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fuel we have. No NOx, no SOk, a third
of the CO,. The whole climate change
issue, natural gas is the biggest, most
significant change we can make. And
we don’t need to lose the Dow Chemi-
cals in the future. We don’t need to
lose the Mill Hall Clay products in the
future. We just have to get out of our
minds that a gas well is not something
that pollutes. It is a hole in the ground
with a pipe in it that lets clean, green
natural gas out.

We need to make sure that we never
have a cartel setting our prices like we
do in oil. Today the oil prices are in
the $70s, because the cartel is in con-
trol. They have been in control for a
couple of years now. They lost control
for a while. They are back in control
today, and they control the price of en-
ergy. We must not let that happen with
natural gas. We have had the highest
natural gas prices in the world for 6
years because it is not a world market.
And we must change that so that we
can compete. We will lose our chemical
plants, our fertilizer plants, our poly-
mer plants, our plastic plants. We will
lose aluminum and steel that we have
left. And I predict, because gas is only
a buck and a quarter in Trinidad, just
a short distance from here, one day on
a ship, we will be making glass and
bricks there and bringing them here,
and the working people of America will
not have a job because of high natural
gas prices.

That is an issue that this Congress
needs to deal with. It is important that
we do not let a cartel form. We can’t
stop that, we can only sell, and we
must continue to sell, but we can pre-
vent it by producing the clean natural
gas that is abundant in this country.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, let me close by simply indi-
cating we have many solutions that
have been offered on the floor, includ-
ing the full addressing of this resolu-
tion, but likely the recognition of nat-
ural gas resources right here in the
United States of America. With that, I
ask my colleagues to support H. Res.
500.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | would first like to commend our dis-
tinguished colleague, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN of
Florida, for introducing this important resolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, the majority of our fellow
Americans first learned about the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries, OPEC, dur-
ing the energy crisis in the 1970s and came
to associate the organization with it. According
to many, the cartel involved in controlling pe-
troleum prices has not served the interests of
America and its allies well.

Recently, several leaders of the major ex-
porters of natural gas have publicly advocated
the establishment of an international cartel
similar to that of OPEC, thus proposing to cre-
ate a ‘Gas OPEC.’

Although the United States currently is
largely self-sufficient in natural gas, our usage
is projected to increase over time, which could
result in a growing dependence on world sup-
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ply. Our European and Asian allies are al-
ready heavily dependent on imported natural
as.

9 The creation of this cartel could pose a
challenge to the balance in the world’s energy
supply which will require a strong diplomatic
response by America.

It is not in America’s interest to have control
of the world’s natural gas supply in the hands
of a few countries. Nor can we allow the major
natural gas exporters, some of whom are cur-
rent or potential adversaries of the United
States, to develop a powerful political weapon
to be used against us and our allies.

The U.S. should vigorously use diplomatic
means to cultivate a constructive dialogue with
countries like Russia, Venezuela, Canada and
Trinidad & Tobago, to name a few, to find a
solution which will best serve the interest of
America and its allies.

This resolution puts on notice those coun-
tries seeking to establish a cartel in natural
gas that the United States will be vigilant in
protecting our economic and political interests.

| strongly support this resolution and urge
my colleagues to do the same.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 500, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 989

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise to ask for unanimous
consent to have my name removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 989.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

———

RECOGNIZING 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CEN-
TRAL ARKANSAS

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 436) recognizing
the 100th anniversary of the University
of Central Arkansas.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 436

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas strives to maintain the highest academic
standards and ensure that its programs re-
main current and responsive to the diverse
needs of those it serves;

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas now has more than 100 undergraduate
courses of study, 33 masters degree pro-
grams, and 3 doctoral programs;

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas serves over 12,300 students, and recog-
nized 1,008 graduates in the spring of 2007;
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Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas serves students from all 75 counties in
Arkansas, more than 35 States, and 55 for-
eign countries;

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas has produced many successful alumni, in-
cluding government officials, business and
community leaders, and professional ath-
letes;

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas has graduated over 52,000 students in its
history;

Whereas many buildings at the University
of Central Arkansas were constructed during
the Great Depression, thus allowing the in-
stitution to play a pivotal role during World
War II as it served as a temporary military
base;

Whereas the first Arkansas educational
television station, now the Arkansas Edu-
cational Television Network, was established
on the campus of the University of Central
Arkansas in 1966;

Whereas the University of Central Arkan-
sas established one of the first honors col-
leges in the United States;

Whereas State Senator Otis Wingo spon-
sored legislation to establish the Arkansas
State Normal School, which was signed into
law on May 14, 1907;

Whereas the Arkansas State Normal
School started as a teacher-training school
with 105 students, and the first commence-
ment ceremony recognized 10 graduates in
1909; and

Whereas, in 1975, the Arkansas State Nor-
mal School was granted university status
and renamed the University of Central Ar-
kansas: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 100th anniversary of the
University of Central Arkansas.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
Foxx) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
material relevant to H. Res. 436 into
the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of the 100th
anniversary of the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas.

The University of Central Arkansas
has gone by a handful of different
names over the years, but its strong
commitment to higher education has
remained consistent. The University of
Central Arkansas had its humble be-
ginnings in 1907 as the Arkansas State
Normal School with only 105 students.
The school started as an entity only to
train teachers, but now that school has
diversified in a way that its founders
would be proud of. The University of
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