7]
July 19, 2007

4.1 million currently uninsured children.
After all, it’s not as if those kids really need
insurance—they can just go to emergency
rooms, right?

0.K., it’s not news that Mr. Bush has no
empathy for people less fortunate than him-
self. But his willful ignorance here is part of
a larger picture: by and large, opponents of
universal health care paint a glowing por-
trait of the American system that bears as
little resemblance to reality as the scare sto-
ries they tell about health care in France,
Britain, and Canada.

The claim that the uninsured can get all
the care they need in emergency rooms is
just the beginning. Beyond that is the myth
that Americans who are lucky enough to
have insurance never face long waits for
medical care.

Actually, the persistence of that myth puz-
zles me. I can understand how people like
Mr. Bush or Fred Thompson, who declared
recently that ‘‘the poorest Americans are
getting far better service’’ than Canadians or
the British, can wave away the desperation
of uninsured Americans, who are often poor
and voiceless. But how can they get away
with pretending that insured Americans al-
ways get prompt care, when most of us can
testify otherwise?

A recent article in Business Week put it
bluntly: ‘“‘In reality, both data and anecdotes
show that the American people are already
waiting as long or longer than patients liv-
ing with universal health-care systems.”

A cross-national survey conducted by the
Commonwealth Fund found that America
ranks near the bottom among advanced
countries in terms of how hard it is to get
medical attention on short notice (although
Canada was slightly worse), and that Amer-
ica is the worst place in the advanced world
if you need care after hours or on a weekend.

We look better when it comes to seeing a
specialist or receiving elective surgery. But
Germany outperforms us even on those
measures—and I suspect that France, which
wasn’t included in the study, matches Ger-
many’s performance.

Besides, not all medical delays are created
equal. In Canada and Britain, delays are
caused by doctors trying to devote limited
medical resources to the most urgent cases.
In the United States, they’re often caused by
insurance companies trying to save money.

This can lead to ordeals like the one re-
cently described by Mark Kleiman, a pro-
fessor at U.C.L.A., who nearly died of cancer
because his insurer kept delaying approval
for a necessary biopsy. ‘It was only later,”
writes Mr. Kleiman on his blog, ‘“‘that I dis-
covered why the insurance company was
stalling; I had an option, which I didn’t know
I had, to avoid all the approvals by going to
‘Tier II,” which would have meant higher co-
payments.”’

He adds, ‘I don’t know how many people
my insurance company waited to death that
year, but I'm certain the number wasn’t
zero.”

To be fair, Mr. Kleiman is only surmising
that his insurance company risked his life in
an attempt to get him to pay more of his
treatment costs. But there’s no question
that some Americans who seemingly have
good insurance nonetheless die because in-
surers are trying to hold down their ‘“‘med-
ical losses’”—the industry term for actually
having to pay for care.

On the other hand, it’s true that Ameri-
cans get hip replacements faster than Cana-
dians. But there’s a funny thing about that
example, which is used constantly as an ar-
gument for the superiority of private health
insurance over a government-run system:
the large majority of hip replacements in the
United States are paid for by, um, Medicare.

That’s right: the hip-replacement gap is
actually a comparison of two government
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health insurance systems. American Medi-
care has shorter waits than Canadian Medi-
care (yes, that’s what they call their system)
because it has more lavish funding—end of
story. The alleged virtues of private insur-
ance have nothing to do with it.

The bottom line is that the opponents of
universal health care appear to have run out
of honest arguments. All they have left are
fantasies: horror fiction about health care in
other countries, and fairy tales about health
care here in America.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE LEAD
POISONING REDUCTION ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 18, 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, today |
am pleased to introduce the Lead Poisoning
Reduction Act, a bill that will remove toxic lead
hazards from childcare facilities, and put an
end to an entirely avoidable public health cri-
sis. It is critical that Congress provide our
communities the tools necessary to make the
places where our children spend their time
safe and defend them from the dangers that
exposure to lead poses to their health.

Exposure to lead is not safe for anyone, but
children are most vulnerable among us. Even
the slightest amounts of lead can do serious,
irreparable damage because their bodies and
minds are still in developmental stages.
Among many other things, lead poisoning can
cause learning disabilities, brain damage,
organ failure, coma and even death in chil-
dren. Despite the knowledge of the risks asso-
ciated with exposure to lead hazards and the
availability of tools that can prevent more chil-
dren from suffering from lead poisoning,
310,000 American children are affected every
year.

Unfortunately, lead poisoning remains a
threat to our children in places where they
ought to feel the most safe—our childcare fa-
cilities. According to a report from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, nearly 12 million
children under the age of five spend 40 hours
a week in childcare. The Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development has reported that
approximately 14 percent of licensed childcare
centers across the U.S. have hazardous levels
of lead-based paint. Children attending
daycare centers in the Northeast and Midwest
are at a greater risk of being exposed to lead
hazards, as 40 percent of the childcare facili-
ties in those regions were built before 1960.

