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(2) EFFECT.—Beginning on the date on 

which the legal descriptions are published 
under paragraph (1), such legal descriptions 
shall be the official legal descriptions of the 
boundary lines and the lands transferred 
under subsection (a). 

(g) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall— 

(1) enlarge, impair, or otherwise affect any 
right or claim of the Pechanga Band of 
Luiseno Mission Indians to any land or inter-
est in land that is in existence before the 
date of the enactment of this Act; 

(2) affect any water right of the Pechanga 
Band of Luiseno Mission Indians in existence 
before the date of the enactment of this Act; 
or 

(3) terminate any right-of-way or right-of- 
use issued, granted, or permitted before the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(h) RESTRICTED USE OF TRANSFERRED 
LANDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The lands transferred 
under subsection (a) may be used only for 
the protection, preservation, and mainte-
nance of the archaeological, cultural, and 
wildlife resources thereon. 

(2) NO ROADS.—There shall be no roads 
other than for maintenance purposes con-
structed on the lands transferred under sub-
section (a). 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, pre-
serving tribal cultures is a fundamental aspect 
of the United States’ trust responsibility to In-
dian tribes and is key to the survival of Native 
America. The Federal government can begin 
to meet this responsibility by transferring land 
that is an integral part of a tribe’s culture to 
the tribe. This measure does just that. 

Introduced by my friend from the other side 
of the aisle, Representative DARRELL ISSA, this 
measure would transfer land administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management to be held in 
trust for the Pechanga Band in California. The 
land contains sites and plants integral to the 
Tribe’s culture and religion. 

Because of the importance of the land to 
the cultural survival of the Tribe, the legislation 
requires that the land may only be used for 
the protection, preservation, and maintenance 
of archaeological, cultural, and wildlife re-
sources. Only maintenance roads may be con-
structed and the land must be administered in 
accordance with a memorandum of under-
standing between the Tribe and the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The pending measure would also transfer 
approximately 12 acres to the San Diego Gas 
and Electric Company, which has an unau-
thorized electric line on part of the land. The 
land will be transferred only upon payment of 
fair market value for the land, plus payment 
for the past unauthorized use of the land. 

Last Congress, a similar measure passed 
the House, and I would note that this measure 
is supported by the City of Temecula, and the 
Riverside County Board of Supervisors. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

WAIVING APPLICATION OF INDIAN 
SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE ACT TO 
PROPERTY TRANSFERRED TO 
CERTAIN INDIAN TRIBES IN OR-
EGON 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent for the imme-

diate consideration in the House of the 
Senate bill (S. 375) to waive application 
of the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act to a specific 
parcel of real property transferred by 
the United States to 2 Indian tribes in 
the State of Oregon, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 375 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

With respect to the parcel of real property 
in Marion County, Oregon, deeded by the 
United States to the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians of Oregon and the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Commu-
nity of Oregon by quitclaim deed dated June 
18, 2002, and recorded in the public records of 
Marion County on June 19, 2002, Congress 
finds that— 

(1) the parcel of land described in the quit-
claim deed, comprising approximately 19.86 
acres of land originally used as part of the 
Chemawa Indian School, was transferred by 
the United States in 1973 and 1974 to the 
State of Oregon for use for highway and as-
sociated road projects; 

(2) Interstate Route 5 and the Salem Park-
way were completed, and in 1988 the Oregon 
Department of Transportation deeded the re-
maining acreage of the parcel back to the 
United States; 

(3) the United States could no longer use 
the returned acreage for the administration 
of Indian affairs, and determined it would be 
most appropriate to transfer the property to 
the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians of 
Oregon and the Confederated Tribes of the 
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon; 

(4) on request of the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians of Oregon and the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Commu-
nity of Oregon, the United States transferred 
the parcel jointly to the Tribes for economic 
development and other purposes under the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.); 

(5) the transfer of the parcel was memorial-
ized by the United States in 2 documents, in-
cluding— 

(A) an agreement titled ‘‘Agreement for 
Transfer of Federally Owned Buildings, Im-
provements, Facilities and/or Land from the 
United States of America the [sic] Confed-
erated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Commu-
nity of Oregon and the Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Tribe [sic] of Oregon’’, dated June 
21, 2001; and 

(B) a quitclaim deed dated June 18, 2002, 
and recorded in the public records of Marion 
County, Oregon, on June 19, 2002 (reel 1959, 
page 84); 

(6) use of the parcel by Tribes for economic 
development purposes is consistent with the 
intent and language of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25 
U.S.C. 450 et seq.) and other Federal Indian 
law— 

(A) to encourage tribal economic develop-
ment; and 

(B) to promote economic self-sufficiency 
for Indian tribes; 

(7) the United States does not desire the 
return of the parcel and does not intend 
under any circumstances to take action 

under the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et 
seq.) or any other legal authority to seek the 
return of the parcel; and 

(8) in reliance on this intent, the Tribes 
have committed over $2,500,000 to infrastruc-
ture improvements to the parcel, including 
roads and sewer and water systems, and have 
approved plans to further develop the parcel 
for economic purposes, the realization of 
which is dependent on the ability of the 
Tribes to secure conventional financing. 
SEC. 2. WAIVER OF APPLICATION OF INDIAN 

SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE ACT. 

(a) NONAPPLICATION OF LAW.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.) shall not 
apply to the transfer of the parcel of real 
property in Marion County, Oregon, deeded 
by the United States to the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon by quitclaim deed 
dated June 18, 2002, and recorded in the pub-
lic records of Marion County on June 19, 2002. 

(b) NEW DEED.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall issue a new deed to the Tribes to 
the parcel described in subsection (a) that 
shall not include— 

(1) any restriction on the right to alienate 
the parcel; or 

(2) any reference to any provision of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.). 

(c) PROHIBITION ON GAMING.—Class II gam-
ing and class III gaming under the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701 et 
seq.) shall not be conducted on the parcel de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act has frequently been hailed as one of 
the most important pieces of Federal Indian 
legislation. Despite the success of this law, in 
this instance, the law is impeding two Tribes 
located in Oregon and their efforts to engage 
in non-gaming economic development. 

In this case, the Secretary of the Interior 
transferred approximately 20 acres of land to 
these tribes via a quitclaim deed. But because 
it was transferred pursuant to the Indian Self- 
Determination Act, it contains a reversionary 
clause. This clause requires the land to revert 
back to the United States if the land is not 
used for economic development purposes. Al-
though the Tribes intend to use the land for 
economic development purposes, they are un-
able to obtain conventional financing because 
of the reversionary clause. 

Senator SMITH of Oregon introduced S. 375 
to address this issue and our colleague Rep-
resentative DARLENE HOOLEY is the sponsor of 
an identical measure in this body. The legisla-
tion simply directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to reissue a quitclaim deed that is not subject 
to the Indian Self-Determination Act. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

ELSINORE VALLEY MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT WASTEWATER 
AND RECYCLED WATER FACILI-
TIES ACT OF 2007 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent for the imme-
diate consideration in the House of the 
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