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have significant progress on this critical issue
with this new majority in this people’s House.
Chairman FRANK and Chairwoman WATERS
have been true leaders on this issue, and |
would like to recognize their efforts.

Today, we also gather to recall a past lead-
er, who 20 years ago brought about a major
increment of progress. | speak, of course, of
Stewart B. McKinney and Bruce Vento, and
the law that bears their name.

There are really very few, extremely few,
cases of an elected official committing them-
selves to accompaniment of those in need the
way Congressman MCKINNEY did. Indeed, the
late Congressman lost his life as a result of
his commitment. And while we commemorate
his work and recall the circumstances of his
passing, we should not lose sight of the many
thousands who died in a similar way, and
those who are still on the streets today, and
at risk.

Many Americans have passed out of this
world in lonely alleys, on top of grates, iso-
lated from friends and family, and then been
buried in unmarked plots. Indeed, as noted in
the resolution commemorating McKinney-
Vento, the condition of homelessness on aver-
age causes the loss of 30 years in life expect-
ancy.

T%e McKinney-Vento programs have been
critical in addressing this great American trag-
edy, and it is worth reflecting on this progress
and recognizing this achievement of dedicated
leadership. Across the board, McKinney-Vento
has addressed the core issue of housing and
deeply intertwined issues of health care ac-
cess, education, job training, and reaching out
to homeless youth and getting them back in
school, this law has made a difference.

This is an important precedent to keep in
mind as we move forward with a new agenda.
After all, this was an emergency response,
and while necessary and just, it was not
claimed that this would put an end to home-
lessness, and certainly the Federal response
to homelessness should not be limited to
these programs.

So | look forward to working with advocates
like you in this session and continually as we
strive to address this problem and better this
society. What we are doing, really, is increas-
ing the decency of this country, our level of
morality, our concern for our fellow man.
When we conquer homelessness, which is
fundamentally a problem of social isolation
and abandonment, we are truly rebuilding the
moral foundation of this great Nation.

TRIBUTE TO BRETT BOOT, BROCK
GARDNER AND DANEN CLARKE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, it
is my great honor to inform the House that
three of my constituents in Georgia’s 3rd Con-
gressional District have won the Honor Medal
With Crossed Palms, a distinction given the
Boy Scouts of America to herald heroism car-
ried out at extreme personal risk.

These courageous young men put their lives
on the line to save a friend, and one of them
died in the rescue attempt.

In July of 2005, during the onslaught of Hur-
ricane Cindy, three Eagle Scouts, Brett Boot,
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Brock Gardner and Danen Clarke, were at a
park in Peachtree City, Ga., with a small
group of family and friends. After they helped
a man dislodge his golf cart from rising wa-
ters, Danen’ s cousin ventured into what ap-
peared to be still waters near a flooded road
and was immediately sucked under by an un-
seen rip current.

Thinking that the cousin was pinned by a
possible grate, the three Scouts waded in the
dangerous waters to feel around for him with
their feet. The cousin had actually been
sucked through a 40—foot-long culvert located
5 feet below the road, which wasn’t visible
under the high water. The cousin was swept
under the road, reappearing on the other side
with severe cuts on his feet, but alive.

Danen was then caught under the ferocious
current, followed by Brock, whose one leg
caught on the entrance of the 4—foot-wide cul-
vert. Brett was behind Brock in the water and
was able to secure him with his arms against
the pull of the current.

Danen’s body was found the next morning
in the stream that feeds into Lake Peachtree,
caught in branches that prevented him from
being swept into the lake. It is believed that
Danen hit his head on a large piece of the cul-
vert, knocking him out and causing him to
drown.

The awarding of the Honor Medal With
Crossed Palms is as prestigious within the
scouting community as it is rare. The honor
has been awarded nationally only 199 times
since it was created in 1922. The Boy Scouts
of America have given out only four such
medals this year, and | will have the great
honor of presenting these awards at a cere-
mony later this month to Brock and to the sib-
lings of Danen and Brett, the latter of whom is
serving his church as a missionary in South
America. The medals read: “The Honor Medal
With Crossed Palms presented by the Boy
Scouts of America upon the Recommendation
of the National Court of Honor to Bretton Boot,
Danen Clarke and Brock Gardner for unusual
heroism and extraordinary skill or resourceful-
ness in saving or attempting to save life at ex-
treme risk to self.”

The courage and selflessness of these
young men testifies to their character and to
the unwavering values they learned from lov-
ing families, their church and, yes, from the
Boy Scouts of America. Georgia’'s 3rd Con-
gressional District proudly claims them as its
own. | can think of no more deserving recipi-
ents for this award. The July 28th ceremony
presents an opportunity to celebrate heroism
and to remember and mourn Danen Clarke’s
sacrifice on that fateful day.

Danan, Brett and Brock set an example for
us all. They will serve as an inspiration for
present and future generations of Boy Scouts
in Troop 208 and throughout the Flint River
Council.

———
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under

July 20, 2007

consideration the bill (H.R. 1851) to reform
the housing choice voucher program under
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of
1937:

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Chairman, | rise today in strong support of
H.R. 1851, the Section 8 Voucher Reform Act,
and applaud Chairwoman MAXINE WATERS and
Chairman BARNEY FRANK for their work on this
important issue.

Housing, like food and health care, is a
basic need, and it should be accessible to all
Americans. Unfortunately, too many families
find themselves without a stable and secure
place to live because they cannot afford the
high cost of housing in our country.

The Section 8 voucher program plays a crit-
ical role in preventing homelessness by ex-
panding access to affordable housing. It is our
nation’s largest federal housing program, serv-
ing more than 2 million low-income families
around our country. However, currently, the
demand for Section 8 vouchers far exceeds
the availability of vouchers. In my District in
Minnesota, there are more than 5,000 house-
holds on the waitlist for Section 8, and the av-
erage wait time is anywhere from 5 to 7 years.

The Section 8 Voucher Reform Act expands
and improves this important program and will
ensure more families have access to safe, af-
fordable housing. H.R. 1851 authorizes an ad-
ditional 100,000 vouchers over the next 5
years. It also updates the formula used to allo-
cate Section 8 voucher funds to housing agen-
cies and simplifies the rent structure to elimi-
nate current inefficiencies, allowing agencies
to serve more families.

This legislation encourages self-sufficiency
and rewards work by providing incentives,
such as reducing rent disincentives for in-
creases in earned income and offering income
exemptions for adult full time student depend-
ents. H.R. 1851 also promotes homeowner-
ship by allowing families to use a housing
voucher as a down payment toward the pur-
chase of their first home. Homeownership is
the greatest source of wealth for many Ameri-
cans. It strengthens our families and our com-
munities.

Madam Speaker, every family deserves
clean, stable, and affordable housing. | am
proud to rise today in support of this important
legislation.

TRIBUTE TO DANLEY STRAIGHT

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the patriotism and self
sacrifice of Air Force COL Danley Elson
Straight of Longmont, CO, for his service to
both his community and to his country during
World War Il, the Korean war, and the Viet-
nam war.

Straight was born in Greeley, CO, on Octo-
ber 8, 1922, the 11th of 12 children. After
graduating from Greeley High School he
earned his bachelor of arts and master of arts
degrees from Colorado State College of Edu-
cation. He also served in the Air Force during
three wars and retired with more than 30
years of service as a full colonel command
pilot. During his career, “the colonel” as he is
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