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element consists of programs in Castings,
Forgings, Industrial Plant Equipment, Oper-
ational Rations, and Military apparel. Logistics
Research and Development includes a drive in
Medical Readiness, Aging Aircraft, Supply
Chain Management, and  Competitive
Sustainment. Additionally, the Industrial Base
responsibilities include Waterstoppers, Surge
and Sustainment, the Rapid Manufacturing Ini-
tiative, and all statutory programs related to
the Industrial Base.

Having been in federal service for nearly 30
years, Mr. Christensen’s career has been
marked by sustained progression. Having
served a 3-year tour as the Assistant Officer
in charge of the Naval Fuel Depot in Yokusha,
Japan, with the United States Navy, he then
went on to serve 2 years as the first Program
Manager of the Department of Defense E-
Commerce Program, and lastly served 7 years
as the Chief of the Logistics Research and
Development  Division with  DLA. Mr.
Christensen has remained a committed mem-
ber of the Naval Reserves, and he holds the
rank of Commander with over 26 years of
combined service.

Madam Speaker, | wish to commend Mr.
Christensen for his many years of service to
our Nation and | am proud to have him live in
Virginia’s 8th Congressional District. The Na-
tion will lose a proud servant when he leaves
office on August 31, 2007. | wish him and his
wife, Mary, Godspeed in his retirement.

———

CONGRATULATING FETZER
VINEYARDS

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay special tribute to
a proud corporate citizen from California’s
First Congressional District. | am pleased to
announce that Fetzer Vineyards, an environ-
mentally conscious grower, producer and mar-
keter of wines, has been named a 2007 Brand
With a Conscience in recognition of its sus-
tainable practices and social responsibility in
winemaking.

Candidates for this award, given annually by
the Medinge Group, an international think-tank
on branding and business, are evaluated on
the basis of reputation, accountability and an
assessment of expressed values of sustain-
ability. Fetzer has long been known as an en-
vironmentally responsible brand and joins
companies such as Whole Foods and the Vir-
gin Group in receiving this honor.

Initiatives to improve the winery’s energy ef-
ficiency and sustainability practices began in
the 1980’s with the Fetzer family and have
continued to thrive with the support of Brown-
Forman Corporation, its parent company since
1992. Among its many accomplishments, the
vineyard has reduced its waste by 93 percent
since 1991, is annually recognized as one of
the top ten recycling companies in California
and has been using 100 percent renewable
power since 1999. Fetzer is also known for its
extensive use of solar power, bio-fuel and its
adoption of company-wide recycling programs.
Fetzer has the largest solar array in the wine
industry, consisting of 4,300 solar panels cov-
ering 75,000 sq ft.
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This most recent accolade compliments a
collection of awards recognizing Fetzer's com-
mitment to environmentally conscious prac-
tices. In 1999 Fetzer received the Business
Ethics Magazine Award for Environmental Ex-
cellence and the United States Environmental
Protection Agency Climate Wise Partnership
Award. In 2003, California’s Environmental
Protection Agency selected Fetzer to receive
the Governor's Award for Environmental and
Economic Leadership. Fetzer Vineyards has
been acknowledged as Salmon Safe and tout-
ed for Fish Friendly Farming practices. In
2007, Fetzer received its 13th WRAP (Waste
Reduction Awards Program) award.

Fetzer is renowned for its triple-bottom line
business approach, evaluating the impact of
business decisions upon the employees and
the environment along with economic consid-
erations. As the largest grower of organic wine
grapes in northern California, Fetzer carries on
its tradition of using healthier vines and a
more natural wine making process to produce
wines that are recognized as being good for
the planet and good for the palate.

With this award, Fetzer will serve as a
model for companies striving to establish envi-
ronmentally conscious business practices both
locally and on a wider national and inter-
national scale.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Fetzer on its recognition
as a 2007 Brand With a Conscience and to
applaud its tireless efforts as a world-class or-
ganization and champion of sustainable busi-
ness practices. | am proud to represent them.

