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IN RECOGNITION OF MISS JAMIE 
LANGLEY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to the accomplish-
ments of Ms. Jamie Langley, who was 
crowned Miss Alabama on June 10th, 2007. 

Miss Langley, 23, is a senior majoring in 
communications at Jacksonville State Univer-
sity and a graduate of Wadley High School. 
Her parents, Jeff and Mailey Langley, reside in 
the community of Forester’s Chapel just out-
side of Wadley, AL. Jamie’s efforts to promote 
heart health and the development of healthy 
habits are an excellent example to her peers 
and the young women of Alabama. 

I would like to congratulate Jamie on this 
memorable occasion and wish her the best of 
luck in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING DR. NORMAN E. 
BORLAUG UPON THE AWARD OF 
HIS CONGRESSIONAL GOLD 
MEDAL 

HON. CHET EDWARDS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a very special American; a 
husband, father, grandfather, agricultural pio-
neer, and Nobel Peace Prize winner. To his 
family, he’s Norman Borlaug, Daddy, or Two 
Daddy. For us, we now add ‘‘winner of the 
Congressional Gold Medal’’ to his many titles 
and accolades. 

Joining many of my colleagues, I was proud 
to support the Dr. Norman E. Borlaug Act of 
2006 presenting the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Dr. Borlaug, in recognition of his en-
during contributions to the United States and 
the world. In 1970, Dr. Borlaug was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his successful ef-
forts to find a high yielding, disease-resistant 
wheat, which was mass produced in devel-
oping nations across the world to combat 
mass starvation. 

It is with pleasure that I take the time to 
honor this great man, who, despite his 
unrivaled achievements maintained his humil-
ity and was always motivated by the greater 
good. Dr. Borlaug’s agricultural achievements 
to combat hunger have saved countless lives 
and inspired others to follow in his footsteps. 
It is an honor to represent an American hero 
whose life and work has made the world a 
better place by elevating the human condition. 

Dr. Borlaug’s untiring efforts to feed the 
hungry stem from his college years during the 
Great Depression, when he earned meals by 
waiting tables in a restaurant. After World War 

II, his research to find ways to increase wheat 
yields developed a shorter plant which was 
easier to harvest, and that gave more food to 
people in Mexico. Before long, Dr. Borlaug 
was in demand both for cultivating the land 
and in consulting with world leaders. 

Dr. Borlaug once said there is no magic in 
high-yielding seed, that people just have to 
know how to grow, when to plant, how to con-
trol weeds and how to manage water. He may 
be right about that, but Dr. Borlaug’s almost 
magical ability to bring people together to 
learn how to produce food has been a bless-
ing to millions. With humble thanks, I con-
gratulate Dr. Borlaug on the occasion of the 
Congressional Gold Medal, an honor well-de-
served for his scientific advancements that 
have reshaped the world for the better. 

DR. NORMAN E. BORLAUG 
Known as the father of the Green Revolu-

tion, Norman Ernest Borlaug was born in 1914 
on a farm near Cresco, Iowa. After completing 
his early education in his hometown, he went 
on to study forestry and plant pathology at the 
University of Minnesota, where he earned his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees and com-
pleted his doctorate in 1942. After two years 
as a microbiologist with the DuPont de Ne-
mours Foundation, he took on the challenge of 
leading the wheat improvement efforts of the 
Cooperative Mexican Agricultural Program, 
sponsored by the Mexican government and 
the Rockefeller Foundation. 

In Mexico, Dr. Borlaug’s scientific knowl-
edge found expression in a humanitarian mis-
sion: developing improved grain varieties to 
feed the hungry people of the world. A prac-
tical, energetic, hands-on researcher, Dr. 
Borlaug worked in the fields alongside farm 
workers, students, and interns, sharing his 
knowledge as well as the labor of producing 
food crops. During his twenty years in Mexico, 
Dr. Borlaug and his colleagues perfected a 
dwarf wheat variety that could produce large 
amounts of grain, resist diseases, and resist 
lodging—the bending and breaking of the stalk 
that often occurs in high-yielding grains. Under 
Dr. Borlaug’s guidance, this new wheat was 
planted with great success, not only in Mexico, 
but also in India and Pakistan. In subsequent 
years, the wheat was planted in nations in 
Central and South America, the Near and Mid-
dle East, and Africa. 

In 1964, Dr. Borlaug was appointed director 
of the Wheat Research and Production Pro-
gram at the then newly established Inter-
national Maize and Wheat Improvement Cen-
ter (CIMMYT) near Mexico City. This position 
allowed him to expand his teaching mission. 
He shared his immense knowledge of re-
search and production methods with thou-
sands of young scientists from all over the 
world, ‘‘seeding’’ agricultural production in their 
home countries with new ideas and new pro-
ductivity. 

