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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF BUSHNELL, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
120th anniversary of the founding of the First
Baptist Church of Bushnell, Florida. At 9 a.m.
on Sunday, July 29, the Church will officially
celebrate their anniversary with a ringing of
the church bells. Founded only thirty-four
years after Sumter County, where Bushnell is
located, the Church has stood the test of time.

The mission of the First Baptist Church is
one of love, compassion, sharing and personal
growth. The Church believes in “Sharing the
good news of life through faith in Christ, devel-
oping Christians into mature followers of
Christ, celebrating God’s presence with joyful
worship, building a family of friends through
acceptance, support and encouragement and
ministering with love to the needs of people.”

Following the ringing of the church bells, the
congregation will celebrate a morning worship
service that will include music and a message
from the Rev. Charles Roesel, retired senior
pastor of First Baptist Church of Leesburg.
Afterward, a 1950s diner-style lunch will be
served. This will be a wonderful time for the
entire community to come together in celebra-
tion of a historic church that has played an im-
portant role in the Bushnell community for
more than a century.

Throughout the 120 year history of the
Church, one of the focuses of the members
has been on outreach to those less fortunate,
including those in foreign countries. In the past
twenty years, Church members have traveled
to Jamaica, Kenya, Peru, Africa and Central
America. These trips are in addition to the
many missions within the United States to
help those who have been the victims of nat-
ural disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Charity
and compassion of a Church’s membership
like First Baptist are some of the best ways to
measure its faith in the word of God.

Madam Speaker, for many areas of the
United States the local church is the center of
the town and the heart of the surrounding
community. The First Baptist Church has
played a vital role in the growth of Bushnell
and has given its citizens a place to call home
for the last 120 years. Their parishioners have
been strengthened by the teachings of the
many pastors who have served as well as by
their faith in the Lord. | congratulate the
Church on their 120th anniversary and wish
them the best of luck for the future.

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
RAYMON THOMAS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to recognize the
Honorable Raymon Thomas, Chairman of the
Holmes County Board of Commissioners, for
his exceptional achievements.

At the Florida Association of Counties an-
nual conference, Chairman Thomas was
awarded the President’s Advocacy Award, an
honor given to only six commissioners
throughout the State. Thomas is a dedicated
public servant who works tirelessly to enhance
the life of Holmes County. At the same con-
ference, he was one of twenty-six commis-
sioners recognized for completing the ad-
vanced training provided by the Florida Asso-
ciation of Counties. The Chairman is now dis-
tinguished as the Advanced County Commis-
sioner.

The Florida Small Counties Coalition also
recognized Thomas for his community leader-
ship when they presented him with the Out-
standing Legislative Service Award for the
2007 legislative session.

In addition to his remarkable accolades,
Thomas has been selected to serve on the
board of directors for the Florida Association
of Counties and has also accepted the role of
Vice Chair of the FAC Rural Caucus.

His recognition by various organizations
confirms his commitment to excellence and
the continuous advancement of Holmes Coun-
ty. | am proud to honor Chairman Thomas for
his achievements and thank him for his dedi-
cated service.

As an extraordinary public official, Thomas’s
knowledge and commitment to service have
helped to create a better life for the citizens of
Northwest Florida.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize the
Honorable Raymon Thomas for his exemplary
service as Chairman of the Holmes County
Board of Commissioners and wish him contin-
ued success throughout his career.

———

NEWS ARTICLE HONORING LADY
BIRD JOHNSON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce an article entitled “A Legacy of
Her Own,” in the Washington Post on July 13,
2007. This op-ed tribute written by Joseph A.
Califano, Jr., highlights the legacy of Lady Bird
Johnson. Lady Bird Johnson was instrumental
in influencing President Johnson to support

the Head Start program for low-income chil-
dren in the country. She was also an influen-
tial advocate of beautification projects in the
Nation’s Capitol and throughout our country.

Lady Bird Johnson’s legacy has helped
more than 20 million needy children since
1966 and her efforts have increased our coun-
try’s appreciation for public space. Lady Bird
Johnson was one of our Nation’s finest First
Ladies and she will truly be missed.

————

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3043) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Chairman, | wish to
clarify my comments made during debate on
my amendment to reduce the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor's Departmental Management—
Salaries and Expenses account and increase
the U.S. Department of Education—School Im-
provement Programs’ Mathematics and
Science Partnerships program by $15.666 mil-
lion. My amendment added Section 522 to
H.R. 3043’s General Provisions. It is my inten-
tion that all programs within the Labor Depart-
ment's Departmental Management—Salaries
and Expenses account be within the Secretary
of Labor’s discretion to accommodate this re-
duction.

———

REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR
PETER ALLGEIER

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Madam Speaker,
as co-chair of the Congressional Services cau-
cus, | wish to call the attention of members to
an important statement on July 26, 2007 by
Ambassador Peter Allgeier, U.S. Ambassador
to the World Trade Organization, on the Doha
Round of trade negotiations. Ambassador
Allgeier spoke in the World Trade Organiza-
tion’s Trade Negotiations Committee. | wish
especially to call attention to his remarks on
Services, one of the three essential pillars of
the Round.

Members will remember that talks in Pots-
dam among the EU, India, Brazil, and the
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