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to add more money to the VOCA Fund and 
continue to meet the needs of victims across 
our country. 

I have been an advocate for victims since 
my early days as a prosecutor with Harris 
County District Attorney’s office. There are a 
few cases that have stood out in my career 
and influenced my life in a significant way. 
One such case was that of a young woman, 
who was as student at the University of Hous-
ton. She was the victim of a brutal rape and 
assault. She was abducted at gunpoint at a 
gas station, taken to a wooded area, raped, 
beaten, and left for dead. Through her brave 
determination, she was able to identify her 
attacker and I was assigned to prosecute him. 

Today, victims are assigned court advocates 
during the trial. Back then, she had no one. 
No one was there to help her through the 
emotional stress of a rape and the grueling 
task of confronting her attacker in court. She 
did it though, she got through the trial and we 
sent her attacker to the penitentiary for life. 
But her story wasn’t over, you can’t wrap it up 
with the bang of a gavel and nice neat bow. 

Because there were little-to-no resources 
available to victims at that time, she was not 
able to cope with the aftermath of her assault. 
You see, for the victim the ordeal is not over 
once the trial ends. It follows them day after 
day and spreads through their life like a can-
cer out of control. In the following months, her 
husband left her and sued her for custody of 
their two children—taking away the only two 
reasons worth living for. 

She spiraled out-of-control. Without anyone 
to turn to, and losing her family, she couldn’t 
escape the pain. In a hand written note, that 
I keep with me to this day, she said ‘‘I’m tired 
of running.’’ Madam Speaker, the reality is, 
she didn’t have anyone to run to and sadly 
ended her life. This ought not to be. This was 
a tragedy that could have been avoided, a 
tragedy that continues to influence my life and 
career. 

One of the first things I did as a Member of 
Congress was establish the bipartisan Con-
gressional Victim’s Rights Caucus to advocate 
and provide a voice for crime victims. I cur-
rently co-chair the Caucus with my good friend 
and victim crusader, Congressman JIM COSTA 
(CA–20). There are caucuses for everything 
under the sun in D.C., but there was nothing 
that advocated solely for crime victims. It 
seems they are always the ones that are for-
gotten. 

The VOCA Fund is one of those things that 
is close to my heart and is something, like the 
victims it benefits, worth fighting for. Created 
by Congress in 1984 to provide Federal sup-
port to Federal, State, and local programs that 
assist victims of crime, VOCA provides assist-
ance to over 4,400 agencies and 3.8 million 
victims every year. And it doesn’t cost the tax-
payers anything! The VOCA Fund is derived 
entirely from fines and penalties paid by of-
fenders, not taxpayer revenues. But every 
year, we have to fight to keep it safe for vic-
tims. The Washington bureaucrats try to rob 
this fund for other pet projects. 

VOCA funds several important programs, 
such as domestic violence shelters, rape crisis 
centers, children protection agencies, and 
pays direct expenses to victims of violence, 
such as assault, rape, and child abuse. 

The Children’s Assessment Center in Hous-
ton is a recipient of VOCA funding and is the 
very best of its kind. They take sexually as-

saulted kids and help them through the trauma 
of recovery and trial. The Houston Children’s 
Assessment Center in Houston became the 
model for others across the country. The serv-
ices they provide to children who have been 
victims of crime are invaluable and the most 
advanced methods used today. Without the 
knowledge and compassion of thousands of 
dedicated people who work on behalf of vic-
tims, more and more victims would end up like 
that young wife and mother that desperately 
tried to hold it together, but couldn’t take the 
pain any longer. 

As a constant reminder, I keep that hand- 
written note on my desk. As a judge, it was 
my pleasure to hand down one of my many 
creative sentences and see how far we have 
come in recognizing the needs of victims. I 
have dedicated my life to helping victims and 
proudly serve on the Board of Directors for the 
Houston Children’s Assessment Center and 
the National Children’s Alliance in Washington 
D.C. 

