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Department of State as having $20 mil-
lion of investment in the Iranian oil
sector which triggers the Iran Sanc-
tions Act. It is time for the administra-
tion to stop ignoring existing law. It is
time to strengthen existing law.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased to yield such time as he
may consume to my good friend from
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE), a member of
the Financial Services Committee.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Florida for
yielding, and the gentleman, the chair-
man, for his work on this important
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I would tell you that
political pressure is one level of mag-
nitude. But financial and business pres-
sures are of another magnitude if we
cannot get the attention of Iran in any
other way when we should exert every
means possible, but beginning with
business pressures, they are certainly
ones that we should consider.

I was in Israel earlier this year, and
an Israeli said, frankly and point-
blankly, this was the minority party
and the majority party both, sepa-
rately, each said, the world needs to
take care of the Iranian problem. They
said that Iran, late in the summer, was
going to pass points in their nuclear
program that could not be gone back
past, that once they passed those, then
they have the capability to strike.
They expressed deep reservations and
deep concern about the inactivity of
the entire world and urged us to come
back and do things.

It is, again, a very great bipartisan
effort that we begin to ratchet the
pressure up on the Iranian Government
to say that you cannot act like this in
the current world, it will just not be
tolerated, and that the pressures will
be extreme, we will increase those pres-
sures. But I thank both the gentle-
woman from Florida and the gen-
tleman for their work on this impor-
tant issue.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to vote for this particular bill.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 957.

On May 23, 2007, the International Atomic
Energy Agency, IAEA, reported that Iran is
continuing to enrich uranium in blatant defi-
ance of three U.N. resolutions. The IAEA also
concluded that Iran could develop nuclear
weapons in as few as three years. Iran’s
President has called for Israel to be, and |
quote, “wiped off the map.” The prospect of
this extreme regime developing nuclear arms
represents a grave threat to the United States
and its allies in the Middle East, Europe, and
globally.

| believe the international community must
stand united against Iran. We and our allies
must do everything possible on a multilateral
basis—diplomatically, politically, and economi-
cally—to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear
arms capability. The United Nations, in par-
ticular, must adopt additional, stronger meas-
ures to stop this hostile regime dead in its
tracks.

Although | question the effectiveness of uni-
lateral sanctions, | believe that drafted cor-
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rectly, they can occasionally provide a useful
supplement to multilateral efforts. H.R. 957 is
one such occasion, as it maintains the Presi-
dent’s discretion under IEEPA to consider on
a situation-by-situation basis whether the im-
position of unilateral sanctions would be the
wisest course.

For these reasons, | urge support of H.R.
957.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
again, I want to commend the gentle-
woman from Florida as the author of
this bipartisan legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 957, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
HIGH LEVEL VISITS BY OFFI-
CIALS OF TAIWAN

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 136) expressing the sense of Con-
gress regarding high level visits to the
United States by democratically-elect-
ed officials of Taiwan, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 136

Whereas, for over half a century, a close
relationship has existed between the United
States and Taiwan, which has been of enor-
mous political, economic, cultural, and stra-
tegic advantage to both countries;

Whereas Taiwan is one of the strongest
democratic allies of the United States in the
Asia-Pacific region;

Whereas it is United States policy to sup-
port and strengthen democracy around the
world;

Whereas, during the late 1980s and early
1990s, Taiwan made a remarkable transition
to a full-fledged democracy with a vibrant
economy and a vigorous multi-party polit-
ical system that respects human rights and
the rule of law;

Whereas in spite of its praise for democ-
racy in Taiwan, the United States Govern-
ment continues to adhere to guidelines from
the 1970s that bar the President, Vice Presi-
dent, Premier, Foreign Minister, and Defense
Minister of Taiwan from coming to Wash-
ington, DC;

Whereas these restrictions deprive the
President, Congress, and the American pub-
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lic of the opportunity to engage in a direct
dialogue regarding developments in the Asia-
Pacific region and key elements of the rela-
tionship between the United States and Tai-
wan;

Whereas whenever high-level visitors from
Taiwan, including the President, seek to
come to the United States, their request re-
sults in a period of complex, lengthy and
humiliating negotiations;

Whereas lifting these restrictions will help
bring a United States friend and ally out of
its isolation, which will be beneficial to
peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion;

Whereas in consideration of the major eco-
nomic, security, and political interests
shared by the United States and Taiwan, it is
to the benefit of the United States for United
States officials to meet and communicate di-
rectly with the democratically-elected offi-
cials of Taiwan;

Whereas since the Taiwan Strait is one of
the flashpoints in the world, it is essential
that United States policymakers directly
communicate with the leaders of Taiwan;
and