In addition to lead hazards posed by paint
at childcare facilities, these old buildings are
home to corroded pipes and water lines which
are also sources of lead exposure. A parent
should not have to worry about their child con-
suming lead when their thirsty child visits a
drinking fountain.

Our childcare professionals must have the
tools they need to guard our children from
lead poisoning. The Lead Poisoning Reduction
Act would establish a Select Group on Lead
Exposure comprised of experts from the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health
Science, the Administration for Children and
Families, the National Institute of Child Heath
and Human Development, the Secretary of
Education, and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The Select Group will
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conduct a study of child-occupied facilities cre-
ated before 1978 and develop baseline stand-
ards that facilities must meet to receive grants
under this Act. To help childcare facilities com-
ply with the new lead-safety standards, the bill
establishes a grant program to defray associ-
ated costs. Finally, the Act requires that all
contractors hired for repair, renovations, or re-
construction of childcare facilities be provided
with educational materials about lead hazards
and the guidance necessary to avoid imposing
additional risks.

The Lead Poisoning Reduction Act fills a
major gap in our national policy to eradicate
lead poisoning by 2010 by providing the guid-
ance and resources need to protect our chil-
dren from lead hazards in their childcare facili-
ties.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Lead Poisoning Reduction Act.

——————

RESPONSIBLE REDEPLOYMENT
FROM IRAQ ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
this resolution. Our continued engagement in
Iraq is obscene and pointless. We went into
Iraq to thwart the development of weapons of
mass destruction, then to effect regime
change of a ruthless dictator, then to promote
the establishment of a democratic govern-
ment, then to our currently sad assessment
that we cannot leave because it will result in
a catastrophe—and now we find ourselves
serving as policemen in the middle of a civil
war.

The Administration can no longer deny, after
3,611 American soldiers dead, over a thou-
sand American contractors dead and over
twelve thousand wounded, an estimated 50
thousand or more lIragis dead, and 12,014
Americans severely injured and countless
American families disrupted, that to continue
down this path is both irresponsible and tragic.

We cannot resolve the Iragi civil war. We
cannot prop up a government that refuses to
lead, and despite Vice President CHENEY’s
fondest wishes, we will not be able to control
Iraqgi oil. It's past time to bring our troops
home.

What about the aftermath of our leaving?
The Shiite and Sunni in turn will have to look
at each other and ask, now that the United
States is gone what do we do? They can ei-
ther continue killing each other or work for
peace. The United States must disengage
militarily, but we cannot abandon the Iraqi
people. After our departure, the United States
must work to assist Iragis and the Muslim
countries in the region to develop a peace
process. | am confident the Iraqgi people want
peace, and neighboring countries don’t want
the sectarian conflict to spread across the re-
gion. Currently, we are an impediment to
peace.

The United States should continue to pro-
vide humanitarian support and aid for recon-
struction for schools and hospitals, with in-
creased Congressional oversight. We must
also support an Iraqi peace process, brokered
by the parties in the region or respected 3rd
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party religious leaders or the U.N. However,
the United States does not have the credibility
to broker such a process. It is time for the
United States to get out of the way and be-
come part of the solution instead of part of the
problem.

It is time for United States to bring American
troops home from lIraqg.

——

RECOGNIZING TYLER MCcLAIN FOR
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Tyler McLain of Pleasant
Valley, MO. Tyler is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 394,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Tyler has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many vyears Tyler has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Tyler McLain for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF AMY SULLIVAN

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to join family,
friends, and colleagues in paying tribute to an
extraordinary woman and my good friend,
Amy Sullivan, who lost her long battle with
cancer earlier this month. Amy was a very
special part of so many lives and was taken
from us all too soon.

Graduating with a degree in English Lit-
erature and Theater Arts from Upsala College
followed by a 2 year acting program at the
Neighborhood Playhouse School of Theater,
Amy began her career as a performer. She
went on to become a program director for the
American Theater Wing and a special assist-
ant to Broadway producers Robert Whitehead
and Elliot Martin. After she completed her
master's degree in Arts Administration from
the Yale School of Drama, Amy worked in a
variety of positions—always working to pro-
mote and further the arts in Connecticut. She
lectured at the Yale Drama School, served as
a panelist for the Connecticut Commission on
the Arts, and was an active member and
Trustee of several Connecticut arts organiza-
tions including the Florence Griswold Museum
and Young Audiences of Connecticut. It is no
wonder why she has been recognized by the
State of Connecticut as well as on this very
floor for her outstanding and invaluable con-
tributions to the arts and arts education.
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Named Executive Director of the Eugene
O’Neill Theater Center in Waterford, Con-
necticut in September of 2003, it was Amy’s
passion for the arts and commitment to edu-
cation that allowed the O’Neill to return to its
original splendor. Named in honor of Amer-
ica’s sole Nobel Prize winning playwright, Eu-
gene O'Neill, the O’Neill is a non-profit organi-
zation that is home to six distinct programs:
the O'Neill Playwrights Conference, Music
Theater Conference, Puppetry Conference,
National Theater Institute, Critics Institute, and
the Monte Cristo Cottage, O’Neill’s childhood
home located in neighboring New London. At
The O'Neill, writers and directors, puppeteers
and singers, students and audiences alike
take their first steps in exploring, revising and
understanding their work and the potential of
the theater they help create. The O’Neill has
established a distinguished reputation as the
pre-eminent developmental laboratory for new
works and new artists. Sharing the vision of
founder George C. White, Amy’s determination
and leadership led to the creation of a new
development conference for Cabaret and Per-
formance, the initiation of an accredited Na-
tional Theater Institute summer learning pro-
gram, as well as the renovation and re-open-
ing of the Monte Cristo Cottage. All of this ac-
complished in just 3 short years.