————

TRIBUTE TO NORMAN BORLAUG
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, it is with
great humility that | rise today to honor Nor-
man Borlaug, the noted agricultural scientist
and plant pathologist. Mr. Borlaug’s contribu-
tion to humanity cannot be overstated. No one
can be entirely certain how many lives he is
responsible for saving, but the number often
noted is well over 1 billion people—an unprec-
edented feat in world history. The honorary ti-
tles and acclimations Mr. Borlaug has received
throughout his illustrious career are too many
to enumerate, and such a list would be too
prestigious to truncate. Instead, | simply re-
quest that the record state how pleased and
honored | am to be able to stand here today
and recognize the occasion of Mr. Borlaug’s
receiving the highest honor this body can be-
stow, the Congressional Gold Medal. It's
doubtful that this institution could find a more
deserving recipient.

Mr. Borlaug came from humble roots, work-
ing on his family farm until the age of 19. After
some prodding from his grandfather, Nels
Olson Borlaug, he enrolled at the University of
Minnesota. One cannot help but wonder
whether his grandfather knew when he ad-
vised his grandson, “you’re wiser to fill your
head now if you want to fill your belly later
on,” how literally Mr. Borlaug would take it.

Affording a college education can be dif-
ficult, and was especially so for Mr. Borlaug,
who obtained his undergraduate degree during
the Great Depression. Despite the best efforts
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of the federal government towards relief and
recovery, times were still rough, and many of
the men he worked with were literally starving.
Mr. Borlaug would later recall how much food
meant to the young men he worked with—17-
and 18-year-olds who had for months and
months been unsure where their next meal
would come from. Mr. Borlaug later noted how
he “saw how food changed them . . .” and
how “. . . all of this left scars on me.”

There is no doubt that Mr. Borlaug under-
stood the importance of something as simple
as food in peoples lives, how it brought hope
as well as nourishment to the impoverished
and less fortunate. Toward the end of World
War Il, he rejected offers that would double
his salary so he could research wheat in Mex-
ico. Devastating crop yields in the early 1940s
had led the country to resort to importing up
to 60 percent of its wheat. Various plant dis-
eases decimated entire crops, bringing dis-
couragement and fear to the lives of Mexico’s
farmers. Mr. Borlaug was determined to make
sure that Mexico could feed itself through a
new kind of strong, high yield wheat.

Wheat is naturally long-stemmed, and if the
wheat is too heavy, the stem cannot bear the
load and the crop collapses and spoils. This
spoilage was common, especially if a farmer
attempted to use modern fertilizers. After nu-
merous attempts and years of trial and error,
Mr. Borlaug was able to cross a strain of
dwarf wheat—which is shorter and has a
thicker, stronger stalk—with regular wheat.
Due to the prevention of losses from disease
and top-heavy spoilage, yields tripled. By
1956, Mexico was able to be totally self-suffi-
cient in wheat production.

In the sixties and seventies, demographers
and environmentalists were predicting that
India and Pakistan would inevitably face wide-
spread hunger, resulting in millions upon mil-
lions of deaths due to famine and starvation.
As India and Pakistan raced towards deadly
conflict over the Kashmir region, both coun-
tries were headed toward an even more dead-
ly famine. Rather than dodge the war zone,
Mr. Borlaug headed toward the conflict, his
team working fields in sight of falling artillery
shells. As Borlaug’s “Green Revolution” swept
across Asia, tensions of famine and instability
eased. Due to Mr. Borlaug’s ingenuity and
perseverance, both countries are now self-suf-
ficient producers of cereals.

The environmental benefits of Mr. Borlaug’s
techniques have saved 100 million acres of
untouched land from being plowed to grow
crops, preserving the natural habitat of an
area equivalent to that of the entire State of
California. Since 1961, worldwide land de-
voted to growing wheat has increased by only
4 percent, while output has increased 2.3
times over, saving countless acres of natural
habitat worldwide for future generations.

