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War. They were fighting in the wrong 
way. We are doing the same thing. We 
have to face the facts. 

Supporters of the war are also saying 
look, we can’t get out because the re-
sult will be a catastrophe. Note to the 
administration: It is already a catas-
trophe. What we need to do is change 
direction, with the hope that we can 
actually fight a war on terrorism and 
save American lives. 

We can’t continue to try to mediate 
Iraq’s civil war. It is time to redeploy 
our troops, to bring them back home. 
We have in fact a civil war in Iraq. 
Both sides dislike our military pres-
ence. Iraqi insurgents are willing to 
kill themselves and become martyrs 
for their cause. We don’t really under-
stand this phenomenon. How can you 
beat an enemy that is willing to kill 
himself before you do? It doesn’t work. 

This is not a war in which killing 
more insurgents will result in ‘‘vic-
tory.’’ In fact, the National Intel-
ligence Estimates indicate that our 
presence in Iraq is counterproductive. 
Iraq has more insurgents now, more 
militants, more terrorists, more 
jihadists, if you will, today than they 
did when we deposed Saddam Hussein. 
Iraq has become a haven for terrorists, 
and our military engagement is not re-
ducing the number of insurgents. They 
are increasing. 

Our continued presence in Iraq, more 
than 4 years, leads many Iraqis to the 
perception that what we really want to 
do is control their oil resources. This 
perception undermines any attempt to 
promote freedom and democracy. They 
think we just want the oil. 

We have done one good thing through 
this Congress. We passed a resolution 
in this House that says we will have no 
permanent bases. That is the type of 
message we need to be sending, that we 
are not there to control your country. 
But what should we do in the overall 
battle against terrorism and in Iraq? 

First of all, how about some diplo-
macy? Why is diplomacy always last? 
From Korea to Iran, here is what we 
do. We call them names first, and then 
we, finally, years later, say, well, 
maybe we ought to talk. Let’s try talk-
ing first. 

It is time this administration took 
diplomatic engagement to a higher 
level around the world. We need to 
take it seriously. We need to abandon 
this go-it-alone policy. 

How about supporting Muslim efforts 
to promote peace? I think there are 
countries in the region, Jordan, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco, who have a 
vested interest in promoting peace. 
Let’s give them a chance to promote 
peace. They have the greatest stake in 
having a peaceful region. There are 
also international religious leaders 
who could perhaps mediate a peace. 
What we do know is that the United 
States lacks the credibility to promote 
peace or mediate peace in this region. 

Let’s turn to the U.N. Why don’t we 
ask the U.N. to promote a peace proc-
ess in Iraq while we pull our troops 

out? We need a permanent United Na-
tions emergency peace force. I have in-
troduced such a bill. A permanent U.N. 
entity that would work in these areas 
of conflict, both in Iraq, in the Middle 
East, in Africa, the Sudan, Chad, and 
on and on. We can use the UN as a vehi-
cle to promote peace and save the lives 
of American men and women who are 
in the Army and in our military. 

Also we need to introduce the con-
cept of humanitarian aid. Now, we do 
some, it is true, but how about leading 
with diplomacy and humanitarian aid? 
Put a new face on America’s foreign 
policy. More humanitarian aid, build-
ing schools and building hospitals, says 
to the world that Americans really 
want to be your friend, as opposed to 
troops beating down your door, going 
door-to-door. 

We also need to keep in mind, al-
though we withdraw our troops, we 
have not abandoned Iraq. We need to 
continue to support reconstruction aid. 
But let me be quick to add, we need re-
construction aid with a lot more con-
gressional oversight. This idea that 
Halliburton and other companies are 
just making billions and billions in 
profits and we don’t see anything com-
ing up from the ground in Iraq is un-
satisfactory. We need humanitarian 
aid, we need reconstruction aid, we 
need congressional oversight to go with 
it. 

In conclusion, we really need to 
spend our money more wisely to fight 
the real threat that we have. We know 
the threat is not in Iraq, the threat is 
in Afghanistan. What should we do? 

First of all, we need greater emphasis 
on intelligence, to break up these small 
cells. The attacks we have seen in Brit-
ain and elsewhere are done by small 
cells. We need to interrupt weapons 
transfers, because that is what is caus-
ing the problem. We also need to inter-
rupt these terrorist camps. We need to 
use our Special Forces intelligently to 
fight the real war that we have. 