Despite having received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1970—and, over the years, multitudi-
nous honors and recognitions from univer-
sities, governments, and organizations world-
wide—Dr. Borlaug remains a deeply humble 

and practical man who has been as productive 
after winning this major honor as he was be-
fore. 

He came to Texas A&M University in 1984 
as Distinguished Professor of International Ag-
riculture and has continued to teach and in-
spire young scientists at Texas A&M and at 
CIMMYT. Hailed as having saved more lives 
than anyone else in the history of mankind, 
Dr. Borlaug cites as one of his most prized 
tributes the naming of a street in his honor in 
Ciudad Obregon, Sonora, Mexico—the site of 
some of his earliest research projects. 

f 

STRIKING TIAHRT AMENDMENT— 
SUPPORT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to support striking the Tiahrt Amendment and 
to enter into the record an editorial from to-
day’s Washington Post, ‘‘Follow the Guns—It’s 
time for Congress to free up the data on fire-
arms.’’ 

I serve as a co-chair for the Congressional 
Task Force Against Illegal Guns. This bipar-
tisan group was formed to support the Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns, whose current primary 
focus is striking the Tiahrt Amendment. The 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns, which is also a 
bipartisan group has over 220 members and 
the support of several local and national police 
organizations. 

I strongly agree that action is needed now 
to address the issue with the trafficking of ille-
gal guns and striking the Tiahrt Amendment is 
a good step. At the heart of this issue, is the 
gun trace data that is maintained by the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF). 
Not too long ago, back in 2002 to be exact, 
ATF released gun trace data which helped law 
enforcement identify illegal gun dealers. That 
all changed, and now the police agencies in 
this country that work so hard every day to in-
vestigate crimes can’t fully do their jobs. This 
does not make any sense. The police agen-
cies need gun trace data information and Con-
gress needs to ensure that they get it. 

Some would argue that this is a Second 
Amendment issue. It simply is not. This issue 
is solely about fighting crime to protect Ameri-
cans. Everyday in cities all across our great 
country, people are harmed and often lose 
their lives because criminals gained access to 
illegal guns. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
this crime fighting effort. I applaud the Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns and the police organiza-
tions who are fighting this issue to decrease 
crime and improve the streets of America. 

[From the Washington Post, July 11, 2007] 
FOLLOW THE GUNS—IT’S TIME FOR CONGRESS 

TO FREE UP THE DATA ON FIREARMS 
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives (ATF) used to release anal-
yses of data gained by tracing the history of 
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guns used in crimes. These reports yielded 
valuable information for local law enforce-
ment officials, researchers and the public. 
Some of the results were startling: For ex-
ample, 57 percent of crime guns came from 
1.2 percent of licensed dealers, the ATF esti-
mated in 2000. The guns the bad guys use 
don’t just come from the black market, in 
other words; a huge proportion come from a 
handful of unscrupulous vendors. 

But since Rep. Todd Tiahrt (R-Kan.) added 
a rider to the Justice Department’s budget 
in 2003, the ATF has been prohibited from 
sharing such gun-trace information with the 
public, keeping additional insights that 
might be gained from the data out of public 
view and making it harder for local authori-
ties to connect the dots. Every year since, 
the so-called Tiahrt Amendment has gotten 
more restrictive, narrowing the ability of 
local police to gain access to or apply gun- 
trace information. The worst iteration yet 
came last month, when the Senate Appro-
priations Committee approved a version 
from Sen. Richard C. Shelby (R-Ala.) that 
threatens to put police officers in prison if 
they use federal gun-trace data for any pur-
pose other than to advance specific, ‘‘bona 
fide criminal investigations’’—for 
proactively tracking and interdicting illicit 
guns, for example, or identifying problem 
gun sellers. 

The House Appropriations Committee is 
scheduled to consider a less restrictive, but 
still odious, provision tomorrow. The panel 
should remove the Tiahrt language, and the 
House Democratic leadership should encour-
age its members to do so. District Mayor 
Adrian M. Fenty (D) and New York Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg (I) yesterday called 
for repeal at a joint news conference, and 
their cause is backed by more than 200 other 
mayors and scores of law enforcement orga-
nizations and police chiefs. Striking the 
Tiahrt rider is not about chipping away at 
Second Amendment rights. It is about em-
powering local authorities to do basic police 
work. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE POLISH 
AMERICAN CONGRESS, OHIO DI-
VISION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Polish American Congress, 
Ohio Division, for their many years of service 
to the Polish-American community in the great 
State of Ohio. 

The Polish American Congress, since its 
founding in 1944, has been a symbol of the 
strong relationship between the United States 
and Poland, and a testament to the contribu-
tions of the rich Polish culture. 

