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either the current inhabitants of their land or
the Turkish government, and H. Res. 405, in-
troduced by Representative BILIRAKIS, which
expresses the strong support of the House of
Representatives for the implementation of the
UN-brokered July 8, 2006, agreement as the
way forward to prepare for new comprehen-
sive negotiations for the reunification of Cy-
prus.

The people of Cyprus deserve a unified and
democratic country, and | remain hopeful that
a peaceful settlement will be found so that the
division of Cyprus will come to an end.

In recognition of the spirit of the people of
Cyprus, | ask my colleagues to join me in sol-
emnly commemorating the 33rd anniversary of
the invasion of Cyprus.

Long Live Freedom.

Long Live Cyprus.

Long Live Greece.

HONORING THE 60TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF THOMAS AND
BEVERLY SHAUGHNESSY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 18, 2007

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Thomas and Beverly Shaughnessy
on their 60th wedding anniversary.

The Shaughnessys are long-time residents
of Berwyn, lllinois and are the proud parents
of two children. Thomas served the town of
Berwyn as mayor for three terms, retiring in
2005. Beverly retired in 1999 from a career in
public service working in the Cook County Cir-
cuit Court. Both Thomas and Beverly have
been deeply involved in the community and
continue to be to this day. Thomas belongs to
the Knights of Columbus, VFW, the American
Legion and the Claddaugh Ring, while Beverly
is a member of the Berwyn Women’s Club
and the Red Hats.

It is my honor to recognize Thomas and
Beverly Shaughnessy and provide my heartfelt
congratulations to them on this wonderful
event in their lives. Together they exemplify
the ideals of strong family and public service.
| would like to extend my best wishes to the
Shaughnessys as they and their family cele-
brate their 60th wedding anniversary.

HONORING CAPTAIN RYAN KELLY

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 18, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Captain Ryan Kelly, an excep-
tional everyday hero from my district in Den-
ver, Colorado. Ryan Kelly is one of many
voices that paint a clear picture for America of
the war our nation is waging. A company com-
mander and an Army UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copter pilot, Kelly spent a year fighting in Iraq.

Ryan Kelly participated in a national project
by the National Endowment for the Arts called
Operation Homecoming. This project sought to
bring a real time perspective of what our sol-
diers are experiencing and allowing America
to see through the lens of not only the soldiers
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fighting this war, but also the family members
they leave behind.

While serving our nation at war, Ryan Kelly
wrote numerous letters home to his wife Judy
and his mother Lynn. Two of his letters, as
well as short stories, eyewitness accounts,
poems and even lyrics written by other sol-
diers and their family members, appear in
“Operation Homecoming,” and his writing is
also included in a new documentary, “Muse of
Fire,” with Ray Bradbury and Kevin Costner.

The messages contained within these words
by the everyday heroes of America who are
fighting this war need to be heard. The mes-
sage of the sacrifice that our soldiers are mak-
ing can be best summed up by this paragraph
written by Ryan Kelly to his mother while he
was serving in Iraq:

If it weren’t for the Army uniforms and the
constant noise of helicopters taking off and
landing, and the Russian T747-like jets
screaming overhead every hour of the day,
and the F-16s screeching around looking for
something to kill, and the rockets exploding
and the controlled blasts shaking the win-
dows and the ‘‘thump, thump, thump’’ sound
of the Apache gun ships shooting their 30
mm guns in the middle of the night, and the
heat and the cold, and the hero missions and
the body bags and the stress, and the soldiers
fraught with personal problems—child cus-
tody battles fought from 3,000 miles away,
surgeries on ovaries, hearts, breasts, brains,
cancers, transplants and the scorpions and
the spiders who hide under the toilet seats,
and the freakish bee-sized flies humming
around like miniature blimps, and the worst:
the constant pang of home, the longing for
family, the knowledge that life is rolling
past you like an unstoppable freight train,
an inevitable force, reinforcing the desire for
something familiar, the longing for some-
thing beautiful, for something safe, with love
and laughter and poetry and cold lemonade
and clean sheets, if it weren’t for all that,
Iraq would be just like home—almost.

| rise today to thank Captain Ryan Kelly and
all of our Armed forces for their commitment to
our country, and the sacrifice that all of them
and their families are making.

TRIBUTE ON THE GRADUATION OF
AMERICAN STUDENTS FROM THE
LATIN AMERICAN SCHOOL OF
MEDICAL SCIENCES IN CUBA

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 18, 2007

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize and offer my personal congratulations to
Dr. Melissa Barber, Dr. Evelyn Erickson, Dr.
Carmen Landau, Dr. Toussaint Reynolds, Dr.
Teresa Thomas, Dr. Wing Wu and especially
my two constituents, Dr. Jose de Leon and Dr.
Kenya Bingham, who will all be graduating on
July 24, 2007 from the Latin American School
of Medical Sciences. They have all traveled a
long road to earn Medical Doctorates in Ha-
vana, Cuba.

These dedicated doctors overcame im-
mense hurdles to complete their medical edu-
cations. They not only had to face 6 years
away from home, but had to pursue their edu-
cations in Spanish after attending a 12-week
intensive language program. They had to com-
plete their studies cut off from their families
and uncertain about their futures due to the
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draconian Cuban embargo that continues to
threaten this excellent program. | was proud to
have initiated the scholarship program, along
with other members of the Congressional
Black Caucus, after a visit to Cuba in 2000. |
am also proud to support the students’ ability
to travel to Cuba and | hope to encourage
more students to take advantage of this in-
credible opportunity to bring access to
healthcare back to those who need it most.

These pioneering students of medicine
should be recognized for not only the many
challenges that they had to overcome, but
also for their dedication to service. They had
to commit to serve in medically underserved
communities, back home in the United States,
in order to receive their free medical education
in Cuba. The Cuban government offers 250
full scholarships each year for students from
the United States to study medicine there. Tui-
tion, dormitory room and board, and textbooks
are all provided free of charge and allow stu-
dents who might otherwise not have the re-
sources to pursue medical degrees in the
United States to become doctors and to serve
the uninsured and underinsured who too often
fall through the cracks of our for-profit
healthcare industry.

It is my hope that what these doctors have
achieved will not only bring desperately need-
ed health care to the uninsured, but will also
serve as an example to the healthcare indus-
try, the American people and the Members of
this Congress, that health care is a basic
human right, not a privilege.

—

RESPONSIBLE REDEPLOYMENT
FROM IRAQ ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
in March 2003 the United States set out, with
the overwhelming support of the American
people, to remove Saddam Husein from power
and establish a stable democracy in Iraq that
would no longer threaten our nation or its
neighbors. Coalition forces led by the finest
military in the world, quickly accomplished the
first goal. Unfortunately the conflict did not end
at that point.

Future generations of military scholars will
use this administration’s conduct of military,
diplomatic and reconstruction efforts in Iraq
between June 2003 and November 2006 as a
case study in how not to fight a war. The
American people are justifiably disillusioned
with almost every aspect of the conduct of our
operations in Iraq for the past four years. The
near sole exception to this disappointment is
the pride which all Americans share in the
dedication, professionalism and sacrifices of
our men and women in uniform.

Time does not permit a full catalogue of er-
rors, nor would a demonstration of 20-20
hindsight provide a positive contribution to this
discussion. It is sufficient to recognize that by
March 2006 forward thinking members of Con-
gress recognized the need for a change of di-
rection and asked the United States Institute
of Peace to form an Iraq Study Group, ISG, to
conduct a forward-looking, independent as-
sessment of the current and prospective situa-
tion on the ground in Iraq, its impact on the
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