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Qaeda. So we step back and say engage,
engage with consequences Iran, Syria,
give them a date that we won’t be in
that state of Iraq and they with Iraqis
and Saudis and Jordan must step up so
we can be about this world and ensure
our security elsewhere. That’s what
this debate is about.

Mr. HODES. I thank all my col-
leagues, Mr. SESTAK and Mr. ALTMIRE
from Pennsylvania, Mr. KLEIN from
Florida. It has been a truly interesting
discussion tonight focusing on strat-
egy, the complexity of a world that has
changed but which Democrats are fac-
ing with boldness and leadership to
help take our country and the world in
a new direction, to reverse the damage
that’s been done by the administration
and reassert our role as a leader in this
world on our principles and our values,
not merely our military might but
only using our military might in serv-
ice of the good judgment our leaders
exercise in the pursuit of peace.

As we leave for our July 4 recess, 1
want to leave us with this thought. The
Army says that it will leave no soldier
behind. And as we discussed here to-
night, the Democrats in Congress have
committed to leaving no veteran be-
hind. We have voted and passed the big-
gest increase in Veterans’ Administra-
tion spending for health care and need-
ed services in this country’s history.

The chart I have here shows in dra-
matic form what has happened over the
past few years. From 2003 to 2008, the
VA is treating many, many more Iraq
and Afghanistan war veterans. We've
been in a conflict where our soldiers
have been deployed, redeployed, rede-
ployed and redeployed again, two
times, three times, four times. Whereas
compared to World War II, when their
active duty tours were 180 days, they’re
now seeing 15 months, wreaking havoc
on the soldiers and their families at
the same time. As General Odom put it
today, they’re experiencing cata-
clysmic events every day, new kinds of
injuries, polytrauma, traumatic brain
injuries, PTSD have created great com-
plexity in our VA system.

So as we go out on July 4, I would
ask us all to think about what sup-
porting our troops really means. In my
view, supporting our troops means em-
ploying and following a course that is a
real, smart, strategic effort to protect
American security by redeploying our
troops from the middle of a civil war in
which they don’t belong, number one.
That is truly supporting our troops, be-
cause they are owed the policy that the
civilian leaders should be following.
That is what our troops are owed and
our veterans are owed when they come
home, the best that we can give them.
No more broken promises from the
White House. No more broken promises
from the Republicans who have cut the
budgets time and time again, who have
cut health care in the VA, who have
imposed fee increases on our veterans.
No more. We will leave no veteran be-
hind. The Democrats promise that. We
have followed through on our commit-
ment.
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And I am so proud to stand with you
all as Members of the 110th Congress to
help lead this country in a new direc-
tion and be the kind of world leader
that the American people expect and
deserve.

Thank you very much and good
night.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today after noon.

Mr. McNULTY (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of a fu-
neral of a war casualty from the dis-
trict.

Mr. PoOE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 6:45 p.m. on
account of official business.

Mr. GILCHREST (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for June 25 and 26.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. YARMUTH) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. MCDERMOTT,
today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SARBANES, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ELLISON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at the re-
quest of Ms. FOXX) to revise and extend
his remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. REICHERT, for 5 minutes, today.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Concurrent Resolution
179, 110th Congress, I move that the
House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), pursuant to House Concurrent
Resolution 179, 110th Congress, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, July
10, 2007, at 2 p.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2339. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Lactofen; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2006-0178; FRL-8132-9] re-
ceived June 19, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

for 5 minutes,
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2340. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Imidacloprid; Pesticide Tol-
erance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2006-0968; FRIL-8135-5]
received June 19, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2341. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Area
Sources: Acrylic and Modacrylic Fibers Pro-
duction, Carbon Black Production, Chemical
Manufacturing: Chromium Compounds,
Flexible Polyurethane Foam Production and
Fabrication, Lead Acid Battery Manufac-
turing, and Wood Preserving [EPA-HQ-AR-
2006-0897; FRIL.-8330-1] (RIN: 2060-AN44) re-
ceived June 19, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2342. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; North Carolina:
Charlotte, Raleigh-Durham, and Winston-
Salem Areas Second 10-Year Maintenance
Plan for the Carbon Monoxide National Am-
bient Air Quality Standard; Clarification
[EPA-R04-OAR-2005-NC-0002-200538C; FRL-
8328-6] received June 19, 2007, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

2343. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s report on Audit Policy: Frequently
Asked Questions for 2007; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

2344. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-61, ‘‘Cigarette Stamp
Clarification Temporary Act of 2007,” pursu-
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

2345. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-62, ‘‘District of Columbia
School Reform Property Disposition Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2007,
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

2346. A letter from the Clerk of the House
of Representatives, transmitting the annual
compilation of personal financial disclosure
statements and amendments thereto filed
with the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, pursuant to rule XXVI, clause 1, of the
House Rules; (H. Doc. No. —43); to the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct and
ordered to be printed.

2347. A letter from the Fiscal Assistant
Secretary, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s March 2007
“Treasury Bulletin,” pursuant to 26 U.S.C.
9602(a); jointly to the Committees on Ways
and Means, Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, Natural Resources, Energy and Com-
merce, Education and Labor, and Agri-
culture.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. LANTOS: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. H.R. 2420. A bill to declare United
States policy on international climate co-
operation, to authorize assistance to pro-
mote clean and efficient energy technologies
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