As Mr. Borlaug receives the Congressional
Gold Medal, we are recognizing both his pre-
vious accomplishments as well as those yet to
come. Mr. Borlaug is continuing his efforts to
end famine and hunger in the developing
world by spreading his efforts to African na-
tions long plagued by food insecurity. There
are further mountains to move, further hori-
zons to reach, further fear to extinguish and
further hope to bring. Madam Speaker, it is a
pleasure to be able to honor Mr. Borlaug not
just as a product of the University of Min-
nesota, or as a great scientist or instructor, or
as a great American, though he is all of these
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things. It's a bigger honor to recognize him as
a man who saw people starving when they
didn’t have to—who in the process of an act
of human compassion, single-handedly
changed the world. Mr. Borlaug, on behalf of
the State of Minnesota, the United States of
America, and a grateful world, | thank you.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, July 12, 2007,
the House of Representatives voted on H.R.
1851, the Section 8 Voucher Reform Act of
2007. | was present for the series of Roll Call
Votes 625 through 629. However my “AYE”
vote on final passage of H.R. 1851 (Roll Call
Vote No. 629) was not recorded.

Had the electronic voting tabulator recorded
my vote, the record would have demonstrated
an aye vote on final passage of H.R. 1851
(Roll Call Vote No. 629).

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE APPLING
COUNTY BULLDAWG BB GUN TEAM

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, the
Appling County Bulldawg BB Gun Team won
1st Place in the International BB Gun Cham-
pionship Match in Bowling Green, KY this past
weekend. Jordan Vaughn won First Place in
the Jaycee international BB Gun Champion-
ship. Trevor Causey won second and the NRA
World Record in the sitting position shooting a
perfect 100 with 8 center shots.

The team won National Champion with the
most points averaged together. The team won
the special BB Gun trophy that is being held
at the 4H office, and will be passed to each
Donor Business for recognition. There were a
total of 33 teams representing 22 different
states. They won by a huge margin of 53
points with an overall total of 2382. (As | un-
derstand it, you have to sit, stand, kneel, or
lay down to shoot for points.) The team mem-
bers were Jordan Vaughn, Trevor Causey,
Dustin  Stipe, Brittany Hardwick, Jordan
Roberson with two alternates: Wade Edwards
and Hallie Hardwick. The team coaches were
Tim Toler, Bob McDonald and Daniel Ed-
wards.

The senior members have worked very hard
to accomplish this goal. This is the first time
a Georgia team has ever won the International
Match and we are very proud of these kids!

——————

FREE THE ISRAELI SOLDIERS

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 12, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to call for the immediate and uncondi-
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tional release of Eldad Regev and Ehud
Goldwasser, lIsraeli soldiers held captive by
Hezbollah for the past year. On July 12, 2006,
Hezbollah terrorists crossed into Israel and at-
tacked two Israel Defense Forces (IDF) ar-
mored jeeps as they were patrolling Israel’'s
northern border. One year ago today, those
terrorists killed three Israeli soldiers and kid-
napped Eldad and Ehud, as mentioned above.

We mourn the passing of the three Israeli
soldiers who were killed a year ago, and to
honor their legacies, we must continue in our
work to secure the release of Eldan Regev
and Ehud Goldwasser. As their families pray
for their swift return, the United States must
continue to forge ahead in our efforts to bring
about their release.

Madam Speaker, Hezbollah has tried to
make Eldad and Ehud into bargaining chips.
But they are not political chess pieces, things
that can be swapped for political gain. They
are human beings with names, lives, and fami-
lies who miss them. They have families who
wait every day for news of their cir-
cumstances, who have waited every day for a
year now without receiving word that Eldad
and Ehud are safe.

Unfortunately, Eldad and Ehud are not
alone among Israel’s missing soldiers. Three
weeks before their capture, Hamas kidnapped
IDF soldier, Gilad Shalit. The Shalit family has
met with many communities across the United
States, urging people to remember their son
and speak out on his behalf.

