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environment. . . .We assess that al-Qaida’s
Homeland plotting is likely to continue to
focus on prominent political, economic and
infrastructure targets with the goal of pro-
ducing mass casualties, visually dramatic
destruction, significant economic after-
shocks, and/or fear among the U.S. popu-
lation.

These are the words written by the
best intelligence analysts in our Gov-
ernment. Those are the words that
should force our Government, both in
the executive and in the legislative
branches, to reevaluate the priority
that we are giving to funding to stop
terrorist attacks against this country,
our country—my country, your coun-
try, our country.

I call on the President—yes, I call on
the President of the United States—to
reconsider his veto threat in light of
the concerns raised by his own admin-
istration.

The mission of the Department of
Homeland Security is critical to the
safety of our citizens. The potential
threats are enormous. The Congress
must strike a balance that preserves
our cherished freedoms and provides
for enhanced security.

We need to stop squabbling and pass
the Homeland Security bill for the
President’s speedy signature. This is no
time to jockey for political points or to
argue over minor differences. The Ap-
propriations Committee, by a vote of 29
to 0, has produced a balanced and re-
sponsible bill which needs action now.

I thank Senator COCHRAN and his
able staff for their support in pro-
ducing this legislation.

I yield the floor.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield for just one moment?

Mr. BYRD. I yield.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased this afternoon to join Senator
BYRD in presenting the appropriations
bill for the Department of Homeland
Security for the next fiscal year. I
might say, having sat here and listened
to all the comments of the distin-
guished chairman, there is another side
to the story on some of the issues that
he raised, and I assure the Senate that
they will have an opportunity to hear
the other side.

Mr. BYRD. Yes, Mr. President, I
thank my dear friend and colleague.
The Senate needs to hear the other
side; all sides, all sides. I thank my col-
league, and I yield the floor.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 2381

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question occurs
on amendment No. 2381, as modified,
offered by the Senator from Massachu-
setts, Mr. KENNEDY. The yeas and nays
have been ordered. The clerk will call
the roll.

The assistant journal clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN),
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DopD), the Senator from South Dakota
( Mr. JOHNSON), and the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent.
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Mr. LOTT. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 93,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 274 Leg.]

YEAS—93

Akaka Domenici McConnell
Alexander Dorgan Menendez
Allard Durbin Mikulski
Barrasso Ensign Murkowski
Baucus Enzi Murray
Bayh Feingold Nelson (FL)
Bennett Feinstein Nelson (NE)
Bingaman Grassley Pryor
Bond Gregg Reed
Boxer Hagel Reid
Brown Harkin Roberts
Bunning Hatch Rockefeller
Burr Hutchison Salazar
Byrd Inhofe Sanders
Cantwell Inouye Schumer
Cardin Isakson Sessions
Carper Kennedy Shelby
Casey Kerry Smith
Chambliss Klobuchar Snowe
Clinton Kohl Specter
Coburn Kyl Stabenow
Cochran Landrieu Stevens
Coleman Lautenberg Sununu
Collins Leahy Tester
Conrad Levin Thune
Corker Lieberman Vitter
Cornyn Lincoln Voinovich
Craig Lott Warner
Crapo Lugar Webb
DeMint Martinez Whitehouse
Dole McCaskill Wyden

NOT VOTING—T7
Biden Graham Obama
Brownback Johnson
Dodd McCain

The amendment (No. 2381) as modi-
fied, was agreed to.

CHANGE OF VOTE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, on
rollcall vote 273, I voted ‘‘yea.” It was
my intention to vote ‘‘nay.” I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to change my vote since it will not af-
fect the outcome of the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the ques-
tion is on agreeing to amendment No.
2369, as amended, offered by the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN).

The amendment (No. 2369), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a
substitute, as amended.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall it pass?

The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

S9811

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) and the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) are necessarily absent.

Mr. LOTT. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN).

The result was announced—yeas 95,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 275 Leg.]

YEAS—95

Akaka Dole McConnell
Alexander Domenici Menendez
Allard Dorgan Mikulski
Barrasso Durbin Murkowski
Baucus Ensign Murray
Bayh Enzi Nelson (FL)
Bennett Feingold Nelson (NE)
Biden Feinstein Pryor
Bingaman Grassley Reed
Bond Gregg Reid
Boxer Hagel' Roberts
Brown Harkin R

X ockefeller
Bunning Hatch Salazar
Burr Hutchison Sanders
Byrd Inhofe Schumer
Cantwell Inouye .
Cardin Isakson Sessions
Carper Kennedy Shelby
Casey Kerry Smith
Chambliss Klobuchar Snowe
Clinton Kohl Specter
Coburn Kyl Stabenow
Cochran Landrieu Stevens
Coleman Lautenberg Sununu
Collins Leahy Tester
Conrad Levin Thune
Corker Lieberman Vitter
Cornyn Lincoln Voinovich
Craig Lott Warner
Crapo Lugar Webb
DeMint Martinez Whitehouse
Dodd McCaskill Wyden

NOT VOTING—b5

Brownback Johnson Obama
Graham McCain

The bill (S. 1642), as amended, was
passed, as follows:

(The bill will be printed in a future
edition of the RECORD.)

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:01 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. CARPER).

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2008

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 2638,
which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2638) making appropriations
for the Department of Homeland Security for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
seeks recognition?

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.
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