment, but it is no less a magnificent 
mixture of triumph and tragedy. A 
man does what he must, in spite of per-
sonal consequences, in spite of obsta-
cles and dangers and pressures, and 
that is the basis of all morality,’’ Ken-
nedy concluded. 

In their final moment, Mr. Speaker, 
these nine men taught us what true 
morality is really all about, a love and 
heartfelt concern for one’s neighbors 
that provides the strength to rush into 
the breach while others are rushing 
from it, and a sense of responsibility 
that will not allow a man to stand idly 
at times when his help is most needed. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, the thoughts 
and prayers of a grateful Nation are 
with the families and friends of these 
nine courageous men, firefighters, he-
roes. May their legacy of valor, gal-
lantry, and service be something that 
lives on in our country forever. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 110–42) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SHERMAN) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
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to the Federal Register for publication 
stating that the Western Balkans 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond June 26, 2007. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was 
published in the Federal Register on 
June 23, 2006, 71 FR 36183. 

The crisis constituted by the actions 
of persons engaged in, or assisting, 
sponsoring, or supporting (i) extremist 
violence in the Republic of Macedonia 
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans 
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in 
Bosnia or United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, 
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration 
of a national emergency on June 26, 
2001, in Executive Order 13219 and to 
amendment of that order in Executive 
Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, has not 
been resolved. The acts of extremist vi-
olence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in Executive Order 13219, as 
amended, are hostile to U.S. interests 
and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared with 
respect to the Western Balkans and 
maintain in force the comprehensive 
sanctions to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE June 22, 2007. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF GAL-
LAUDET UNIVERSITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 20 U.S.C. 4303, and the order of 
the House of January 4, 2007, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Members of the House 
to the Board of Trustees of Gallaudet 
University: 

Ms. WOOLSEY, California 
Mr. LAHOOD, Illinois 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED 
STATES NAVAL ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 6968(a), and the order of 
the House of January 4, 2007, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Members of the House 
to the Board of Visitors to the United 
States Naval Academy: 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Maryland 
Mr. CUMMINGS, Maryland 
Mr. KLINE, Minnesota 
Mr. WICKER, Mississippi 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

DEDICATION OF VILLAGE HOMES 
OF WAYZATA, MINNESOTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is a special day in our community 
of Minnesota. Tomorrow is the day we 
welcome four very special new families 
to our community. Tomorrow is the 
day we dedicate and cut the ribbon at 
Wayzata Village Homes, an affordable 
housing complex built by Twin Cities 
Habitat for Humanity. 

As we dedicate these beautiful new 
homes and welcome our new neighbors, 
I’m feeling deeply grateful to live in a 
community of compassionate, caring 
and committed people, people who care 
deeply about people suffering the rav-
ages of poverty, homelessness and hun-
ger, people who reach out to meet the 
housing needs of people in need, people 
like John and Nancy Berg. 

John and Nancy Berg started a fam-
ily foundation several years ago to 
meet the affordable housing needs in 
our community and have contributed 
so generously time after time after 
time. People like Steve and Geri 
Bloomer, who donated the land for 
Wayzata Village Homes. People like 
Wayzata Mayor Andrew Humphrey, the 
members of the Wayzata City Council 
and the Wayzata Housing Authority, 
all of whom have a progressive, en-
lightened and generous approach to ex-
panding access to affordable housing. 

I am also deeply grateful to all the 
sponsors, donors and other partners, as 
well as LaDonna Hoy, Jill Kohler and 
Kim Vohs, and all the staff and volun-
teers at Interfaith Outreach and Com-
munity Partners. Interfaith Outreach 
and Community Partners is truly the 
conscience of our community. I am 
also deeply grateful to Sue Haig, Tony 
Beckstrom, and all of those with Twin 
Cities Habitat for Humanity. Habitat is 
truly the conscience of our entire Na-
tion in meeting the huge need for af-
fordable housing in our country. 

In 1961, on the steps right here at the 
Capitol, in his celebrated inaugural ad-
dress, President John F. Kennedy said: 
‘‘Here on Earth, God’s work must truly 
be our own.’’ In Wayzata, each of these 
wonderful people answered President 
Kennedy’s call. They helped make 
Wayzata Village Homes a reality. They 
answered our community’s call. And 
tomorrow we will celebrate this great 
affordable-housing success story. 

Tomorrow, we will celebrate four new 
families in our community and extend 
a special welcome to the proud new 
residents of Village Homes. 

Nobody will give a more special wel-
come than Rachel Poss. Rachel is a 
fifth grader at Birchview School in 

Plymouth. Rachel certainly touched 
my heart this week with her commu-
nity service project, which was written 
up in the Minneapolis Star Tribune, of 
providing baskets of household items 
to the new families of Village Homes. 

Thank you, Rachel, and to all who 
made this Habitat project a reality. 
You showed us what public service is 
all about. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE MILLERS 
ON 50 YEARS OF MARRIAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Mr. Tom and Mrs. 
Lois Miller on the occasion of their 
50th anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, the institution of mar-
riage is one of the most sacred and ef-
fective traditions in civilized society 
which organizes, holds together and 
perpetuates continuation of civilized 
humanity. And to many it is both a 
civil and religious act. And whereas 
Tom and Lois Miller have shared 50 
years of holy matrimony, I am pleased 
to pause and wish them well. 

Tom and Lois met in McCool, Mis-
sissippi, while teenagers and were mar-
ried after coming to Chicago by Rev-
erend Daniel A. Williams on January 
14, 1957. Tom worked at CELO Steel, 
and later went to the R.C. Cola com-
pany, where he retired after a long, 
satisfying and productive career. 

Lois pursued a career in cosme-
tology, became one of the best in her 
field, and subsequently owned her own 
business, the L & L Beauty Salon, 
which has been in existence for 47 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, Tom and Lois Miller be-
came and still are pillars of their com-
munity. They’ve raised four daughters, 
have four grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. Ever since their mar-
riage they have been rocks of the 
Greater Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church, where they have both dis-
played tremendous leadership, with 
Tom Miller becoming chairman of the 
deacon board. 

They were founding members of the 
4,500 West Congress Block Club in Chi-
cago and have been active in many 
other civic and social endeavors, and 
for the past 10 years have lived in 
Westchester, Illinois, where they have 
immersed themselves in community 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, 50 years is a long time. 
And when you can spend those 50 years 
in a state of peace, happiness and pro-
ductive engagement, you have been 
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