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is well. Those are America’s true treas-
ures, and those are the treasures that I
am trying to preserve.

We have to go further in changing
the culture of spending and not expend-
ing funds for any purpose simply be-
cause we think of it or because we say
good things can be done. Better things
can be done when the taxpayers keep
their own money.
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Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. DICKS. This is an amendment
that affects a project in my hometown
of Bremerton, Washington.

The downtown Bremerton Ilibrary
building opened in August 1938. Now,
that may sound recent, but, remember,
Washington has only been a State since
1889. The building was funded under the
Works Progress Administration. The
WPA was one of Franklin Roosevelt’s
principal public works programs that
helped America recover from the Great
Depression. The building is constructed
in an art deco style which was a signa-
ture style during the twenties and thir-
ties and a favorite today of preserva-
tionists across the country. The build-
ing has a large rotunda with skylights.
Because of its distinctive style, the li-
brary remains one of the most attrac-
tive buildings in downtown Bremerton.
Like many art deco buildings, the li-
brary has a very bright color, in this
case a vibrant yellow.

The downtown Bremerton library
was constructed on land that has
housed a library for nearly a hundred
years. When this library opened in 1938,
it served as the main library. The City
of Bremerton and Kitsap County com-
bined their library system in 1955. In
1978, a new headquarters library was
built for the regional system and the
downtown library became a branch li-
brary.

The library in downtown Bremerton
has been undergoing rehabilitation for
the last 1%2 years. The city invested
$100,000 last year in general fund
money and $100,000 from its community
development block grant funds. These
were matched with $100,000 from Kitsap
County and $100,000 from the Gates
Foundation. The moneys were spent re-
placing windows and doors, remodeling
bathrooms, rebuilding the roof and
other structural improvements which
brought the building, to a reasonable
degree at least, up to current building
codes and took care of pressing life/
safety concerns. This year, the city is
spending an additional $200,000 in gen-
eral fund money to replace the existing
heating, cooling and air ventilation
system, to remove asbestos from the
heating plant and associated piping, re-
place much of the building’s plumbing,
and to rewire the entire building for
additional electrical capacity and
other modern communication equip-
ment.
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When I was a kid growing up in
Bremerton, Washington, this was the
library that I used to go to with my
mother and father and my younger
brother, Les. Bremerton is a city where
we have the Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard, probably the most effective and
productive shipyard in the TUnited
States. We have about 10,000 workers
working there, and we have thousands
of sailors who are home-ported in
Bremerton and at the Trident sub-
marine base at Bangor. I would like to
think that this facility would be avail-
able to those men and women serving
us in the military and for all of those
thousands of government employees
who work in the Kitsap County area.
This is a good project. The money that
we are providing, $150,000, will be
matched by the city of Bremerton.
They’ve already put in a lot of addi-
tional money. And this is a partner-
ship. This is one of those good projects
where there’s a partnership.

I urge my colleagues to strongly op-
pose this amendment and to support
this worthy project.

I would also say, again, to the gen-
tleman, this is such a dramatic rever-
sal, what we have done on this side of
the aisle on earmarks from the com-
parison when the other side took
power. In 1994, there were about a thou-
sand earmarks. In 2006, there were
13,000 earmarks.

The other thing I would suggest, too,
it’s one thing to go after the projects of
your colleagues, but the President has
what we would call earmarks, execu-
tive branch earmarks in this budget. If
the gentleman was evenhanded in his
approach, and I think he has been very
fair in how he has selected these
projects, but if he was evenhanded, he
would go after some of the things that
the President requests. As I said, the
Preserve America Program is almost
identical to Save America’s Treasures,
but I don’t notice the gentleman offer-
ing an amendment on that particular
project. No, I don’t want to incentivize
him, but I guess we can’t because there
is a unanimous consent agreement.

But, again, I appreciate what the
gentleman is saying, and it is impor-
tant. Dealing with the entitlements
where two-thirds of our spending is has
got to be done, and I hope that we can
approach those problems just the same
way as the gentleman from XKansas
(Mr. TIAHRT) and I have approached
this problem, with approving only one
in ten of the projects that were re-
quested from our colleagues.

Again, it is our power. Don’t give up
Congress’s power of the Constitution,
which is the power of the purse. That
would be a tragic mistake that would
haunt this House for many years.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HENSARLING).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes
appeared to have it.
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-
mittee will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS) assumed the chair.

——————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill and a concurrent resolution of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 1612. An act to amend the penalty provi-
sions in the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, and for other purposes.

S. Con. Res. 25. Concurrent resolution con-
demning the recent violent actions of the
Government of Zimbabwe against peaceful
opposition party activists and members of
civil society.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

The

——————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

The Committee resumed its sitting.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ANDREWS

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. ANDREWS:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), add the following new section:

SEC. 4 . None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to plan, design,
study, or construct, for the purpose of har-
vesting timber by private entities or individ-
uals, a forest development road in the
Tongass National Forest.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
the order of the House of today, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. AN-
DREWS) and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve a point of order on the
amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. A point of
order is reserved.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr.
yield myself 2% minutes.

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman from Alaska, who no doubt
will oppose this amendment, is a prin-
cipled and fierce advocate for his con-
stituents. And over the years, the tax-
payers of the country have financed
the construction of 5,000 miles of roads

Chairman, I
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