Madam Speaker, criminals should continue 
to pay for the system they have created. They 
should pay for the expenses victims incur be-
cause of crime. Criminals need to pay the rent 
on the courthouse—crime victims have al-
ready paid enough. No more victims should 
run. 

And That’s Just The Way It Is. 
f 

SUDAN AND IRAN DIVESTMENT 
BILLS 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 30, 2007 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of three bills under 
consideration today in the House of Rep-
resentatives: the Darfur Accountability and Di-
vestment Act (H.R. 180), the Iran Sanctions 
Enabling Act (H.R. 2347), and a bill to amend 
the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (H.R. 957). 

With a combination of sanctions and divest-
ment, these important pieces of legislation 
demonstrate our nation’s commitment to 
human rights and the rule of law with our ac-
tions and not just our words. The governments 
of Sudan and Iran must understand the con-
sequences of their deplorable and inhumane 
policies. 

As the genocide continues in the Darfur re-
gion of Sudan, many state and local govern-
ments have chosen not to invest in companies 
that do business in Sudan. Until the govern-
ment of Sudan takes transparent steps to end 
the violence and increase humanitarian ac-
cess to the refugees in Darfur, divestment re-
mains an essential tool for pressuring the Su-
danese government. The Darfur Accountability 
and Divestment Act supports efforts by local 
government and universities to divest from 
companies that conduct business in Sudan. 
Additionally, it prohibits the federal govern-
ment from entering into contracts with these 
companies as well. Coupled with diplomatic 
pressure, the Darfur Accountability and Divest-
ment Act is a significant step in the fight 
against the horrific genocide taking place in 
this region of the world. 

Two additional bills, the Iran Sanctions Ena-
bling Act and a bill to amend the Iran Sanc-
tions Act of 1996, seek to increase pressure 

on the government of Iran to halt its uranium 
enrichment program. The Iran Sanctions Ena-
bling Act authorizes state and local govern-
ments to divest from companies with $20 mil-
lion or more invested in Iran’s energy industry. 
A second bill amends the Iran Sanctions Act 
of 1996 to expand and clarify the entities 
against which sanctions may be imposed. As 
Iran relies heavily on foreign investment in its 
energy sector, these bills will effectively suf-
focate Iran’s resources. 

The Federal legislation paves the way for 
states to make smart, conscious decisions re-
garding the investment of employee pension 
funds and other public investments. As the 
first state to enact divestment legislation, the 
State of Florida has taken the lead in pro-
tecting state interests from reprehensible re-
gimes. I applaud the Florida legislature and all 
of the community organizations that pressed 
for this important initiative. 

Madam Speaker, the powerful economic 
tool of divestment makes it clear to Sudan’s 
complicit government and Iran’s egomaniacal 
leadership that the United States and the 
American people stand strong in the battle 
against genocide, extremism, and corrupt gov-
ernance. I congratulate the Members of the 
House of Representatives for their work on 
these issues and urge my colleagues to sup-
port these three important bills. 

f 

UNITED AMBULANCE SERVICE 
HONORED AS MAINE’S ONLY 
CAAS ACCREDITED AGENCY 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 30, 2007 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, this year, 
United Ambulance Service of Lewiston/Au-
burn, Maine received accreditation from the 
Commission on Accreditation of Ambulance 
Services (CAAS), making it the first and only 
ambulance service in Maine and one of only 
about 107 ambulance services in the country 
currently to hold this distinction. 

United Ambulance is jointly owned by Cen-
tral Maine Medical Center and St. Mary’s Re-
gional Medical Center. Since 1981, it has 
served the citizens of Androscoggin County, 
Maine, including the towns and cities of Au-
burn, Greene, Lewiston, Minot, Mechanic 
Falls, New Gloucester, and Sabattus. 