In January of this year, Amy stepped down
from her position at the O’Neill and just a few
short months later, Connecticut's arts family
lost one of its strongest and most beloved ad-
vocates. | was fortunate to have known Amy
on a more personal level. | first met Amy
when she worked with my mother, Luisa, at
the St. Francis Home for Children in New
Haven and, most recently, it was Amy who
presented me with a very special award hon-
oring Connecticut’s “uncommon women.” Ad-
vocate, mentor, friend, mother, and wife, Amy
was an extraordinary woman whose passion,
commitment, and dedication touched the lives
of many.

She will not only be missed by those who
knew her but by all of those, present and fu-
ture, in the arts community she so loved. | ex-
tend my heart-felt sympathies to her husband,
Bruce, her son, Dan, family, friends, and col-
leagues as they mourn the loss of Amy Sul-
livan and remember all that she gave to our
community.

————

HONORING KEVIN MILLS OF
CITRUS COUNTY, FL

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Kevin
Mills, a Naval Petty Officer from Citrus County,
FL, currently stationed in Norfolk, VA. His par-
ents, Barbara and Jerry, reside in Inverness,
FL.

A graduate of Citrus High School, Kevin en-
listed in the Army in October 2000. After at-
tending basic training in Great Lake, IL, Chris-
topher was assigned to Basic Electronics
Technical Corps at Naval Training Command
in lllinois. Following his graduation, Kevin ac-
cepted his duty command on the USS Shreve-
port in Norfolk, VA.

During his 7 years of service, Kevin has
taken part in Operation Enduring Freedom off
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the coast of Afghanistan, conducted Maritime
Interception Operations off the coast of Africa,
and in 2007 was deployed to COB Speicher,
Iraq, in support of the Counter Improvised Ex-
plosive Devices Units.

Kevin has served many hours in humani-
tarian aid and several Navy Public relations
projects. He has represented the Navy and
Marine Corp color guard at New York’s Annual
Fleet Week celebration and Boston’s Bunker
Hill Day, as well as at the 2005 National Scout
Jamboree held at Fort A.P. Hill. Kevin and the
USS Shreveport also brought humanitarian aid
to hurricane Katrina victims and help estab-
lished the Joint Task Force Katrina’s TOC.

Kevin’s awards throughout his Naval career
include two Army Commendation Medals, two
Navy and Marine Corps achievement medals,
a Navy Unit Commendation, two Good Con-
duct Medals, a National Defense Service
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Iraqg Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Serv-
ice Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, three
Sea Service Deployment Ribbons, a Navy Ex-
pert Rifle Medal, Navy Expert Pistol Medal, as
well as being qualified as Enlisted Surface
Warfare Specialist.

Madam Speaker, it is soldiers like Kevin
Mills who volunteer to protect the freedoms
that all Americans hold dear to their hearts.
While brave men and women like Kevin serve
in the name of freedom and liberty, his family,
friends, and loved ones should know that this
Congress will never forget his sacrifice and
commitment.

IN RECOGNITION OF SAINTS
PETER AND PAUL CHURCH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Saints Peter and Paul Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, on the occasion of their
90th anniversary, and to celebrate their con-
tributions to the Cleveland community.

Since its founding, Sts. Peter and Paul
Church has been a cornerstone of the Cleve-
land community, faithful to the Biblical impera-
tive of concern for neighbor. Despite all the
changes that our community has endured, Sts.
Peter and Paul Church has been a lynchpin of
the community, strengthening the fibers that
have made Cleveland one of the most cul-
turally diverse cities in the Nation.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring Saints Peter and Paul Russian
Orthodox Church as they celebrate their 90th
anniversary. May their faithful stewardship and
service to the community endure for another
90 years.

———

HONORING CHRISTOPHER BLAN-
CHARD OF CITRUS COUNTY,
FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 19, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor SFC
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