For many years the Polish American Con-
gress has worked to unite and to support 
Americans of Polish origin in the United 
States, regardless of political, religious, or 
other affiliation. This great organization pro-
vides all Polish groups of Ohio the opportunity 
to express pride and celebrate their heritage 
and culture through educational, artistic and 
cultural events. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring the Polish American Congress, 
Ohio Division, for their continuing support of 
the Polish American people in Ohio, and for 
their important efforts in helping people to con-
nect to their heritage. 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL KELLY 
DULLE FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Michael Kelly Dulle, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 601, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Michael has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
years Michael has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Michael Kelly Dulle for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF SALEM 
FOR BEING DESIGNATED A PRE-
SERVE AMERICA COMMUNITY 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the City of Salem, OR for being rec-
ognized as a community proud of its heritage, 
proud of its history, and committed to pre-
serving its historic resources so that they may 
be enjoyed for generations to come. 

I was not surprised to learn that First Lady 
Laura Bush and the Preserve America Initia-
tive had recognized Salem for its historic and 
cultural preservation efforts and had named 
the city a Preserve America Community. I 
grew up in Salem and know that it is exactly 
the type of community that we want to pre-
serve. 

Salem, Oregon’s capital is one of Oregon’s 
oldest communities. It grew as a pioneer set-
tlement around the Oregon Institute that is 
now Willamette University, and Salem’s loca-
tion in the center of the fertile Willamette Val-
ley has allowed it to play an important role in 
Oregon’s agricultural economy since state-
hood. 

Over the past few years, a 33-member citi-
zens’ taskforce created the Downtown Revital-
ization Toolbox which has sought to address 
vacancy and rehabilitation concerns in the His-
toric Downtown by providing matching grants 
for historic building improvement projects. 
Through public-private partnerships, thou-
sands of volunteer hours have been logged 
and over $8.5 million invested in Salem’s His-
toric Downtown District. 

There is a saying that good citizens are the 
riches of a city. Knowing the effort that has 
been made by the citizens of Salem to pre-
serve historic treasures and create economic 
opportunities for local businesses, I can safely 
say that Salem is a wealthy city indeed. 

I invite all my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the City of Salem and the other 

communities across the country that have 
been designated as Preserve America Com-
munities. It is through their efforts that our col-
lective history and culture will be secured for 
future generations. 

f 

NEW YORK CARIBNEWS ARTICLE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the RECORD an article published 
in the New York CaribNews, for the week end-
ing July 10, titled ‘‘President George Bush to 
Send U.S. Secretary of Education, Margaret 
Spellings to Caribbean.’’ While the Caribbean 
Community—CARICOM—nations were in the 
United States last month, they highlighted the 
education challenges the region is facing. The 
article discusses Secretary of Education 
Spellings’ upcoming visit to the region fol-
lowing up on their concerns, in the hopes of 
developing a cooperative solution to boost 
CARICOM’s educational systems. 

The Secretary’s trip will focus on the need 
to foster stronger tertiary educational systems 
throughout the region. By sharing our experi-
ences in addressing the challenges of edu-
cation, we can strengthen our efforts to reach 
the goal of better education for all throughout 
the region. Quality education for all is a recipe 
for growth and innovation that leads to eco-
nomic and social development. Education is a 
way out of poverty and fosters democracy, as 
well as respect for human rights. 

In her visit to the CARICOM nations, I also 
encourage her to visit the nation of Haiti. This 
country is the most economically vulnerable of 
the CARICOM states and would benefit great-
ly from methodologies to address their edu-
cation challenges. Haiti is a nation of 9 million 
habitants and it is estimated that more than 
half of the population is unable to read and 
write. This trend cannot continue due to the in-
creased interdependency of countries caused 
by globalization. It does not benefit the United 
States or the Western Hemisphere to continue 
to leave behind the thousands of Haitian chil-
dren each year by allowing illiteracy to prevail. 
Lack of education leads to poverty and it is my 
contention that poverty puts the security of the 
region at risk. 

I cannot underscore enough the importance 
of a consistent and progressive relationship 
between the United States and the Caribbean. 
Educational collaboration with our partners in 
the western hemisphere will lead to higher liv-
ing standards and stronger democracies. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH TO SEND U.S. SEC-

RETARY OF EDUCATION, MARGARET 
SPELLINGS, TO CARIBBEAN 

(By Tony Best) 
U.S. Secretary of Education is going to Ja-

maica, Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and 
their neighbors to see how they can work to-
gether to boost CARICOM’s educational sys-
tem. 

Margaret Spellings, the first mother of 
school-aged children to serve as Education 
Secretary, is being sent to the region by 
President George Bush. 

The proposed visit is a follow up to the re-
cent summit in Washington between the 
United States chief executive and CARICOM 
leaders held at the State Department in 
Washington in June. 
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