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Last, we should place new emphasis
on local and provincial elections in
Iraq.

I raise these issues because I do not
believe we can precipitously pull out of
Iraq, nor should we. But I think we
have to recognize the situation on the
ground for what it is and facilitate it
before we see more mass sectarian vio-
lence taking place. We can do this and,
in a civil fashion, save lives. That is
what this is about. It is about saving
lives.

We have seen this play before. We
have seen it recently in Yugoslavia. We
are seeing it today in Sudan. Why can’t
we see this and say we are going to
save lives by facilitating this rather
than creating a combustible situation
that blows up on us later. This is con-
sistent with the Iraqi Constitution. It
is a more robust political solution
which matches our need militarily on
the ground.

I finally, say, Mr. President, I have
traveled the country a lot. I hear a
number of people out there. They don’t
want to lose in Iraq, but they don’t see
us on a track to win. What they are
after is us coming together here to pro-
vide that solution of how we can win.
What I am talking about is a political
solution that is as aggressive as our
military solution. The military gives
us space for the political side to act.
But we have to get it moving, and that
is a situation where we can win and we
can go to the American people and say
we are on track to win and be able to
pull our forces from the frontlines and
reduce the death loss we are experi-
encing as a country, that my State is
experiencing, that the Big Red One sta-
tioned at Fort Riley, KS, is experi-
encing.

We can do this. We need to show
some foresight and bipartisanship to
get it done. That is why I call, along
with my colleague, Senator BIDEN, for
this proposal, and I urge other col-
leagues to join us as well.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

————

SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 1585

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and Senator LUGAR, I
send to the desk an amendment to H.R.
1585.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
amendment is considered submitted.

——
EFFORTS TO STALL PROGRESS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to outline some of the legislative
activities of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Some would rather pick fights about
controversial judicial nominees. The
disappointing decisions from this
year’s Supreme Court term remind us
that this President has been quite suc-
cessful in moving the Federal courts to
the right. This President has not only
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appointed two members of the Supreme
Court but has also already appointed
almost one-third of the 87l-member
Federal judiciary. When the appoint-
ments of his father and other Repub-
lican Presidents are considered, more
than two-thirds of all current Federal
judges were appointed by Republican
Presidents.

Of course, the Judiciary Committee
has been engaged in oversight efforts
this year with regard to the U.S. attor-
ney scandal and other examples of
White House interference with Federal
law enforcement. Despite the attitude
of the current administration, our Con-
stitution does not include the phrase
“unitary executive” or ‘‘executive
privilege.”” What the U.S. Constitution
does provide in the oath of office is
that the President must swear to
“faithfully execute the Office of Presi-
dent of the United States’” and ‘‘pre-
serve, protect and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States.” His essen-
tial duties require him to ‘‘take care
that the Laws be faithfully executed.”
I have great concern with regard to
how this administration is fulfilling
those essential duties. The political in-
trusion into the law enforcement func-
tions of the Government through the
scheme to fire and replace our U.S. at-
torneys is most troubling.

The recent decision to override a
prosecution, jury trial, conviction and
prison sentence for one of his aides, to
excuse his lying to Federal investiga-
tors and a grand jury and his perjury,
and to reward his silence and purport-
edly bad memory seems an abuse of the
constitutional pardon power. The lack
of accountability for anyone in the
Bush administration has reached new
heights—or depths.

The secret determination to ignore
our surveillance laws and engage in
yvears of warrantless wiretapping of
Americans is another instance we are
investigating that appears at odds with
the Constitution’s directive to ‘‘take
care that the Laws be faithfully exe-
cuted”’” and that the liberties of the
American people secured by the Con-
stitution be protected.

While our oversight efforts have
taken a good deal of time and effort,
we have simultaneously succeeded in
an ambitious legislative agenda. That
is what I would like to focus on for a
few minutes. While the committee has
been productive in reporting a number
of bipartisan measures to the Senate,
Republican holds have to date been
blocking Senate action on these meas-
ures.

Republican holds and filibusters have
not been limited to obstructing our ef-
forts to support our troops, rebuild our
National Guard, and bring an end to
the failed policies that have led to the
deaths of so many in a civil war in
Iraq.

Let me mention a few examples of
beneficial legislation that are being
stalled, as well:

We just observed the 41st anniversary
of the Freedom of Information Act
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“FOIA” on July 4. An important bipar-
tisan FOIA reform measure—the Open-
ness Promotes Effectiveness in our Na-
tional Government Act, the OPEN Gov-
ernment Act, S. 849,—was favorably re-
ported in April. Its consideration has
been blocked by a Republican objec-
tion.

The OPEN Government Act promotes
and enhances the public disclosure of
government information pursuant to
FOIA. This legislation will also provide
much-needed reforms to strengthen
FOIA by, among other things, helping
Americans to obtain timely responses
to their FOIA requests and improving
transparency in the Federal Govern-
ment’s FOIA process.

This bill is cosponsored by a bipar-
tisan group of 14 Senators, including
my lead Republican cosponsor Senator
CORNYN. The OPEN Government Act is
also supported by more than 115 open
government, business and news media
organizations from across the political
and ideological spectrum, including,
the American Library Association, the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
OpenTheGovernment.org, Public Cit-
izen, the Republican Liberty Caucus,
the Sunshine in Government Initiative
and the Vermont Press Association.

The passage and enactment of this
important FOIA reform legislation will
improve government transparency and
openness for all Americans. The bill
has now been stalled by Republican ob-
jection for several weeks.

A second measure the committee re-
ported months ago that has been
stalled by unspecified objection from
the other side of the aisle is The War
Profiteering Prevention Act of 2007, S.
119. This bill provides a significant new
tool for Federal law enforcement to
combat the scourge of war profiteering,
which is needed now more than ever
given the ongoing reports of rampant
fraud, waste, and abuse in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. The bill now has the sup-
port of Senator SESSIONS, after being
modified to eliminate potential objec-
tions to specific language in the bill
and we have circulated an amendment
to combine it with the Sessions-
Landrieu Emergency and Disaster As-
sistance Fraud Penalty Enhancement
Act of 2007, S. 863, to be a legislative
package that should win overwhelming
bipartisan Senate support. Passage of
this measure is long overdue and is
being blocked by unspecified Repub-
lican objection.

A third measure that the Judiciary
Committee unanimously reported was
the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crimes Act, S. 535. This is a good bill,
authored by Senator DobpD and Rep-
resentative JOHN LEWIS in the House.
The Senate bill and Senate consider-
ation of the House-passed companion
measure have been blocked by yet an-
other Republican objection.

These are just three examples of mat-
ters currently being delayed and ob-
structed by unspecified objection from
the other side of the aisle. The Amer-
ican people may begin to see a pattern.
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