Whereas section 221 of the Immigration
and Nationality Technical Corrections Act of
1994 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) provides that the
President or other high-level officials of Tai-
wan may visit the United States, including
Washington, DC, at any time to discuss a va-
riety of important issues: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) restrictions on visits to the United
States by high-level elected and appointed
officials of Taiwan, including the democrat-
ically-elected President of Taiwan, should be
lifted;

(2) the United States should allow direct
high-level exchanges at the Cabinet level
with the Government of Taiwan, in order to
strengthen a policy dialogue with Taiwan;
and

(3) it is in the interest of the United States
to strengthen Ilinks between the United
States and the democratically-elected offi-
cials of Taiwan and demonstrate stronger
support for democracy in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

0 1430

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I would first like to commend
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
for introducing this important resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan was once a po-
litically backward, authoritarian state
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living under the cloud of martial law
and serious human rights abuses. In
the matter of a few short decades, it
has transformed itself into a thriving
and energetic democracy that is a shin-
ing beacon for human rights all over
the Asian-Pacific region.

Based on our mutual commitment to
freedom and democracy, the U.S.-Tai-
wan relationship has blossomed in step
with Taiwan’s own revolution. Our two
nations now share a complex web of
economic, political and strategic ties
that only deepen over time.

A fundamental element of our bur-
geoning relationship is our people-to-
people ties. With open arms, we have
welcomed Taiwan’s businessmen, its
students, its scientists, and its artists.
My recollection is over 90,000 students
from Taiwan attend our colleges and
universities throughout our country.

But when it comes to Taiwan’s demo-
cratically elected leaders, the United
States, under both Democratic and Re-
publican administrations, has repeat-
edly slammed the door in their face.
Why, when the Government of Taiwan
is a key player in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, do we prevent their highest-level
decision makers from even traveling to
the United States?

This ill-considered policy toward Tai-
wan’s democratically elected leader-
ship is due to one simple fact: Our pol-
icymakers in the White House and
State Department cringe in fear that
Beijing or the People’s Republic of
China will be upset if we welcome Tai-
wan’s leaders to our Nation.

To say that this reasoning is wrong-
headed is an understatement. Wel-
coming Taiwanese officials does not
mean that we have abandoned the One
China Policy nor recognize or endorse
Taiwan’s secession from China. It is
simply an acknowledgement that Tai-
wan is a democracy, and we treat
democratically elected officials with
respect.

High-level visits also advance our
policy of maintaining peace in the Tai-
wan Strait through diplomacy and ne-
gotiation. Taiwan’s leaders need to
hear firsthand that the American peo-
ple strongly support Taiwan and hope
for a peaceful, mutually acceptable
outcome to the tensions across the Tai-
wan Strait.

The current, antiquated policy cuts
us from valuable opportunities to gath-
er information and exchange views on
matters of critical importance to the
United States; it reduces the ability of
both the Taiwanese and the American
people to strengthen economic and cul-
tural ties; and it limits American ac-
cess to world leaders who play a direct
role in the interest of the United
States. Perhaps most profoundly, Mr.
Speaker, our outdated policy is pro-
foundly disrespectful to the leadership
of a democratic friend of the United
States.

This resolution expresses the sense of
Congress that the restriction on travel
for high-level elected and appointed of-
ficials from Taiwan to the United
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States should be lifted so we can
strengthen our crucial relationship.

I recall years ago when Taiwan’s first
elected President, Mr. Lee, was invited
by his alma mater, Cornell University,
where he obtain his doctorate degree in
agricultural science. There was a whole
bunch of problems created due to the
fact that an elected leader from Tai-
wan wanted to visit his alma mater,
Cornell University, and he was prohib-
ited simply because he was an elected
official.

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense
resolution which I strongly support
and urge my colleagues to support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the sponsor of this reso-
lution, Mr. CHABOT, is unfortunately
delayed due to airport difficulties, but
his statement will be included for the
RECORD.

Confucius once declared that ‘‘greet-
ing an old friend from afar is one of
life’s greatest pleasures.”” Well, the
purpose of this resolution is to carry
out this wise saying of Confucius, for
the leaders and people of Taiwan have
been among the most steadfast friends
of the United States in the Asia-Pacific
region. From the dark days of the Ko-
rean War and the Taiwan Strait crisis
of the late 1950s, the people of Taiwan
and the people of the United States
have stood together against the threat
of communist tyranny.

A half century of friendship has de-
veloped, with deepening commercial
ties, and in more recent years, a shared
love of democratic values. It is only
natural, as Confucius noted, to warmly
welcome the leaders of such close
friends to Washington.

But the restrictions placed on travel
to our country by democratically elect-
ed officials in Taiwan, adopted by a se-
ries of U.S. administrations, is a self-
inflicted wound. The often-quoted
Shanghai communique issued in 1972
contains no such restriction. Nor is
there any limitation spelled out in the
Taiwan Relations Act. In this regard,
the intentions of Congress in the Tai-
wan Relations Act are clear: ‘“To pro-
mote the foreign policy of the United
States by authorizing the continuation
of commercial, cultural and other rela-
tions between the people of the United
States and the people of Taiwan.”’” How
can such relations be promoted with-
out direct communications between of-
ficials of the United States and Tai-
wan?

