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Jefferson was very clear that once we
overstep the authority that is granted
to us by the Constitution, there is no
limiting factor on us any more in Con-
gress and the Senate can spend what-
ever they want on any purpose that
they want. The Supreme Court has al-
ready opined that they are not going to
be the element to rein us in.

So we, therefore, must, fortunately
or unfortunately, if not going to rein in
ourselves, look to the American public
to be the political process to rein the
Congress back in the manner that the
Constitution and the Founders in-
tended.

Mr. MACK. Mr. Speaker, | want to rise to
thank the gentleman from Utah, Mr. BISHOP,
for reserving time today so that we can dis-
cuss the Constitution, the cornerstone of our
Republic and freedoms we cherish.

Mr. Speaker, as Members of this body, all of
us are sworn to uphold and protect the prin-
ciples outlined in the Constitution. Yet, all too
often, we routinely find ourselves coming to
this floor to vote for measures that directly as-
sault the freedoms outlined in it. We too often
consider legislation that contradicts the Con-
stitution’s core principles of individual freedom
together with limited government.

However, make no mistake: Congress isn’t
the only culprit. It is much more widespread
than that. The Constitution is a document of
limited, delegated powers for all branches of
government. However, we have an executive
branch, whether a Republican or Democratic
administration, that often looks for ways to
grow beyond its constitutionally defined
boundaries. Moreover, Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents are regularly impacted by Federal
agencies with legions of bureaucrats who im-
plement regulation upon regulation, each deal-
ing a blow to their pocketbook and very often
their liberty.

Again and again, we see the Federal Gov-
ernment taking more power away from the
States, effectively leading them to become gi-
gantic, castrated counties solely accountable
to Washington, DC. This is wrong and we
must take steps to begin rolling back the tide.

Finally, we have the judiciary which, under
the principle of checks and balances, is sup-
posed to be the final safeguard of our con-
stitutional liberties. But just last summer,
across the street, five people in black robes
overturned established constitutional principles
by reinterpreting the fifth amendment and the
essence of private property rights. No, Mr.
Speaker, these examples show that this isn’t
simply a congressional problem, this is a na-
tional problem.

With that, | urge my colleagues to take a
moment to remind themselves just why it is
they are here. We must remember that we are
a body of limited, enumerated powers. We are
the first line of defense for our Constitution. As
James Madison said, we are the “guardians of
. . . (the) rights and liberties” of our citizens.
In doing so, we must be willing to question the
merits of every bill.

We must be willing to conduct effective and
rigorous oversight of the administration’s ac-
tivities. We must be sure to question any ini-
tiative that would seek to limit and constrain
the rights of the individual and the States. The
Constitution is the guide for doing just that. By
checking our actions against what is outlined
in the Constitution, we’ll know when our deeds
overstep their limits.
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In closing, Mr. Speaker, | came to Wash-
ington on a platform of freedom—the freedom
that is promised to every citizen of the United
States in our Constitution. The freedom that
makes our Nation a beacon of liberty for the
rest of the world.

Through the work of the Constitution Cau-
cus and others in this Chamber, | believe that
we can get there—to the Founders’ intent: a
federal government of limited powers which
respects and protects the individuals’ various
freedoms. We should all heed the words of
our Nation’s first President, who said, “(t)he
Constitution is the guide which | will never
abandon.”

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DAVIS of Illinois) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. RAMSTAD) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 28 and 29.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. RAMSTAD, for 5 minutes, today.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for
today on account of attending a schol-
arship event in the district.

—————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 1352. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
127 East Locust Street in Fairbury, Illinois,
as the “Dr. Francis Townsend Post Office
Building™.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 52 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, June
25, 2007, at 12:30 p.m., for morning-hour
debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2284. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Self-Insurance
Plans Under the Indian Housing Block Grant
Program [Docket No. FR-4897-F-02] (RIN:
25677-ACH8) received June 13, 2007, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

2285. A letter from the Attorney, Office of
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Procedural Rules for DOE Nuclear Activities
and Occupational Radiation Protection
[Docket No. EH-RM-02-835] (RIN: 1901-A A95)
received June 11, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2286. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s request regarding the use of appro-
priated funds for the implementation of Sec-
tion 1221(a) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

2287. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Great
Lakes Naval Training Center Harbor, North
Chicago, IL [CGDO09-07-012] (RIN: 1625-AA00)
received June 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2288. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone, Keno-
sha Harbor, Kenosha, WI. [CGD09-07-013]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received June 13, 2007, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

2289. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Fire-
works Display, Patuxent River, Calvert
County, MD [CGDO05-07-037] (RIN: 1625-AA00)
received June 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2290. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Baileys
Harbor Fireworks, Baileys Harbor, Baileys
Harbor, WI. [CGD09-07-014] (RIN: 1625-AA00)
received June 13, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2291. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Safety Zone, Keno-
sha Harbor, Kenosha, WI. [CGD09-07-003]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received June 13, 2007, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.
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