To honor those who died a year ago, and
the soldiers held captive, we must let the per-
petrators of these terrible acts know that we
have not forgotten what they have done. In
March we passed H. Res. 107, calling for the
immediate and unconditional release of Israeli
soldiers held captive by Hamas and
Hezbollah, and now we continue to express
our deepest sympathies to the families of the
missing soldiers, and we must pledge to con-
tinue the fight to bring them home.

| join with those across Israel and the
United States to call for the immediate and un-
conditional release of Eldad, Ehud and Gilad.
As the leader of the democratic world, Amer-
ica stands with Israel in its refusal to let these
soldiers be forgotten.

AMERICA NEEDS MORE ENERGY

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, America
needs more energy.

Today we import around 60 percent of our
oil from OPEC countries, many of which shield
our enemies and disagree with our way of life.
But we find ourselves dependent on these
countries to supply the energy we need. We
continue to import a lion’s share of our energy
from these countries, while refusing to in-
crease our domestic energy supply.

Much of the energy legislation being pro-
posed by my Democratic colleagues turns a
blind eye to the reality that our economy de-
pends on fossil fuels. Opponents of oil and
gas continue to sponsor legislation to raise
taxes on our domestic energy producers and
refiners. Making American energy more ex-
pensive than foreign sources defies logic.
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Comprehensive energy solutions must in-
clude provisions to promote all sources of en-
ergy. We must invest in research and develop-
ment for technologies to promote the use of
renewable and alternative sources of energy
for the future, but at the same time we must
also support the domestic oil and gas industry
in order to reduce our dependence on foreign
oil.

The oil industry works just like other sectors
of the economy, through the laws of supply
and demand. Demand is increasing and has
been for years, yet we are not increasing our
domestic output. Refineries are operating at
near-capacity and we haven’t built any new
ones since 1976. Congress needs to start re-
alizing that fossil fuels are going to continue to
be our major source of energy for decades to
come, and make policy to reflect this reality.

As Ranking Member of the Science and
Technology Committee, | strongly support a
diverse portfolio of investments in both short-
term and long-term energy R&D. | believe that
one day, renewable and alternative sources of
energy will provide America with energy on a
widespread scale.

However, it will be years, if not decades, be-
fore these investments can help America
achieve energy independence. In the mean-
time, we must be realistic about what makes
our cars run and our light bulbs glow. We
must not legislate to make headlines. We
need to build on comprehensive energy poli-
cies that recognize the importance of all en-
ergy sources, including fossil fuels, to ensure
national energy security.

——

IT’S TIME TO SET A DATE TO
BRING OUR TROOPS HOME

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 17, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam speaker, |
would like to submit this insightful editorial
from the Chicago Sun-Times for the record.
The Sun-Times has accurately and incisively
captured the frustrations of the residents of
the Chicagoland area, and of Americans
around the country. They are tired of this ill-
planned and ill-executed war, and they believe
that it is time to “set a date to bring our troops
home.”

[From the Chicago Sun-Times, July 16, 2007]

DEADLINE IN IRAQ: IT’S TIME TO SET A DATE
To BRING OUR TROOPS HOME

Americans of all political leanings want to
understand when our involvement in Iraq
will end. We have waited patiently for the
positive results the president has repeatedly
promised. We have looked for improvements
following shifts in military strategy, the ap-
proval of benchmarks, the last-ditch surge.

No matter how much wishful thinking
President Bush indulged in last week in find-
ing ‘“‘a cause for optimism’ in the White
House report on progress in Iraq, Americans
heard little to give them confidence that
things are improving. The president should
face reality and put before the American
people a plan to conclude our direct involve-
ment in Iraq. We need to understand the end
game.

Are Iraq’s political leaders any closer to
resolving their deep, divisive differences?
Are they any closer to providing security
and basic services for the people? No, on both
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