No one likes being told whom they
can or cannot invite to their own
home. Americans consider their home
to be ‘‘their castle,” with a sacred
right to decide their own affairs with-
in. No outsider should dictate rules and
regulations within the American home.

So let’s put out the welcome mat for
our friends, the democratically elected
officials from Taiwan, by giving over-
whelming support to this long overdue
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resolution. I thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) for authoring it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I commend the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for her
kind remarks, and I commend the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) who
could not make it because of travel
problems. Quoting also from the words
of Confucius, there are many acquaint-
ances but very few friends, and I be-
lieve we are one of the few friends Tai-
wan has, and we should continue that
relationship.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased to yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE).

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I would
again say thanks to the gentleman
from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) and the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for
their work on this issue and for the
time that they are yielding.

I first became acquainted with Tai-
wan when I flew there. I was stationed
in Southeast Asia in the military Air
Force, and we had missions in and out
of Taipei and other airfields, and I
began to have a love for the Chinese
people there in Taiwan.

After I came back to the United
States, I met a good friend who had
come from Taiwan and opened a small
restaurant in my hometown of Hobbs,
New Mexico. Joe Ye and his wife and
their son have been long friends of our
family. We have had many deep discus-
sions about the future of Taiwan.

So it was with some alarm that I
went to Beijing and heard meeting
after meeting where the leadership of
that country began to say that Taiwan
needs to understand that they should
voluntarily admit to being part of
mainland China. And then the question
arose, What if they don’t voluntarily
do that? The response was always a
very unanimous, straightforward, Then
we will do it for them militarily.

Those things began to alert me that
we have in the future very difficult
questions that we need to answer
among ourselves here about our old
friendships. If we do not have the inter-
nal strength, the internal courage, if
we do not have the political will to
stand by those countries that have
stood by us, to remember those old
friends from afar, then this Nation will
indeed begin to undercut the basis of
friendship for many countries, because
each one of us is measured by how we
live our lives and how we act. And our
government, no less, is measured by
the way it responds. If we respond to
old friends by walking away, by turn-
ing our back, by not letting them come
here to visit, it is one of the most in-
sensible and insensitive things that we
can do.

I really appreciate the work of both
parties. Again, this is a good bipartisan
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effort to express the sense of this Con-
gress that we will remember our friend-
ships and that we will honor those rela-
tionships, that we do understand the
importance of the future and the past
as we consider who we will spend our
time with. And we as a Nation must
understand that our government’s ac-
tions are reflecting every day a value
system. Those value systems should re-
flect what we, the American people,
would have, not what seems politically
correct or convenient at the moment.

That is not the way I want to be
judged, and I don’t think it is the way
that people in this House want to be
judged. I urge all Members to support
this resolution to send a loud message
to our friends in Taiwan that we do re-
member you and we do welcome you.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I commend the gentleman from New
Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) for his eloquent
statement in support of this resolution.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution 136. ...

This common-sense legislation is long over-
due.

This resolution will help open the lines of
communication between government leaders
in Taiwan, and their counterparts here in the
United States.

The resolution makes it clear once again
that the U.S. Department of State that they
should not take actions to prevent high level
exchanges between the government of Taiwan
and the government of the United States. |
say ‘“again” because Federal law already
makes it clear that high ranking Taiwanese of-
ficials are already explicitly authorized to visit
the United States.

Public Law 103—416 says that the President
of Taiwan or any other high-level should be
admitted for discussions with U.S. government
officials about important policy issues unless
he or she is excludable under the immigration
laws of the United States.

Unfortunately, like so many other laws this
Congress has passed, is simply ignored by
the State Department. The Department seems
more interested in complying with communist
China’s demands than in following the laws
made by this democratically elected Congress.

As a result of this defiance, it has become
nearly impossible for President Chen, Vice
President Annette Lu and other high ranking
Taiwanese officials travel to Washington, DC
even for routine meetings with administration
officials. Instead, these officials are often con-
fined to cities far from the Nation’s Capital,
and often only then as a point of transit en
route to another country. This is unconscion-
able.

Mr. Speaker, we host all kinds of foreign
leaders in Washington because a two-way dia-
logue is important for maintaining and improv-
ing our cultural, economic—and yes—security
interests around the world. Keeping an open
channel with our democratic allies in Taiwan is
part of that process.

| am pleased that my friend Mr. CHABOT has
worked so hard to bring this bill to the floor
today. And | strongly support his efforts to
help improve our communication with our
friends and allies in Taiwan.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, it's very unfortu-
nate that we have to come back year after
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year to urge that restrictions should be lifted
for high-level visits by appointed and demo-
cratically elected leaders of Taiwan.