Bring our troops home, initiate diplo-
macy, humanitarian aid, reconstruc-
tive aid. We need a sound foreign pol-
icy. We don’t have it with this adminis-
tration. But with this Congress con-
tinuing to press the fight, we are going 
to have it. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING PASSAGE OF H.R. 1, 
IMPROVING AMERICA’S SECU-
RITY ACT OF 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. As 
usual, let me compliment the Speaker 
for her leadership and her service to 
America. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to high-
light the passage of the Homeland Se-
curity Commission report in H.R. 1, 
Improving America’s Security Act. If I 
had to give an acronym, I would say 
R–E–L–I–E–F, it spells relief to the 
American people. 

Now we know that we have a com-
mitted and unified war and effort 
against the war on terror. We have the 
resources and the mindset, the policy 
and the unity, six years after 9/11, 6 
years after all of us stood awestruck, 
humbled, seemingly powerless, fright-
ened, saddened and emerged with grief 
over the loss of so many. Families 
today still suffer. Children are without 
parents, husbands are without wives, 
wives are without husbands, and many, 
many extended family members. 

So my first response is to salute the 
9/11 families, for many times they prob-
ably were received in less than a jovial 
manner. But there is something about 
having that steadfast and courageous 
point of view that you never give up. 
You never give up. 

Let me thank the chairman of the 
full committee and the ranking mem-
ber for working to bring us all to-
gether, and the conference and the con-
ferees, of which I was a part of, in un-
derstanding that our goal was to be 
Americans united. 

So today I can salute the fact that 
this bill has passed. There is a greater 
distribution of Homeland Security 
Grants to States and high-risk urban 
areas, a risk-based analysis on how we 
distribute those funds. Each State is 
guaranteed a minimum of a certain 
amount, but it is based on risk. There 
is a $1.8 billion authorization for FY 
2008 to assist States in high-risk urban 
areas in preparing for terrorist threats. 
Planning. More planning. More ways of 
looking ahead. 

After we saw the strange video re-
garding the airport in Arizona where 
there was not around-the-clock Trans-
portation Security Administration 
staff screening of people going into the 
airport, we know that we have to be 
forever planning and forward thinking. 
I am glad that solution is being ad-
dressed, and I am asking for an inven-
tory as the subcommittee chair, of all 
airports in America, the top 400, to de-
termine whether we are securing that 
airport 24 hours a day. 

We can always work more smart and 
more effectively, but I am glad that we 
have a dedicated interoperability grant 
program to improve the communica-
tions that did not happen on 9/11; fire-
fighters not being able to talk to other 
firefighters, or firefighters not being 
able to talk to police officers or Port 
Authority police. That money is in the 
bill. 

$4 billion over 4 years for rail, transit 
and bus security grants. What a cele-
bration. We worked very hard to ensure 
that we would have Transportation Se-
curity Grants on those properties, on 
those vehicles that move Americans 
across the United States. Every day 
Americans get up and use some form of 
public transportation, and we are de-
lighted that we have focused on that. 

Might I just say, with the tragedy of 
the steam explosion in New York, it ex-
ploded and a bus exploded. But it is im-
portant to note that if you were to 
have a tragedy on a bus or a train, look 
at the impact around the area. 
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I am very glad that the Houston port 

will now be a beneficiary of the many, 
many dollars that have been put in to 
provide more resources for our ports to 
have 100 percent screening of port 
cargo that comes into the United 
States. And it can be done. It won’t 
stop the commerce that so many peo-
ple are concerned about. 

Then, of course, I think it is impor-
tant to note that we are working with 
the intelligence community so that we 
have an exchange of intelligence, be-
cause that is the first line of defense, 
to know what is going on. 

But I have one point, Madam Speak-
er, just to conclude on, and that is to 
be reminded that we need to consoli-
date the jurisdiction of the Homeland 
Security efforts. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity participated in a total of 141 hear-
ings all across the lot, all the different 
committees. DHS participated in a 
total of 42 hearings where multiple wit-
nesses from DHS testified. DHS has 
provided a total of 195 witnesses. DHS 
has provided approximately 1,554 brief-
ings. We need a single seam of jurisdic-
tion for that particular department. 