The CAAS accreditation reflects compliance 
with national standards of excellence and a 
continuing commitment to maintaining compli-
ance with these standards. The Commission is 
a non-profit organization established to en-
courage and promote quality patient care in 
America’s medical transportation system. Its 
national standards address the delivery of pa-
tient care, the service’s total operation, and its 
relationships with other agencies, the public 
and the medical community. According to 
CAAS, accreditation signals that the ambu-
lance service ‘‘has met the ‘gold standard’ de-
termined by the ambulance industry to be es-
sential in a modern emergency medical serv-
ices provider.’’ In addition, the standards for 
accreditation often surpass those set forth by 
local or State regulation. 

The communities served by United Ambu-
lance have been the beneficiary of excellent 
service since the founding of United Ambu-
lance. The CAAS accreditation acknowledges 
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its dedication to the highest standards. In ad-
dition, as Paul Gosselin, United’s Executive 
Director, noted, ‘‘We have achieved accredita-
tion but I believe it can only be a stimulus for 
continued improvement.’’ This commitment 
and United Ambulance’s ‘‘gold standard’’ will 
serve the people of the region well. I congratu-
late the employees of United Ambulance on 
their achievement, and, on behalf of the peo-
ple they serve, thank them for their dedication 
and hard work. 

f 

CONGRATULATING AL HEFFERNAN 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 31, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
the long and distinguished career of Al 
Heffernan, on the occasion of his retirement 
from Ciba Specialty Chemicals Corporation in 
McIntosh, AL. 

During his 20-year tenure at Ciba, Al served 
as plant manager and executive director of the 
McIntosh site, the largest manufacturing site 
globally within Ciba. He also served as direc-
tor of environment health and safety and di-
rector of engineering. 

Al began his career in 1973 at the Ethyl 
Corporation as an engineer and project man-
ager. After 8 years, he moved on to Barnard 
and Burk Engineers and Constructors, where 
he worked for 5 years as a division head and 
chief engineer. In 1986, he accepted his job 
with Ciba and started as a project engineering 
superintendent at the St. Gabriel, LA, site. 
Over the next 20 years, he served as man-
ager of project engineering at the McIntosh 
site and head of engineering in Europe before 
returning to McIntosh in 1995. 

In addition to his dedication to Ciba, Al has 
devoted countless hours to civic and industrial 
activities. He chaired the steering committee 
and served as the first chairman of the board 
of Manufacture Alabama. He founded Wash-
ington County Economic Development Initia-
tive and serves on the board. Al is past presi-
dent of the board of directors for The Forum, 
as well as past chairman, executive committee 
member, and member of the board of direc-
tors for the Mobile Area Chamber of Com-
merce. With an obvious desire to help others, 
Al serves on the board of WHIL FM91.3, a 
Mobile public radio station; Partners for Envi-
ronmental Progress; McIntosh Industrial Park 
Association; McIntosh Area Betterment Asso-
ciation; and Alabama School of Mathematics 
and Science Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. I know his family, his wife, Vickie; 
their three children, John Mason Heffernan, 
Lee Ellen Heffernan, and Matthew Evan 
Heffernan; his many friends; and past and 
present Ciba employees join me in praising 
his accomplishments and extending thanks for 
his service over the years on behalf of the city 
of McIntosh and Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District. 

Al will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with family and loved 

ones. On behalf of a grateful community, I 
wish him the best of luck in all his future en-
deavors. 

f 

THANKING MR. SIDNEY BERGER 
FOR HIS COMMITMENT AND 
SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HOUSTON 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 31, 2007 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the hard 
work and comnntment that Mr. Sidney Berger 
has given to my alma mater, the University of 
Houston, for the past 38 years. As the director 
of the University of Houston’s Drama Depart-
ment, he has led the department to national 
acclaim. 

From the time he became chairman of the 
drama department in 1969, to today, the de-
partment has grown from a three-person fac-
ulty and 30 students to a faculty of 15 and 300 
students. This is an admirable accomplish-
ment. 

