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the last throes, if you will, of the in-
surgency.

By then, 1,000 U.S. soldiers were dead.

USA Today, November 24, 2005, the
headline is: Officials more hopeful on
Iraq drawdown. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice told Fox News on
Tuesday that the U.S. would probably
not need to maintain its current troop
levels in Iraq ‘‘very much longer.”

By then, there were 2,000 Americans
dead.

USA Today, January 4, 2006, the
headline is: Bush, Cheney stump seek-
ing public support. Bush met with mili-
tary leaders at the Pentagon and reit-
erated previously announced plans to
cut U.S. troop strength in Iraq. ‘“The
adjustment is underway,”’ he said, sug-
gesting further cuts would come if
Iraqi security forces improved.

By then, 2,200 Americans were dead.

USA Today March 26, 2006, the head-
line is, Rice speaks of possible troop
drawdown. ‘I think it is entirely prob-
able that we will see a significant
drawdown of American forces over the
next year. It’s all dependent on events
on the ground,” the chief American
diplomat said.

By then, 2,300 Americans were dead.

The Washington Post, June 15, 2006,
the headline is: Bush Sees Progress in
Iraq. In a Rose Garden news conference
just over 6 hours after his surprise
whirlwind visit to Baghdad, Bush said,
“I sense something different happening
in Iraq,” and predicted that ‘‘progress
will be steady’ towards achieving the
U.S. mission there.

By then, 2,500 Americans were dead.

USA Today, October 1, 2006, the head-
line: Bush Sees Progress in Iraq War
Effort. President Bush said Saturday
he is encouraged by the increasing size
and capacity of the Iraq security
forces, touting progress on a key meas-
ure for when U.S. troops can come
home.

By then, 2,800 U.S. soldiers had died.

Fox News, Sunday, January 11, 2007,
Chris Wallace interviewed the vice
president:

Mr. Vice President, why should we
believe you this time that you have it
right?

Mr. CHENEY responded, Well, if you
look at what has transpired in Iraq,
Chris, we have in fact made enormous
progress.

By then, 3,000 Americans were dead.

In the months since the Vice Presi-
dent saw enormous progress, another
600 U.S. soldiers had died in Iraq. Over
3,600 U.S. soldiers are dead, 26,000 seri-
ously wounded, and 40,000 will suffer
with post-traumatic stress disorder,
and the White House keeps telling the
American people that we are making
progress.

There is no credibility left whatso-
ever in the White House. None. The
White House cannot whitewash the
truth any longer. The American people
are exasperated by a Commander in
Chief who is blind to what is happening
in Iraq.

U.S. soldiers have not failed, but this
President has. U.S. commanders have
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not failed, but this administration has.
The American people know it and they
want only one new order given: Get
U.S. soldiers out of Iraq. That means
by early spring next year. It would be
a travesty of justice if it takes until
the general election of 2008 for the
American people to throw every Repub-
lican out in order to stop the war. We
are 17 months away from a new Presi-
dent being sworn into office. That is
another 2,000 U.S. casualties if we fol-
low this President. Ten soldiers are
dying every day. Ninety soldiers are
gravely wounded every day. A hundred
civilian Iraqis die. How many more
must die before we stand up for our sol-
diers? Before we stand up for our na-
tional interests and get our soldiers
out of Iraq? Bring them home.

Mr. Speaker, we have got to get the
President to bring them home. We also
ought to think about how many Iraqis
have died in this whole thing.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

HONORING DR. BILL MCGAVRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Bill McGavran
for his 30 years of service as a neuro-
surgeon in Midland, Texas.

Thousands of citizens in West Texas
owe Dr. McGavran a debt of gratitude
for his tireless work. Nearly every
night for 25 years Dr. McGavran served
as the on-call neurosurgeon in the ER,
saving countless lives.

Dr. McGavran’s commitment to help-
ing others reaches beyond Texas. He
has shared his skills with colleagues
and patients half a world away in im-
poverished communities in South
America.

Prior to his residency, he served in
the United States Navy off the coast of
Vietnam and Japan. Dr. McGavran is
also an active member of the Midland
community as deacon of the First Pres-
byterian Church and member of the
symphony and chorale board of direc-
tors.

He is devoted husband to Gloria
McGavran and father of two daughters,
Catherine and Melissa.

The 11th District of Texas owes great
thanks to Dr. McGavran for his exem-
plary service to the community and his
patients, and I am proud to represent
him in the Congress of the United
States.

———
IRAQ POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, even for
those convinced the surge in Iraq is a
mistake, or at a point where our goals
cannot realistically be attained, the
manner in which we implement a deci-
sion to leave that country is critical to
our Nation. How the United States
manages its transition from a major
war to the aftermath of our withdrawal
is crucial for our strategic security.

And therefore, a Congress mandating
a new security policy through the force
of law owes a careful explanation to
the country why and how it is to be
done, including dealing with what
would occur in the aftermath.

Americans may be tired of this war,
but as a group they still expect it to be
brought to an end that salvages as
much as possible from the situation
and protects our broader interests in
the region and the world.

This strategic approach is not just
about ‘‘getting the troops home.”
Rather, the important concept to pur-
sue is a strategic redeployment from
Iraq that enhances our security by giv-
ing us the leverage to begin to unify
Iraqis and bring about a regional ac-
commodation that works toward that
nation’s stability.

However much Americans may desire
to reduce forces in Iraq quickly, this
Nation must still face the aftermath of
what will happen in the region after re-
deployment by the force of law. And
while some may try to characterize
this as President Bush’s war, it is the
whole country’s war in terms of how its
consequences will affect us. For exam-
ple, a careless redeployment due to
haste most endangers our 160,000 troops
and estimated over 100,000 civilian con-
tractors in Iraq.

Withdrawal is when military forces
are at their most vulnerable, some-
thing our Nation paid heed to when it
took the 6 months necessary to rede-
ploy less than 10,000 troops safely from
Somalia in the 1990s. In Iraq, there is
one road to Kuwait for thousands of
convoys and much planning left to do
for such a redeployment to occur safe-
ly.

And some ideas for a drawdown will
prove less viable than some assume.
For instance, maintaining residual
forces to train Iraqgis may well not
work for the safety of U.S. troops em-
bedded in an Iraqi military whose loy-
alty is suspect at best and fighting mo-
tivation questionable. Would we then
need to retain large combat forces for
their protection, and if so, how many?

Let’s therefore understand the full
limitations of such ideas before sup-
porting them without careful strategic
thought.

Such strategic considerations sug-
gest that the precise shape of a strat-
egy to redeploy matters a great deal.
Responsibility should be assigned: To
the Iraqis to assume accountability for
their country; to regional nations to
demonstrate accommodations towards
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