Then, it is important as we fight the 
war on terror, that we bring an end to 
the Iraq war; we begin to deal with po-
litical diplomacy; we begin to include 
the neighboring states around Iraq to 
take responsibility for safety in the re-
gion; we bring our troops home; we pro-
vide a safety net, if you will, for re-
maining Americans, but we include Ku-
wait, and Qatar and Jordan, all of 
these nations, Saudi Arabia, who are 
interested in some resolution to this 
conflict. 

Almost 4,000 dead. Almost 4,000 of our 
brave men and women are dead. They 
are our heroes. We should declare a 
military success, bring our soldiers 
home and begin a diplomatic healing of 
that region. 

Madam Speaker, let me just say, we 
have finally moved forward on the 
fight for real homeland security and 
the fight against the war on terror. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MCNULTY (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today after 2:30 p.m. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
after 4 p.m. on account of illness. 

Mr. WAMP (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for July 25 until 5 p.m. on ac-
count of a family commitment. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. SARBANES, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WYNN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, August 3. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, August 3. 
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at their own 

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. HOEKSTRA, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 40 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, July 30, 
2007, at 10:30 a.m., for morning-hour de-
bate. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

Neil Abercrombie, Gary L. Ackerman, Rob-
ert B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex-
ander, Thomas H. Allen, Jason Altmire, Rob-
ert E. Andrews, Michael A. Arcuri, Joe Baca, 
Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bachus, Brian 
Baird, Richard H. Baker, Tammy Baldwin, J. 
Gresham Barrett, John Barrow, Roscoe G. 
Bartlett, Joe Barton, Melissa L. Bean, Xa-
vier Becerra, Shelley Berkley, Howard L. 
Berman, Marion Berry, Judy Biggert, Brian 
P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop, 
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop, 
Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, Roy 
Blunt, John A. Boehner, Jo Bonner, Mary 
Bono, John Boozman, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, 
Dan Boren, Leonard L. Boswell, Rick Bou-
cher, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., Allen Boyd, 
Nancy E. Boyda, Kevin Brady, Robert A. 
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Paul C. Broun, 
Corrine Brown, Henry E. Brown, Jr., Ginny 
Brown-Waite, Vern Buchanan, Michael C. 
Burgess, Dan Burton, G. K. Butterfield, 
Steve Buyer, Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, John 
Campbell, Chris Cannon, Eric Cantor, Shel-
ley Moore Capito, Lois Capps, Michael E. 
Capuano, Dennis A. Cardoza, Russ Carnahan, 
Christopher P. Carney, Julia Carson, John R. 
Carter, Michael N. Castle, Kathy Castor, 
Steve Chabot, Ben Chandler, Donna M. 
Christensen, Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy 
Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E. Clyburn, 
Howard Coble, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, K. 
Michael Conaway, John Conyers, Jr., Jim 
Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F. Costello, Joe 
Courtney, Robert E. (Bud) Cramer, Jr., 
Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley, Barbara 
Cubin, Henry Cuellar, John Abney 
Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, Artur Davis, 
Danny K. Davis, David Davis, Geoff Davis, Jo 
Ann Davis, Lincoln Davis, Susan A. Davis, 

