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Development and Infrastructure for Housing 
Act of 2007.’’ I am joined in this effort by my 
colleagues, Chairman BARNEY FRANK, Rep-
resentatives DALE KILDEE, DAN BOREN, and 
RICK RENZI who I want to thank for their sup-
port. 

This legislation will help Native Americans 
build stronger and better communities all 
across America. The demonstration project 
embodied in this bill will help Native Ameri-
cans build not only improved neighborhoods, 
but the economic infrastructure to support 
those communities in some of the most rural 
and impoverished areas in America. 

Currently, communities that receive direct 
funding from the Community Development 
Block Grant program may borrow or issue 
bonded debt for up to five times their annual 
CDBG allocation. This is known as the Section 
108 loan guarantee program and encourages 
economic development, housing rehabilitation, 
public facilities and large-scale physical devel-
opment projects. 

Title VI of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act, 
NAHASDA, is similar to the Section 108 stat-
ute and allows tribes to borrow or issue bond-
ed debt for up to five times their annual 
NAHASDA allocation for housing purposes 
only. The Title VI program has been underuti-
lized in part because the eligible projects are 
strictly limited to activities that do not generate 
sufficient income to pay back these loans. 

We all know that economic development 
and infrastructure needs are acute in Indian 
Country. This legislation gives tribes the same 
access to vital economic and infrastructure re-
sources that non-tribal communities currently 
use. 

Under this program, an applicant would 
have to demonstrate to the Secretary that 70 
percent of the benefit of the proposed project 
would go to ‘‘low-income Indian families on In-
dian reservations and other Indian areas.’’ 
This is similar to the CDBG program, which 
requires that 70 percent of a project’s benefit 
be for low- and moderate-income families, and 
ensures that proposed projects meet the need 
of the communities we all seek to support. 

I urge my colleagues to join us in spon-
soring this legislation so that we can support 
the efforts of local tribal communities as they 
work to improve their infrastructure and econo-
mies and to increase opportunities for Native 
American families. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF ROBERT E. 
SWEENEY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Congressman Rob-
ert E. Sweeney, whose tenacious pursuit of 
peace, justice and equality reached not only 
Cleveland and Northeast Ohio, but around the 
world. 

As a Member of Congress, Robert sup-
ported the Voting Rights Act and fought to 
eliminate the social problems that plagued our 
country. As a county commissioner, he was in-
strumental in creating Cuyahoga County’s 
public defender office, and helped to develop 
Playhouse Square into one of the largest en-
tertainment districts in the Nation. 

As a litigator, Robert fiercely defended the 
public health and safety, and ensured that all 
people were treated equally. He was one of 
the first lawyers in the Nation to uncover the 
asbestos problem. He also became an out-
spoken advocate for peace in Northern Ire-
land, and was responsible for pushing the 
issue into the national spotlight. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembering Congressman Robert E. 
Sweeney for his career in public service. Rob-
ert was a dear friend whose humor and per-
sonality touched thousands of lives. May his 
dedication to creating a more vibrant North-
east Ohio and a more peaceful world serve as 
an example to us all. 
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HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 
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Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Mr. Dan Fette of Denton, 
Texas on starting Dan Fette Builders, Inc. 

Mr. Fette graduated from Texas A&M with a 
BS in Building Construction and a MS in Con-
struction Management. He worked in the con-
struction industry for many years before start-
ing his own company. He set out with the goal 
to build a few really great houses. He wanted 
to be able to focus all of his attention on one 
house so the customer would be exceptionally 
pleased. 

Mr. Fette is currently the chairman of the 
Green Building Program of the Home Builders 
Association (HBA) of Greater Dallas and will 
soon become the president of the HBA Den-
ton Division. The goal of the HBA’s Green 
Building Program is to bring more energy effi-
cient and environmentally friendly homes to 
the Metroplex. This local effort is being sup-
ported by the Green Building Initiative (GBI) 
and the National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB), which will provide area builders with 
resources and technical support. Additionally, 
the Green Building Program will maintain a 
database of ‘‘green builders’’ and ‘‘green built’’ 
homes in the area for potential homebuyers. 

In addition, Mr. Fette is a member of Green 
Built North Texas, a voluntary partnership of 
local home builders, industry supporters, and 
sponsors committed to creating awareness 
and interest in the construction of higher-per-
formance, lower-impact residential homes in 
North Central Texas. Members of Green Built 
North Texas work to meet the highest stand-
ards in relation to site management, waste re-
cycling, water efficiency, indoor air quality, en-
ergy efficiency, materials, and homeowner 
education. 

In an age when energy conservation is at a 
critical point, I am honored to represent a man 
who is using his talents and skills in construc-
tion, to better our community. I extend my sin-
cere congratulations to Mr. Dan Fette for start-
ing his own company, Dan Fette Builders, Inc. 
I wish him success in the future. 

IN RECOGNITION OF TOM AND 
PEGGY RICE 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize the 
Tom and Peggy Rice for being awarded the 
WFTW Humanitarian Award for 2007. 

Radio station WFTW News Talk 1260, one 
of the oldest AM news and talk radio stations 
in Northwest Florida, has chosen Tom and 
Peggy Rice in recognition for their extraor-
dinary contributions to countless local fund 
raising efforts. 

Tom and Peggy own the Magnolia Grill, a 
restaurant in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. Lo-
cated in a historic home built in 1910, the 
Magnolia Grill is revered as a local gem for its 
true southern charm, delicious cuisine, and 
local historic memorabilia. 

Over the past several years, Tom and 
Peggy have worked tirelessly to help raise 
funds for numerous non-profit organizations 
throughout the community. On Saturday morn-
ings, they host pancake breakfast fund raisers 
and donate all the food, beverages, supplies, 
and labor for the event. 

The Humanitarian Award, an antique street 
corner clock, sits proudly on display in the 
lobby of the Magnolia Grill for restaurant pa-
trons to see. On the face of the clock, is a 
plaque acknowledging Tom and Peggy for 
their involvement within the community. 

As remarkable philanthropists, the Rice’s 
generosity and commitment to service have 
helped to create a better life for the citizens of 
Northwest Florida and have made an impres-
sion that will last a lifetime. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize 
Tom and Peggy Rice for their exemplary com-
munity service and wish them both continued 
success and happiness. 
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IN MEMORY OF RICH HERZOG 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2007 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today as the former Sheriff of King Country, 
Washington, to pay tribute to one of my King 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputies, Richard 
Herzog, who was senselessly killed in the line 
of duty five years ago this month in the City 
of Newcastle. 

As a Sheriff’s Deputy, Rich had an unwaver-
ing dedication to the community he served. He 
made the ultimate sacrifice on June 22, 2002, 
when his firearm was taken from him. He was 
shot while protecting the citizens around him. 
America lost a true hero that day and it is an 
honor to recognize him here today. 

Until a few years ago, I was one of the 
870,000 sworn law enforcement officers in this 
country. I am familiar with the struggles that 
law enforcement officers face each day—even 
after facing the most threatening cir-
cumstances and risking their lives, officers re-
turn to duty at the beginning of their next shift 
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