Our misguided Taiwan policy is nothing
new. The so-called “One China” policy is a bi-
partisan mistake—begun in the Nixon-Kis-
singer era and exacerbated by President
Carter’'s abrogation of our Mutual Defense
Treaty in 1980. It continues to this day.

Just last week, dozens of Members of Con-
gress welcomed Taiwan’s Democrat Progres-
sive Party’s nominee for the Presidency, Mr.
Frank Hsieh, to our Nation’s Capitol. There
was a little gallows humor at the gathering be-
cause, in fact, if Mr. Hsieh wins the election
next year, he will no longer be able to come
to visit with his friends in Washington, D.C.

Our insulting policy toward our democratic
friend and ally should be cast aside to reflect
the reality of our strong relationship with Tai-
wan. Taiwan is a vibrant democracy of some
23,000,000. It is our 8th largest trading partner
and the world’s 18th largest economy. The
Taiwanese people enjoy a full range of free-
doms not enjoyed on the other side of the Tai-
wan Strait—freedom of religion, freedom of
the press, and freedom to elect all of their
leaders.

Taiwan is a model for young democracies
and a great friend to the United States. We
should recognize that friendship by aban-
doning our insulting policy on high level visits
and welcoming our Taiwanese friends with
open arms. It is the right thing to do.

| urge support of the resolution.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 136 which ex-
presses the sense of Congress that restric-
tions on visits to the United States by high-
level elected officials from Taiwan—including
the President of Taiwan—should be lifted. And
| thank my friend, Mr. CHABOT of Ohio, for in-
troducing this important resolution.

Taiwan is without a doubt one of the most
important allies of the United States in the
Asia Pacific region. Taiwan is a rising eco-
nomic power and has consistently ranked as
one of the top ten U.S. export markets. In
2005, U.S.—Taiwan bilateral trade totaled $57
billion. In addition, our political ties with Tai-
wan have become ever more important in a
world where China is increasing its global
reach.

| am the Chairman of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemi-
sphere. In Central America and the Caribbean,
| have seen China continue to expand its
presence while Taiwan becomes increasingly
isolated. Given these realities in our own
hemisphere, | believe that we must work
closely with Taiwan to increase its global visi-
bility and membership in international organi-
zations when it is strategically and politically
feasible.

Given our strong political and economic re-
lationship, it would seem inconceivable that
we would place restrictions on high-level elect-
ed officials of Taiwan during their visits to the
United States. Taiwan is a key U.S. ally which
is trying hard to maintain its international posi-
tion, and we should give Taiwan our strong
support. | commend Mr. CHABOT for intro-
ducing this important resolution and hope that
Congress can work closely with the Bush Ad-
ministration to ensure that these restrictions
are actually removed.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I yield back
the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 136, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SENSE OF HOUSE THAT JAPAN
SHOULD APOLOGIZE FOR ITS IM-
PERIAL ARMED FORCE’S COER-
CION OF YOUNG WOMEN INTO
SEXUAL SLAVERY

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 121) expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that
the Government of Japan should for-
mally acknowledge, apologize, and ac-
cept historical responsibility in a clear
and unequivocal manner for its Impe-
rial Armed Force’s coercion of young
women into sexual slavery, known to
the world as ‘‘comfort women’’, during
its colonial and wartime occupation of
Asia and the Pacific Islands from the
1930s through the duration of World
War II, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 121

Whereas the Government of Japan, during
its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia
and the Pacific Islands from the 1930s
through the duration of World War II, offi-
cially commissioned the acquisition of
young women for the sole purpose of sexual
servitude to its Imperial Armed Forces, who
became known to the world as ianfu or
‘“‘comfort women’’;

Whereas the ‘‘comfort women’ system of
forced military prostitution by the Govern-
ment of Japan, considered unprecedented in
its cruelty and magnitude, included gang
rape, forced abortions, humiliation, and sex-
ual violence resulting in mutilation, death,
or eventual suicide in one of the largest
cases of human trafficking in the 20th cen-
tury;

Whereas some new textbooks used in Japa-
nese schools seek to downplay the ‘‘comfort
women’ tragedy and other Japanese war
crimes during World War II;

Whereas Japanese public and private offi-
cials have recently expressed a desire to di-
lute or rescind the 1993 statement by Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the ‘‘com-
fort women’, which expressed the Govern-
ment’s sincere apologies and remorse for
their ordeal;

Whereas the Government of Japan did sign
the 1921 International Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Women and
Children and supported the 2000 United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace, and Security which recog-
nized the unique impact on women of armed
conflict;

Whereas the House of Representatives
commends Japan’s efforts to promote human
security, human rights, democratic values,
and rule of law, as well as for being a sup-
porter of Security Council Resolution 1325;
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