Tom Davis, Nathan Deal, Peter A. DeFazio, 
Diana DeGette, William D. Delahunt, Rosa 
L. DeLauro, Charles W. Dent, Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart, Mario Diaz-Balart, Norman D. Dicks, 
John D. Dingell, Lloyd Doggett, Joe Don-
nelly, John T. Doolittle, Michael F. Doyle, 
Thelma D. Drake, David Dreier, John J. 
Duncan, Jr., Chet Edwards, Vernon J. Ehlers, 
Keith Ellison, Brad Ellsworth, Rahm Eman-
uel, Jo Ann Emerson, Eliot L. Engel, Phil 
English, Anna G. Eshoo, Bob Etheridge, 
Terry Everett, Eni F. H. Faleomavaega, 
Mary Fallin, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Tom 
Feeney, Mike Ferguson, Bob Filner, Jeff 
Flake, J. Randy Forbes, Jeff Fortenberry, 
Luis G. Fortuño, Vito Fossella, Virginia 
Foxx, Barney Frank, Trent Franks, Rodney 
P. Frelinghuysen, Elton Gallegly, Scott Gar-
rett, Jim Gerlach, Gabrielle Giffords, Wayne 
T. Gilchrest, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Paul E. 
Gillmor, Phil Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, 
Charles A. Gonzalez, Virgil H. Goode, Jr., 
Bob Goodlatte, Bart Gordon, Kay Granger, 
Sam Graves, Al Green, Gene Green, Raúl M. 
Grijalva, Luis V. Gutierrez, John J. Hall, 
Ralph M. Hall, Phil Hare, Jane Harman, J. 
Dennis Hastert, Alcee L. Hastings, Doc 
Hastings, Robin Hayes, Dean Heller, Jeb 
Hensarling, Wally Herger, Stephanie 
Herseth, Brian Higgins, Baron P. Hill, Mau-
rice D. Hinchey, Ruben Hinojosa, Mazie K. 
Hirono, David L. Hobson, Paul W. Hodes, 
Peter Hoekstra, Tim Holden, Rush D. Holt, 
Michael M. Honda, Darlene Hooley, Steny H. 
Hoyer, Kenny C. Hulshof, Duncan Hunter, 
Bob Inglis, Jay Inslee, Steve Israel, Darrell 
E. Issa, Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Sheila Jack-
son-Lee, William J. Jefferson, Bobby Jindal, 
Eddie Bernice Johnson, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ 
Johnson, Jr., Sam Johnson, Timothy V. 
Johnson, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Walter B. 
Jones, Jim Jordan, Steve Kagen, Paul E. 
Kanjorski, Marcy Kaptur, Ric Keller, Pat-
rick J. Kennedy, Dale E. Kildee, Carolyn C. 
Kilpatrick, Ron Kind, Peter T. King, Steve 
King, Jack Kingston, Mark Steven Kirk, Ron 
Klein, John Kline, Joe Knollenberg, John R. 
‘‘Randy’’ Kuhl, Jr., Ray LaHood, Doug 
Lamborn, Nick Lampson, James R. 
Langevin, Tom Lantos, Rick Larsen, John B. 
Larson, Tom Latham, Steven C. LaTourette, 
Barbara Lee, Sander M. Levin, Jerry Lewis, 
John Lewis, Ron Lewis, John Linder, Daniel 
Lipinski, Frank A. LoBiondo, David 
Loebsack, Zoe Lofgren, Nita M. Lowey, 
Frank D. Lucas, Daniel E. Lungren, Stephen 
F. Lynch, Carolyn McCarthy, Kevin McCar-
thy, Michael T. McCaul, Betty McCollum, 
Thaddeus G. McCotter, Jim McCrery, James 
P. McGovern, Patrick T. McHenry, John M. 
McHugh, Mike McIntyre, Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ 
McKeon, Cathy McMorris Rodgers, Jerry 
McNerney, Michael R. McNulty, Connie 
Mack, Tim Mahoney, Carolyn B. Maloney, 
Donald A. Manzullo, Kenny Marchant, Ed-
ward J. Markey, Jim Marshall, Jim Mathe-
son, Doris O. Matsui, Martin T. Meehan, 
Kendrick B. Meek, Gregory W. Meeks, Char-
lie Melancon, John L. Mica, Michael H. 
Michaud, Juanita Millender-McDonald, Brad 
Miller, Candice S. Miller, Gary G. Miller, 
Jeff Miller, Harry E. Mitchell, Alan B. Mol-
lohan, Dennis Moore, Gwen Moore, James P. 
Moran, Jerry Moran, Christopher S. Murphy, 
Patrick J. Murphy, Tim Murphy, John P. 
Murtha, Marilyn N. Musgrave, Sue Wilkins 
Myrick, Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano, 
Richard E. Neal, Randy Neugebauer, Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, Charlie Norwood, Devin 
Nunes, James L. Oberstar, David R. Obey, 
John W. Olver, Solomon P. Ortiz, Frank 
Pallone, Jr., Bill Pascrell, Jr., Ed Pastor, 
Ron Paul, Donald M. Payne, Stevan Pearce, 
Nancy Pelosi, Mike Pence, Ed Perlmutter, 
Collin C. Peterson, John E. Peterson, Thom-
as E. Petri, Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’ Pickering, Jo-
seph R. Pitts, Todd Russell Platts, Ted Poe, 
Earl Pomeroy, Jon C. Porter, David E. Price, 
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