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number of minority children that participate in
the program has decreased even more dras-
tically.

In 2006, 6.7 million of America’s children re-
ceived health care benefits through SCHIP; of
these, 6.2 million came from families whose
income was less than $33,200 a year for a
family of three. SCHIP working in conjunction
with Medicaid through State programs pro-
vides necessary preventive, primary and acute
health care services for the lowest income
children and those with disabilities. Overall,
these programs service more than 30 million
children.

Children living in both rural and urban areas
benefit from the SCHIP program. In rural
areas, one in three children is covered either
through SCHIP or Medicaid. In spite of this
statistic, 17 percent of the children living in
these areas remain uninsured. In urban areas
one in four children has healthcare coverage
through SCHIP or Medicaid, but 19 percent
continue to be uninsured.

SCHIP also helps to reduce the number of
uninsured minority children. The percentage of
low-income African-American and Hispanic
children without insurance decreased between
1996 and 2005 because of this program. Prior
to SCHIP’s enactment, approximately 30 per-
cent of Latino children, 20 percent of African-
American children, and 18 percent of Asian-
American and Pacific Islander children were
uninsured. By 2004, those numbers had
dropped to 21 percent, 12 percent, and 8 per-
cent respectively.

Mr. Speaker, let's not undermine the pur-
pose of the SCHIP program. We have a re-
sponsibility to our children to provide them
with one of the most basic needs in our soci-
ety, equal access to health care. Let us not ig-
nore the great strides that SCHIP has made in
reducing the number of uninsured children.
Reauthorize the SCHIP program and keep our
children insured.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, members of the Congressional
Black Caucus wish to call greater attention
upon the disparities that exist in health care.

Chilren of color suffer disproportionately
from a lack of health insurance.

In my State of Texas, the problem is severe.

Texas has the highest rate of uninsured
children in the Nation, with over 21 percent of
children—that's 1.4 million—lacking health
care coverage.

Across the nation, more than 9 million
American children lacked health care cov-
erage in 2005.

The State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, called SCHIP, is critically important to
prevent low- and moderate-income minority
children from slipping through the cracks of
our health care system.

One problem is that eligible children are not
enrolling in SCHIP.

Nearly three-quarters of uninsured children
were eligible for health coverage through
SCHIP or Medicaid in 2004.

A disproportionate number of those eligible,
but uninsured, were either Black or Hispanic.

Without insurance, children living in poverty
are likely to have poorer health compared to
children with insurance.

Uninsured kids are more likely to lack a reg-
ular source of health care, delay or have
unmet health care needs, use less preventive
care, and receive poorer quality care than chil-
dren with insurance.
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| urge my colleagues to remember our unin-
sured—especially the children—and have
compassion on our Nation’s most vulnerable.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

SPEAKING THE TRUTH: OPPOSING
UNTRUE STATEMENTS ABOUT
THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end I noticed one of my colleagues in
the majority on the Senate side on Fox
News Sunday discussing our Nation’s
Iraq policy. In his conversation with
Brit Hume he asserted that our Iraq
policy was a failure because of limited
progress on the political front in Iraq.

Mr. Hume challenged him on this
point by pointing out that progress has
been made recently in other areas of
Iraq. Mr. Hume noted that if a lack of
political progress in Iraq was the only
thing that mattered, then couldn’t peo-
ple call the Democrats a failure be-
cause of their dismal record on enact-
ing their priorities this session of Con-
gress? The Senator from Michigan re-
sponded by drumming up a list of Dem-
ocrat success, the first of which I find
to be entirely dubious.

He attempted to prove that the ma-
jority party has not been a complete
failure by first saying the Democrats
have adopted a budget for the first
time in years.

Mr. Hume had asked him, ‘“My under-
standing is that you got the minimum
wage increase, but nothing else passed.
Does that make you a failure?”’

The Senator responded, ‘“Well, no, be-
cause it is not true. There is a lot of
things that have passed. For the first
time in years we have adopted a budg-
et.”

I am not sure if he has been in the
same Congress that I have been serving
in. He makes it look like it has been
years since we passed a budget, and
that is simply not true. In 2005, a budg-
et resolution passed the House and the
Senate as well as a conference report.
In 2006 a budget resolution also passed
the House and the Senate without an
accompanying conference report.

So I am a little confused as to where
the Senator is getting his facts. Unfor-
tunately, Mr. Hume did not catch the
untrue statement. As a result, the mil-
lions of Americans watching the pop-
ular Sunday news program were led to
believe that somehow the fact that the
majority has adopted a budget resolu-
tion was an unusual feat, unseen for
years in Congress. I wish to set the
record straight.

Some people might wonder why I call
attention to this. My reasoning is sim-
ple: The truth matters. When we allow
untrue statements to enter the public
record, we have allowed the public to
be led astray. Those to whom we are
accountable deserve so much better.
The American people deserve the whole
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truth, the whole picture, not half
truths or dodgy statements intended to
cloud a less than stellar record of ac-
complishment.

I will give the Senator from Michigan
the benefit the doubt. Maybe he really
thought that it has been years since
Congress adopted a budget. But if that
is the case we have an equally large
problem; he can’t Kkeep his facts
straight. Both problems serve to mis-
lead the American people.

Fortunately, at this point I don’t
think the American people have been
too misled. They know that this major-
ity has quickly established itself as the
party of broken promises. Recent polls
tell the whole story. Since taking of-
fice, the majority’s job approval rat-
ings have taken a nosedive. It is not a
temporary dip either. Ever since Janu-
ary, their approval ratings have con-
sistently trended negative, dropping
from 37 percent to a low of 23 percent.
These sorts of ratings are so low that
they have even turned heads in Wash-
ington, where unpopularity in the polls
seems to be a way of life. I will submit
for the RECORD a chart showing the
plummeting of the Democrat job ap-
proval.

But I am concerned about the public
dialogue at stake. If Congressional
leaders can’t be trusted with the basic
facts and insist on creating a track
record of truth distortion and promise
breaking, I see it as my duty to voice
opposition. Even if I am the only one
raising the alarm, I will continue to
call for integrity in all aspects of pub-
lic life, and especially in that most im-
portant of arenas, communicating with
the American people.

The facts are important. The Amer-
ican people deserve the respect that
comes with not taking liberties with
the facts.

——
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AMNESTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the well this evening to talk about
a very, very important subject that we
just went through some very conten-
tious debate on, and my colleagues are
familiar with that, and it is the immi-
gration issue. The American people are
familiar with it. And the people in the
great State of Georgia, the 11th Con-
gressional District that I serve, are fa-
miliar with it as well.

And the big concern was to not do
something in a, quote, ‘‘comprehensive
way’’ that resulted in granting am-
nesty to up to 12 million people, pos-
sibly more than that, that have over
the last 20 years, since 1986, the last
time we granted amnesty to 3 million
at that time, we have not secured our
borders and because of porous borders,
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