A significant factor that has shaped this 
growth has been Mr. Berger’s central belief 
that young artists who are developing their tal-
ents should have the chance to work with 
great artists. Inspired by these beliefs, Mr. 
Berger founded the Houston Shakespeare 
Festival in 1975 and 3 years later co-founded 
the Children’s Theatre Festival. Before the two 
programs were formed, there was no profes-
sional outlet in which theatre students could 
polish their skills in the city of Houston. Today, 
students have the opportunity to work with 
theatre pros from across the city, as well as 
guest artists. Mr. Berger leaves a legacy as he 
steps down as director to teach and head the 
Shakespeare and children’s festivals. 

Besides staging one play for each one of 
these programs each summer, and produc-
tions in the University of Houston’s four show 
subscription season, Mr. Berger founded the 
Shakespeare Theatre Association of America. 
He teaches a course in ‘‘Acting Shakespeare’’ 
each semester and has served several years 
on the board of the International Shake-
speare’s Globe Center. 

Mr. Berger will be greatly missed and 
thanks to his success, the next director has a 
steady foundation to build upon. Again, we ap-
plaud the efforts of Mr. Berger and wish him 
well in his future endeavors. 

f 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE RESOLUTION 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 31, 2007 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, be-
tween 1915–1923, the Ottoman Empire com-
mitted genocide against 1.5 million Armenians. 
As the first genocide of the 20th century, this 
crime against humanity has yet to gain full 
recognition by the United States. 

However, for the first time in history, the 
majority of Congress supports the Armenian 
Genocide Resolution, House Resolution 106. 

While scholars, historians, and the inter-
national community acknowledge the geno-

cide, the Turkish government continues to 
deny this atrocity. Passing House Resolution 
and recognizing the Armenian genocide will 
help prevent other nations from being victims 
of such horrid tragedies. 

By acknowledging the events of 1915, Con-
gress will finally recognize the history of an 
entire nation—a nation whose population was 
driven out of their homes, massacred, but 
never forgotten. 

The United States owes Armenians recogni-
tion of this great crime, and should pass 
House Resolution 106. 

f 

FARM, NUTRITION, AND 
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 27, 2007 

The House in committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide 
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 2419, the Farm, Nutrition, 
and Bioenergy Act of 2007, better known as 
the Farm Bill. This measure reflects Rhode Is-
land’s priorities: protecting our farmers and 
surrounding environment and caring for the 
most vulnerable members of society. 

There has been much discussion about re-
forming the Farm Bill, particularly with regard 
to how payments are structured to producers 
of certain commodities like cotton, rice and 
sugar. H.R. 2419 begins this process by low-
ering the annual adjusted gross income of 
farmers eligible for subsidies from $2.5 million 
to $1 million. For farmers making $500,000 to 
$1 million, 67 percent of their income must 
come from farming or they cannot receive 
Federal subsidies. This structure will prevent 
millionaires from receiving farm subsidy bene-
fits, and will also make payments transparent. 
While I believe we should go further with re-
form, I look forward to building on this restruc-
turing in future legislation. 

This legislation increases funding for impor-
tant conservation programs for Rhode Island, 
including the Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program, the Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program, and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program. I am also pleased that H.R. 2419 in-
cludes funding for specialty crops, which will 
benefit our fruit, vegetable and nursery crop 
farmers. These farmers, which make up a 
large percentage of Rhode Island’s farming 
landscape, will now receive equal assistance 
and access to conservation programs. 

H.R. 2419 increases funding for the nutrition 
title, which includes food stamps and other 
programs aimed to combat hunger and im-
prove nutrition for children, the elderly and 
low-income Americans. This bill reauthorizes 
programs such as the Community Food 
Projects program, which awards grants to non- 
profit groups that establish community food 
projects targeted to low-income individuals. 
This measure also increases funding for 
school nutrition programs for purchasing fruits, 
vegetables and nuts, and creates more ave-
nues for produce to flow from local farmers to 
schools. 
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